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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.
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Cooperatives protect their interests by means
of their structures: associations, federations, unions
of regional and interregional, sect@®ral and intersectoral
character, operating on the city and district, republic
and alldunion basis. Their number may be unlimited, and
the orientation of their activities may vary greatly.
Such associations may include not only cooperative members
but also rented enterprises and individuasl workers, all
those who are usually referred to as independent manufactu-
ers.

By means of those public organizations and inside them
cooperative members form their special and any other poli-
cy.

Neither cooperatives, nor leaseholders need. their own
even most independent trade unions. A trade union is an or-
ganization set up for the protection of the rights of an
employee as opposed to the employer, A free manufacturer
has nobody to protect his labour from,

It is the right of wage workers inside a cooperative
to establish or not to establish a trade union organiza-
tion.

It is not our wish to warn cooperative members about
possible consequences in case the cooperative members and
wage worxers belong to the same trade union organization.

In many cities cooperative members have taken the way




of establishing thelr own "independent" trade unions, the
way of implanting "their own" men in such trade unions,
thus meaning to solve the problems of social protection of
cooperative members. This process may develop more or less
successfully in various cities and eogions of the country
but conceptually the process is wrong and threatens to
put one more "bridle™ on both cooperatives and cooperative
members.

Let us say it again, free manufacturers shouid work
out their own social and other policy with the help of
their own structures, banks, funds, etc. It is not only

an effective way, it is the future of the country.






