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Explanatory Notes 

The attached print-outs are an inventory of industrial statistics 
available in the UNIDO data base (UDB), covering the period L963 to 1985. The 
UDB vas created and is maintained by the Industr~al Statistics Section (STAT), 
Division of Studies and Research. This inventory has been designed for the 
convenience of users vbo vish to evaluate quietly the general condition of the 
data for many applications. Coaaents and sugges~ions for its .improvement vill 
be greatly appreciated. 

For all tables based on the industrial statistics file of the UDB, the 
following source note is s~gested: 

·•source: UNIDO data base; information supplied by the Statistical Office 
of the United :'fatio11$, w~th estimates by the UNIDO 
secretariat." 

A description of the format of the inventory, a general definition of 
the variables included, and a key to table numbers and symbols used, are 
provided below. These notes refer specifically to the inventory, and 
therefore special characteristics of the data are described only where it 
would be necessary for correct interpretation of the print-outs. Users 
requiring detailed information on the contents of the industrial statistics 
data base should contact STAT. 

A. Format. Each page suamarizes the status of the industrial data for 
one country. The page ic divided into six panels, each showing the 
availability of statistics concerning the six most commonly used variables 
(eaplo,.ent, wages and salaries, gross output, value added, gross fixed 
capital formation and the production indexes) at the 3-digit (branch) level of 
the International Standard Industrial Classificationi/ (ISIC). A colUlllD 
vector shows available data for one year, all ISIC branches and a row vector 
shows the available time-series fGr one ISIC branch. Wherever data are 
available, either an asterisk or a •c• is placed in the appropriate cell - an 
asterisk to denote that the data refer only to a single ISIC branch, and a 'C' 
to denote that data for the branch are combined with data for one or more 
other branches.A/ 

Details on the [SIC location of available data are also supplemented by 
an indicator of the relative importance of those [S[C branches to which 
available data refer. Just above the year heodings on the panels, a plus sign 
(+) appears wherever the sum of the 1980 base veightsi·· corresponding to 

l/ [nternational Standard lndustrial Classification of All Economic 
Activities (ST/STAT/SER.M/4 Rev.2), United Nations, 1~68. 

'J;I Within this format, it i• not possible to distinguish which of the lSlC 
branches are combined. dowever, details on the ISIC composition of 
each itet1 of data can be supplied, on request. ISIC combinations are 
also identified in the data base by means of a letter code, and a key 
to these combination codes is available on request. 

}/ The base weights, i.e. value added, 1980, in U.S. dollars, at the 
3-disit (branch) level of I~IC, are re1arded as the best available 
indicator of the sisnif icance of a particular branch of industrial 
activity within a country's manufacturin1 sector. 

... 

• 



(v) 

CS.IC branches covered by data exceeds 80 per cent of all the 1980 base weights 
within the manufacturing sector. 

Under the six panels is a sU11111ary, by year, of the number of £SIC ]-digit 
branc~es (out of a P<>ssible 28) that are covered by data for each of the six 
variables in the industrial statistics file.~/ 

'3: Definition of variables. ·Although ttie data generally conform to the 
' international definitions.as reco..ended by the United :!lations.~/ the UD8 

statistical series for tables 04, 14 and 20 require additional explanation. 
For each of these tables, the international recoamendations recognize 

• alternative definitions, and differences in definition will be reflected 
numerically in the data. At the same time, the primary purpose for developing 
the UDB series inventor~ed here was to store, at a single, machine-readable 
location, the greatest possible coW!try coverage for each variable at the 
]-digit level of rsrc. over the longest possible period of time. [n order tu 
achieve this end, certain concessions have had to be made regar~ing 
definitional differences, with the result that for the four consolidated 
tables mentioned above, the data may be mixed. 

• 

Consolidation produces some degree of incomparab~lity in the data across 
countries, but this could be viewed as but one source of data 
incomparability. A more·serious one concerns differences in country practices 
regarding variations in the coverage of establishments (of ten the exclusion of 
small establishments) in industrial inquiries on which the data are based. 
However, occasionally consolidation also results in incomparability of the 
data within an individual c~untry over time, and this may present more serious 

• I/ problems for some appl~cations of the data set.-

The main features of the consolidation process are as follows: 

For table 04, employment, the preferred indicator is the average number of 
employees, although the number of persons engaged is accepted if it is the 
only series available. However, if both series are available for some years, 
selection of one or the other definition is guided by the criterion that 
consistency of the definition through time is more important than entering 
data on the number c. employees everywhere possible. For this reason, data on 
the number of persons engaged has sometimes been selected for the consolidated 
table. 

For tables 14 dnd 20, the variation in definition relates to the val...ation 
of gross output and value added. The coding system of the UDB 

~I Actually, the industrial statistics file in the UDB contains 14 data 
fields, although only six belong to the "consolidated" subset covered 
by this inventory. For further discussion of this point, see section 
8, "Definition of variables". 

?_/ [nternational Reconaendations for [ndustr-ial Statistics 
(ST/STAT/SER.~/48), United Nations, 1968. 

~I Users engaged in analyses for which the numerical effects of this 
mixing would present a serious limitation on the data's utility are 
advised that unconsolidated series are also available in the UDL, but 
of course with more limited time d•:pth and country coverage. For 
further information, please con1ult STAT. 



(vi) 
• 

distinguishes between two coaaonly used valnat-inn rnnr1tn~~- ornd~r~rs• prices 
and factor values. Either valuation is accepted.L; ~d.as·i~ ~he-case of 
the employment data. the main criterion for selecting one or the other (when 
th~r~ is a choice) is to assure mall:imua consistency of the valuation c~ncept 
within a country. both between variables and through time. 

An overview of the country data for each of the four consolidated tables 
affected by differences in definition is provided in the appendix. 

Tables: 

04 = 
05 = 
14 = 

20 = 

Zl =. 
51 = 

Symbols: 

blank :s 

* = 
c :s 

+ = 

Key to Table Yumbers and Symbols Used 

Employment (average number of employees or persons engaged). 
Wages and salaries paid to employees. in cl1Crent oatioral currency. 
Gross output in current national currency (valuation at factor 
values or producers• values or unknown). 
Value added in current national currency (valuation at factor 
values or producers' values or unknown). 
Gross fixed capital formation in current national currency. 
Index numbers of industrial production. 1980 = 100. 

Data are not available. 
Data available at the 3-digit (branch) level of ISIC. 
Data covering this ISIC branch are available but are combined 
with data for one or more other branches. 
1980 base weight coverage of country data for this table and year 
exceeds 80 per cent of the base weights for all manufacturing 
industries. 

ll In ca1e1 where the valuation is unknown. the data are also acr.epted in 
the consolidation proce11. 

•. 

• 
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DEFINITION* OF VARIABLES FOR ._'RICH DATA ARE STORED IN THE CONSOLIDATED FIELDS 
{continued) 

CONSOLIDATED TABLE CONSOLIDATED TABLE 
COUNTRY NUMBER COUNTRY NUMBER 

, 4 14 20 4 14 20 

Korea, Rep.of O~/ 13 19 Philippines 04!/ 13 19 
Kuwait 03£/ 13 19 Poland 04!,/ 14 20 
Lao P.D.R. 03 Portugal 04 13 19 
Lebanon 03 18 Puerto Rico 04 14 20 
Lesotho 04 13 19 Romania 04 

Liberia 03 13 Rwanda 04!,/ 13 19 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 04 13 19 Samoa 03 12 18 
Luxembourg 04 12 18 Saudi Arabia 04 13 19 
Macau 04 13 19 Senegal 04 13 19~/ 
Madagascar 04 13 19 Seychelles 04 14 20 

Malawi 04!,/ 12 18 Sierra Leone 03 13 19 
Malaysia Peninsular 04 12 18 Singapore 04 12 18 

Sa bah 03 12 18 Solomon Islands 04 
Sarawak 04 12 18 Somalia 04 l3 19 

Mali 04 14 20 South Africa 03.£/ 12~/ LS 

Malta 04 13 18~/ Spain 04 12 18 
Mauritania 04 14 20 Sri Lanka 04 12~/ 18~/ 
Mauritius 03 13 19 Sudan 04 13 18 
Mexico 04 13 19 Suriname 03 12 
Mongolia 04 14 Swaziland 03 13!!/ 19!!/ 

Morocco 04 14 18~/ Sweden 04 12 18 
Mozambique 04 14 20 Switzerland 03 18 
Nepal 04 13 19 Syrian Arab Rep. 03 13 19 
Netherlands 04 12 18 Thailand 04 l3 19 
New Zealand 04 14 19 Togo 04!,/ 13 19 

Nicaragua 04 13 19 Tonga 04 13 19 
Niger 03 14 20 Trinidad + Tobago 04 14 20 
Nigeria 04 13 19 Tunisia 04 13 19 
Norway 04 14 20 turkey 04!_/ 13 19 
Oman 04 13 19 Uganda 03 12 18 

Pakistan 04 13 19 USSR 04 14 
r Panama 04 13 19 United Arab Emirates 03£/ 13 19 

Papua ~ew Guinea 04 12 18 United Kingdom 04 12 18 
Paraguay 04 14 19 U. Rep. Tanzania 04 12 18 .. Peru 03 13 19 United States 04 14 18 

* For footnotes and key to codes, see end of table. (continued) 
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DEFINITION'* OF VARIABLES FOR WHICH DATA ARE STORED IN THE CONSOLIDATED FIELDS 
(continued) 

CONSOLIDATED TABLE CONSOLIDATED TABLE 
COUNTRY NUMBER COUNTRY 

4 14 20 

Uruguay 04!/ 14 20 Zaire 
Venezuela 03 l3 19 Zambia 
Yemen 04 12 18 Zimbabwe 
Yugoslavia 03 14 20 

!_/ Average number of persons engaged for one or more years. 
~I Valuation unknown for one or more years. 
£/ Average number of employees for one or more years. 
~I Valuation at factor values for one or more years. 
!1 Valuation at producer's values for one or more years. 

Key to the codes shown in the table are as follows: 

03 Average number of persons engaged. 
04 Average number of employees. 
12 Gross output in factor values. 
13 Gross output in producers' values. 
14 Gross output, valuation unknown. 
18 Value added in factor values. 
19 Value added in producers' values. 
20 Value added, valuation unknown. 

NUMBER 

4 14 20 

04!_/ 14 20 
04 l3 19 
04 12 18 

c 

.. 




