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~itle ~f ~roject: P~~ F.valuation of the r.verall Co~onut Industry in ft~rica 
rs/~Lo/80/005/11-01 

!}uty station: ECA Secretaria.t F.eadauarters. Addis t.taba. f.thioria 

Duration of study: fifteen r..ays (lf to 30 Nover.iber 1983) 

~ . . 
O. !!llSS10n: 

:<'indinf!s: 

~ecc::;r.endations: 

':'a assist the Ecor.o'.""fr Cc~ission for Africa OTA) 

~ec!'et".!.riat in re•riewinp; the overall situation of 

the coconut industry in A:1 rica in Yiew of defininP' 

useful develor,rnent action. 

f't.a.tistics indica.te tr.at the coconut industr:r in 

Africa is staP'nated and conditior.s o~ ~eneral 

nei:rlect are evident. EoweYer, African resources in 

terms of existinP, coconut ".Ylantations, aYailable 

lands for coconut nrcduct ion. available T'!an~owe!' 

and exnerience in ~·ar:r.. and industrial ~reduction. 

as well as the existen~e of markets :
1

or coconut 

~roducts. are ~ssets in the ~u~ther develo~~~r.t af 

the coconut indust!'~' in Afric1. 

SettinP' un of viable coconut nrocessin~ industries. 

suitably sized l!.nd strate.dca:l;r located. is reccr.:-

mended to catalyze tte develorMent of the industry. 

A rri.ore thorougoh stud•r and e'!aluation of the coconut 

industry in ft.~!'ica .. which wi:l i.ncluC.e i/isits to 

tte cocor.,.it "l"roducinl" countries and ind·.lst:-:.r-le•:el 

i~vestiP-~tion, should. ::e ,_.indertake!'l. 

C~rre!1C7 con'lersicn: U~$ 1 =Birr 2.05 (l( 1ove~ber 1~23) 
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Fea.lizin~ the ~eed to exnlcit tte ~otentials c:- the coconut in~~s-

tr7 in A:'rica. tte Secretariat o:' the Econoric CC!"I"'.issicn •'or -~-"rica 

(:;:r,•.) exnr-::ssed its interest ta the U?'lited .'.fa.tions Ir.dustri'l.l '.::'evelor-

:ie:-tt 0,r;•ar:izat ion ( 0~!:!'"'.)C') f'or :-.he services of a cocc:'lut rrc:ces sir.;-

exrer~ to assist FCA in reYie>1ir.P: the overall situaticn at' tr.e c-::-~onut 

~allow. 

In response. UNIDC assiP:ned a coconut n!"ocessing; ex,-e!"t :'o!" a 

r.eriod of !'iteen da:rs. fro!1 16 to 30 November 1953. to t!-.e '.'7ecreta.!"iat 

o:' t:G. at Addis Ababa. Ethionia. :n~or.r.ation !'ro~ t!':.e i9;::;1 ?t.O 

~!"eduction Yeartook and 1931 FAO Trade Yea!"book. and discussiar.s with 

:!r. 3. '.'.. Vlavonou of the r:'AO/r.CJl Advisory r}!"our, on !='cod "..nd Arri cul-

tu!"al :ndustries ~evelo~nent in A~rica. ~rovided the basic in~ornatian 

contained in this re~crt. 

In assessing this re~ort. it should be borne in :iind ttat tne 

latest statis<:.ics used were :-or 1?31 and the rrobabl~r assur.-1ntirms "#ere 

r::ad.e w!'lere relevant in~.::r:nations were not '3.vailable. ':"he dert.h 'l:·i.i 

acc1.;.rac:r of this re-;:o::-t could have teen imnroved i :' t'.:e::-e T.~'ls c-:--ro!"tun:.t:r 

~or t~e exnert to visit the co~or.ut n::-oduci~~ re•icns to ~~ke ~ctu~l 

observations and a.ssess~ent o!" the coconut industrv. 

~-1 
I 
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... ... . I~:FORMATIOJ ON THE COCONUT r:mu~"! 

Coconut Production 
The esti::nated total coconut production in Africa, in 1981, ve.s 

about 1,515.000 ~etric tons or about 2 billion nuts. ':he major coconut 

producing countries are Ghana. Ivory Coast and Ni~eria on the V.est 

Coast. and Kenya, Mozambique and '!'anzania on t'he East Coast. The 

coconut production statistics for Africa and tte coconut ~rcducin~ 

African countries are shovn in Table !. 

Table l - Coconut Production in African Countries {l,000 MT) 

Country 1969-1971 

Africa l,466 

:Benin 20 

Cameroon 2 

Cape Verde 10 

Comoros 69 
Equatorial Guinea 6 
Ghana 257 

Guinea 15 
Guinea Bissau 31 

I·1ory- Coast 49 

Ken:ra 11 
Liberia 6 

~adaga3car 19 
Mauritius 8 

I·io::ambictue 1+00 

liigeria •.>6 

Jao Tome " PriDcipe 42 

.:ieDegal 4 

Se7chelles 34 

Sierra Leone 2 

Somalia l 

Tanzania 3lv 

~ogo 17 

20 

2 

lC 

64 

1 
159 

15 
25 

150 

v5 

1 

39 

5 

90 
34 

4 

l 

19d0 

1,494 

20 

2 

10 

J3 

1 
160 

15 
~j 

lJ5 

90 
1 

.i;.O 

5 
.,.20 

4 

3 
l 

1981 

1,515 

20 

2 

10 

53 

1 
160 

15 
25 

159 
95 
7 

40 

j 

420 

90 
)6 

4 

3 

1 

320 
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fonra ?roduction 
In 19dl. copra production in Africa va.s esti..~ated at about 

175,000 metric tons. The major coconut ~reducing countries ~ere 

Ivory Coast, Mozambioue and '!'anzania. 

is shown in Table 2. 

Table 2 - Conra Production 

Countr~r 1969-71 

Africa 150 

Benin 3 

Comori,s 6 

Ghana 10 

Guinea :Bissau 6 

I·1or:r Coast 

Ke?Jya 

i.wiadapscar 

Mozambique 

Nigeria 

Sao Tome ~ 

Se7chelles 

Tanzania 

Togo 

f"\ • , 
1.-

6 

6 

2 

59 
0 

Frinci:pe ; 

' 31 
3 

in African 

!212 
161 

3 

5 

1 

5 
22 

2 

5 
,. . o, 
10 

4 

4 

27 
2 

Co"Ora t:-roduct ion, by count ::-.r. 

C'cu."ltries (l.COO ~·!:') 

i9ao 1961 

172 175 

3 3 

3 3 

1 7 

; 5 
23 24 

9 9 

6 6 

6d 70 

10 10 

4 4 

4 4 

29 29 
2 2 

From coconut oil exports statistics, it is evident that oil =ills 

e:dst in !•tr:Jr"J Cea.st. ;(enya. !.'..,zam'bfo_ue and ':'an:ania. ·.:'he oil :-:illin~ 

ca.pacit~r o~ oil mills in Ken:ra is acout 120 metric tons t:er i!a.;r. ~fo 

in!or:nat!on is available on the ca~aciti~s in other countries. !~ 

is. hcve•1er, -=ossible that the:-e are oil ~ills in other countries :•.:.t 

~r.ose ~reductions vere not exported and in!o?"?:ation or their existence 

is not available. Coconut oil ex~ort~tion !rem Afriean e~untries are 

shovn on Table 3. 
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~~Cle 3 - Coconut ~il Exrorts frO!!! African Count~ies 

~uar.tity (metric tons) Valu~ (t 000' I 

Co'l:Jltr.y 1979 19o0 1901 1979 1960 1;+01 

Ivory Coast 10,37i 13,071 15,500 l0,22) 10,300 a,coo 
Ken.ya 191 l7j 160 232 200 loO 
I-.ozambique 4,000 3,500 3,500 3,200 2,100 2,000 
Tanzania 100 200 145 200 

!n 1975, 67 metric tons of desiccated coconuts vere exported fr~ 

Ivory Coast. '!'here are no :-ecords avail:il::le on desiccated coconut f~ 

1976 to the present. 

L:x~o:-tation of Coconuts (in shell) 

!n 1931. 15.610 metric tons of coccnuts (in shell). valued at ~bout 

$1. 325, 000 were exported from African countries. Details cf these ex-

t'orts are show in Table 4. 

Tatle !. - Coconut Exnorts fro~ African Cou~tries 

Countr:r Q.uantity (metric tons) 

1979 

Ivory Coe.st 13,941 
Kenya 1,031 

loi.adagascar 12 

Seychelles 97 

A. Coconut Products 

Coconut Oil 

12_00 1981 

14,000 15.000 

603 500 
T 

2a2 110 

...... 

Value (~ 000) 

1979 1900 1981 

l,315 1,700 l,600 

304 273 1eo 
3 

45 93 45 

!r. 1991, African countries i~rorted 32,261 metric tor.s or coconut 

oil, valued a~ about $24.964,00C. Coconut oil im~orts. by country. ~re 

shown in Table 5. 
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Table ; - Coconut Oil !r.:norts 'h;· /.:!"ric'ln Countries (19Sl) 

Country ~"'l?lti t.v (metric tons) Value (~·ooo) 

1979 1980 1981 1979 198~ 1981 

Africa 19,194 28,080 32,261 19,659 26,776 24,964 

Aleeria 6,179 4,270 6,500 7,530 4,065 6,600 

Ethiopia 363 112 700 330 85 450 

L.ybia 274 846 2JO ~9 1,642 360 

t.!a.dagasce::r 235 36 36 181 42 42 

Jiialawi 365 194 190 386 200 350 

l.auri ti us 205 180 340 230 190 300 

J.ioroco 13 57 57 15 
,._ 

65 o, 

Reunion 24 36 40 28 40 43 

Se:rchelles 40 16 16 'c 21 21 o,. 

Somalia 59 3,000 4,500 56 330 4,600 

South A.i'rica 9,230 ll,368 13,000 8,326 a,316 7,300 

Sudan 259 171 430 338 229 380 

Tanzania 300 830 aoo 270 640 530 

Zambia 422 497 500 451 624 520 

Zimba we 645 529 

~esiecated Coconut !~norts 
Desiccated coconut imports by African countries was 3,852 ~etrie 

tor.s valued at $6. 066. 000. The rna.1or inmorters a.re F.nmt a.nd South 

A!':-ica.. Des1~ce.ted coconut i?!!-oorts b;r eountr.r are shovn in ~a.'ble 6. 



- 5 -

Table 6 - Desiccated Coco~ut !~~orts by African Countries 

Quantit7 c~etric tons) !/alue (S 000) 

Country 1919 1980 1981 1979 1986 1981 

Africa 3,737 3,836 3,852 4,778 6,s1a 6,066 

Cameroon 
., 5 .) 

Cape ~rerde l 2 

%n>t l,519 l,203 l,500 l,812 2,882 3,.300 

ICer.-ra 3 17 6 29 

!.ybie. i1a 64 l:!l 57 

Reunion 43 44 52 87 98 106 

South Africa 2,051 2,498 2,300 2,737 3,414 2,600 

Zambia 9 30 

Coconut lliroorti:. 

In 1981, 4,591 metric tons of coconuts (in shell) valued at 

~ l,113,000 were imported by African count~ies. The imports of the 

countries are shown in '!'able 7. 

Table 7 - Coconut Imports by African Countries 

Q.uantitV (metric tons) Value (:Z 000) 

Countt'Y' 1979 1980 1981 1979 1930 1981 

.At'rica 3,0ll 3,777 4,591 667 919 1,113 

Mauritius i,;co 1,7,4 1,771 370 509 ;1a 

Moro co 79 13 

Reunion 110 131 131 33 39 32 

Senegal 487 1,212 l,639 iJ:.) 175 121 

South J\irica 920 708 11000 180 190 282 

Sudan 5 11 
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~. VeE"etable 0il !r.roo:-t s b:-" Selected Cour.tries 

Ve~etable oil il:t~o:-ts by coconut-producin~ countries and their 

nei~hbouring countries are shovn in Table 8. 

Tabie 8 - Ve~etable Oil :m~orts by Some African Countries ($ OOC) 

CountrY' 1978 !212 1980 

Gabon 5,255 5,007 4,406 

Ghana 12,60C 4,175 4,400 

IVOrY' Co;; st 2,038 3,762 4,260 

Kenva 30,137 34,ao3 45,376 

iiadagascar 5,3~a 15,oui 12,911 

:a~e'!"~a ?...,. .c:::. :?2~~:~ 232,CG~ 

Senegal 6.262 4,SB; 18,225 

South A~rica 20.210 23,254 29.586 

'T' • -a:lzania 5,270 3.593 5,06 .. 

Gabon, Ghana. Ker.ye.. Ma.da~ascar a.nd Tanzania ~re net imnorters of 

vereta.ble oils. the rest are net exporters. 

!II. POPULA'i'ICN .A:1' LA~m U~E 

A. Ponulation 

':"ne population of coconut-rroducin~ cotmtries and the number of 

~ersons en~aged in a~riculture ~re shown in ~able 9. 
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Table 9 - ?ouulation of Coconut-Producinr Countries (1~81} 
(thousands) 

Country Total In Agriculture PerCE:ita.ge in 
Ar:Eicutlture 

:Benin 3,640 1,656 45.5 

Cape Verde 329 183 55.6 

Comoros 369 233 63.1 

Ghana 12,061 6,098 j0.5 

ouinea 5,147 4,098 79.6 

Guinea :Bissau 583 476 81.6 

Ivory Coast 8,298 6,532 78.7 

Kenva 17,148 13,,13 ;7.1 
x;ad<igascar a,932 7,400 '12 .5 

lozamili'1'Ue l0,757 6,816 63.4 

ngcria 79,080 41,606 52.3 

Sao Tome & frin. C6 

Tanzania 13,510 14,869 so.4 
Toco 2,705 1,820 67.3 

B. Land Use ---
There are about 47.5 million hectares of arable land in the co

conut-producing countries, as shown in Table 10. The coastal ~ortion 

of these lands may be used for ex~anding cocon~t plantations. 
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Table lC- Land Area and Land Use (thous~d he~tar~s: 

CoUDtr.v Land Area .-irable Land arable Land Perm~nent 

and Pet'Tll. Crops c:rors 

~niD 11,067 1,975 1,350 445 

Cape Verde 403 40 38 2 

Comoros 217 91 76 16 

Ghana 23,002 2,760 1,090 l~ci7Q . 

Guinea 24,586 1,570 1,500 70 

Guinea Bissau 2,800 285 255 30 

Ivory- Coast 31,800 3,880 2,740 l,140 

Kenya 56,925 2,275 1,790 485 

?oladagas car. 58,154 3,000 2,510 490 

I-lozambique 78,409 3,080 2,a50 230 

lligeria )1,077 30,38j 27,a;o 2,535 

Sao Tome & Fm 96 36 l 35 

Seychelles 27 5 1 4 

Tanzania 80,604 5,160 4,110 1,050 

Togo 5,439 1,420 1,355 65 

Total Ara.ble Land - 47,516 

IV. E'!ALUAT!CN CF T:-!Z: cocr.:ru'!' rnD~~~RY S!~ATIO!T 

A. Coconut Production 
Based on ~AO coconut production statistics, coconut ~reduction 

in Africa ha.s increased by onl~! 3. 3 per c'!nt !rom 1971 to 1981. In r.:a.n:r 

of the count!"ies, ~!"oductions ha11e dec!"ee.~ed. ft.n exce~tion to the .:i;enera! 

t?"end is :vor/ Coast. where the!"e ~a.s an increase of atout 300 ~e!" cent 

durin~ the same period. !t is ~ssW!led that the increase in coconut ~re

duction in Ivor/ Coast is due to the existence of coconut ~rocessin~ 

!Jlants, oet<;er :nana'!emen't of coeonu't estates and et'!'orts to de.,elo~ 

the coconut industry. Poor ~erfo?'!'lance in coconut ~reduction can be 

due to: 



0 ,, 

1. Low fertility of soil: 

2. Inadequate fal'I!l maintenance: 

3. Trees are too old: 

4. Little or no replantin~ nroi?Tamme~ 

5. High percentage of uncollected (unaccounted) nuts; 

6. Effects of coconut Pests and diseases. 

Guinea Bissau. Cape '!erde and Guinea produced a.bout 50 million 

nuts in 1981 vhich is equivalent to about 10.000 metric tons of corra. 

The combined production o~ the three countries can sustain the o~era

tion of a medium-scale oil mill and refinery which can be located 

in Guinea Bissau. Possible external market is Sene~al. 

Sao Tome and Principe produced about 36 million nuts in 1981. 

A small-scale oil mill and refinery can be established in Sao Tome. 

Possible external markets are Gabon and Cameroon. 

Madav,ascar produced about 40 million nuts vhile Co?:toros nroduced 

about 53 million nuts in 1981. Each of these cou.~tries can s~stain 

a mediu.~-scale oil mill and refinery with external rr.arkets in mainland 

Africa. 

Ghana has produced about 160 million nuts vhile Nigeria has pro

duced 90 ~illion nuts. If it has not yet been done. coconut processing 

plants should be set u~ in these countries, possibly oil mills and re

fineries or vet-processin~ nlants. 

B. Conra Production 

In 1981, only about 57.7 per cent of coconut nroduction in A~rica 

~ere converted to conra. Assumin~ that there is no other i~dustrial 

processin~ of coconuts, this is a relatively lov fi~ure. ~able 11 

shows the corra production uerfor:nance in each of the countries. 

I I 
I I 
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':'able 11 - Conr'l. Proc!1.iction P'!rfo!"!!lance in :~.f!"i~~n Countries ( 11?81) 

Nut FoteLtial Copra Actual Copra Percentage 
\ I 

Countr.r Production Froduction Production Actual 
(1000 MT) (1000 MT) (1000 ~T) ProC.uction ~~ 

Mrica l,515 303 175 57.7 

:Benin 20 4 3 75.0 

Cape Verde 10 5 0 0 

Comoros 53 10.6 3 28.3 

Ghana 160 32 1 21.9 

Guinea 15 3 0 0 

Guinea Bissau 25 5 5 100 

Ivor.r Coast 154 31.a 24 75.5 

Kenya 95 19 9 47.4 

iiiadagascar 40 8 6 75 

~lozambique 420 d4 70 ..>3.3 

Iiigeria 90 18 10 -- ,. JJ•O 

Sao Tome " Prin. 36 7.2 .i 55.6 

.:ieychelles 29 5.8 4 5.3.9 

Tanzania 320 64 20 ,; 45.3 

Togo 14 2.a r 71.4 " 
Benin, Guinea :Bissau, I·1or;f Coast, i•iadaga::>car, I01ozambi.:;ue, and 

Togo are, rel~tiveiv, high percentage producers. Tr.is is prob~bir 

due t? exis~ence of oil mills in ~hese countries or their Jro~i~ity 

to countries ~ith oil mills, .:l.lld po~sibly due to an acti~e copra 

market. Kenva and ?.anzania, iDspite of the exist~nce of oil mills in 

these countries, maci.e lesP than 50~;. Low co::;,;ra. prices ~nci l!!ck of copra 

m;:king feicilties are t~e causes of lo·.s co:;r:J pro<iuctivr. i.;: K~n:ra. 

'!'he most ?robable r~~sons for lo~ copr~ rroducticn are: 

l. :nadequate or lack of copra dr;rers· 

2. Low co~r~ ~rices: 

3. Ei:~ cost of ~roducin~ cor.r~· 

h. taet o~ O!' unr.":'1~!.!! e~~~~ ~"!~~---: • 

6. :=Jcistence o~ ~re~erred ernr.lc~~ent o~~ort~ni~ies. 
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C. Conre. rt.illing; and Oil F?"oc~ssin~ 

no infor.nation i~ available on the existence, capacities, and 

situation of oil milling and processing plants. If the assumption 

that oil mills exist onl:I in IvorJ Coast, Mozambique, Ken.va, anJl Tan

zania, is correct, then the distance of theGe mills to ~~7 of the 

coconut producers makes tra:isport cost too high and transporting of 

copra inconvenient. This reason probabLY is tho cause of low copra 

production in distant countries. 

Due to high cost of transporting copra, the establishment of 

smaller-scale oil mills is recof!llllended, provided that the cost of 

marketing will not offset the savings in the cost of trans~orting the 

raw material. For such small ~lants, refined oil or otter consumer 

proc.ucts for the .L->cal or neighboring mark'!~s should. be: produced, 

other~ise a collective marketing scheme for e:cports should be arranged. 

The advantagsof ~roduoiub ~onsU?:ler ~roducts for the local m.rket arc 
the high added value ai:d low marke~ing costs. 

D. Desiccated Coconut 

lio information is available on th~ ca~acit7 and si~uation of 

the desiccated coconut plant in l7or:r Coast. Since there are nv 

ex;ort figures since 1976, it is assumed that the operations of the 

plan• had been suspended. ~e reasons for suspending oper~tion, if 

true, are not laJo;m. 

At'rican countries i1D:ported 3 ,d52 metric tons ot' desiccated coco

value~ at about ~o million in lj8l. The demand for uesiccated coconut 

b.y these countries i'lould support the ~r~~ucti~n of 20 metric tons of 

desiccated coconut per da.7 from a plant capacit7 of 120,000 nuts per 

da7. Thi..l shoulcl make oper~tions of the Ivor:r ~oast plant vi:tble. 
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In 1981, coconut oil imports ~ A:rican countries ~as 32,621 

tons valued at :24 1964,000 .;hile the exports of coconut oil .oas about 

19,000 tons valued at about $10,980,000. .Assuming that th~ im;orts 

and exports ~er~ with non-Afric~ countries, Africa's net tr•de los~ 

was about SlO million. ~frica has the the potential to be self-suffi

cient in vegetable oils. 

The total im;orta of vegetable oils b:r coconut-pro~ucing countries 

and their neighboring countries in 193~ (the latest available statistics) 

~as yalued at :356,250,000. Part of the non-coconut oil vegetable oil 

im;orts can be substituted ~ith coconut oil. 7ais is a potential 

market for coconat oil. 

?. ?o~ulation and ~~nlo~ent in ft~r!cul~u~e 

In Table 9 it is sho~n that at lea3t 70% of the po~ulatio~ in the 

the cocoi:ut-producing corntries are dependent on agriculture. The 

l::bor needs for the various ~ha&~• vf t4e coconut i~~ustrf: coconut 

develo~ment, llarvesting of nuts, copr• making, copra trading, and pro

cessing will create 11anv empl~1111ent opportunities since ~Ae inL:.istry 

is highl.V labor-inteJl3ive. 

1ccorciil1g to iAO statistics there are about 50 million hecta~es 

of arable l3l'ld in the coconut-producing countrie3. Some of these 

lands are probabl:r in coastal areas ar.:i suitable t'or coconuts. If' 2~~ 

of these l~nd.s are plant~d to coconuts, it will mean about l million 

h~cta:-a• additional land in coconuts. The potential produc~ion ~ill 

be 5 billion nuts per :rear. Jhen made iJJto copra, the productior~ 

potential is about l million.~etric tops .and an export ~alue of nbQut 

~500 million a 7ear. 

• 
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V. ~ECm.~~:DATIONS 

On the basis of the above evaluation of the overall coconut in

dustry. the follovin~ are recommended: 

1. Determine the needs and evaluate the feasibilitv o~ rehabilitatinv, 

and fertilizin~ existin~ coconut nlantation as me~ns to increase 

coconut Production. Experience in so~e countries have demonstrated 

that clearinF- and veedin~ of cc~onut f~r.'!s can inc!"ease ~rields by 

as much as firty rer cent a!'ter one year. Anplication cf about t-.ro 

kilos of suitatle NPK fertilizer per tree per year can increase 

~reduction to about sixty nuts ner tree per year a~er tvo years 

and as much as 100 nuts ~er tree arte!" five years vith traditional 

tall coconut varieties. 

2. Determine the needs and evalua-~e the feasibility o~ settinf-U!' 

centralized copra dryinv stations or coora centrals as me~ns for. 

increasinF' conra production. Conra centrals vill nrovide "l ready 

market for coconuts for tte farmers and vill encourav.e ~reater efforts 

to harvest the nuts and discoura~e ho~e consUJ!!~tion anc •asta~e of nuts. 

3. Deter!!line the actual needs and evaluate the feasilility cf settin~-un 

oil mills and re~ineries in the follovin~ countries: 

Guinea. Bissau - to process conra. f!"Or!I 
Ca~e Verde, ~uinea and Guinea '9issau - 25 ~'T COt:~a !'.'er day 

f".~o Tome - to process conra from 
~ao To!!!e and 'Tl • • . r1nc1re - 15 ~"'!' cot:ra. ner d!ly 

Comoros - to r-rocess conra from 
Comoros and ~eychelles - 50 '-'T CCl"!"a !"f!r da~r 

~··!lda~asc ar - to ~recess loc ... l conra. 25 '"I' corra ~er day 

Nigeria - to nrocess local copr:i - 50 '~ corra. ~er day 

Ghana - to !lrocess local conra - 100 ~'T conr!!. ~er da~1 

Assur.tinv. th~t there are no existin~ oil mills in these countries. 

4. Study the ~easibility of revivinP. onerations o~ the ~esiccated 

coconut nlant in !vory Coast. 



- 14 -

5. ~tudy the feasibility of establishin~ a coconut vet-~rocessin~ 

rla.~t in Nigeria. The vet processin~ rlant can nroduce coconut 

crea.?:t. hiP-h-aualit~r cocor.ut oil. edible coconut protein extra.ct, 

and edible coconut !'lour. The coconut nrotein vhich has a fooc 

value to cov's milk. can be ~recessed into various hi£h-velue 

food uroducts. includin~ dair..r !!!ilk substitutes. The coconut 

flour has a protein content of ~bout 14 ~er cent. With addition 

of small quantity of vheat flour. it can be ma.de into cookies 

and biscuits. A mixture of tventy ner cent coconut ~lour and 

eighty per cent wheat flour can be baked into aL~ost all kinds 

of bakery products nornally usin~ pure vheat f'lour. '!'he coconut 

cream can be concentrated and canned or s~ray-dried into ~owder. 

There is a market for coconut cream in the United States and the 

!·!iddle East. 

6. Study the feasibility of oneninv up nev coconut plantations in 

available and suitable lands, not only in t?'!lditional coconut

~roducin~ countries but also in other African countries. 

It is further recommended that a ~ollow-up study be conducted 

to identify th~ actual nroblems, discover the real needs and evaluate 

the present situation of the coconut industry in each of the countries. 

The stud~r should include •risits to the countries and industry-le•rel 

investi~ations. The infor!rtation ~nd dat~ ~athered from this study 

~ill provide the casis for subse~uent rre-investment feasibility 

studies. 

• 
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