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1. IITROOOCTIOI 

The purpose of thia paper is to giTe a C:ODCiae idea OD the 

S,11ltbetic fibres 8ituation at the present. expectation• and economic 

perspectiTe for next years. 

2. COLOMBIAN SITUATIOI IB CEITRAL AllD SOUTH AMERICA 

Vith regard to the synthetic fiber production in Colombia in 

comparison to the other countries located in central and south America, 

~e could say that it is in the fourth position vitb excellent perspectiTe 

of groving. as can be seen in table 1 : 
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TABLE 1. C.A. AND S.A. SHYNTETIC FIBERS 

.PRODUCTION (EXCEPT OLEFINS 

COUNTRY NON CELLULOSIC~ CELLULOSICS 

THOUSAND TON/YEAR TiiOUSAND TON/YEAR 

1. 9 82 83 84 1.982 83 84 

1. Mexico y 122 132 192 11.f 11 15 

s 115 131 172 5 5 10 

TOT 237 263 361f 19 16 25 

2. Brasil y 116 106 161 21 18 25 

s 82 80 111 21.f 22 31 

TOT 198 186 272 't5 lfO 56 

3. Argentina y 18 24 If 6 2 2 10 

s 12 16 30 10 

TOT 30 40 76 2 2 20 

4. Colombia y 26 28 45 2 2 ... 

s 12 12 15 

TOT 38 40 60 2 2 ... 

5. PerfJ y lO 12 16 1 1 2 

s 29 29 33 

TOT 39 41 lf9 1 l 2 

6. Venezuela y 8 10 12 1 1 i 

s .. If 8 

TOT 12 llf 20 1 l 2 

y = YARK, s = STAPLE, TO'! = TOTAL 
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FrOll table l it can be euily 4e4uceci that the greatest grovth vas 

in 1981&. the ll&in growth being tor .Argentina (90S), tolloved by 

Coloabia (50J), Brazil (46S) and Mexico (38j). Definitely, 1984 

vas "the year" or synthetic tibres tor Americar. countries. 

3. TEXTILE IllJIJS'TRY II COLOMBIA 

Ve can describe the year ot 1981& as the aost positive and growth 

year or the Boies for the textile industry. Respecting 1983, there 

was a 12S grovth in textile production during 19811. 

Although there still are many troubles to solve such as the big 

external debt (12 billion dollars), unemployment (15J), financial loans 

etc, there are positive signs that let us realize what expect: 

To become into an industrialized country. 

The three main man made fibers in Colombia worked at tull capacity 

during 1984, and the reached 17S more production that in 1983. 

In polyester , the sales grev llJ, and almost 50. •JOO tons were 

produced as yarn and staple. 

Enka, the -Jor company, raised its nylon chips production up to 

8.500 ton (8J more), and also increased the polvester chips production 

to 16 • .JOO tons (6J aore than in 1983); the problem still is the poor 

installed capacity because ve have to b\V' to Mexico and Venezuela 

14.ooo tons per year or polyester chips. 

In general the three man made fiber factories in Colombia are 

not able to produce what the local market needs, and the government 

does not allov to enter impor+.g fabrics or clothes, so it is the best 

time tor the national industry to grov as 1111cb as the aarket asks tor. 

For instance, 10. JOO tons or polyester staple vere produced in 1984 , 

but ve still bad to b~ 5.JOO tons to united states. 

4. SYRTHETIC FIBERS PRODUCERS II co1.GMB1A 

Tbere are only 5 factories in Col011bia vhicb produce synthetic 

fibers for te~ile consumer •nd they cannot aupply all vhat the •&rket 

needs. See table 2: 

• 
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TABLE 2. SYNTIIETIC FIBERS PLANTS IN COLOMBIA 

NAME 

Enka de Colombia 

Quintex (called Ce~anese 

two years ago) 

Polime:--os Colombianos 

Va.ilylon 

Zylette CLa~ayette) 

PRODUCTS 

Nylon 6 chips 

Nylon 6 tire cord 

Nylon 6 text.yarns 

Polyester chips 

Polyester yarns 

Polyester staple 

Acetate 

Nylon 6 chips 

Nylon 6 yarns 

Polyester chips 

Polyester yarns 

Polyester staple 

Polyester yarns 

Polyester sta?le 

Nylon 6 

Polyester yarns 

TON/YEAR 

8.500 

S.100 

2.000 

15.500 

10.900 

5 .400 

4.000 

6.000 

5.000 

3.000 

6.400 

2.00C 

5.500 

3.500 

Unknown 

2.000 
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There are others plant• which produce oletin tila ancl oletin 

BCF 1arn• tor carpets: Monotil • Ciplu • c:capania lacional cle Ellpaque• 

ancl Polyller cle Colombia. 

In Coloabia ve only produce acetate. nylon 6 and polyester fibers. 

Ve have to buy to other countries : viaco•e, &erJlic • nJlon 66, etc. 

5. PROJECTS 

Enka and Poli•roa Coloabianos baYe quite important projects 

to be started in 1985. 

Ebka ia going to expand its polyester chip plant rror !5.000 

ton/year up to ~. 000 ton/year in order to not to have to buy it abroad. 

Polimeros Colombianos vill open a Polyester chip plant at the end 

or 1986, vith a capacity ot 10.•JOO ton/year. 

Also Polimeros Col011bianos vill expand its polyester staple plant 

from Ji • JOO ton/year up to 10. 000 ton/year. 

Those are the .. in projects. 

6. COICWSIOI 

Tbe aain problem in our country Colombia is that ve have to expend 

110re aoney (Dollars) bUJing imports products than tbe 110ney ve get from 

exports, and in spite ot the governaent restrictions to import• goods 

ve have to b~ troa abroad synthetic fibers that ve could be producing 

in our country, so there should be aany projects in this field and tbe 

perspectiYes are excellent. 
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