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CEDIN

IEC

INMETRO

UNDP

Brazilian Association of Technical Standaras
Centre for Information and Documentation
General Agrcement on Tariffs and Trade
International Electrotechnical Commission

National Institute of Metrclogy, Standardizaticn
industrial Quality

International Organization for Standacrdization
IS0 Information Network

Ministry of Industry and Commerce

First International Seminar on Standardication in
Ircon and Steel

Industrial Technology Secretariat




GENERAL
The expert joined the project, on November 5th, 1983
r

in Ric de Janeiro, for a six week's assignment fo

ct

12 position UNIDO/BRA/ '82,/020 - 11-15/313.%X, as a

onsultant in Documentation for GATT and ISONET.
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The project is lead by Dr. B. S. Kr
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echnical Advisor, UNIDO. The ccunterpart crganization
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the INMETRO (National Institute of Metrolocy,

Standardization and Industrial Cuality), which is part

of the MIC (Hinistry of Industry and Commerce). The
President of the INMETRO is Dr. Walter docs Santes.

OBJECTIVEZS

The cbjectives of the project are to assist the

governrent of Brazil in the development of rmetrolegy,
standardization and industrial cualitv, in all sectors

of industry.
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the leadership of the Chief Technical pdvisor, the

duties of the Docurmentation Expert were, s3pecil ally,

1) assist in the developrent of procedires for

stablishment of +he CATT and the ISOHNLE

2) assist in fthe establishaent of fhae infra-
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3.0 METHODOLOGY

3.1 Ccntacts and Discussions

Discussions were held with a number of
including the President of INMETRO, with members of
his staff, and with the Chief Technical adviscor of the

Project. AaAnnex A provides a list of the perscns with
cm e

1
discussions were h

T4

annex 3 provides a chronological seguence of the eveints
e

which took place during th

3.2 Centre for Docurmentation and Informaticon - CzDIN

Cons‘-erable time was spent, with counterpart personnel

e

of the CEDIN, in discussions and in evaluating the
rescurces, capabilities and actual services presently

being provided.

The requirements, responsibilities and obligationrs of
the GATT Enguiry Point and of the ISONET Enquiry Point
were discussed with staff of the INMETRO and the ABNT.
Resulting from these discussions, technical papers

were prepared which examined in detail the regquirements,

esent status and recormendations for implementation
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of the enqguiry gpolnts.

- Oblications of, the Present Status and
Pecormendations for Irplescnting in Brazil, of

the CATT Enqguiry Point (Annex 1);




- Cperating Procedures for the GATT Tnguiry 2oint
of Brazil Anrvew IIY:
2.3 Training
A great gart of the work has been carried cut in
close ceo-operation with counterpart perscrnnal cof the
I

sdvice nd instruction was given to staff of CEDIN, at
Rio de Janziro and at Xerem, on

s
associated with indexing for ISCNET and indexing for

regulations. Lengthy discussicons were hald on the
operation of the Enguiry Point for CATT and for IfollZT.
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irst International Seminar cn Standszrdization in
Iron and Steel was held in Rio de Janeirec, XNoverber

21 to 25, 1983.

The following technical na
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przsented at this semirnar:
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The GAT tandards Code and the Operation o

the Canadian Enguiry Point (Annex IV);

Discussions were held wich a number of the delecates
on the mechanisms of establishing,and benefits

o)
raesulting frem,a national GATT and ISONET Enguiry Point.
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the President cr INMET

The successful ccaopletion of the ass would not
have peen peossikle without this help.

CCNCLUSIONS

The Centre for Documentation and

At present, the CEDIN is reszending £o0 snquiries on
naticnal standa h
and public sect

—
1

“2 supporting documentation collectinn of standards,

en
includes a complete collection of 3Brazil, 150, I&C

&5 regards infocrmaticn on technical regulaticrns. he
CEDIN has cn-lin~2 access

S

s o3 Taes e .
Develosred by the 3Sonate,

Folt PR e PR : . - L1 N . P
full text of most regulatiorns of 3u2zil. Also, tno
T TN N - 3 - Tosern T oA : -~ - ;- - F=
CEDIN i35 beginning o develsp jis own indoewx oFf

~ ' . 5
technical reqgulations, vsing the os3torial mahlioh-3
nothe Diirio Ofic~ial.
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SECUENCE OF EVEM

07 Novermber 1983 to 11 November 1983

- Dr. B. S. Krishnamachar, Proje

@]

- Briefing on the project and th

- José Eduardo Alves Cecsta, Claudic

Florido.

- Discussions with INMETRO staff on

Point.

10 Noverber 1983

- Dr. Wwalter dos Santos, President,

adroaldo M. Florido.

Discussions on GATT,

11 November 1983 to 17 November 1983

- Documentation Centre at Praga Maua.

_ Discussions on ISONET indexing, and

services to be provided by the CGATT

- Meeting with Adriano Braga de Melo.

- Discussicns on GATT and on

the operation

on Enquiry Point and on

TS

t Chie=f Technical advisor.
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T.cewenstein and Adrcaldo M.

of GATT Enguiry

José EBduardo Alves Costa,

ISCONET.

on responsibilities and

Enguiry Point.

GATT Enguiry Point.

- Meeting with Adroaldo M. Florido and staff of the CEDIN.

- Discussinns on ISCNET.

21 YMovember 1983L_22 tMovernber 1933 and

24 quemngP}QBB

- participation in First International Seminar on standardization

in Iron «nd Steel, Rin de Janeiro.

- Discussions with carticipants and

nresentation of tochnical

AR Y .




23 Novaerber 19833

- Co-ordinating Ccmmittee on Technical Barriers to Trade - GATT

- Provided an overview of the operation of the GaTT and ISOXNET

3.

(L

Engquiry Point in Cana

- Responded to various guestions.

25 November 1983

- Visited the documentation centre at Xerem

- Discussions with staff on GATT and indexing of technical

regulations.

30 Noverkber 1933

- Staff of INMETRO
~ Discussicns on GATT
- Visit to ARNT

- Discussions on ISONET, GATT and developrment of EZnquiry Point.

05 December 1983

- Mr. Dcrgival da Silva Brandao and staff of the CEDIN.

- Operation of GATT and ISONET Enquiry Point.

07 Decerker 1983

- Meeting with staff of INMETRO and ABNT.

- Discussions on co-operation between these two organizations to

utilise existing documentation rescurces.




- Training on handling of enquiries from other ~ountries EtO nzet

GATT Enguiry point and ISONET Enquiry pPoint responsibilities.

5 Decemker 1983

- Return tO Canada.




—

[g%]

~

i~

w M e
o O P o=

W W W W W W

s~ W W W
— O 0w ® O wm

~ s~ &

[T ST (ST C R (R S

[ I S

Lo [0}

=~

(33

o

1]

[T AU U T S N VO I

REPORT ON
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REPCORT ON

OBLIGATIONS OF, THE PRESENT STATUS AND

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTING IN BRAZIL

THE CGATT ENQUIRY POINT

GATT ENQUIRY POINT

Background

The Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade, came into

force on January 1, 1980. Brazil is one of the

0]

ignatories, or countries, which signed the Acreement.
The Agreement has fifteen Articles and three Annexes,
which detail the responsibilities and the services
which must be provided by each signatory. As a
signatory, Brazil rust comply with the provisions of

the Agreerment.

PRESENT STATUS IN IMPLEMENTING THE AGREEMENT

Co-ordinating and Implementation Committee

On May 16, 1983, CONMETRO published a resolution in the
Diario Oficial establishing the Co-ordinating Committee
on Technical Barriers tc Trade - GATT. This extract
from the Diario Oficial is reprinted as Annex I. The
INMETRO was assigned responsibility for implementing
and co-ordinating the activities of this committee.

The INMETRO also provides the President and the
Secretariat for this committee. A list of

ies and organizations who participate in this

r
comirittee can he found in Arnex I.  Since 1ts

establishment, this cormittce has held four reetines.
T - 7 vt R

Tne fourth, was held on Hovorhaer 23, 1283 snd herbors

agreed that the [HMETPO/CEDIN would act as the GATT

iry Point,




N
/

ATICNS AND STANDARDS

Obligations

Article 2 of the Agreement establishes the procedures
which must be followed by signatories,'in the
preparation, adoption and application of technical
regulations and standards by the centrali goverament
body.

The Agreement obligates Brazil when proposing to
introduce technical regulations or standards which are
not substantially the same as the technical context of
the relevant international standards and which are
likely to have a sigaificant effect on the trade of

other signatories to:

. publish a notice in a PUBLICATION that Brazil

prcposes to introduce a technical regulation or

standard;

. prepare a notification, and forward to the GAYT
Secretariat for dissemination to other signatories,
of the products covered, together with a brief
indication of the objective and raticnale for

the proposal;

. provide copies of the proposed technical
regulation or standard, upon request, to other
signatories and to other person in that signatory

country;

. allow reasonable time, for other signatories to

rake comments, in writing;

. forward these to the appropriate authority so
that these comments may be discussed and taxen

into account.
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Reculaticns

At present, there is no mechanism for publishing a
notice in a publicaticor to give the details of
PRCPOSED *technical regulations. This means Brazil can

not comply with this provision of the Agreement.

Publication of Notice on Adopted Technical Regulations

The Didrio Oficial is published each day. It includes
the full text of all regulations. Therefore, Brazil
can use this publication to provide details on ADCPTED

Technical Regulations.

Publication of Notice on Proposed Standard

Notices of proposed standards are published in the Dia-
rio Oficial. Information, includes the number, title,
date, as well as a short abstract of the standard.

The notice also includes the date when the standards
will be adopted, generally 3 months later. Information
is also included on where copies of the draft standard
may be obtained Annex II. Copies of the prcposed
standard can be provided to users in other countries.
This established procedure, would allow Brazil to ccmply

with the Agreement, for PROPOSED standards.

Publication of Notice on Adopted Standards
Infermation on adopted standards are published in the
INMETRO publication INMETRO Information which is

published each wmonth. This established procedure would

allow Braz.l to meet the requirements for ADOPTED
st

andards.

However, the adopted standards are not always published

nrorptly.  TUNMETRO returns the aononroved (adopted)

standards to ABNT who are responsible for publishing
the standards. At present there is a backlog of sore
1290 g+rurdards waiting o be sublished at JBLT.  This
reans oa signatory woald be imable bo cbtain Srom bBrazil




et made any rotification to the GATT
s of all rotifications issuad by
riat are received at the
External Relations, Political and Correrci
Brasilia. A complete set is maintaired at 3Srasilia.
Copies of the notifications are forwarded by the
Ministry of External Relaticns to INMETRC at Pra
Maua, who distribute them to relevant ministries and

external orcanizations.

The TNMETRO does not waintain a ccmplete collection of
the notifications. There are rpartial collecticn
throughout the INMETRO. The INMETRO,/CEDIN alsc has a

partial collection but these are not filed in snecific

crder.

CEDIN has started to prepare an index of the notificatisrs,
commencing with those issued in late 1982 and 1383,
There is no listing of those issued in the previcus two

VeAars.

Notification Languages

Notifications to the GATT Secretariat shall be ~ade in
English, French or Spanish. However, naticnal
docurents need only be provided in that lan

means that documents from Finland, Denrark, Janan wculd

D
[on
(@]
3
3

be in these national languages. Brazil ne

provide naticnal documents in Portucuese,

Prcvision of Docurents

Upen request, the Enguiry Peint sheuld provide, or

arrange for the appropriats organization to provide,

P ) : - - — T am
technical vequlaticons,
8

3 =~ - . 5 o 3 vy A VERIaTS L N
standards ard certification SYshaers ACOPTED or
i - - - -5 — 3 S~ : I« S AN PR -
Ly fedaral governoont ministries or DYy non-oocernsontal
sroanizatinonsg., Signatorios recmiesting =nrins of




INZORYATION AND ASSISTANCE - ARTICLE 10

Article 10 paragrapnhs 10.1 thrcuch 10.7, details th

informaticn services which rust ke provided by EBErazil

about technical regulations, standards and certification
systems. Brazil must ensure an enguiry point exists
which 1is able to answer all reasonable encuiries from
signatories, and frcom gerscns in these countries which

are signatori=s.

Services tc other signatories

In brief, each signatory shall ensure that an enguiry

peint exists which is able to:

- answer ALL REASONABLE ENQUIRTIES recarding the
t

existence and avallability of technical
regqulations, standards and certification s, stems

ADOPTED or PROPOSED by the federal governrant

ninistries, by non-governiaental organizations in

Loia

2 zignatory country ircluding the location of

W

PUBLIGHED notices concerning tham;




upon REQU , nrovidie, or arvance for the
appropriate orcanization to provide to enguiry
zoints in other signatoryv countries, marticulars
or copies of technical regulations, standawvds an
rules of certification systems ADOPTED or
PROPOSED by federal covernment ministries or 3%
non-governmental organizations in the signatory

country.

Present Status

INMETRO/ZEDIN - Documentation and Information Centre.

The CEDIN is in two secticns, one dealing mainly with

standards - ISONET indexing, reference collection and
information services - is located within the INMETRO
offices at Pracga Maua. The other, located at INMETRO

Xerem, deals mainly with metrolegy, national acts and
regulations and scientific and technical information.
The total number of staff is fifteen. 2annex 3 shows

the organization chart and responsibilities of the

people in the CEDIN.

Documentation Collection (Praca Maua)

The CEDIN collection includes complete sets of

standards published by the following organizations:
- NBR
- ABNT
- ISO (microfilm)
- IEC (microfilm)

- DIN.

in 2ddition there are partial collections from other

countries, which are not always the up-tc-dabe i1ssue:
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Alimentarius, catalocues of standards publishad by sC0?
twenty foreign standards writirj crcanizations
periodicals and few reference directories.

Dccurentation Collection (Xerer)

At Xerem, there 1s a ccmplete collectinn of &2 Diario
Oficial. This publicaticn includes all the Acts
Regulations which have been adepted in Brazil. 1In
addition, the collection includes some 4.000 booxs
concerning metrology and a large collection of

scientific and technical information.

Informaticon Services

At Praca Maua, there 1s one person providing

information services to staff of the ministries,

INMETRO and external users, on national, internaticnal
and selective foreign standards. There are sone
statistics available on the number of users of this
service, generally about 60 per month.

At Xerem, these is one person who provides to ministries,
INMETRO and external users information on reculaticns,
metrology and scientific and technical material.

There are no statistics on the number cof users. Also

8]
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o
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written requests for information are handled
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but there are no statistics available on nuroe

Data Base for Standards

Two staff members are workinc at Praga Maua, indexing
the Brazil standards using the ISONET forma®t and the

BST Root Thesaurus (translated into Portuguese by

these staff merbers). ALl of the NMBR and AENT standicds
have now Leen irdexed.

v

e torrinals will be delivered in Spril 1924, so0

ciaff will be able to irdeowx directly on-line Loo now
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RECOMMEMNEATIONS

ecnrical Barriers to

m K

he Con-ordinating Cormittee on Technical Barriers Ro
e shculd Jdevelon a policy recuiring thet

£ a nroscsad standard or techniczal requlaticon

be published in a publication.

-1

he Co-ordinating Cormititce on Tesinical Zarrlors Lo
b

Tradn




cm Brazil to the GATT

r
Secretariat, in the immediate or very near future.

Forwzrd all Brazil notifications to Departmen
a

r t
1 Relations for transmittal to the G2TT

Prcvide to the CEDIN, simultaneously, a ccoy of each

notification frem Brazil.

Ensure that notificaticns from Brazil allow reascnable

ot

ime, so that cther signatories can make corments, in

writing.

—

NMETRO should act as the point of contact for
orcanizations outside of the federal covernment for
matters concerning the co-crdination and implementation

a
of the Agrecment.

Designate INMETRO/CEDIN as the Brazil GATT Enaguiry Point.

\

Arrange for Ministry of External Relations to advise
the GATT Secretariat that INUMETPO,TCEDIN has been

appointed as the CATT Enquiry Point, for the snurpcses




Advise CGATT Secretariat of:

- Name of Enguiry Point

~ Telephone number
- Telex
- Telegram

- Name(s) of person to contact.

Develop publicity campaign tc advise users in 3razil
of the location of the Enqguiry Pecint and services

which it can vrcvide.

Advise GATT Secretariet that cormments from other

signatories should be sent to the CEDIN.

The CEDIN should forward comments fcom other sicnatories

to the appropriate authority sc that these may be

discussed and taken intc account.

The CEDIN shculd aguire and maintain a complete set

of all notifications.

All nctifications should be indexed by the TEDIN,

The CEDIN should provide copies of proposed technical
regulations or standards, upon request, to other

signatories, or persons in that signatory country.

The CEDIN staff should participate in meetings of
Encuilry point revoresentatives, sponscred by the GATT

ecrztariat.

wn




INNEX I

RESOLUCAO NQ ¢3/83

O CONSELHO NACIONAL DE METROLO-
GIA. NORMAIIZACAO E QUALIDADE
INDUSTRIAL — CONMETRO, userdo Zas
struiges que The comfere o w0 39 da

Tei £966,de 11 de durembrode 1973,

aal do

:ndo, que o Brusil € moembso ory

wie, e Barreras Téonicas ao Cemdrcio do GATT, wjo

o de 1380,

desen-

o ge-
ratae pot Sl:mentos
T Gue dmubiam ay stiveled e comer-

RESOLVE:
1 (1w no Cmbite do INMETRO o Com:
[SECTNERR A U sas Tomions 20 Coméraio/GATT
10 Comté de Coomdenazio sobire Rarriras Tée
. snte

do Muinstino
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A5 z3a3 no didrio Oficial za Uniso-Secao I, 3ol

fzocrincia NS-36 e NS-07,

1o DE ie83

D
PUBLICADA NO DOU DE 23/0%/83

3 Presicente do Instituto Nacional d2 Metrologia, Vorfal€:ag§ole
Qualidac= 'ndustrial - !NMETRQ, nc uso de sueas atribuigoes,tenco
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REPORT ON OPERATING

PROCEDURES FOR THE CGATT ENQUIRY

POINT OF BRAZIL

1.0 NOTIFICATIONS - CENERAL

1.

Obtain a copy of all notifications which have
been circulated by the GATT Secretariat since

January lst, 1980;

set up a file for each of the signatoriss to

the Standards Code;

file each of the notifications by signatory

and in nunerical seguence;
file correspondance by signatory;

maintain a complete collection of all the

notificaticns;

prepare an index of all the notifications to

include the following information:

TBT/Notification number

- Party notifying

- Product({s) covered

- Date issued by GATT Secretariat
- Date received in Brazil

- Date for final comments

-~ Comments made by Brazil Yes/MNce

- Date comments forwarded to Ministry

0of External Relation.
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SECRETARIAT

Raquest the Ministry of External Relations

(DPC) to forward a copy of ALL notifications

to the CEDIN, as received;

TN
CEDIN,

(&

record receéipt of the notification a

by adding it to the index of notificatic

3

S

~e

make a copy of the ncoctificaticn and file it
in the raspective sigratory file;

review the notification, —ake conias as
required, and forward cne copy of the
notification to each avcpreopriate ministry,

organization or individual person for ccrmment;
record who has received ccpies of r~ach

notification;

any comrents should be forwarded to the CEDIN
who witn forward them to the respective

signatory.

NOTIFICATICNS TO THE GATT SECRETARIAT

Ensure the CEDIN receives a copy of all

notifications prepared by Brazil;

make a cepy of each notification and put it

on file 2t the CEDIN;

forward a copy of each notification to the

Ministry of External Relations (DPC);

Ministry of External Relaticns (DPC) should
the

)
forward the notification to CATT

Secretariat;

d make a note of the number

1
o the notification by the GATT
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agquire and maintain a comoplete collection

technical regulaticns

certification svstems

government in Brazil;

aguire and maintain a

ABNT standards;

maintain a collecticn of 7§

maintain

resources permit,

{y

lection of ztard
o

major trading partrers

a collection

a

ard

[4

standards

O
{w
3
o

cf DIN

cuire

QUIRIES FROM OTHER SIGNATORIES

1)

u

All enguiries from

be received by the

wherever possible,

to the enquiry;

all enquiries must

reasonable time;

other countries,

CEDIN;

should

CEDIN shculd respend directly

receive a reply, within a

if unable to respond to the enquiry, CEDIN

shculd forward it to the anpropr.ate source,

so that they can respond directly;

copies of the respons

to CEDIN,

fer filina;

e

should be

forwarded

tt
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1, CEDIN shouid receive a ccpy of any
correspondence relating to comments;

5) CEDIN sheuld meoniter cignateory file, to ensure
that the signatorv making the cormmants recelves

FOR DOCUMENTATICN
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1) Copies of the relevant documents stculd be

orovided by the CEDIN, wherever cessible;

3) if unable to provide the document, the CEDIN
should provide information to the engquiror on
the source of docurment, price if any and detaills

on how to obtain a copy.

3.0 REQUESTS FROM BRAZIL FOR DOCUMENTATICN OF OTHER
SICNATORIES
1) CEDIN should contact the Encuiry Point in the

signatory and reguest the information;

2) file request in signatory file;

3) upeon receipt, forward a copy "0 the 2rgulreor

in Brazil;

1) reatain a cnuy of the infcrmaition iIn Fae
signatcry file;
3) esibanlish ©0llow un procsdure hooo reoa

- P 3 Lo i




Identify CEDIN as the GATT Enguiry Point;

identify CEDIN as the ISONET Enquiry Point;

allocate resources to increase the reference
collection to include standards published by

major trading partners;

allocate additional human rescurces to include

one information officer;

encourage co-operaticn between INMETRO and
ABNT to utilise existing national documentation

resources;y

encourage ABNT to participate in exchaning
copies of ABNT standards with other member

bodies of ISO, on a bilateral basis;

encourage ABNT to keep one CoOpy and provide
the other copy of a foreign standard to the
CEDIN;

develop publicity programme to inform users in
Brazil of the services available from the CEDIN
as the GATT Enquiry Point and ISONET Engquiry
Point;

participate in meetings of Enquiry Point
representatives, sponsored by the CATT

Secretariat.
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL RELATIONS

Subject: Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade Brazil TBT

Notification.

Dcar Sir;

Attached please find a copy of Brazil TBT/Notification.
would you please arrange to forward this to the GATT Secretariat
for distribution to other signatories, in accordance with Article

10.4 of the Agreement.

Yours sincerely,

GATT Enquiry Point
CEDIN



Subject: Agreement on Technical 3arriers to Trade
TRT,/Notification 83.
Cear Sir:
Plzsa

se find attached a cooy of the subject
notification, which has been circulated by the CATT Secretariat.
o

rmation and

<

{

e are forwarding this copy for your inf

for any acticn you nay wish to take.

Yours sincerely,

GATT Enguiry Point
CEDIN
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ISONET ENQUIRY POINT

Background

In brief, the ISO Informaticon Network - ISONET - is

an agreement between participating mexzbers to ccmbine

their efforts, in order to make information on standards,

technical regulations and related matters readily
available whenever it is reguired. ISONET merbers
agree to exchange information, as reguired, wit

similar bodies in other countries.

There are three categories of membership for

participating in ISONET:
- national memnber
- associate member

- internaticnal affiliate.

Fach member body of ISO can elect to participate in
ISCNET, as a naticnal member. Alternatively, an IS0
member may appoint another orcanization to act as the
national member. It is most important to note, that
there can be only c¢ne national member of ISONET in
cach country.

An associate merber of ISONET, may be any national
ody in a given country, which has beoen nominated by

the nartional momber of ISGHNET.

T U S S S S Uy » G Sy ST LT




An international affiliate, 1s an internaticnal

organization, which has joined ISOXNET by invitation
of the ISO Secretary Ceneral, following the decision
of the ISO Council.

The basic conditior . for participation in ISONET by
ALL three types of rembers are given in the ISONET
Constitution. All, members wishing to participate in
ISONET must indicate that they will agree to comply

with the Constitution.

Copies of the ISONET Constitution are readily available
at the CEDIN. As such, this report will not go into

detail of this publication.

ISONET STATUS

At present, the Brazil member cody of ISO is th
ABNT. The ABNT has registered with ISO as the
natiornal member of ISONET. As such, the ISONET
Enguiry Point in Brazil is located at ABNT, at this

time.

OBLIGATICNS OF ISONET MEMBER

The responsibilities and oblications for participation
in ISONET are detailed in the following ISO

publications:
- ISONET Constitution, 2nd. ed. 12 p

- ISONET Guide, lst. ed. 33p.

ENQUTRY SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED

The tynes of enguiry services to be provided by the

Y
[SONET Arnaguiry Peint are detailed in the [5CHE

Constitutlion and I3CLET

Cuide.
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In brief, and

Enguiry Point of Brazil is responsible for:

- answering enguiries from all individuals and
orcanizations located in 1its territory;

N

- answering enquiries from other ISCNET members;

- answering encuiries from international

organizations;

- acting as a referral ceatre, by referring an
enquiry to the most appropriate source for
the information, when unable to answer a

specific enquiry; and

- laking all reasonable steps to answer enguiries.

ENQUIRY SERVICES BEING PROVIDED By THE CEDIN

The CEDIN is presently providing information services
on standards and regulations, to staff of the
ministries, the INMETRO and some cutside users. Scme
statistics are kept on these enguiries, which are
averaging about sixty per month. The majority of the
enquiries are from the staff of the ministries and

the INMETRO.

Some enquiries from other countries are alsc being
handled by the CEDIN but there are no statistics on

the number of such enquiries.

ISONET AND GATT ENQUIRY POINT

A comparison of the services to be provided by the
ISONET Fnguiry Point and by the GATT Enqguiry Point,
shows that they are essentially the same. In order

to respond, the national member must acquire full

(=)
knowledge of standards, technical reqgulations
certification sys! and related ratters of Brazil.

Tn order fo diseminate this inferration, the Engaicy




Point must have access to a complete and up to date
set of Brazil standards, regulations and Lnlorraticn

1.

6]

on standardization activities, at the naticnal lev

In order to avoid duplication of resources at the
national level, the most practical soluticn for Brazil
would be to have one enquiry point for GATT and ISOXNET.
INMETRO should assign responsibility to the CEDIN for

operation of the ISONET and CATT Enguiry Point.

This proposal of having one organization provide the
two services is not unique to Brazil. At present,

12 countries including Canada, France, Finland, Norway
and the United States have assigned responsibility for

ISONET and GATT to a single enguiry point, th

ot}

t

'_J
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=

avoiding duplication of resources at the n

level.

PROCEDURES TO NOMINATE CEDIN AS ISONET ENQUIRY POIN

Discussions should be held between the INMETRO and the
ABNT, in the very near future, to have the TNMETRO/
CEDIN narmed as the national centre for ISONET. This
would not set a precedent, since in the U.S.A. the
American Mational Standards Institute (ANSI) is the
member body of IS0, but has nominated the National
Bureau of Standards to serve as the ISONET Enquiry

Point.

Once the situation with ABNT has been resolved, the

al.

next step is to notify the IS0 Secretary Gen

[V

ey
The ABNT should arrange to advise the 1S5S0 Centr
Secretariat that they wish to nominate the ILMETRO/
CEDIN as national merber of ISCGNRET. At the same tire,
the TNMETRO/CEDIN shonld provide the 180 Central

Secretariat with the following information:

- izme of the caentre

- LibLroviatiion




- Postal address
- Telephcne

- Telex

- Telegram

- Person to contact.

Information provided to the Central Secretariat, shculd
also include detailed information about the CEDIN. This
will be published in the ISO dccument ISO/INFCO 346
ISONET Directory. The ISC Central Secretariat will

then provide this informationto all ISQWET members.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- The ISONET Enguiry Point and the GATT Enguiry Point
should be located within the one organization, to

avoid duplication of naticnal resources;

~ the CEDIN should be nominated as the GATT and
ISCNET Engquiry Point;

- the ABNT should nominate the INMETRO/CEDIN as the

national or associate member of ISONET,




[ae]
.

(0%}

o~
.

—
o o

O WO W0 w0 0 Y

£ W o

Ut

ANNEX IV

THE GATT STANDARDS CODE AND THE OéERATION OF THE

CANADIAN ENQUIRY POINT

CONTENTS

Introduction

GATT

The Tokyo Round

Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade
Standards Council of Canada
Standards Informaticn Division
Standards Information Service (SIS)
ISO Informaticn Network - ISONET
GATT Enquiry Point - Canada
Notifications

Translations

Information and Assistance
Enquiries

Staff

Summary

Recommendations (I - VI)

Pace

(o)} W ro o

~4

10
10

13
13
14
15

15 - 16




ICPSIS

A¥4

47}

Z

THE GATT STANDARDS CODE

The Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade, also
vnown as the Standards Code was one of the Agreements resulting
srom the Tokyo Round of multi-naticnal Trade MNegotiations which
weve concluded in 1979. Signatories to the Ccde, must ensure
rhat technical regulations, standards, certification systems do
Aot create unnecessary obstacles to trade. Also signatories
~ust cstablish a central Enguiry Point to respond to all
reasonable enguiries concerning standards, technical regulations
and certification systems adopted or proposed by national or

local governments.

This paper provides an overview of the Agreement and
of the operation of the Canadian GATT Enquiry Point, which 1is
also the national centre for information on standards, technical
regulations, certification systems and standards related activities

and Canadian national member oOf ISONET.
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THE GATT STANDARDS CODE
AND THE OPERATION OF THE

CANADIAN ENQUIRY POINT

INTRODUCTION

The GATT Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade, also
xnown as the Standards Code, 1s the most significant
development to date concerning the role of stiandards

n a

and certification activities in intern

The Code commits signatories to making sure that when
governments or other bodies adopt technical regulation
or standards, for reasons of safety, health, consumer
or environmental protection, or other purposes, these
regulations or standards, and the testing and
certificaticon systems related to them, shall not create,
unnecessary obstacles to trade. It also providass fo
exchanges of information, and for measures of assistance
to developing countries in the application of technical

regulations or standards.

The Code states "Each Party shall ensure that an enjuiry
point exists which is able to answer all reascnable
enguiries from interested parties" regarding technical
regqulations, standards and certification systens.

The purpose of this paper is to provide an overview

of the operation of the Canadian GATT Enguiry Point.

In additicn, I have included a brief summary of *the

n Technical Barriers to Trade and have rade

o]
~
!
O
]
®
3
t
O

sone suggestions on polnts to be considered by

~ountries in establishing theilr Zngulry

developing ¢




The CSenmeral agsrcenent on Tariffs and Trade {SAall) 1s 4
~ulti-lataral treaty, subscribed to by more than 30
gcvernments icontractlng Parties) which together account
for 80 percent of world trade. Tne basic aim of GATY 1S
o liberalize world trade, thereby contrifuting to tae
cconcmic growtha and the welfare and the development 0%

o force in January 1948. The present

GATT entre t

merbership includes 88 countries, whilst an additicnal
31 countries apply its rules in their trade. CDCevelcping
countries acco for more than two-thirds of the CGaTlT
membership. GAT

r
a Director-General and the headquarters are in Geneva,

v

Switzerland.

THE TOKYO ROUND
Since 1948, seven rounds of aulti-lateral trade
negotiations have peen held within GATT. The latest

and most comprehensive of these was the "Tokyo round",

which was neld from 1973 to 1979.

Vinety-nine countries of widely differing levels of

: : : . . .
sconcmic develoopment were involved in the Texyo round.
. L o 7 . . - i
Special attantion wWAas glven to the htrade of developindg

countries.
The Tokyo Pound produced agrocnzinis oo ring not only
Sy ET gk 3l oo many tipers oo r-Lxritgoc LB,
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which had the potential to create obstacles to trace.

47

The Tokyo Round resulted in binding agreements, oOr
1 =] ] [
codes, aimed at reducing and bringing under nmore

effoctive international discipline these non-tariff

The agreements are:
. Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade
. Agreenent on Government Procurement
. Agreement on Inmport Licensing Procedures
. Agreement on Trade in Civil Aircraft
. Revised GATT Anti-Dumping Code

. Code on Customs Valuation

. Code on Subsidies and Countervailing Duties
. Arrangement on Bovine Meat

. International Dairy Arrangement.

All of the agreements provide for consultation and
dispute settlement. In addition they provide for
special and more favourable treatment for developing

countries.

AGREEMENT ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE

The Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade, also known
as the Standards Code, came into force on January 1st,
1980. At presente these are 36 countries which are

signatories to the Standards Code.

The Code commits signatories to making sure that when
governments or other bodies adopt technical regulations
or standards, for reasons of safety, health, consumer
or environmental protection, or other purposcs, these
regulatioAs'or standards, and the testing and
certification schemes related to taem, shall noct <roate

unrecezsary obstacles ko trade. The Code cu/ers




verification procedures for assuring conformaty wWitd
technical regulations and standards, and certification
systemns. It includes re ulaticns ©on pacxaging, Tarxing
and .abeliing. All prod

e

agricultural, are cover
c
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not include technical sp
individual company for 1
specifications prepared by govearnmental bodies for thealr
own use are also not included, since these are ccvered

by the GATT Agreemant on Governnment Procurement.

The Code applies to central governments, lccal
< governments, non-governmental organizations which have
legal power to enforce technical regulations,
governmantal or non-governmental standardizing b
international organizations and regional organiz

involved in standardization or certificaticon activities.

The Code has 15 Articles and 3 Annexes.
Article 1 - Ceneral Provisions

Article 2 - Preparation, adoption and application
of technical regulaticns and standards

by central government bodies,

Article 3 - Preparation, adoption and ap

gel
H

i
of technical regulations and standards

by local government bodies.

Article 4 - Preparation, adopticn and application
ot technical regulations and standard

by non-governnmental bodies.

Article 5 - Determination of conformity with

technical regulations or standards by

central government bodies.

Ariicle 6 - Deternination by local governoent
cvernmontal bodies ot

- bodies and noli-—«

NN

ceonformity with technical regalations or sEandsrds,
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Article 12 - Spccial and differanti
developing countries.

Article 13 - The Committse On Technical Barriers to

Trade.

Article 14 - Consultation and dispute seiflement.

Article 15- Final provisiocons.

Annex 1 - Terms and Thelr finiticns for tne
ee

cpecific Purpcses of This Agy

Annex 2 - Tachnical Expert Groups

Annex 3 - Panels.

The Code is published by the GATY Infocrmation Service,
Centre William Rappard, 154 Rue de Lausanne, 1211 Geneve

21, Switzerland. Price SWES.

In brief, the principles of the code are:
1. Technical regulations standarus, test methods
and certification systems should not create

unnecessary obstacles to trace.

2. Ioported products should be treated no less
fivouciply than dorestic products or otner

irported products.




n LaAaja, +he Federal Government has assigned

e implementaticn and
stration of the Code to the Department of
Industry Tracde and Commerce. In inple mentlng the Code,
the Federal Government agreed that existing
organizations and arrangements, in both the public and
private ssctor, would be used wherever feasible and
appropriate, Accordingly, the Department of Industry
Trade and Commerce arranged tocontract with the
Standards Council of Canada to establish and operat

the Canadian Enguiry Point.

TANDARDS COUNCIL COF CANADA

The Standards Council is a statutory ccrporation,
established by Act of Parliament in 1970. Financed

by Parliamentary appropriation, the Council carries

out its respective policies, programmes, and activities,
independent of the government. Council reports to
Parliament, through the Minister of Consumer and

Corporate Affairs.

rorote

o)

The objective of the Council 1s to foster and
voluntary standardization in Canada, as a means of

responding to national needs related to the econcny,
health, safety and welfare of the public, protection

of the consumer, and domestic and international trade.

The structure within which the Ccuncil carries out

sonsibilities is known as the National
s

tem. Currently, the
e

Sy
tandards writing organizations, four

an iategral
wiian Torar
Stoandardiz-
thae ol e




Given 1ts mandate and 1ts currsent activities in the

@

field of providing information on standards,

-regulations and standardization activities, the

Standards Council was seen to be the appropfiate
organization tqQ establish and operate the Canadian
Enquiry Point for the purpose of the Ccde, For the
same reasons, the Standards Council was also seen as
the appropriate organization to collect and to provide
information, to interested governmental and non-
governmental organizations in Canada, on existing and
proposed international standards and certification
systems; Canadian Technical regulations, standards
and certification systems; and on selected regional
and foreign technical regulations, standards and
certification systems, which might have important
implications for Canada's trade. In lcokiny at

both of these functions being provided by the
Standards Council, it was agreed that it would be the
logical organization to send to and receive from the
GATT Secretariat notifications of proposed technical
regulations and certification systems, in accordance
with the provisions of the Code, acting as the agent

of the Federal Goverrnment for this purpose.

STANDARDS INFORMATION DIVISION

The Stancdards Information Division is part of the
Education and Information Branch, reporting to this
Director. The Information Division is responsible
for providing, to publics in Canada and other
countries, information on national, international
and foreign standards, on technical regulations, on
certification systems and standardization activities,
r

3

The Information Division carries out these activities

ated sorvices:
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. Canadian ISONET memper (ISO Information Networxk)

a)
(Established 1978)

63}

M

. GATIT Enguiry Point - Canada -

(Established 1930}.
First of all I would like to give a brief description

of each of these services.

STANDARDS INFORMATION SERVICE (5IS)

As the national co-ordinating agency, the Standards

Council by its Act has the respcnsibility

", ..Collect translate and distribute information o©on
standards and standardization activities,.. in and

outside of Canada".

In 1976, Council approved the establishment of a
comprehensive national information service on
standards, standardization activities and standards
related documents. The Service functions as the
national reference and referral service for information

on standards and standards related documents.

ISO INFORMATION NETWORK - ISONET

In 1978, ISONET was created by ISON/INFCO to co-
ordinate and provide a system for the exchange of
information on standards type documents, both
nationally and internationally. I3ONET links the
information centres of the participating IS0 nmenmber
podies and of the I[50 Central Secretariat into a

worldwide nebtaork.,
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ISCLET is a de-centralized system. Fach information
centre participating in the network 1s responsible for
collecting, indexing, and providing information on
standards and standards type documents, at the
national level. The ISO Central Secretariat is
responsible for providing information on standards

published at the international level.

ISONET allows member bodies to combin=2 their efforts
in order to make information on standards, technical
regulations and related matters readily available as
required. ISONET works on the principle that in each
country there is a body, usually the ISO member body,
with a wide knowledge of standards and regulatory
activities of the country concerned, Each ISONET
member agrees to share its experiences and to exchange
information as required with simular bedies in other

countries,

In order to aid in co-ordinating and facilitating the
exchange of information between ISONET members ISONET

has developed useful tcols:
. ISONET Guide
. ISONET Constitution
. ISONET Manual

. ISONET Thesauruvs (ROOT and T.I.T.).

Membership in ISONET is open to bodies competant to
contribute to the flow of information and who accept
to agree to the constitution. A national member of
ISONET 1s either the ISO member body or correspondent
member, or another competant body ncminated by the

180 member. A country may be reprecsented in ISONET

by one national member. National raorbers may nominate

as assoclate menrber another organization in their cwn



country to help then acnleve the aims 0f LSuinl.

The third type of membership in ISONET is international
affiliate; this is an international or regiohal body
with an interest in ISONET, which has joined by
invititation of the secretary general of ISO. At
present, the European Economic Community is an ISONET

international affiliate.

The Standards Council is the national member body of
IS0, Council has actively participated in the work of
INFCO leading to the establishment of ISONzT. In
consid=ring the conditions for participation in ISONET
4 Membersnhip type 1, Council noted that the Standards
Information Service was already providing all the
necessary services and met all the criteria to
participate in ISONET. The Service was operating as
an enquiry point and publishing a list of national
standards each year. Conseqguently, in 1978 the Standards
Council registered as a member of ISONET, Membership

type 1,

9. GATT ENQUIRY POINT - CANADA

The Standards Council i1s contracted by the Department

[ of Industry, Trade and Commerce, a federal department,
to prowvide certain services required since Canada is a ;
signatory to the Code. The Standards Information

Service provides all the necessary services required to

comply with Article 10 cof the Code - Information and

-

Assistance,

Notifications

m

e Code obligates Parties proposing to introduce
tecnnical regulations or standards which are not

substantially the same as the technical context of

D

- . - agla g~ -
Iards and which are

tihie relevant internaticnal stans
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Pzrties shall:

o publish a notice that they propose to introduce

a technical regulation or standard

0 notify other Parties through the GATT Secretariat
of the products to be covered, together with a
brief indication of the objective and rationale

for the proposal.

o provide copies of the proposed technical
regulaticon or standards, upon request, to other

parties

0 allow reascnable time for other parties to make i

cormmments, in writing,and arrange to forward these

Ut

to the appropriate authority so that these may

be taken into account.

The Enquiry Point is responsible for notifying the GATT
Secretariat of proposed changes in technical regulations
or standards which may affect internaticnal trade. 1In
Canada, proposed changes in federal technical reculations
are published in government publication called Canada
Gazette Part I. Staff of the Enquiry Point review the
Gazette, identify technical regulations, which would
affect trade, and abstract the relevant information.

This can vary from 4 to 100 pages.

staff then complete a notification form which is
provided by the GATT Secretariat and used by all
Parties to notify. As Canada has two offical
languages, the notifications are prepared in English

and in French. '

The completed notifications are forwarded to the GATT
through the Department of External Affairs.
Upon recsipt, the CATT Secretariat assigns a code - o.g,
TRT/Notif., 83/04, The 83 is the yecar in which it was :
issuecd, the next number is issued secquentially L

lrecpective of which Party is making the notification.

w2
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The GaTT secretariat then forwards completed
notifications to each signatory so that they can be

aware of and comment on the proposed change. Signatories
may reguest additional information from the notifyring

country and the Enguiry Point provides this. .

The Canadian Enguiry Point receilves copies of
notifications, by other signatories from the GATT
Secretariat. These are reviewed by staff and forwarded
to interested parties in Canada in order that they can

be awar2 of, and comment it required, on proposed changes
affecting trade in Canada. The Enguiry Point has
developed a list of the subject areas which interest
various federal government departments, provincial
governments, standards organizations znd trade

associations.

As an example, if one of the notifications dealt with
automobile components, staff would ensure that
Transport Canada, the federal department responsible
for Motor Vehicle Regulations would receive a copy.
Like wise, if the subject being covered was steel, the
standards writing organization responsible for writing

standards on steel would receive a cody.

The Enguiry Point ensures that any comments from
interested parties are forwarded to the Enquiry Point
in the country concerned. Thils point 1s then
responsible for ensuring that the comments are noted

and any relevant action is taken,

Translations

wotifications to the GATT Secretariat must pe made in

one of these three lanqguages - Englisn, French or

|

Spanish. However, the relevant documentation which
ticns need only be losued in the

supports the notifica

languaqe of the signatory. As, a result much of the

N

snupworting decurantation 15 available in other




languages and the Enquiry Point is responsible for

4

having these translated by the Secretary of State into
a

n

either English or French. There is no ch

Canadian user for this service.

Information and Assistance

In locking at the information regquirements of the Code,
the Standards Information Division was already
providing this service as National Enquiry Point and as
ISONET member. Canada, examined the resowrces required
to operate these services and agreed it would be
logical, economical and benefical to the user to have
one central Enquiry Point providing informaticn on
standards, regulaticns and codes. An examination of
the responsibilities of the ISCNET and GATT, Enquiry
Points showed they would require access to national
collections of standards, regulations and codes, as well
as the foreign and international standards. Collections
t

of standards are expensive and cost money to maintain.

Canada was not the only country which decided to mak
the Information Division fulfill all three services -
national centre, ISONET, and GATT. A recent survey by
150 shows that there are 56 ISONET members, 37 of whom
are also signatories to the GATT code. Yot all these
countries have yet established Enquiry Points, but 12
countries have made one point responsible for national
centre, ISONET and GATT. Included in this list are:
Canada, Denmark, France, Finland, Cermany, India,

Norway, U.S.A. and others.

Enquiriecs

At present the Canadian Enquiry Point responds to some
200 enquiries each month. The statistics are not

[SOUET or

-

broxen down to show which were made by GATT,

national mexnber.  An enguiry is a request for service.
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The inloui.waticn service and the rofer
collection of standards, technical regulations and
standards related materials are located within the
headguarters of the Standards Council in Ottawa. ¥Users
can reach the service by mail, telex, telephone or
personal visit. The reference collection is cpen to

the public for reference and review purposes.

The service can be reached from any point in Canada via
a toll-free telephone number., This feature is unique

to the Canadian service and is extremely well received
by the user who does not pay for the call. In zddition,
in order to cope with the five different time zones, we
have coupled a tape recorder to the telephone system,
This allows the user to access the service 24 hours

every day.

Staff

A brief word about staff. Btpresent, the division has
six employees - manager, three trained and gualified
information officers, a librarian and one administrative

support staff.

SUMMARY

The Standards Information Division is now it its seventh
vear of operation. Since January 1, 1980, it has Dbeen
acting as the GATT Enquiry in addition to being the
national centre and ISONET centre. The service has
responded to some thirty-five thousand enquiries, since
its establishment in 1976, At present the service
receives about 800 enquiries per month.

Sene of the achieverments accomplished by the Division

1
wis time include the fol

I

[
-

during

it has provided a central point for providing

informatinn on standards, regilations, certifioation

s575t0ns and stindardization aobivities Lo publics

- [V -
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, . it has established a reputation Zor rolianilicy

and accuracy in providing st ndards and standards

related information

. it has simplified the pr
£

@]

o
standards by providing d

sk

fa

icing policies of appr

. it has developed a comprehensive national

collection of stardards and technical regulations.

Tn closing I would like to offer for consideration by

those members of developing countries the follcwing:

Reconmendation I

In each country, these should be an information
centre capable of developing and maintaining a
collection of national standards and technical
requlations, adopted or pr posed.

by

Recommendation II

{ ﬂ
O
Qa

The centre should be able to receive and re

to enguiries from centres in other countries.

Recommendation III

The centre could be located in a governmen ntal or
. non-governmental body. But should receive

recogniticn and support of the national governmant.

Recommendation IV

For reasons oL econcmy, better use Oor L>2s50uUrces,
consideration should be given to having a single
~entre operate as national centre, ISONET and

ATT concurrently.

pecommendation V

Tthe contre snould have adeguate ~orpunicablions
carilitins ko ensilure Access by Lhe user ardd by
other centres.,
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