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The strategy of socialism's reneval, all-rouné de:ocratize-
tion of ovrblic effairs, perestroixa of the system of sociv-eco-
nomic relations, ebove all of vronerty relations, and realise-
tion of the working recple's initiative engd indenencéent acti-
vity--8ll this presupvose the revival ard develooment of the va-
rious forms o. cooperation in differert snheres of nroduction
end social activity.

In accordance with this streteg;, the society will not only
solve & whole set of ecoxnomic end scciel tasks but, whet is also
imnortant, the cdevelonment of & renovaied socialist society and
its economic eud social structures will bte possitle only on tihe
basis of cooperation and other rew forms of economy as 1its in-
alienable part. In other words, cooneration will be not only an
aspect of socio-economic reletions used by society at certain
stages of its developn:ent but an integrel nart of socislist so-
ciety.

The realisation of the siratesy of socialism'’s renewval st
each stage of development must be supnorted by corresponding
tactical goals and adoption of decisions, taeking into account
the sum totel cf cooperation's interrelationships with other
economic and socieal structures, their olace end role in the
whole economic system, as well as the fectors determining ite
possible prospects. Irn order to take adequate tactical decisi-

ons on the developrnent of cooneratives, it is necessary to take




into accourt the exrerience of the pasi rears, escecially those

when utniost use c¢f cooperatives, ozrimaril: of collective ferms

as a specific cooverative form of econony, wes nroclaimed as a
strategic orinciple. ‘ne tactical economic imecnanisias end the
decisions adopted in line with tnem were simed &t tne unifica-
tion of stete anc cooperetive enterprises and et taeir regule-
tion with methods of control alien to cooperetion. *or each
specific stage, the experience of cooperatives' development and
its oriority tesks snould be teien into account and the tacti-
cel ways end forms of their implementation should be cetermi-
ned. Stages snould be defined and decisions adonted with due ac-
count of the experience accumulated in previous yeers and the
maximal foresight of the economic and sociel consequences that
might emerge es & result of tais onrocess.

The develoonment of cooperatives on genuinely coonerative
principles is in the initial stege in our country, end ihe boun-
daries of this stzze will be determined bty tiie new economic me-~
crenism row coming into teing. At the same time, the vace of
changes in the economic mechanism ard tnhe nature of this process
as such depend to a large extent on the develoument of ccopera-
tion and on decisionc taiten in this conneciion. in this light
the current stage of renevial and develonmernti of cooperatives
is a cruciel one,

i.ore than 1,951,0C0 people are emploved in oroduction co-
overatives (excluding collective farms). They heve marketed
products and services to the sum of 10,368 million roubles.
Tne resvective figure for 1988 was 6,061 riillio:: roubles, viere-
as for tne first three months of 1989 it wes 4,307 nillion roub-
les, whicn testifies to the fact that tne crorerantive roverent

is geining momentum,




at nresent we alread: know ihe cajective end subjective
fectors nrouncting cceorereticn ac vwell os ccoreratives' notenti-
eglities as a fornm of solving nrecdiction endé socisl nrotlems; rew
forms of nenegemert have been offered noi orly appliceble to co-
operatives but also canetle of charnzing tne ecoronic besis of

oiher nroduction structures, specifically state structures.

®

At the same time, the coonerative :nvement nas brougnt to
light obstacles barring the wav %o the realisation of the new
strategy and tne radical econonic changses, aciing as snokes in
the wheels of tue new econonic mechenism by reproducing negeti-
ve pnenomena. The cbstacles in ouestion are attributable, to a
large extent, not only to certairn ineriia but also to the cur-
rent economic tactics nroduced uncer tie innact of bureaucra-
tic structures: the striving to acdopt rapic decisions in order
o solve economic issues throush structural changes, without
actually changing the econoric substance of new structures;
tarough irtroductiion of new forms insteaé of ihe old ones which
heve not yet exhausted tieir potentialities; tnrougin inconsis-
tent decisions which,niore often tner riot, do not texe into ac-
count possible economic prospects and socisl consequences, wnich
only discredit its essence, end even w rse, may leed to certe:in
deforrations end, in general, to accunuletion of negetive eco-
nomic nrocesses and to loss-mexing nroductio.i.

Economic decisions adopted strictiy elong legal lines is
e key trend in the develonment of the current tactic of socie-
lism's reneval. Legal acts are beins eleboreted and enforced
in order to fix ard stimulate nrosressive forms of nenerenent
erc to put rew nhenovena in the scociazl and rod:ction srheres

on a legal busis. sut outdeted anrroaches are also ovbserved ir




this crucial nrocess. ..ovw and tnen lews are elahorested nngd
adopted nastily, without texing time to enalyse tine res:lts of
the development of eccnomic n»rocesses, axnd thus foresee & wide
renge of possible ceonsequences. ifhere is elso e trerd to worx
out in céetail some normative standards, with no due eccount of
the dynanics in the economic situation.

This produces a paradoxical situation when, on ihe one
hand, reliance is on the "right" law supposecély capnable of sei-
tling all economic problems, with legal decisions sutstituting,
to some extent, for ecornomic ones. On the other hand, this un-
dermines trust in the effectiveness of the legel reguletion of
econoniic processes, since as soon &s a new law is adopted, it
transpires that the sohere of Its action is too limited or, on
the contraery, too broad, so thet additionel legal documents &re
reguired. These documents have been so fer of a restrictive rne-
ture. And life has shown that such restrictions result in un-
used resources end ect as a brake on nroduction, witn tie ori-
ces on goods and services going upe. All this necessitetes the
restoration of the previous situetion in a short wnile anéd im-
pose o0ld ways on tie people again.

In particuler, an unlawful direct or indirect tan on some
kind of cooperative activity, or lack of freedom in the chcice
of activity affect both the national economy and the coopere-
tive movement propver-~and not only at a certain time but elso
in the long run. This reduces the number of people joiﬁing co-
operatives, which is just as bad for tlie national economy, or
increases tne number of those involved in the shadow econony
(wnich is no less dangerous) end thus violating the law. An-

otner knotty nroclem cruciel {for tne develonment of the coone-




retive movement is vrovision of rew materiels. Uifficuliies in
opteinirg raw materizls ancd ecuipment, just as hisher coeffi-

cients on thenx, make

o

rices on cooperative goods much higher
ané their quality much lower, someihing which causes & negeti-
ve response on the pert of the people ané also treeds tension.
The develogment of cooneratives hes coincided in time with
changes in the netiorzl economy. ..odernisatior of enternrises
and whole incustries producing consumer goods, just as structu-
rel chenges in the natjional economy,aimed to oromote these in-
cdustries, are taking place very slowly. And this sternds ir tne
way of expanding vproduction and stepping up the rates of pro-
duction of these goods toc meet the people's reguirements. Coo-
peratives cannot cone witi: this task eitaer for leckx of raw na-
terials. Price hikes are not always justified ecororically. Pe-
ople associate this compliceted neriod of economic disorder
with cooveratives for the simple reason that cooneratives, in-
deed, quit~ often find themselves in confrontstion with thne
present econcmic mechanisme.

It is only natural that cooveratives adopt indenendent
economic decisions and choose ways of marketing tiaeir oroducts,
they are free to set their own nrices and riaintain contacts
with partners of their own choice. iJhe current economic relat-
ions in the country have certain transitional (toward the n .
economic mecharism) traits, combining, just as our ecoromic
thinking does, in a peculiar way, administrative fiat and eco-
nomic freedom. And the destiny of coopersatives depends on which
of these tvwo nrincipnles will win.

The problerm of tihe nrerogative of the decision-uaking is
also imnor*ant for the coonermtive movement tocay. 1t often han-

pens in the present situction that decisions, which are hy rirnt






