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SYRIA FOREIGN TRADE: STATISTICS AND ANALYSIS. 

Int rod uc ti ''n 

In any long term industrial planning for Syria it is essential 

to ccnsider its exports and imrort-substitution achievements. 

shortcomings and potentials. Syria has a significant trade 

deficit. which in the longer perspective must be eliminated 

if stable economic development is to be achieved. 

It should be not.ed that the export base of the economy of the 

is highly depende'lt on the petroleum sector. with crude oil 

accounting for two thirds or more of total exports. Oil re­

serves are however dwin~iling and it is officially accepted 

that Syria will soon cease to be a net exporter of petroleum. 

Indeed~ export possibilities exist in areas such as: 

- industries based on raw materials currently exported un­
processed from Syria. 

- industrial branches -presently in operation in Syria- whe­

re instal!ed production capacities are beyond the needs of the 

syrian market and where exportation is required if full utili­

zation of production capar.ities is to be realized. 

In as far as the import structure is concerned, it·is lik~ly 

that the analysis of the last decade trendSallow to identify 

the underneath dynamics of the economy. 

At t ~.is regard few exam:>les seem to be significant: in 1973 

sugar imports ammounted to 153.649 tons of which 103.705 were 

of raw sugar and the rest were refined sugar and sugar con -

fectionary. In 1983 the proportion changed substantially: out 

of 606.868 tons imported, raw sugar accounted for only 190.282 

tons while refined sugar ammounted to 398.983 tons. 

This mea~s that for this industrial branch leLs raw materials 

and more finished products were imported. 

The same seems to be true, when ~e consider the importance of 

the group 'Crud~ materials, inedible, except fuels' over the 

value of total imports: in 1974 the group represented 4.8% of 

total impo1~s when it repreqented only 0.02% in 1982. 
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1.1 Statistical basis 

With a view of establishing a consistent data base. contact 

was made with the Central Bureau of Statistic in Damascus; thi 

body publishes yearly the "Foreign Trade Statistics" and the 

"Statistical Abstract". while, monthly, the "Bulletin of Fo­

reign Trade". From these pubblications the following informa­

tions were extracte~: 

- Commodity trad~, defined in the framework of the Arab Cu­

stom Tarif for the years 1973. 1974. 1979, and in the frame­

work of the Standard International Trade Class~f ication (Refer 

to Annexe 1). for the last four years. 

Imports and exports defined by main countries and main 

commodities. 

Two main reasons determined the choice of usihg national data 

instead of United Nations data: 

1) Syria reporting to the United Nations Statistical Office 

is not sufficiently up to date. 

2) Using national data one major advantage was obteined: the 

possibility of a consistent comparaison with national data 

concerning internal production and consumption. 

Undoubt•ly, because of the modified structure of the statistic 

presentation (Arab Custom Tarif versus SITC) some inconsisten­

ce has been noted when compearing one whith another tables 1 

to 8. 
Similarly, as the national data concerning trade partners are 

extremely imprecise (up to 60% of the value of imports or ex­

ports is classified as "other commodities" without any major 

description), for the analysis of Syria-EEC tr~de we applied 

the so-called "mirroring" tecnique for the reconstruction of 

the missing trade ~ata. 

The mirroring of data utilizP.s the fa~t that the imports of 

one country are exports for another. Thus, in cases where, ior 

instance, import data is missin~ for a specific country, it 

can be reconstructed by using exports to that country reported 
by all other countries of the world. 

r 
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It should be noted, however, that the mirrored data may not 

accurately state case of re-export (transit trade) of com~o­

dities through Syria: normally commodities imported temporari­

ly are reported to the UN with a special code by the country 

of tr~nsit. As such reporting does not ex~st for Syrian trade 

gross import and gross export figures are somewhat ov~r-valued 

due to inclusion of transit trade. 

In general the import figures seem to coincide fairly well 

vitt each other. On the export side, however, there is a signJ 

ficant difference between Syrian and EEC registered exports. 

The main reason for this difference is that oil expoorts have 

been trated differently in the two ~tatistics. As oil trade 

is quite important the significance of the discrepancies and 

missing data can not be under estimate. 

The structure of syrian f~£eign trade for the years 1973, 1974 

1979 and 1983, stated in volume and in value, is presented in 

tables 1 to 8. 

Table 9 contains the foreign trade statistics for the years 

1980 to 1982, stated in value. These recent data are presented 

because of their littk with the overall analysis of the indu­

strial sector performance of the last years. 

As petroleum and pet~?leum products constitute the mcjor ex­

port commoti ty, averaging an export share of 86% over the 

three years period, we devoted to this group a deeper analysis 

and persented the statistics concerning syrian international 

trade for refined and petrolchemicals products in tables 10 

to 

The following ten tables present s'rian registered imports and 

exports from/to the European Community from 1980 to 1984. For 

the reason already mentioned they are followed by the Communi­

ty registered trade with Syria during the same period. 
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SYRIA IMPORTS 

(Quantity in tons, Value in 1000 US ~) 

FOODSTUFFS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 
of which: 

raw sugar ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

FOOD PROCESSING ..•...•....••.••••••.•.•...•• 
of which: 

refined sugar ••••••••••••••.•••••••• 

WOOD PROCESSING ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
PAPER- •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

of which: 
pulp ••••••••••.••• ~ ••••••••••••••••• 
raper manufactures •••••••••••••••••• 

TEXT I LE • ••••••••••••••••••••.•.••••••••••••. 
of which: 

• raw materials ••••••.•••••••••••.•••• 
textile manufactures •••••••••••••••• 

PETROLEUM & PRODUCTS THEREOF •••••••.•••••••• 
of which: 

distillate fuels ••••••.••••••••••••• 
lubrtcating preparations •••••••••••• 

CHEMICALS ••••••.••••••••••••••••••..•••••••• 
of wilich: 

medicaments ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
artificial resins & plastics •••••••••••••••• 

fertilizers •.•••••••• ~·············· 
ENGINEERING ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

of which: 
spare parts •••••••..••.•.••••••••••• 
machinery ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT •••.••••••••••••.•••.•••• 
of which: 

cars •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• 
trucks & special lorries •••••••••••••••• ~··· 

: 

TOTAL : 

QuantitI 
458.146 

10 ~.1-0S 

211.514 

44\.~ °'~ 

108.723 

32.785 

i.J1 
~2.lti'! 

51.234 

:14.fOf 
1. ,_ S"Z.' 

1224.517 

. .lOl-.,Of 
l'8.o\Z.. 

147.899 

J~1' 
,~.'i~3 

"~-~· 'i 
395.702 

J9S'. ~ l~ 
.;3_1,r 

23.493 

3130.148 

4. 

TABLE 1 

Value 
106.231 

57.972 

20.407 

11.281 

n 
,A.t.Lo~ 

58.758 

27.938 

3. lZ.S-4 ..,,l 
68.727 

1"!>."2..2. 
z8.~l4 

l l.1 '). 

192.114 

f 2..l.1b 
.tcLSI) 

3~.950 

616.333 



SYRIA IMPORTS 

(Quantity in tons, Value in 1000 US $) 

FOODSTUFFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
of which: 

raw sugar ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 

~OOD PROCESSING •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
of which: 

refined sugar •••••••.••••••••••.••.• . 
~OOD PROCESSING •••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 

PAPER •••••••• • •••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
of which: 

pulp •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
paper manufactures •••••••••••••••••• 

TEXTILE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
of which: 

raw materials ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
textile manufactures •••••••••••••••• 

PETROLEUM & PRODUCTS THEREOF •••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

distillate fuels ••••••••••••••••.••• 
lubracating preparations •••••••••••• 

CHEMICALS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

medicaments •••••••••••••• , •••••••••• 
artificial resins & plastics •••••••••••••••• 

fertilizer!t ........................ . 

ENGINEERING ·············••••••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

spare parts ........................ . 
machinery .•.•.•..•.••.••.•.••..•••.• 

TRANSPOkT EQUIPMENT·········~··············· 
of which: 

cars •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
trucks & special lorries •••••••••••••••••••• 

TOTAL 

QuantitI 
506.451 

~z..~,, 

290.053 

~ "· <t~2J 
131.235 

52.140 

.•r"' 
j"(. ~'' 
49.309 
1.Ct. OS" 
.t S". 1-l4 

2739.524 

'15.2..1 S" I 
!." .~5'1 

tci. '3?> 

.1.t z. 'l 
38. cu8 

,, (o.S"3' 

586.084 

·5H.i~~ 

"Sl.1~o 

37.109 

5245.263 

5. 

TABLE 2 

Value 
179.479 

if. f4tS 

170.532 

~'l- ~or 

41.147 

32.981 

l'l-
~l. C\o'f 

84.035 
,,,_ q3't 
1 ~. o,, 
74.432 
t).IZC 
l 0. O'iL 

120.072 

~3. 'ell;) 
4 3. I '-0 
.io.z,3 

394.535 

J~1.qo1 

--4 '1.,S'f 

71.145 

1235.392 
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TABLE 3 

SYRIA IMPORTS 

(Quantity in tons, Value in 1000 US $) 

FOODSTUFFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
of which: 

raw sugar ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 

FOOD PROCESSING 
of which: 

refined 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
sugar ••••••••••••••••••••.•• 

WOOD PROCESSING •••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• : 

PAPER •• •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • : 
of which: 

pulp................................ : 
paper manufactures .•••.••••••••••••• : 

TEXTILE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ";: • • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • : 
of which: 

raw materjals •••••••••••••••••.••.•• : 
textile manufactures ••••••••••••••• 

PETROLEUM & PRODUCTS THEREOF •••••••••••••.•• : 
of which: 

distillate fuels ••••••••••••.••••••• : 
lubricating preparations •••••••••••• 

Cf!E~ICALS • • • • • • • • • • • • • •"' • • • · • • • • • • • · • · • • · • • 
of which: 

medicaments ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
artificial resins & plastics •••••••••••••••• 

fertilizers ........................ . 

ENGINEERING • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
of which: 

spare parts ••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
machinery ••••••.•.•....••••..•.••.•• 

TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT ••••••••••••••••••••••.•. : 
of which: 

cars • .•••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 
trucks & special lorries •••••••••••••••••••• 

TOTAL 

Quan tit! 

e96.U4 

'l.l. ,0 3 

308.688 
.lf}-. U.I 

214.699 
64.423 
3 o.H1. 
}'t.O'f. 

77 .010 

7160.895 

-t~oo. ~'d. 
tJ.l'tl 

442.610 

~. 3'.1-9 

1088.726 

C\ 1-0. rct 
-111.15, 

66.756 

Value 

337.489 
lt. Pl4 

123.747 
.tr."~'i 

75.606 
39.765 
!•.~1tl 

I 8. fc't ~ 

151.534 

911.404 ,,,_,,g 
., , .11'1/ 

345.107 

~a.''" 

1010.325 

"b'l _, ~" 

5t.,c. ''S' 
210.734 

10 382.540 3333.346 



SYRIA IMPORTS 

(Quantity in tons, Value in 1000 US $) 

FOODSTUFFS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
of which: 

raw sugar ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 

FOOD PROCESSING 
of which: 

refined 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
sugar....................... : 

WOOD PROCESSING ••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
PAPER ......................................... : 

of which: 
pulp................................ : 
paper manufactures •••••••••••••••••• : 

TEXTILE • • • • •• • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• •• : 
of which: 

raw materials •••••••••••••••••••••.• : 
textile manufactures •••.•••••••••••• : 

PErROLEUM & PRODUCTS THEREOF •••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

distillate fuels •••••••••••••••••••• 
lubricating preparations •••••••••••• : 

CHEMICALS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
of which: 

medicaments ••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
artificial resins & plastics •••••••••••••••• 

fertilizers ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ENGINEERING ···············••••••••••••••••• : 
of which: 

spare parts ••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
machinery ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 

TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

cars •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••.• 
trucks & special lorries •••••••••••••••••.•• 

TOTAL 

guantitI 
1418.040 

~ fO. 2. J,l, 

1019.360 

)CU.\JJ 

215.852 
119.163 

~.'il J 

\,O't. 6~ 2.. 

64.950 

C\. 12.2. 
55.11~ 

6076.4:.> 

387.431 

•i..o1P 

J5t.}-i>~ 

653.597 

92.314 

1~. g.rs 
,l-.1)~ t 

10 920.485 

7. 

TABLE 4 

Value 
473.280 

5"L' oi: 

377.358 
l ~l..4 l..S" 

84.535 
84.623 

~. "~o 
la _,or, 

37.457 

J1.1 ?>1 
.15.~tc, 

1187 .617 

353.811 

-llc.1'3 

i) .~l'~ 

1963.639 

335.302 

Al1. 9'«~ 
1ol ))Ci 

4460.073 
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1.2 Imports analysis 

Tables 1 to 4 allow to detect the possible structural char.ges 

of syrian imports durjng the last decade. It should be noted, 

however, that these statistics are organised ~y major commodi­

ties groups so that the res~ective percentages over the total 

imports are somewhat over-valued. 

in the followig the share of each commodity group during the 

different years will be indicated so to facilitate the compa­

raison with the modifi~atioLs in the national industrial sect-

or. 

Foodstuffs and food processing imports' value constituted 26.4 
of total imports in 1973, 28?3% in 1974, 13,8% in 1979 and 194 

in 1983. Considering the share of this group over the total 

quantities imported during the different years it represented 

21,3% in 1973, 15,1% in 1974, 11,6% in 1979 and 23,3%. 

In absolute terms imports of foodstuffs and food processing 

ammounted to 669.660 tons in 1973 and to 2.437.400 tons in 

1983, or a threP.fold increase over ten years. 

Wood nrocessing imports registered a moderate decrease either 

in terms of value and of qvantity during the last decade. In 

terms of volume ~ood processing repres~nted 3,4% of total im­

ports in 1973, 2,5% in 1974, 2.0 in 1979 and l.~ in 1983. 

In terms of value these commodities accounted for 3.3% of to­

tal imports in 1973, 3.3 in 1974, 2.2 in 1979 and 1.8 in 1983. 

Paper imports were stable. Their value repre~ented 1.8% in 

1973 and the same in 1983. The recorded quantities imported 

registered a threefold increase shifting from 32.785 tons in 

1973 to 119.163 tons in 1983. 

Textile. The volume of total imports in this sector can be co~ 

sidered stable: 51.234 tons in 1973 and 64.950 in 1983. Never­

theless in relative terms the share of the textile sector over 

the value of total imports decreased: it represented 9.5% cf 

toal imports in 1973 and 0.03% only in 1983. 
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Petroleum and products-thereof imports registered a percenta­

ge increase of 5% in volume and 11% in value. As the S.I.T.C. 

sys:em was introduced in the general foreign trade statistics 

only in 1976, it is impossible to differe'ltiate betv~en im­

ports of crPde and refi~ed products in the preceeding years. 

t\onet:teless a co!Dparaison can be made for "distillate fuels 

and lubricating preparations" whose registered imports ammoun­

ted to 125.699 tons in 1973 and to 490.089 tons in 1983. 

In terms of volume, imports of this group of products ammoun­

ted to 39% of total imports in 1973, 52% i~ 1974, 68% in 1979, 

and 55% in 1983. 
The value accocnted for 4,5% of total imports in 1973, 6~ in 

1974, 27.3% in 1979, and 26.6% in 1983. 

Chemicals. Quantity values of imported chemicals doubled in 

ten years but the share of the group over the imports total 

value was decreasing: 11.5% in 1973 and 7.9% in 1983. 

One of :he most important items of this group is constituted 

by medicaments, whose value represent2d, in 1983, half of the 

value of total imported chemicals. 

Engineering. Under this category different items have been in­

cluded but it overs, mainly, ra.t1meterials and manufactured 

products of ferrous and non ferrous m~tals and machinery. 

In 1973 engineering products represented 12% of the t~tal va­

lue of imported products and ~1% of the total value of imports 

In 1983 they represented 6% of the total quantity imported and 

44% of the tc ~al val~e of imports. 

The internal proportion between spare parts and machinery did 

not change substantially during the last ten years: in 1973 

spare parts reprPs@nted 77.2% of the sector total imports, and 

in 1983 77.5%. Obviously the situation appears different if 

we analyse the value of: in 1973 spare parts represented 13% 

and machinery 17% of the total imports value; in 1983 the same 

items represented 8.3~ and 35.6% respectively. 
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Transport eguipment and parts thereof .During the last decade 

imports of this group did not registered in terms of value or 

of volume, any substantia change. In 1973 the percentage value 

over the total imports was of 5.51. and it was of 7.5% in 1983. 

However, an internal modification occurred in the group: in 

1973 the value of imported cars accounted for only 4.1% of the 

group imports, it accounted for 48% in 1983. 
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SYRIA EXPORTS 

(Quantity in tons, Value in 1000 US $) 

FOODSTUFFS ••••.•...••..•..•.•••.••..•.•••••. 
of which: 

raw sugar •••••••• ~·················· 
FOOD PROCESSING ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

of which: 
refined sugar ...............•.•..... 

WOOD PROCESSING ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

PA PER • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

pulp •••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
paper manufactures •••••••••••••••••• 

TEXT! LE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
of which: 

raw materials ..•• a •••••••••••••••••• 

textile manufactures •••••••••••••••• 

PETROLEUM & PRODUCTS !HEREOF •••••••••••••••. 
of which: 

distillate fuels •••••••••••••••••••• 
, b • . . 
~u r•cat1ng preparations •••••••••••• 

CHE~IICALS. • · • • • • •• • • •• •• • •. •. • • • • • • ••••••••• 
of which: 

medicaments ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
artificial resins & plastics •••••••••••••••• 

fertilizers ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ENGINEERING ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

epare parts ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
machinery ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

cars •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•. 
trucks & special lorries •••••••••••••••••••• 

TOTAL 

. . 

. . 

Quantity 
179.269 

3&.357 

'. ,z.' 
5.883 

1.363 

A-t'z. 
1.0 l 

167.949 

.( "'·(.", t1. ~00 

4329.583 

2.236 

A 2.1 

l ·"" fo 

10.864 

~ .~~' 
tn~ 

1.628 

5022.237 

11. 

TABLE 5 

Value 

46.040 

18.361 
52~ 

1.047 

330 

l-' 
4 I> S"(; 

185.210 

.4!.t.'42.r 
S"Z.l-~l 

76.779 

1.666 

ztq 
l~ )-

5.334 

t.C\l' 
1.~H 

1.763 

352.967 



SYRIA EXPORTS 

(Quantity in tons, Value in 1000 US $) 

FOODSTUFFS································· : 
of which: 

raw sugar ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 

FOOD PROCESSING 
of which: 

refined 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
sugar ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

WOOD PROCESSING ••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• 

PAPER • • • • • • • • •• • • • • •••• •••••••••••••••••••• : 
of which: 

pu 1 p • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 
paper manufactures •..•••••••..•••••• : 

TEXTILE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • of which: 
raw materials ••••••••••••••••••.•••• 
textile manufactures •.•••••••••••••• : 

PETROLEUM & PRODUCTS THEREOF ........•....... : 
of which: 

distillate fuels ••••••••••••••••.••• 
lubricating preparations •••••••••••• 

CHE~1ICALS •••••••••••••.••••••••••••..•••••• 
of which: 

medicaments ••••••••••••.•••••••••••• 
artificial resins & plastics •••••••••••••••• 

fertilizers ........................ . 

ENGINEERING································ 
of which: 

spare parts .....•.•...........•...•• 
machinery •••.•.•....•.•..........•.• 

TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT •••••.•.••••.•••••••••.• 
of which: 

cars . ...•........................... 
trucks & special lorries •••••••••••••••••••• 

TOTAL 

: 

Quantity 
71.209 

39.095 

.A.°!> t. I 

6.234 

2.868 

l. ~:\-' 
JY~ 

143.368 

~ lb.'S"' 
l ,.ro, 

6163.096 

1.624 
I I 

IJ (O 

14.177 

·O.Z.z>'1 

2.555 

6992.957 

12. 

TABLE 6 

Value 

23.169 

25.931 
'5)0 

1.033 

490 

~' 
311 

255.660 

Lr5". '!>o 
5".Z.." ".3 

434.651 

2.009 
~8.Z.. 

~~'° 

5.944 

~-~'~ 

3.037 

787.556 



SYRIA EXPORTS 

(Quantity in tons. Value in 1000 US $} 

FOODSTUFFS·································· : 
of which: 

raw sugar ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

FOOD PROCESSING 
of whic~: 

refined 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
sugar •..•.••..........•....• 

WOOD PROCESSJ!JG ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

PAPER • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••• 
of which: 

pu 1 p • •••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 
paper manufactures •••••••••••••••••• 

TEXTILE 
of which: 

raw materials •.••••••••••••••••••••• 
textile manufactures •••••••••••••••• 

PETROLEUM & PRODUCTS THEREOf ••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

distillate fuels •••••••••••••••••••• 
lubracating preparations •••••••••••• 

CHE~llCALS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• 
of which: 

medicaments ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
artificial resins & plastics •••••••••••••••• 

fertilizers •••••••••••••••••••••..•• 

ENGINEERING •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

spare parts •••.••••••••••••••••••••• 
machinery •••.•.••.•.••••••••.•.•••.• 

TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

cars •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
trucks & special lorries .••••••••••••••••••• 

TOTAL 

Quantity 

152.371 

33.823 

• !. SRl 

16.335 

3.263 

152.579 

~4 3.0ll 
~Ci .5S"t 

9492.878 

"31-l. os- \ 

8.506 

11.493 

9944.577 

13. 

TABLE 7 

Value 

58.443 

22.360 

l. '" 2. 

3.016 

2.291 

276.397 

.tot..!6~ ,r_,,r 
1221.352 

5l..61' 

6.830 

20.581 

f. }6~ 
A').Z..rl.. 

9.327 

1646.250 

1 
I 



$VF.IA EXPORTS 

(Quantity in tor.s, Value in 1000 US $) 

FOODSTUFFS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

raw sugar •••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 

FOOD PROCESSING 
of which: 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
refined sugar ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

WOOD PROCESSING •••.•..•••••••.•..••••..••••• 
PAPER •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

of which: 

TEXTILE 
of 

pulp ••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
paper manufactures •••••••••••••••••• 

................................ 
-..!ach: 

raw materials ••••••••••••••••••..••• 
textile manufactures •••••••••••••••• 

PETROLEUM & PRODUCTS THEREOF •••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

distillate fuels •••••••••••••••••••• 
lubricating preparations •••••••••••• 

CHEMICALS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

medicaments •.•••••••••••••.••••••••• 
artificial resins & plastics •••••••••••••••• 

fertilizers ••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 

E~GINEERING •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

spare parts ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
machinery .•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TRANSPORT EQUIPM~NT ••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 
of which: 

cars • ••••.• I •• •••••••••••••••••••••• 

trucks & special lorries •••••••••••••••••••• 

TOTAL 

: 

: 
: 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

Quantity 

135. 713 

86.545 
,Cc.")/ 

997 
2.364 

149.146 

,o,.~ lo 
~ (. ~'4'\ 

7529.899 

(~~·. ''l.. 

30.140 

~~ 

f.~o 
5.059 

5.117 

9042.177 

I 
i 

14. 

TABLE 8 

Value 

52.010 

54.591 
.t. 38'3 

973 

348.360 

n1c. oqr 
.(,l .~~ 

1325.146 
.. uct.t.~ 

57.418 

...... }-~ 

·:. ~.-.~:11rl!I 
17.948 

3.531 

1925.370 
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1.3 Exports analysis 

Tables 5 to 8 presented the structure of syrian exports, sta­

ted in Value and in volume, for the years 1973, 1974, 1979, 

1983. In the following the export structure of syrian trade 

will be briefly analysed, highlighting the chang~ments regi­

stered in the last decade. 

The share of each commodity group in the total exports of the 

different years will be indicated if superior to 0.00%. 

As it ~as already indicated for imports these stati~tics con­

cern only the major commodities groups thus the single percen­

tages are somevhat over-valued. 

Foodstuffs and food processing exports accounted for 18.2% of 

the exports' total value in 1973, and for 4.3% of the exports' 

total quantity. In 1974 the importance of this group decreased 

both in terms of its contribution to the exports' total value 

and total quantity; in that year it accounted for only 6.1% 

of the total value and for 1.5% of the total quantity exported. 

The situation improved in 1979 and further in 1983 when the 

sector share over the total value of exports reached 5.5%. 

In reality Syria is a traditional exporter of canned food, 

groundnuts and biscuits but none of the pubblic companies con­

cerned show outside sales since 1982. Considering the big un­

sold stocks the situation could he determined by the foreign 

exchange policy. Indeed, in 1982 most of the exports proceeds 

were converted in syrian currency according to the official 

rate, which stood at 4 SP against l US $. This was far below 

the real value of the syrian pound, such as this value is de­

termined in the foreign exchange markets in Beirut and Amman. 

Under these conditions, export transact ions were either not 

possible (too expensive products) or lead to losses. 

In 1982, the public food industrie_sexportedonly 2 commodities: 

deydrated onions, mineral water. 



16. 

Wood processin exports were stable during the p£riod conside-

1 ed. Neither the value nor the qu3ntity exported r~ached 1% of 

the total exports values. The m~ssive imports of furniture by 

other countries of the region could had made it possible some 

development of the sector. 

Paper. Exports for this group of products did not show any si­

gnific3nt improvement during the last decade. 

Textile. Exports in this group are mainly constituted by ra~ 

cotton, which rapresented in 1973 71.5% of the total textile 

sector exp~rts' value. Se situation registered a minimal imp­

rovement but raw cotton still represented 50% of the total 

textile exports value in 1983. 

The poor performance of syrian textile industry is nnfavoura­

ble for the country as a whole as well as for the individual 

companies. As to the first point, that is the national inte­

rest, in 198'" all public textile companies, taken together, 

used an higher value of imported inputs than the value of 

their exports. 

Petroleum and products thereof. It is the most important ex­

port proceed but because of the statistical systen of natio­

nal s~atistics used before the adoption of the SITC system, 

is almost impossible to establish the percentage of exportec 

crude or refined products for the first years of our analysis. 

In fact, crude oil was not mentioned in the national tables 

presenting the exports of main comrnodities, when in the same 

tables informations were given for what concerns refined products. 

In 1979 crude oil exports constituted 95.34 of the total ex­

ports of this group; in 1983 the value of crude oil exports 

represented 79.4% of the total value of these exports, and 

77.8% of the total quantity. 

Chemicals exports were traditionally limited to natural ferti­

lizers but many factories in the chemic31 industry have been 

built with large export capacities. This is notably so for 

fertilizers factories, glass industries and coopanies in the 

leather industry. 

r 
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In 1982-1983 export performance was disappointind as the Dama­

scus Tannery was the only company where sales abroad were more 

than 10% of total sales. Taking together oll companies of the 

GO for Chemical Industry, imports exceeded exports in 1982 by 

360.5 mn SP. 

EngineerinK exports. In terms of absolute quantit:iesfongineering 

exports diminished. In 1973, they ammounted to 10.864 tons 

while in 1983 to 5059 tons only; higher national consumption 

it is probably the m~in reason of this decrease. 

In fact, engineering industries are essentially import-substi­

tution nctivities. Thus it is normal if they show up with a 

negative foreign exchange impact. Expenditure a broad is for 

raw materials needed for running the engineering industries. 

In case that these activities were not undertaken, Syria would 

have imports of final products no• produced domestically. How­

ever two aspects should be stressed: firstly export capacities 

have been created, and secondly, import-substitution is costl~ 

even in foreign exchange. 



SYRIA IMPORTS-EXPORTS in Value (mn US $) 1980-1982 

YEARS: 1980 1981 1982 

-
Products: Import F.xport Net F.xp. Import Export Net Exp. Import Export Net Exp. 

Foodstuffs •••••••••••••••• 197.2 25.3 - 171.9 331.1 153 ~ 1768.1 300.5 75.1 - 225.4 

Foodprocessin~··•••••••••• 176.4 6.1 - 170.3 188.4 13.7 - 174.7 131.5 11.3 - 120.2 

Textile ••••••••••••••••••• 207.1 108.2 - 98.9 315.3 16'·· 2 - 151.1 208 109 - 99 

Paper ••••••••••••••••••••• 41.6 1.3 - 110.3 56.9 1.0 - 55.9 50.2 1.3 - 48.9 

Wood ••••••••••••••••••••• 109.7 0.8 - 108.9 .51.6 52.'• 

CHEMICALS •••••••••••••••• 339.3 3.2 - 336.1 546,6 22.5 - 524.1 457.4 4.9 - 452.5 

of which: 

- crude rubber •••••••••••• 3.9 o.o - 3.9 13.5 o.o - 13.5 I 9.9 0.6 - 9.3 
Rubber Manufactures ••••• 49.2 0.3 - 48.9 63.6 0.3 - 63.3 36.5 0.2 - 36.3 

- Crude fertilizers ••••••• o.o 0.9 0,9 0.2 16.2 16.0 o.o 1.2 1.2 
Fertilizers manuf actur~~ I 15.6 o.o - 15.6 6.7 o. 2 - 6.5 4.0 0.1 - 3.9 

- Artificial resins & 
Plastics materials ••••• 58.2 0.1 - 58.1 112.4 0.2 - 112.2 87.8 0.1 - 87.7 

- Medicaments ••••••••••• 92.4 0.2 - 92.2 141.2 0,3 - 140.9 156.2· o.o - 156.2 

PETROLEUM & PETROLEUM 
PRODUCTS •.•..•..•••.••••• 11010.2 1662.0 591.8 11730.5 1663.6 - 66.b I 1467 .1 1515.2 48.1 

of which: 

- Crude Oil ••••••••••••• 804.7 1335.3 530.6 1271: .o 1286.6 12.6 1083,8 1041.1 - 42.7 
REfined products ••••••• 241.8 328.7 86.9 456.4 377.0 - 79.4 383.3 474.0 90.7 

.... 
00 . 

•-



SYRIA IMPOR'l'S-F.XPORTS in Value (mn US $_) 1980-1982 

(Cont'd) 

YEARS: 1980 1981 1982 

Products: Import Export Net Exp. Import Export Net Exp. Import Export Net Exp. 

Other minerals •••••••••••• 2.9 3.7 4.8 
Gas naturel & manufactured 5.5 o.o - 5.5 5.2 o.o - 5.2 7.7 o.o - 7,7 

Stone, sand & gravel ••••••• 3.4 0.4 - 3.0 4.6 0.2 - 4.4 1.9 0.2 - 1. 7 
Cement & construction Mat •• 41. 0.3 - 40.7 63. 0.1 - 62.9 45.1 0.1 - 45. 

CRUDE FERROUS & NON-
I FERROUS METALS •••••••••••• 56.l 0.6 - 55.5 I 83.1 o.o - 83.l I 65. o. - 65. 

of which: 
i~on & steel & ferrous allo 

'"' linRots of iron,steel 11 11 18.1 0 - 18.1 20.7 0 - 20.7 9.1 0 - 9.1 

ENGINEERING ••••••••••••••• 1265.2 26.7 - 1238.5 2134.6 34.8 - 2099.8 1486.4 29.7 - 1456.7 

of which: 
iron & steel spare parts 197.6 0.4 - 197.2 329.3 o.8 - 328.5 I 123.5 0.2 - 123.3 
manufacture of bas metals 97.7 5.4 - 92.3 154.6 5.1 - 149.5 

I 
104.8 4.4 - 100.4 

MACHINERY ••••••••••••••••• 533.7 9.1 - 524.6 907,3 11.3 - 896. 639.'• 10. 629.4 

of which: 
*power generating machines J 65,7 4.0 - 61.7 11.1.4 4.7 - 136.7 77.0 4.4 - 72.6 

machinery . 195.3 2.9 - 192.4 298.1 1.0 - 297.1 22.6 1.1 - 221.5 
metal wnrkinn machinery.... 18.2 0 - 18.2 18.6 0.1 - 18.5 28.5 0.1 - 28.4 
general industrial machiner 142.4 1. - 141.4 267.9 3.1 - 264.8 182.0 2.1 - 179.9 
electrical machinery & 
apparats •••••••••••••••••• 1112.1 1.2 - 110.9 I 181.3 2.4 - 178.9 I 129.3 2.3 - 127. 
office machines ••••••••••• 11.5 0.2 - 11.3 45.8 o. - 45.8 28.6 o.8 - 27.8 
professional controling 
instruments ••••••••••••••• I 28.0 1.8 - 26.2 I 56.5 2.4 - 54.1 I 52.1 3.8 - 48.3 

.... 
(*) Machinery specialized I I I 

.c 
• 

for pnrticulnr indu:i1triN~ 
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SYRIA IMPORTS-EXPORTS in Value (mn US $) 1980-1982 

(Cont'd) 

YEARS: 1980 1981 1982 

Products: Import Export Net Exp. Import Export Net Exp. Import Export Net Exp. 

ROAD VEHICLES & OTHER TRANS-
PORT EQUIP. .............. 274. 3.8 - 265.2 467.1 11.6 - 455.5 370.6 8.1 - 362.5 
of which: 

passenger motor cars •••••• 36. l 0.2 - 35.9 67.9 2.2 - 65.7 84.1 0.1 - 84. 
motor vehicles for goods ••• 122.4 2.0 - 120.4 196.7 1.8 - 194.9 135.3 0.7 - 134.6 
Telecomunications & sound 
recotding sets •••••••••••• 98.2 1.0 - 97.2 145.8 3.5 - 142.3 150.~ 2.4 - 147.9 
Photographic apparatus •••• 24.5 o. - 24.5 28.2 0.1 - 28.1 17.1 o. - 17.1 
Miscellaneous manufactured 
articles (1) •••••••••••••• 30.S 2.9 - 27.6 40.7 4.8 - 35.9 31. 4.1 - 26.9 
Special transactions & 
connodities •••••••••••••••• 12.4 0.8 - 11.6 7,4 4. - 3.4 6.1 4.2 - 1.9 

(l)• STIC: 892-894-895 
896-897-898-899 

N 
0 
• -




