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SU?-JaRI AND CONCLUSION 

The initial purpose Of t~is study yas to assess the present 
state or the fruit and ve~etobl~ proces~i.nc in~~stries, and the 
availa.'".:ility of IF.\: ~P~e:::-i=.ls, ~-.·it!:. th~ o~~~ctiv~ in ~iL.c tc 

c.·~f'.;...,.,, L_._...._o.;e .,-0'' .:. """"OV;':"'. th.:S e,,-:-__ ~ec~""" 
t.._ -- e "' .... '-- • ..a.. ...._J."..a.. ......._t "'- -w.·- - ~-- • lio-;.:eve.::, in ~!:e 

a.b.~ei:l.CE: cf such in:.~~tries anC: tte e:::trer:ely lo,,- levels of 

;.ro~.ucticn cf the cc:--:---=:.:;,t.c:::iC.~t;, r::,-· I:;~i:;e.=ials, it t.:.s been 

n .c. ... ~<"<'"· ..._. to mod.;""" ... ,l~ •c:..,.,...~ o~ r.,,.-f"e.-c-ce· f ....... ~~~i·s i=tuc.'..--'-'c; __ . ._,,. ... .1.., V.A. ~ \l~.a.-- ,._ V-V• VJ...L J- ,.-,1..., -.; • • 

on t~~ Eubstituticn of ~;or~f, 2t sue~ t~e wten the unsatisfiEe 
C.:?:::=nC. in tl:e frest x:.~=~·:e= t has 11Ecn ~et ru:id s~ !'icient r·a.\-: :O.t!terials 
c~n o& ;=oluc&c to sust~ill indu£tries. 

The abse::ce of coi;:-:erciE'l-sc?.le fcoC. croi's et tl;.e present tme 
12:.cic~t~s that tt~ abricul~.ir&l base will tave to be developec 
before th: eetablisi.Ler.t ::~ !ccd. ;rocessint:, inC.~stries can be 
sericusly considaree. 

The volu?:e a.nd value of curr~nt h.ports o! ~rocessed !cod and 
beverage ~roducts, which ai·e incre:nsbg annually, bive some idea 
as to the scope and scale of asro-i&dustrial possibilities; 
however, it should be kept in oinC. thet if an increase in food 
production sufficient to meet the fresh market de~and cen be 
realizec, t~ere would be corresponcille ~ecreases in the need to 
import certain proc6ssed foods. ~possible excepti~n to this 
would be aanned 111eats, which because or long storaee life and the 
relative ease c! c!istribution will be an important item in the 
food supply for so~e years to cooe. AS indicated b7 import 
statistics, man.Y of _tl:e individual items of processed food products 
reflect a very small market for which processing facilit.ies at corresponding 
a5ales would be too small to be economically viable. Two notable ~xceptions 

are beverages.isoft drinks and beer) and canned meat. 

The annu~1 imports of soft drinks are reported to be nearl7 
1.5 million liters at a cost o! SIS808,000 and beer at nearly 
4 million liters at a cost o! $1.8 million• The imports o! canned 
meat are 1,23~ tons at a cost of more than 13.6 million. 
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~he manu!acture o! beverages would not require inputs from the 
dcaestic agriculture base and consequently the expansion of the 
existing soft drink industry and the establishment ot a brewery 
need not be ~elayed by tte time required to develop that base. 
Nece~sarily, ingredients and contain€rs for beverages woul~ teve 
to be ~~orted, but the savinfs in freiGht costs for transportiJlb 
tte hish water con~ent of these product~ su~ests that the pote~tial 
for these i.nC.uetries should b~ biven further consideration anc study. 

While e. a;i:at I-rocessin.~ iD.C.ustry a::t:-:t:ec:.rs to werit further stucy, 

it is f ac~d ~ith the ~ro~le~ at the ~oweut of an ina~equate beef 
c~ttle popul~tioL co~poundee by an an:i~al d~cli.ne ill ~uw~ers. ~he 

pos~ibility !o= thi~ in{ustry will be delayed for soue years unt~l 
the t=eud cf diL.i~izhin[ ~~be:s ceu b~ =~ver~ed frow the present 
be~c co\411.t c! less then 2~,:c~ to so&et~in~ in excess of 50,COG 
het..d end, :p=eftrel:ly 1~·:,\Jc~ he~c:, to sustai. ~!l inc:ustey capable 

of el~ill.c:tin[; ti~E: neec_ tc li:i.;.::"t C~Jllled ~e~ ... 

The relr.E.Li=-b !"coc. proc::-~~inb inci.lstriez te!ltc.tively identifire 

in t:U.~ ztu~y a!"~ i.i2illl.J- cc:c.~actural ft this tiL.c ::.nd have no 
sco;:e :e;r ~:t-lei....e.c.te:ti:.~ ir. ti:,c i:-r:.-:?c'.i:-:te !uture. :lh~ther or :iot 

they 1ecoi..E real :poEsi.;jilitic; Li t'he !ut·1.A.rc ":ill de~end o::. the 
f\l!"t~·-e= t:ve1o;:.eut u1' ~r.e C..i:.::-'icul\;i.lr'l ·oaze enc incrtasec i:ite::-r.~l 

:-~:-~~t C:~~~. for -c-L.e:i.~ :.;:rO-::ucts. 

. ~ . 
l.::C~\,;.-7;: 

1. 

2. Sleut:ih te rinb: ·oc-E:f :-.11~. c-.:in~ 

?:. _·.r..;,. ~1."M·~e 4 c: I- .;--.:n'.'"" 
., ~.....__. •'-' \.A...,. ····- :_.. 

t~con., 

2-ll.C .:,~.usc5as. 

G. :Fi.st Froce~si111,;,: fr~!;:i~ ... , c.:.:~·L:c :.~:'. fisi. ~eel 

.,.r: -r,-,..l~te••:~·- -··~· ,.) .. 'l.ry 1..: .. 01.. u... _ • ....:. ..... , c ..... cw, 

c ··o-"·· -..,i· --· c: - ~"'u"'~c._, ..... ~ · 
"'• t,,j - v -• ..... - 1.:. .... .., ~"' W'"4J. -·•t:, 

1L. :3re= L~·.;i.fr.cturin0 
11. ~ruit i,=:.:oce£si.:::.~: ca::ce:;·.:.o~~leC:. f~-ui.ts, ~uiccs, j~s, 

~ellies t ~._:~al.~.CPS an:' uUi~P c..cnce:itrateS • 



, 

s 

Because or the hi~ly frab(kented distrib~tioc pattern or the 
po~~l~tion, ~hie~ is encabed p=it.~rily ~ a subsistence level of 

!c.od :r;rod.uctior.., t~~e •·:ice C.ispersi:on o!' t: .. e isl:mC.c and the lack 

ne ... ~E.:. by f ~:t:: ¥roce~si::._ ~~iJ.Ztries sr .. c .• lc1 cor:..e fro:.. c.entralizeC. 
....... o, . .:,.,. _..,..,.c .L"c~·tr:..: ,.-i"t'l-i.'~ re--=c··,..~e c..·.;e-.-. ........ O-~ the "Droce-C"~;r.., g- ··~t.- ..__.._;_ '-~· .,,..._ u -~ :;.;._ ...... ·-- _. •. .,c_.. ... 1.:. - ~ --g 

p=o~<;;~~ec :;::-c-:.uc~s b~:.r.t.. ~ :t.oi...ir:rc. zut,u:..Et~ tt&t t!ie k'rod.uction 
ar• ~ be :!..o: ,~ te.c L.~. i.nlj~ oL. Gu.:-.::.:c.. lc ': u.~ 1. 

!or sclvinb Euch co~str~~~i~~ fuctcr: , :: . .__. 

(cj 

,.;:~.,_-o-, .... ~-""c • .., __ ., . .: .. ,r.-.- ... o':"'-::: - ~.~-..... .:c··i .. .,. .. y '-'.., __ -- ... ~- ... ._."-W *•·• ..>w _._, ,!·'-·--• W-Cilll.,,;..• ~o=~i~n investors 
i.:: t>.0 ricul ture.l 

It ;_c,.y be: 

~~ .. ills. 

Vt.ZLt\Are cz;it:-.:!., ~--·: :.:.u..1:::.= o:.: 1,.:.i:-:.~:tia~ i1::.vi:·.;:tor!:i frcw 

'i."i t~.iL. ';he; CC.v~~=:, i:: c:~.:.i ~€. E:..::::!.l. 

r1.:: . .. .. ... ;;.. ~, 
... v .... - •• 

is c. ..:.ajor 
e?.rlJ stat;e 
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In addition, it is recoanended that serious consideration be 

given to the establishment of a governmental agency with powers 

of enforcement to m?nitor standards of quality, sanitation and 

weights and measures of imported agricultural products. This 

would apply equally to agricultural raw products, semi-processed 

and processed products. 

This progratmne would require the adoption of a set of quality 

standards and the training of personnel to perform the functions 

of inspection and determination of compliance with the 

standards. 

The creatirn af an inspection service during the present stage 

of development would provide consumer protection and some 

assurance of full value for monies paid for imports. Equally 

important, quality standards would be in place as and when 

the domestic agro-industrial sector is further developed, 

the application of which would help to assume the market 

acceptance of local products. 

Following is a schematic chart illustrating the development 

of agricultural production on a conanercial scale as a 

base for agro-industries. 
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1. Current Situation 

Backgrou:id 

General 
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The Solomon Islands is an independent Commonwealth nation locatec bet~een 
0 0 0 0 • 155 to 170 east and 5 to 12 south of tha equator. Th~ Solomon Islanas 

form an archipelago in the Southwest Pacific about 1,9oc kilometers (1,20J mi.) 

northeast of Austr&lia. ..ith terrain ranging from ruggedly mountainous iEla~ds 

to low-l1ing coral atolls, the Solomons stretch in a 1,450 kilometer (900 mi.; 

chain southeast fro:n Fapua tie• Guinea across the Coral Sea to iTCllluatu. 

The main islands of Choiseul, He• Georgia, Santa Isabel, Guadalcanal, 

Kalaita and Kakira have rain-forested mountain ranges of mainly volcanic 

origin, deep narroN valleys and coastal belts lined ~ith coconut palms and 

ri~ged by reefs. The smaller islands are atolls and raised coral reefs. Tne 

Solomon Islend region is geologically active and earth tremors are frequent. 

The islands' ocean equatorial climate is rleasant most of the year, .oit!l a 

Clean te!!!perature of 27°c (8o0 r.) and fe11 extremes of temperature or weatRer. 

Thout;h seasons are not pronounced, the nort!htesterly ·•inds of November throug!i 

~pril bring fr~quent rainfall and occasional squalls or cyclones. The annual 

rainfall is about 3050 milimeters (120°in.). 

Yiore than 90 percent of the islando is forested. The coastal strips are 

s~el tere'c.i by mangrove and coconut trees. The interiors of the lEire;e islan.ds 

are heavily forested. The quality of the soil ranges from rich volcanic to 

relatively infertile limestone. 

'i'he Solomon Islanders comprise diverse cultures, l&nguages and cu&t~ms. 

Of the 258,0C persons estimated in 1984, 93.3 percent were clas£ed as 

Melanesian, 4 percent as Polynesian and 1.5 percent as Microneaian. In 

addition, small numbers of ~uropeans and Chi&eses •ere re~istered. About 90 

v~rnaculars are spok~n with ~nglish as tha official lan~uaga. Most people 

~eside in suall, widely dispensed settleo~nta along th~ coasts. ~ighty perce~~ 

live in localities ~ith less th&n 200 ~ersons ~n~ only 9 pdrcent live in urb&~ 

areas. Cverall I>Opulation ciensity in the Solomons is ahout 9.4 persona per 

square kiloruetar. 

Th~ capitbl city of Honiara, situbted o& Gu~d&lcanal, the largest isli~d, 

has 24,0CO inhabitants ~nd a ~opulation cie~aity cf 705 Ferions per s~uar~ 

kiloCle ter. 
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The other principal towns - Gizo, ~uki and Kira Kira - hav~ !e•er than 2,0C0 

inhabitants each. 

tost Solomon Islanders are Christian, ~ith the Anglican, 3oman Catholic 

a~d the South Seas Evangelical faiths predominating. About 5 percent o! tte 

pofulation maintain trac~tional beliefs. 

The chief characteristics of the traditional Melanesia social structure ar~: 

the ~ractice of subsistence economy; the recognition of bo&ds of kinship, with 

important obligations extending beyond the immediate family group; and, a 

strone attachment of the people to the land. Most Solomon Islanders maintain 

this traditional social structure a!'ld find their roots in village life. 

Governme!1t 

The 3olomon Islancs is ~ parlimentary democracy within the Coraunonwealth, 

Jith a unicarmeral Parliament and a ministarial system of government. The 

British monarch is represented by a govern·lr-general, chosen by the Parliament. 

The national Parliament has 38 members, elected for 4-year terms. The Prime 

Minister elected by Parliament, choses the other 14 members of the Cabinet. 

Each ministry is headed by a Cabinet member, ~ho is assisted by a permanent 

secretary, usually a career public servant, who directs the staff of the 

ministry. 

For local government, the cou~try is divided into eight administrative 

arec.-.s, of Nhich seven are provinces administered by elected provincial 

assemblies, and the eighth is the town of Honiara, adl!linistered by the Honiara 

Town Council. The governcent policy is to give more responsibility to these 

assemblies, as they are more closely in touch ~ith the people and in many 

remote areas, constitute the only re&l government presence. Local government 

activities include public health, sanitation ser~ices, ochools, supervision 

of markets and buildings, arid construction of roads and bridges. Finance is 

obtained throu6h local taxes and through grants from the ~entr~l government, 

which supervises through the ~inistry of Home Affairs. 

Land Ownership 

Land ownership is reserv&d for Solomon Islrnders. Land gene~ally is still 

held on a family or village basis and may be handed do~n from mother or fat~er 

according to loca: custcm. The islanders are reluctant to provide land for 

non-traditional economic undertakings, and this has res~ltec in some disputes 

over land ownership. 

i.~conomy 

The Solomon Islind economy includes swbsistence and market sectoro. About 

85 percent or the population engage to some extent in subsistence (non-cash) 
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production, accounting for 35-~0 percent >f gross domeetic product, which has 

declined from a previous level of 52 percent in 1973. Most persons in the 

&ubsistence sector live in rural and isol~ted settlem~~ts, obtain food ~y 

root-crop gardening and fishing, and have relatively little involvement in 

the cash economy. Most ~ople ·.111ork for money only intermittently. It is 

estimated that 21 percent cf persons in the 15-54 age group work for wage~. 

An additional 7 percent are self-e:nployed, mostly as copr&. farmers or market 

gardeners. 

The market economy depends on primary commocity production for export 

principally timber, fish, cvpra, pale oil a~d smaller acounts of coco« and 

spices. Cattle and rice are also produced for doQestic m3rkets, both of ~hict 

are at present in a state of decline. 

From 1973 to 1979, real income grew at an annual rate of about 8 percent, 

which, even allowing for therountr:'s unusually high annual population gro•th 

rate of about 3.4 percent, msultei in an increase in real per capit& incomP. 

of more than 4 perce~t annually. During t~is period, fish and palm oil 

developed into major exporta, diversi!ying the traditional export base of 

copra and ti~b~r. ~nfortunately, real per capita GDP fell by 3.7 percent per 

ye~r during the period 1979-83. The GDf reached ~159 million in 1982. 
(See Table 1). 

Agriculture, including forestry, livestock and fisheries, is the mainstay 

of the economy, accC'unting for about 70 percent o! GDr, 90 percent of exports, 

and about one-third of all tot?.l r:.id employmf:nt. Huch of the land is 

forested, with only a amall proportion cultivat~d fer subsistence food p10-

duction and cash crcps. Timber is a major industry. The climate and generallJ 

fertile soils ~re conducive to most tropical crops, and, with the generally 

lo~ population density, suitable land is ampla for further cultivation and 

cattle rai3ing. The fishing ind~stry hRs considerable potential, although 

com~ercial developme~t has begun. 

Real incomes in the rural &reas have not increased significantly since the 

early 1970~. The government recognizes that the most effective way of raising 

rural incomes at a satisf3ctory pace and of creating sufficient ~ash earning 

opportunities would be through increased participatio~ of the rural populatior. 

in commercial aericutt~re. The government is Norking, ~ith aid from donor 

countries, to promote economic develop~ent in rural areas through tiuch 

measures as credit expansion, stroneP-r marketing; and improved road transporta

tion nnd inter-island shipping. 
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Tat.le .. 1: caoss DC1KEST:c PlClllUCT, 1174-12 
csu·ooo> 

1'74 lt7S lt7' 1977 1971 1979 19IO 1911 1912 

lbeeta!I Sector 

l. .. , ..... •alari•• 11.133 14,600 11,200 21,700 25,200 21.100 ll.300 Jt,200 45.200 
.2. Operattaa 8llrplaa 

•al••• 6,611 3,209 5,212 7,696 t,500 20,H•O 15,100 12, 70Ct 1,600 ~.1 .. (4,065) (4,000) (4,500) U,000) (l,000) (17 ,000) (16.600) (U,lOO) ct,ooo: CooperachH (291) (253) Ut2) (440) (500) 000) 000) (300) 000) .-.11c ••t•rrrl••• (2,241) C-1,044) (420) U.256) (1,500) (3,400) C-1,IOO) (-tOO) (-700) 

Govermaat 152 133 547 746 77S 657 114 711 too laata (125) (111) (525) (731) (751) ('43) (721) (6SI) (700) 
Tlat -~r r01aJ.t1 (27) (IS) (22) {15) (24) CU-) (16) (130) UOG) 

....... 1 .. 3,ts5 1,516 !,380 2,770 3,561 6,171 5,A9 5,619 4,IOO Copra U,761) (1,251) (1,089) (2.421) (3,112) (5,603) (4,900) (4,900) (4.000) Ota.er (227) (251) (291) (342) (44t) (561) (7H) (719) (IOO) 

.!!!!!. 10,711 4,151 7,139 11,212 13,136 27,521 21,MJ3 11,177 14,J(IO 

laco.aa (aoaatarr at factor 
COit (1+2) 21,151 lt,451 2S,Jlt 32,911 lt,036 54,621 52,903 51,377 st,500 

3. Dllpradatioo J,146 4,611 5,22t 6,160 7,500 10,9U 14,247 11,052 22,000 

GDr {80Getary) ac factor 
COit (1+2+3) 25,6'7 24,llt 30,561 lt,072 46,536 65,53' 67,150 76,429 11,500 

4. IIMllrect tase• 1••• 
auba1'1u 4,121 3,430 4,000 5,408 6,200 10,546 10,7'5 14,450 11,000 

CDr (80Getary) at •rket 
pricaa (1+2+3+4} 29,111 27,56' 34,561 44,4'0 52,736 76,CIS 77,945 90,179 tt,500 

llonmotlet•!I lactor 

5. ..._iateac• prodact 
Caro••> 21,lOO 23,675 26,071 29,050 33,225 36,513 41,440 49,700 st,000 

llltMta!I ad loa.ollat~ 
liiCtor• · 

C1lt at factor coat 
1+2+3+5) 46,7'7 47,114 56,646 61,122 7t,761 102,122 101,5'0 126,129 140,500 

CDP at •rkat prii:aa 
.(I !!O 5) 50,911 51,244 60,646 73,530 15,961 112,661 119,315 140,579 lSl,500 

GDP ta coutaat 1971 
dollara 61,345 61,005 61,916 73,530 71,163 93,HO 15,111 11,414 tO,HI 

lourcoas 1912 ltatiatlcal taar\ook, Dl1 aad .. ak ataff Htiutea, 
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TAILE 2. LAM> AlEA IY POPUJ.AnON AT 1HE 1970 • 1976 CENSUSES 

WI> AREA POPULATION POPULATION 
DENSl1Y 

SQ. IMS. \ 1970 1976 PER SQ. DI. 
TOTAL 19"/6 

(i) WESTERN 8573 31.1 32231 40329 4.7 

of which: 

Short land Islands 413 1.S 19SO 2101 5.1 

Vella Lavella 677 2.S 9227 1140i 16.8 

Choiseul 34S4 12.5 8017 10349 3.0 

Rovi:lna 2320 8.4 8499 10911 4.7 

Marovo 1709 6.2 4538 5561 3.3 

(ii) SANTA YSABEi. 4014 14.6 8653 10420 2.6 

(iii) CE~'TRAL ISi.ANDS 1276 4.6 10922 13576 10.6 

of which: 

Rcnncl J /Bel Iona f>SO 2.4 1504 1893 2.9 

Russell Islands 210 0.7 2715 3070 14.6 

Savo 30 0.1 1352 1569 52.3 

Nggel:l 386 1.4 5351 7044 18.2 

(iv) GUADALCANAi. 5:J>2 19.2 23996 31677 ' n v.v 

(v) IJONIARA 34 0.1 11191 14942 439.4 

(vi) MALA11'A 4243 15.4 51722 60043 14.2 

(vii) MAKIRA/Ul.AWA 3188 11.5 12390 14891 4.7 

of "'hich: 

Makir:i 3125 11.3 10921 13034 4.2 

Ub"'a 63 0.2 1469 1857 29.S 

(viii) EASTERN ISLANDS 926 3.4 9078 10945 11.8 

of which: 

Reef Islands 29 0.1 -1053 ~255 146.7 

Sant:- Crui 647 2.4 3433 4854 7.5 

Utupua 69 0.3 232 300 4.4 

Vanikolo 174 0.6 163 267 1. s 
Tikopia 4 1040 1115 278.8 

Anuta l 157 154 51.3 

TOTAL 27556 IOQ..O 160183* 196823 7.1 

• 115 people were counted as an ships in 1970. 
>bte: 'lhe land areas have been revised in 1P79. 
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'fjBL! _3 •. BOtm:HOLDS AllD AVERAGE HO\SDOLD SIZE 1976 CEIStS 

Prov.l.11ce Wo. ot Population. Total Ave rap 

He>useholcls Male Feml.e Homehol4 Size 

Vest~rn 6358 211114 1891! la0329 6.3 

Santa Ysabel 1951 5282 5138 10"20 5.3 
Central Is landa 2701 7330 6246 13576 5.0 
Guadalcanal 5957 16889 14788 31677 5.3 
nDliiar& .,.,.)4 ... 8Qn5 6037 1491'2 5.5 
!iala1ta 10564 29679 30361. 60043 5.i 

~n/Ulave. 2556 7792 1099 1\891 5.8 
!utern Ia lands 202~ 5517 51'28 10945 5.la 

TO?AL 3481.9 102808 9lf015 196823 5.6 



TABLE 4. DISTRIBUTION Of LOCALITIES (VILLAGES) BY SIZE CLASSES IN EACH PROVINCE 

POPULATION SIZE CLASSES 

Province 0-9 10-1q 20-.. 9 50-99 100-199 200-299 300-&tH 500-&t999 5000 + 

We!t1:ern 229 188 219 97 75 21 11 2 -
Santa. YHbol .. J 3S .. 2 28 3? 6 1 - -
Central Island!' 167 90 91 58 :'3 3 - 1 -
Guadalcan.l 332 359 .. 13 101 19 .. - 2 -
lbniara - - - - - - - - 1 

I 

t4alaita 582 1438 1628 213 92 19 11 2 -
Jitakira/Ulalla 91 63 10 .. 55 30 .. 1 1 -
Eaatern lelande 23 30 .. s .. o 21 13 - - -
TOTAL 1 .. 82 1203 13 .. 2 592 292 70 2&t 8 1 

I Cuaulative \ 29.6 53.6 80.3 92.1 97.9 99.3 99.8 99.9 100.0 

all 
Cla•1e1 

8162 

202 

.. 33 

1230 

1 

1785 

3119 

172 

501&t 

• -

flean 
SlM Of 
Loc•lltr 

... 
52 

al 

21 

1 ..... 2 

3lt 

... 

... 
i 

31' 

-

~ 
A 

I 
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Although the country's small. manufacturiu~ sector has sho•n growth in 

recent years, industries are still few and .rudimentary. The main areas of 

iro•th have been in agro-based industries such &s palm oil milling, fish 

cannin6 and savmillinc. The country's other industries includd boats, rattan 

and ..,ood furniture, fibreglass watertan;..s and c~noe~, shell je..rell.ry, tobacco, 

clothing, so«p, nails and a small amount of hancicrefts such ~s carving and 

weavint;. 

1.1. £esource aase 

1 • .,. 1. 5oils 

Topography is the main factor in deter~ining &gricult~ral 

potential for both subsistence and c&sh crcp produ::tion. Flat or 

gdntly undulated land is li~ited in the Solomon Islands. Hansell and 

:jall (1976) identified 54 such c.reas ro.n&in~ in s~ze from 10 to 337 

sqa&re ~ilometers throughout th~ coantry snd referredto as agricultural 

opportunity areds (AOA). (See Table 5). These ~reas of level or low 

hilly land ~ith fbir to good agricultural po~ential totalled 333,000 

hectares and represe~t about 12 percent of the total land are& ic t~~ 

country. Surveys indicated tbat on the average, 84 percent of this 

potential agricultural land is unused, ·;;hich •ould suggest that suitable 

land in itself should not be a conatraint.:to ex:panding production for 

some tim~ to come. 

Aside fro~ the Guadalcanal Plain, the ~ain areas of potential 

agricultural land are on limited coastal !lats or on lower hill slopes. 

The remaining landsc&pe is mai~!y compriyec of steep moutains or hilly 

land co~posed -0! dissected vol~~nic and sedimentary materials. Except 

for ~~elai ta, ·•here a large percentage of the pop•.llation lives in the 
I 

interior region of the island, most of the country's pop~lation occupy 

pockets of flr.t land ne£'?' the coc.st. The atoll islands have li:dted 

aericaltural potential due to the n~ture of the toposra~hy. 

Although many soils are physically sood, potassium deficiency 

is eenerally fou~~ on s~ils over calcareous m~terial and li~estone, 

~hile phosphcrusae!iciency occurs in soils derived from vol~r.nic rock. 

T~e use of inorganic fertilizers ~ill gen~rally &lleviate t·1~se 

deficiencies. 
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Table 5. Agricultural Opportunit7 Areas (AOA) in the Soloaon Islands -

Sq. Ka. 

District Total AOA 
Land Area Total C· Uaed Unused Wn~aed ,_ 

.. ea tern 8,573 1,555 18 193 1,362 

Santa Isabel 4,5?3 90 2 11 79 

Centr1al Islands 1,276 42 3 5 37 

Guadalcanal./!loniara 5,336 ?46 14 120 626 

Galaita 4,243 536 1'X 
" 

149 387 

Kakira 3, 188 228 7 27 201 

Eastern Islands 926 183 20 29 1,54 

Total 27,556 },}80 12 .534 2,846 

Source: Specialist In!oraation compiled by J.A.F. Hansell and J.R.D •• ~all, 

1976. 

88 

88 

87 

84 

72 

8b 

84 

84 
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Clim.Ate/.ater Suppl;y 

1.1.2. Seasonal and diurnal temperature v~riations at. lo~ el~ations are 

s~all. In coastal Areas th~ mean Jianuary maxi:ua are rarely o..~ove 32°c and 
0 0 the cini~a belo• 29 C. The corresponding fig~res for July would be 29 C &nd 

23°c respectively. Th~se te~per&tares would s~it the gro~ta of most tropic~l 

crops. 

Exce~t for parts of the Guadalcanal plRins a~c occasionally on some 

of the atolls, moist~r~ stress is t.:nli.-:ely. IU::.:.> '.:ie::: f!J.~J be necess...,r:r 011 such 

3uad<-.lca!':P.l areas, particu::. :·l;,r in cro; n~:r<>:-:-ies. In high rainfall a.reas 

ir1sclntion ilia; b~ li:?i'.:ed '1:::1 hi1)1 h11micitit:s <'-r~ ccti~on. In the.oa s:.tuations, 

proC.".lction c! some crops can be reduced Ei!1d severe disease probleos (e.i:;. ste::: 

ccsnker and black poc ir1 cocoa) can precllide cocu~ercidl prodaction of sooe 

cr~ps. Crops that re1uire a dr7 period to i&~uce ~dequ3te floMerin~ are 

li~iterl to restricted ;~~ts of t~e Solomon Isl~nds. 

J.nnual rn.i11fall recorded frora 197''1-'1)81 in varioas parts of the CO' . .mtry 

shows average r&n0es o! ?.o inches in ~oniara to 168 inches in the Lastern 

bl£:ids -.d th extremes of 51 tc 214 incaas recorded. (Sea Ta~-le 6). 

Cy~lones occur frequently in the Pacific. :bile th~ ef!P.cts of a 

particular cyclone ~ai be confined to a Smull area, effects can be severe in 

t!iG.t area as '•aI>pened in l·:ay of 1986. Soso:? trae crois may oe ruled out 

co:n~leti:ly as potentiE:.l crops becausa o~ i>otenticsl .famae;~ b;; c;::clones. A 

st~a; by ~arriaon and Fle~ine (19eo) preclud~e rubb:r production for that 

reason. 



TAJll.E .6. RAINFALL - ANNUAL TOTAts 

INCHES 

Year Honiara 
Kira Kira Auki Mul\da Gracio•• Bay 

(MAkirn/Ulawa) (Malaita) (We•t•rn) (Ea•tern I•land•) 

-
1971 95 165 152 127 166 

19'i!! ttlt 1'.)'1 '1.22 156 162 

197) 72 12te t'*l 129 1'66 

197'* Bt 1l7 117 110 147 

1975 76 168 tlt6 1'*3 169 

1976 112 157 133 159 214 ... 
tltB 

CD 

1977 8) 1!!l1 157 183 I 

1970 50 109 t08 11t1 171 

19i9 75 1'16 ute 154 182 

1980 76 12) 126 162 165 

198'1 51 109 uo 136 tltl 
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1.1.3. LRnd Tenure 

Land ir. the Solomo:i l&lnne-, can be claasi!ied into t•o cc..tegories, 

accordint to the s;ste~ of tenure &overnint o~ners~ip of rights ~nd interest 

in land: 

a) Ca.;to:!H:r.rv Land - •!1i::re th.e systeo o! tenure is eoverned by 

customary use. The customery lar.d tenure system characteristically 

rer.P.rds u.e descent groui; RS the 111nd hcldinc unit, rel;tint. the 

interest of the indivicu~ls in the erou~ to their sccial obligations 

stat11s and politico.l po.,~r~ .:iowever, the system pr~vents an 

individuE..l dev~lor-er froir. holdint; title to a pc..rtic·.:.l&r parcel of 

la~d. Every ~an is born a land·o~n9r, but the land he o~ns is also 

o"ned in com~on by oth~r ~e=ber ~r his descent group. 

b) i.lienc.tec l1tnd - lnn~ thc.t has been removed !1·00 c;.;et'"'m:i.ry use 

And •here the: s::-ste~ of tem,re is determined by the Lands and 

Titles ~ct. ~itle· to 97 percent of such land is reeistered, 

title to the reQainin£ 3 pt>rcent is pendin& re8i&tr&tion. The 

Soloi:1~n Island Government and I.en-Solomon Ialc.ndcrs are not 

permitted to o~n interests in Custocary Land. Since 1977, only 

Solomon Islanders and the Solow.c~ Island Government are per~itted 

to Oa!l a perpeta&l estate (~~·;iv.lent to a f'reehold interest) in 

alienate~ land. Feryetual estate o~ned by Solo~on Islanders or 

by th~ Solomon I&~end Government may be le&sed, and in the case of' 

Perpetual ~state O•ned b] the G~vern~ent, ~uch k lease is kr.o•n 

as a !ixed-term estate. The perpetual e6tate i~ to~n lands is 

held by Gover~.nt, and private rievelopers may be &ranted !ixed

ter~ estcte in the land • 

.\n estim&tGd 23,8.38 square kilometers (83 r.:rce11': Of the total land 

areR) is custocary land bald by tribal or extein:ied !amily croups. or the 

remaininb 3,66f s~. kz;1. of non-custooAry, or alienat•d l~nd, about 6? percent. 

belonfs to the Govern1:1ent and 33 perc.ant to .3ol.ocicn IabnGerti. (See Table ?). 

The o.1nership AS · .. ctll &s th~ right-to-use customar7 land have been, 

and continue to be, subject to frequent dispute, especially ~hen the l~nd is 

beinb considered !or cornaercial develop~ent. ':'he probleo can be &ttributed 

to the absence of lAnrl boundari surveye, ~hich m~~.as t~e determination of 

o•nershil> i. virtu;.ll; im_riuRsible task. I! di!!erent tribal or extenriec family 

croups are involved, the c!i&p;Jte becol'.le dra;;;n-out affair• and may be 

intra~table b~c&use of intar-tribGl riv~ly and jeklOuftias. 



Table ~· LAND TINUU IY FIOYIHCI, 1 HO J.!. 
(•q Ira) 

Sant• Central Cuadal- *Ura/ la•tera 
We•t•rn lHbel bl•nd• cenal Honiara Hdatl:a Ulava blend• Tou1 

C-u1tOt111ry · 1an.:i 7,079.0 2,813.0 819.0 5,023.0 - 4, 168.0 3,129,0 787.0 n,1e1.o . 
Alienated land 

Perpetural ••tat• owned by aoverNMtnL 
LeaHd to to.ma l.a 0.2 2.0 - 34.0 1,0 0,5 0.2 39.7 
Lea•ed to Solo.on lalanJera 19.6 6.2 1.1 9,4 - 24.0 4,1 - 64.4 
Lea••d to non-Sol0110n l•lanclera 169.3 94.l 102.2 1'8.1 - 11.4 19.5 0.6 536.l 
Uneacuabered land J.b l,058.3 286,3 273.7 u.a - 15,6 4.9 137.2 1,a1t.a 
Subtotal 1.249.0 387.0 379.0 192.0 34,0 ~2. 29.0 138.0 L.~60.0 - - - - -

Perpet\Ull ••t•t• owned by Solomon lalandera 
lo•••J to government 42.6 - - 23.7 .. a.a 0,9 - 6t.C 
Le•••d to Solomon lelandera - 0.2 0,3 0.2 - 0,9 A,.3 0.1 6.0 N 

0 
Leaaed to non-SolCMM>n lalandera 1.9 4.3 2.1 31.7 - 4,1 - 1).5 44.6 
Unencunbered land 200.5 809.5 5.6 31.4 - 16.2 24,a 0.4 1,01&.4 

Subtotal 245.0 814.0 8.o 87.0 - 23.0 30,0 1.0 i.201.0 - -- - - - - -- -
Total Alienated Land J._4~4~0 J .201,0 387.0 . 279,0 34.0 75,0 59Jf) ill.:.!!. .L66LO - -
Total Area 8.sn.o 4.014.0 1,276.0 5.302,0 34.0 41243.0 :s 11aa.o 926.0 u.s~.o - -

ft At No., .. bel' 30, 1980. 
Deelgnated for •lnlna, foreetry or ... 11holder •chemea. 

Source: 1982 Statlatlcal Yearbook. 
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Registration of such land is being encouraged in the hope that this will 

reduce the frequency of disputes and make more land available for agricultural 

development. Ho~ever, because i~creasing use o: customary land for commercial 

production is essential to any signi!icar.t future ievelop~ent of the agricul

turAl sector, the Government will need to take ap:lropriate rueasures at a~ 

early date tc deal ~it~ the probleCJ. 

The land tenure s~stem, as it is presently structured appears to be 

a major ob&~acle to cev~lop~er.t. 

1.1.4. Manpower 

The present distribution of population is such that an esti~ated 

60 percent live in villa8es VJith fe·11er than 100 inhabitants and more than 

Bo percent in loc~tions •i 4 h fe•er ttan 200. The provision of services 

(includins aericaltural extension services) to such a scattered population 

is obvio~sly difficult and costly. ftny major increase in crop production 

would therefore presumably have to come from large plantations, •hich aill 

require resttlement schemes. Su~stantial development will necessarily have 

to be restricted· to suitable and accesa~le lands in th~ Agricultural o~portu

nit~ areas and if the resident population in sue~ areas is lo~ (as ~ould be 

the case in lilost areas), manpo.i1~r .ro,1ld have to be imported. 

Co:npoundinz the problem of the lack of a centralized labor pool is 

the scarcity of management and technical skills ~hich have not had opportu

nities tp develop in the absence of com~ercial scale a&riculturAl activities. 

This ~pplies also to the lir.li teci entrer::-eneurFl':ip in the country attributable 

to ~ sc~rcity of ~rivate venture capital. (S~e tables 8,9 and 10 containing 

e~ployoent statistics). 



-------------------~-------
- 22 -

0 .. .. .. "' • .. 0 ; • • • • • . • • .. • • - .. • - .. 
"' "' .. ... . , • : - "' • = 3 .. .. a I .. -0 ft .. .. .. 0 • . . . • . ... - - .. - ... 
"' ... • "' " • - • i . • • • . • . • - "' • - 0 • .. -ft - "' .. • .. .. • "' .. • 

~ - ... "' • ... • .. .. ... .. • .. - • .. ... . . . . . . .. - - ... - .. .. - ... "' .. .. "' - i . • . . • . • . ... .. • - .. • ... ... 
"' "' ... .. ... ... "' .... ... - ~ 
... ... • • ~ 

.. .. • ... ~ ... ... ... ... ... . . . . ... - ... ... - • 
• • ... ... ... N "' "' ~ 
. . . . . . . . .. ... 0 - .. ... ... .. ... - ... 

"' .. "' ... - = "' 
... - .. 

~ 
• Jt ... ~ ... ... ... a ... 

0 0 ... ~ .. • ... . . . . . .. .. ... ... - • .. • "' ... ... • • "' 0 ; I • . • • . • • . ... • • ... .. "' ... "' "" "" • 
= "' = 

... ... ft ... s .. .. 
;~ 3 "' .. ... .. "' ... .. ... ~ - .. ~ & 

. . . . .. ... ... ... - • 
~ • .. - ... "' .. ... ... 

~ 
. . . . • . . . . a ... "' 0 • - 0 • ... "' "" - "" . • • 

~ 
u . ... •· "' ... 3 ... "" - ... ... .. ... ... 3 - ... = • ... I. .. co 

--.~ .. - ... ... " .. • . • • . • 0 "' - - - - • • • ... u • .. it 

ii 
.. 

~ 
... .. "' ... ... • • .. • • • • • • • • • • ... • 0 • ... 0 • 0 "" .. " - "" .. • .. 

I ! 0 a a I I a ! ~ 
• .. 
I .. ... ... • • • . • • I .. - - - - "' ... • " .. 0 • ... • "" ; J • • ~ • • . • • • ... • 0 • 0 - 0 ~ ... - . .... • 

;~ 
I ... ! st 0 I 0 0 st a 0 ... .. ... .. ... -... I. .. - ... ft ... .. . • • • • • . 
1 .. - ... ... ... "' .. 

I s 
"" r: 

1 -.. u 3 • • .. : I .. .. • • .. • .. I! • .. • .. .r I ! 1 ·~ ~· • .. 
I r: • ·1 • 

ii • .. ¥ 11 J . ! .. .. I t: I -I .. • ., 1 .. 

' 
I .. e t .. "'t .cl .. .. 

J ! ~1 " J 
.. 

J 1i J ... ~: .. 
J ' • • I: " J *' 



TA6JI ... : l,l ·, f:HPl.OY'U-:NT OY PUOVTNC.F. l\NO M.\JOll Cl.ASS l"'ICA1'1~ 

(AT ]OTM JUNI~ l'Jt\1) 

-------
Major 

ln-Sutitri"l Western Santa Central Guarli\lcanol tloninrn !'lalaita l"IAI< J ra Ea a tern Total 
Claeaification ·~·'\hl'l Islands u' ""Q hland11 

Ag&~i cul lure, 1-'orc:t try Jo' i :th i 11\J :!~~<) 11)0 1'•'• 1 2E\10 nn 11.n '>'• 1')) 7t7l 
:.! Mini no - - - - 1 - - - l 

) ttanufacturinu ~()() , ,. 366 '• 1'• 61'• 101, 10 - 1762 

'• ~lectricity 4 Waler 20 ) 5 '}) 1~7 ~· ll l) 28) 1 

N 

'i Conatruct icm 201 :?6 J5 ::! 1 11.1,() 60 5(, 
w 

\JO 1979, 
b Wholcaalc & Hetai 1 l'r•ulu l 1') 69 !1J llJ 1 J2'• 1 Jl1 51, J9 2085 

1 Tran~port a. C • u111nu" i c., t i 011 ''i{1 'I 75 20 10'1:? 1,6 27 :12 1)9'1 

u Fin~~cial Scrvicu~ " I - - ')01 u '• - 127 
•j COftll8uni ty, Soc i 4111 ;uul Pc!rl:ion•• l II') I 'l.i.7 :! 'j '• ')')0 25(1) 00;! 1:m 2)'t 5981 

Servaces __ .,. ___ 

10TAL 405') 551J :.!!?~ I '•U 1!1 75(10 11• 1)1 .. ,uo 1,97 20966 

----



TADLE ,10. EMPLOYMENT OF SOLOMON ISLANDERS/NON-SOLOHON~NDEHS B Y SEX AND INDUS'l'lllAI. CLASSll'ICATION 

(AT )OTH JUNB 1981) 

------ - --- - -----~-- --·-- -- -- -- ----------

SOLOHON ISLANDERS NON-SOIA>MON J SLANDEnS 
INDUSTIRAL CLASS~FICA.TION 

MAI.a FDL\LES TOTA~ .. MAI.KS FEMAl.&S TOTAL 

111 Agriculture • 1 '\veatnck Productinn )~)6 62'6 lt260 lt7 8 55 
ua Agricultural Service• )72 21 '.)C)l 19 a 21 

uu Foreatry 622 6 (,21\ 2 - a 
123 Logoing 10)2 )0 1070 42 t '•l 
1)0 Fishing 521 - 521 180 - 18() 

AGRICULTURE, ~TRY, FISHING 618) 669 (t872 290 1t 301 

3)0 Hir.ing - 1 1 - - --
Mini rag - I 1 - - ---

)tt Jl'ood Manufacturing 668 18 686 '.)5 - )5 

)14. 'tobacco Menuf acluring 85 - 85 1 1 a 
Jaa Clothing Manufacturing ,,. 15 ,,., 1 ' a 
))t Saw Hi 11 i na 457 5 1162 n 1 tie 
,,a Furniture Manufacturing 115 1 ,,,, 1 - , 
)4r.a Pr inti nu :?G 9 )5 - - -
)90 Othar Manufacturing ~58 3 2'.o 10 ' 1) 

•, 

Mar.ufaclu ,. ing 16:?1 70 1691 61 . 6 69 

'IOl'AL 

.. ,1, 
41't 
,,q 

U1, 
70t 

N 

"' 717, I 

1 

1 

721 

17 ,. 
'976 
tt9 ,, 
a?J 

17'a 



TABLE _10. (Con-:.) i:MPLOYMKNT OF SOLOMON ISLANDERS/NON-SOLOMON ISLANDERS DY 51tX AND JNDUSTIRAL CLASSIPICATION 

SOLOMON ISLANDERS NON-SOLOMON ISi.ANDERS 
INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION TOTAL 

MALES rDtALIS TOTAL MALIS rDIALIS TOTAL 

"10 .IUectri-. 1 ty 16'6 8 172 9 - 9 181 

~ao Vater 101 - 101 1 - 1 10'.I 

Electricity and Water 265 8 27) 10 - 10 ., 
500 Conatruction 1909 12 1921 56 2 58 1979 

Conatruction 1909 12 1921 ,6 a 58 1979 

610 Vholeaale Trade 2'65 25 270 8 1 9 279 N 

"" 6ao Retail 4'rade 1256 2)1 1'87 '' 1] 66 1,5, I 

6)1 Rea tau rant a l~ 26 58 t 1 a 60 

6Ja Hotel a 1'61t lt2 . 186 IS 2 7 19) 

Vboleaale • Retail Trade 1677 )2'6 2001 .;7 17 Sit 
_, 

711 Land Tranaport 75 7 ea 1 - 1 ., 
71a Water Tranaport 878 16 .. ,,. a7 , ]O 92'• 
71) Air Tranaport 69 16 85 16 ' 17 108 

719 Tran.port Service• 200 7 307 .. 5 - ' a1a 

7ao C..-anication 66 6 72 " - • 76 
. 

Tranaport A C011m1Unicationa 1288 52 1,1to ,, .. ,7 I im 



TABLE 10. 
0

(Cont.1 EMPLOYMENT OF SOLOMON ISLANDERS/NON-SOLOMON ISLANDERS BY SEX AND INDUSTRIAL CLASSJFICATIOH 

SOLOMON ISLANDERS NON-SOLOMON ISLANDERS 
INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 10T4L 

HALES FEMALES TOTAL HALES FDIALES TOTAL 

810 Banking 142 77 219 '.)1 1 32 a51 
6)0 Real ~tate and Buaineaa Services 42 10 52 21 ' alt 76 

Financial Services 184 87 271 52 ,. ,, Ja? 

910 Public Adainiatration 2199 21a) 2•a42 87 9 96 a5J1 
9)1 Education Services 1242 )92 16)4 10) 75 178 181a N 

~ 

9)) H-lth Services 542 '625 967 26 14 40 1007 
9)9 Religion )9) 45 4)8 9 5 , .. ..,. 
9) Other Social Services n.e.a. )9 8 '67 1 - I .. 
9.\ Welfare Service• 9) 14 107 7 - 7 114. 
95 Peraonal Houaehold Services ,. 6 10 - - - 10 

eo...unity Social and Per110nal Service• 1-512 1111 5645 2l'J 103 ,,, 
"'' GRAND 'l'OTAL 176'61 2)76 20017 82lt 147 971 .,,.. 
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1.2. The Agricultural Baee 

i.2.1. Food Crops 

With approximately 90 percent of the popul&tion livin£ in rural 

areas, most food crops are grown by subsistence farmers e~ployins the mettod 

of s~ifting caltiv&tion in •hich forest is cle~rec A•r. crops are grown !or 

a lii:i ted period. .iheu crop yields cio:?cline, the r-lot of land is abandoned 

and allo~ed to lie folloN ar.d to reLenernte •ith & bush growth. 

it. large nur.Jber of crops are t:.ro.:er1 in such g&.rdens, 21.lthough s~eet 

?otato usually predominates. Others iuclude yams, taro, cabbAce, ma1z~, melons, 

bear;e, s~allots, peanuta:;, tomatoes, tobr.cco, bill.Danas, pineapple, sugarcane 

• and pap~y&. The rel~tive importance of these cror varies considerably b~tween 

sites. 

Shiftin~ cultivation is an arpropriate ~~t~od for productioh of food 

crops for ~uc~ of the Solomon Islands eP.viron~ent. ~owever, the system depe~ds 

on abundr.nt land res:>urces to b~ successful. Pi -.ss•1re is be inc; put on the 

systec in some rarts of the Solomon6 ~s a res~lt of increasins popul~tio~ and 

the develo~ment of cash crops. 

The production of rice, ghich has been solely in t~e b~nds of Solrice 

Limitee, o~nerl by the Govern~ent, but has recently been suspended as a result 

of l~nd dc.cia6e cc.used by floodinc:; and subsequent o.: :.inc fcllo·1;ing thii:; years 

cyclone. In i9fo, milled rice production had reac~ed it's pehk at e,302 tons, 

allo~ing roughly half of this amount for export. Rice production went into a 

decline after t~1is title, •hich 'll&S <>ttributed to a n1~mber of probleCi1; such as 

frequent breRk1owns of plantir.e e~tipment, soil dh~Rie, lack of Jell-trained 

operators and lnbor, aud the ~igh incidence o! pests And diseases. (See 

Table 11). 

Food production, knd the lociaties problecis ~ssociat~d with collection 

and transporting to urban mar~ets has necessitated an ever 6rOJifig need to 

import most !oodstuf! as re!l~ctdd in import statistics, reaching a preli~inary 

fiLure of SI~15.7 million, or a~pruximKtely 15 percent of the total import bill 

!or 1985. 

~bile the s~hsistence R~ric~ltural production of food crops provides 

ede:iuately for the basic food requir~mcints o! most of the country, the value 

of food imported sue~cot.s considervble opporiuniti~s for exp&nding food pro

ductio~ to meet th~ tot~l need. MS yet t~er& ~rd no prod~ction surpluses to 

~rovide a reliable and continuing su~~ly of rah mcterials for fr~it and v&g9-

t&ble proces~inc. 
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TABLE _11. RICE CULTIYATICltt 

CULTIVATED Am:A HARVESTED AREA { 1) DRY PADDY RICE 
HARVESTED 

(Ha.) (Ha.) (a.ton) 
DRY IRRIGATED 

1971 1,052 89 n.a. l,000 

1972 16 378 n.a. 1,)20 

1973 16 378 n.a. 1,220 

1974 16 378 n.a. 1,220 

1975 lt51 599 1,2)7 

1976 779 1,297 3,829 

1977 845 t,940 6,269 

1978 1,020 2,663 7,658 

1979 1,)27 2,997 10,221-

1980 1,"81 ),86, 11-,253 

1981 1,637 4 ,029 1),866 

( 1) 
More than one crop can be h•r~est each year 

RICE HtLLIJfG 

PAODY RICE POLISHED UROW~ BY PRODUCT(:?) 
YEAR INPUT RICE OUTPUT RICE OU'IPl:t OUTPliT 

(111.ton) (in.ton) Cm.ton) (111.ton) 

1971 2,950< 1 > 1,680< 1> n.a. 620< 1> 

1972 1,180< 1> 670 n.a. 250< 1> 

197) 1,120< 1> 640 n.a. 240< 1> 

1974 1,090< 1> 620 ".a. 2)4(l} 

1975 1,099 623 n.a. 234 
1976 3,217 1,850 n.a. 719 

1977 5,802 3,308 8 1, 178 I 

I 

1978 6,864 :?,)20 2,056 1, 130 I 

1979 9,985 5,128 726 1,896 I 

I 

1980 1),091 5,524 2,778 2,126 I 

1981 1),)74 6,856 1,426 2,t89: 

(l) hti•ted 

(Z) Brown, Chip• and Broken Ric:• 
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Atteopts to increase productiYit1 of the land and to result ir. marketable 

surpluses thrcugh ~he introdueti~n of neM and high ~ielding verities ~ill 

re1u!re considerable strengthening of the exi&ting rese~reh, extension and 

marketing suppo~t. 
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1.2.2. Plant~tion Crops 

The principal plaatation crops, ar cash crops grown in the Solomon 

!slands are coconuts, oil palm and cocoa. ~xport of copra, palm oil and c~cca 

beans in 1S83 repre~ented a~cut 2S pe~cant of t~e value of all principal 

exports whic~ also includes logs and sa~n timber; fresh, frozen, cGnned a::a 
soaked fisc, marine shells G.Ii.d other ainor products. (See Table 12). 

':able 12. Composition of 3xports, 1977 - 1983 
(SI;t ctillions) 

1977 1978 1979 1980 

Copra 8.o ?~9 16.1 1·"' c: .... _, 

Falm Cil ~ Kernels 3.~ 5.1 ?.2 1.0 
Cocoa Beans c.6 o.6 c.6 o.6 
Loge 8r Sawn ~i=iber 7.9 7.3 15.3 15.2 
Fish, Fresh and Frozen 6.4 5.0 14.E 19.8 
Fish, canned and smoked 1.9 2.3 2.3 2.3 
Rice 0.3 c.8 1.0 1.5 
i..ll other 1.3 2.1 3.1 2.8 

Totals 29.6 31.1 60.2 60.e 

Source: 1982 $tatistical ye~r book, .3I s~atistics Office 

1981 1982 1~£3 

8.1 S.1 (.' .... ;.;. 
1.5 ?.3 8.f: 

0.9 0.9 2.3 
15.2 22.9 20.0 

19.0 9.9 zL..4 

3.4 2.9 4.9 
0.9 0.9 
3.1 2.5 2.4 

57.6 56.6 71.2 

Th~ value of exports of cash crops .;12s led b~· Pc.l::i Oil and Kernels st 

SI.i8.8 million, overtaKing copra for the first time since its introduction 

into the export l!l&r~et in 1976. This repr~sents not only in an increE-.se 

in palr:i oil anc i<ernel production as palm oil trees continue to oature, but 

it is also a reflection of loner prices for copra and the soall-holders 

negative res~onse to poor market conditions. From 1975 to 1983, the volume 

of exports of c~coa beans has increased on an average of 11 percent per year 

althou~h the vQlue per k~ has sho~n consid~rable fluctuations. 

Tables 15 through 18 have been includ~d in this section to sho~ pro

duction statisticsfor the three plant~tion crops !or o series or years. 

Sm~ll hol~ers accounted !or 22,450 tons of co,ra rrcduction in 1~?2 

i11hile the l'lantation sector i!\cco11nted !or 9,723 to!'l.s. The sr.iall holde:rs e:::.r,: 

of production increAs~d steadily from ~bout 56 percent in 1971 to ~bout 70 
percent in 1g82. ~his sugcests the si~nificnncc of th~ s~&ll hol~ers contri

bution to the copra export from the Solo~on Islands. 
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Table 13. Principal Exports, 1975 - 1983 

1975 197i 1977 1971 197t lHO · ltll ltl2 191:! 

Copra 
Yalue (51$"000) 4,661 3,634 7,tll 10.212 16,067 !0,476 1.oso f 071 s.375 
Wol- ( "000 III) 27.5 23.0 26.t 26.1 ]1.6 31.7 n.1 ll.t 2S.5 
DD.it walae (51$/llT) 170 151 297 ]91 508 ]30 253 2ll ,21.4 

.!!I!. 
Yalua (Sl$'000J 1.026 6,062 7,725 6,137 1"· 721 14.904 14,673 21,385 11,792 
Wo1._ c·ooo C1I •> 216 241 2ll 246 "' 251 US ]]) 337 
Dllit wabae (51$/ca a) 14.0 25.1 32.4 27.1 57.l 57.a 46.6 64.2 55.1 

• 
Cocoa lleau 

Yalae (51$ ·coo) 112 201 553 596 641 637 193 lt5 2.259 
Wol- (III) 1~ 125 164 240 216 365 516 624 1,235 
Ba1t Yahae (51$/q) 0.70 1.61 3.37 2.u 2.21 1.75 1.52 1.43 1.13 

lice aa• lice Prodact• 
Yalue (51$ 1000) 2 12 297 '°' t50 1,510 tol 17t •••• Yolme (III) 43 130 1,664 3,070 4,161 5,701 3,499 3,611 •••• 
Vldt wabae (51$/llT) 56 t6 179 263 221 265 2SI 231 •••• 

llariae Shell• 
Yalua (51$ 1000) 163 203 179 165 271 326 403 333 530 
Yolaie (llT) 533 606 411 313 341 399 421 579 461 
Datt yaJ.ae (51$/llT) ]06 335 429 521 115 117 957 179 1,132 

sa- TiaHr 
Yalae (51$"000) 105 174 163 217 1,146 1,0IO 1,334 1,436 1,113 
Tolume (ca a) 1,003 1,...516 1,627 2,666 1,149 6,716 7,2:~ 7,106 . 5,756 
Oait walue (51$/cu a) 104 110 100 lOI 130 161 115 204 206 

Preah aacl Prozeta rtah 
Yalue (!u •ooo> 1,271 5,965 6,375 5,311 14,Sll 19,757 19,047 9,116 24,350 
Yol- ( '000 llT) 3.6 12.1 9.1 10.3 23.4 21.5 23.7 15.3 30.1 
Datt walue (51$/H?) 341 493 652 514 623 919 104 646 791 

Cauecl nah 
Yalua (51$"000) 1,111 1,195 1,520 1,5U l,t06 2,641 2,573 2,933 3,518 
·'lolme (KT) 191 671 671 666 761 771 751 939 1,211 
hit walua (SI$/H?) 1,334 1,771 2,267 2,215 2,505 3,411 3,422 3,123 2,716 

Saotet fish 
Value CSU "000) 319 225 311 721 431 711 345 l,147 1,261 
Vol:me (III) 161 140 106 223 141 117 10 272 302 
Unit T&laa CSIS/Kr) 1,967 1,609 3,663 3,235 3,0l5 4,176 493 4,217 4,175 

hl• Oil 
Value (51$'000) - l,160 2,195 4,653 6,590 5,132 7,010 6,120 7,719 
Yolmie C ·ooo Kt) 3.S 6.2 10.3 12.1 15.7 16.9 11.6 20.0 
Unit wdue (51$/Kt) 327 463 450 515 371 419 331 319 

Pala 1.ernala 
Value (51$ ·ooo) 53 112 421 '16 316 433 510 1,007 
'lolme (Kt) 250 1,300 2,050 2,045 2,550 2·,too 3,442 4,450 
Unit walua (51$/Kt) 210 217 205 301 151 149 151 226 

aourcaa: 1911 Statlatic.l Yeart.ook, 11 Statlatics Office. 



TADLE 14. •:XPOUTS - MA.IOH COH,.IOrtlT1 I•:..; llY l'ROYINC1Al. AREA OF l10RTS 1981 

H()N IAllA CENTRAi. IS. WESTERN f.ASTERH IS. TOTAL ALL PORTS 

-C<HIOO l T JI·:.'\ UNIT y v v v y 
Q 

1•000 
Q s•ooo Q. s•ooo Q s•ooo Q 1•000 

Jo' i t1h, l•'ruMh ~ F'ro:f.1•11 w. I - - C)')6A 8!j6:J. tle.'J53 1 tle81t - - 2')720 190\7 

F i 1'h ='MOk m I 111 I - - 4,le 2~8 :a6 1'17 - - 70 ,,., 
Fi sh Cmu md ml 752 257') - - - - - .. 753 :I'S?') 

Ric•• ""'' IHt•1• f'rod111·tt1 1111 3't99 901 - - - - - - :J'•99 901 

Coco;, "'''"'~ 1111 3611 51,0 222 3,, - - - - -;86 89') 

!'opru mt 4520:.! 'Jft&)8 t 164 I :.!8:?5 le967 1327 - - 11810 8QtJO 

Pal 111 K,, rn~ 1 M ml 2900 le)) - - - .. .. - 3900 "" . 
Woo•I iu tht' Rouuh (Lons> 000 Cll Ill 11 18 - - H5 tlt709 .. - ,,, tlt738 w 

N 

S1&v11 ·r.\ 111bur 000 cu "' 7 11'92 - - .. .. - - 7 1]'92 I . 
Scrap MuLnl ml .5 t\ - - - .. - - 5 :a .. 
Marin.• SimJ Is 111 I itO'j ) ')11 - - 19 69 I - - '925 ltO:J 

P•l• Oi 1 llll 1(1•)111 7091e - - - - - .. t69tlt 709'I 
f'.ohl 9• '· 1959 ~:!O - - - .. - - '61959 ,., 
Tt>TAI. 17655 10969 17706 ""' . 
Othur Um1ttu1tic l•:1q.cwtN 
(Port nol 2'flud fi•d' - - - .. .. .. - - .. 1aa1e 

Total IJonioNt i~ l·:x.,urt$ - - - - .. - - .. - '7''' 
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Statietics on the total area of copra production b1 both the •~•llholders 

(including co-op~rati•~ f•raa) and the plantation aector& are not ~••ilable. 

Hose•er, an estimate of the area planted in coconut in 1976 ~•s 6o,500 ha. 

Lever's Fl&ntatiun Lt~, in thE: Solomen Islands itt by far th.: lareest 

sinfle ~roducero~ copra (•s •ell ras c~coo) ir. tne country. In the 1970's 

this co~~any beean a pro&r&a or replantinE coc~nut usin& d•arf hybi~de through 

Go•er:ment funding, ghich .d:::.~ a:iable the Governc-cnt to ac'!uire 40 1-erc~nt 

o:.nership of the cocpany. 

There has nev~r b&en F- con.~erci~l scalE: co;r• ~roce~sint f•cility in 

th: Soloo~n Is:u.n:is. Copra has tradi tio:.all;; b~e:·. exportec to .Zurope, JE:.p.c.r~ 

anC: Sin6rapore. .. series or r~e&i lili t; studies, the a1ajori t7 of •hich tend to 

agree, indicate th&t • r&Gior.Gl copra crushinb plant or loc~l eo•ll rlants 

~ould Oierate at a loss because or generblly lo• prices pbid for coconut oil and 

co~r" CKke on the ~orld me.r<et, •£grav&ted by the his!i cost or int~r-isl&nd 

and export fr~ibht. 

The successful trial ~la~tinc o: cil ¥&1~ in Solo~on Islands during 

t~e 1965-1~70 period re&~lted in the establishment o~ ~olOQOn Isl~nds Flanta

tior. Lt.;. (SIPL) in 1~71, •hie!: oi'iS jointl; o.;nec by the ~Ol'illllon.weal th 

Develo~~ent Corf. (C'UC), Governr.ient u,d locE.l. L;:.ndo.:.ner.s. F!Od'.lcticn be:ga1. in 

1~?6 . .-i th ;tn initial producticn o: ~ ,549 ton~ of pal.. oil e:id 25C tO:tE of val::i 

kernc:l. 'l'he exrort of these co::;nodi ties hits !: ir,ce i:,cre;c.sed steadily in the 

e~suing years. BJ 19R3, ralm oil production rose to 2~ 1 000 tons Rnd p~l~ 

kernels to 4,45n ton&. 

Cocoa '&& introduced to t~e co~ntry in the e~rly 19oc•s. ~arly 

rl~nters ~n= missionaries ~l~r.ted cocoa trees in isolated snall plots. 

Lar,e-scale ~la~tations nere not started until 1951 ~hen coco& ~es considered 

a sJitable cror to diversify cAsh crops in this country. 

The production and ex;>ort of cocoa bear.s >;as s .• all in the early years; 

however, COCO& production hes stee~ily inc:rer.s•d in r'!cent years. :C:Xf·Orts 

have incre11aed !roe; £'9 tons in 197'! to '!,23.5 tons in 1983. ... lthough cocoa 

be~n export is cc~p&ratively so~ll to the overall ex~ort eArnin~s (3.2 percent 

in 1983) there is good potential for incre3sed production &nd earnings in the 

fut~re. Cocoa can be inter-~l~hted ~ith coconut, ~hich prcvide shading 

necessary t~r the= trees, provided that fertilizers essential !or ~~int•ining 

r~nson~~le yieles are np~li~d and rrecautio~s a&~in3t erosion ~re tak~n. 

'!'ht= eclvt.nt&ge of cocoa under cuconuts is that extra land is not re~uired. 
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TABLE 1.5 • COPM IWDJCTIClf BY PROYDICE AND T!PE 01 IWJIJUCER 

1971 - 1?81 
(Metric ton.) 

PllOYINCZ 

VES'IDN SANU YSABEL CDftBAL ISUllDS GUADlLCAKAL 

S-llbolder 6,)05 1,206 1,131 1,8o3 
Plantation 1,263 i,050 5,279 3,287 
hta1 7,568 ~,25' 6,410 5,090 

s-llbolder 5,761 8o6 871 1,266 
Plantatloa 978 875 4,387 2,326 
Total 6,739 1,681 5,258 3,592 

..ilbolder 4,756 162 418 931 
Plantation 684 234 3,557 1,995 
Total s,4'.0 395 3,975 2,926 

S..llholder 8,552 1,239 m 2,517 
Plantation 1,230 865 4,81t1 2,759 
Total 9;782 2,103 5,768 5,275 

S..llholcler 6,028 1,078 875 1,952 
Plantation 1,194 1,002 6,800 2,721 
Total 7,222 2,080 7,675 4,673 

S..llholder 5,978 1,117 9)2 2,o84 
Plantation 9'*'* 870 s,'*66 2,S't7 
Total 6,922 1,986 6,398 4,631 

Smallholder 6,569 1,719 1,616 2,969 
Plantation 1,1)6 882 5,641 2,642 
Total 7,705 2,6o1 7,257 5,611 

Smallholder 6,956 1,217 1,359 ),076 
Plantation 1,091 528 5,26) 2,316 
Total 8,047 1,7'*6 6,623 5,392 

Smallholder 9,637 2,036 1,.542 ),819 
Plantation 992 730 6, 142 2,132 
Total 10,6)0 2,7'i8 7,685 5,951 

S.allholder 7,899 1,745 1,525 ),819 
Plantation 784 '*69 5,0)t 1,955 
Tota.I 8,680 2,211t 6,557 5,776 

iMllholdar 9,228 1,816 1,637 4,)69 
Plantation 772 551 6,269 1,828 
Total 10,000 2,366 7,907 6,195 
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1'ABLE 15. cm. COPRA PROOOCTI<lf BY PROfDICE AND Tl'PE CF PRXJlCER 

1971 - 1981 

(Metric tou) 

PROVINCE 
PROOOCER 

M.ll.AIT.l MAtaRA./ULlVA !AS'tERN ISLANDS SOL<Jt(JN '1'0TAL 

Smallholder 1,712 1,782 615 14,561 
Plantation 195 "° 11,507 
Total 1,907 2,222 "615 26,o68 

Smallholder 1,)57 !,)45 567 11,97) 
Plantation 22ft )95 9,185 
Total 1,581 1, 7t.o 567 21,158 

Sma~lholder 1,226 988 632 9,112 
Plantation 19) )11 6,973 
Total 1,419 1,299 632 16,086 

Smallholder 2,lt69 t,t.69 919 18,091 
Plantation 252 51) 10,'*6<> 
Total 2,721 1,982 919 28,551 

Small.bolder 2,188 1,2'*<> 598 13,958 
Plantation 231 563 12,511 
Total 2,418 1,802 598 26,lt69 

Smallholder 1,798 1,024 4)1 1),)64 
Plantation 122 497 19,446 
Total 1,920 1,521 431 2),810 

Smallholder 2,73) 1,874 652 18,1)1 
Plantation 2)6 5)6 11,073 
Total 2,969 2,410 652 29,205 

Smallholder 2,753 1,871 426 17,657 
Plantation 210 t.6) 9,871 
Total 2,96) 2,))4 426 27,529 

Smallholder 1,n5 1,lt5'* 888 23,155 
Plantation 187 277 10,lt60 
Total ),965 1,731 888 33,616 

Smallholder lt,082 842 529 20,439 
Plantation )15 198 8,732 
Total 4 ,375 .1,<>'*t 529 29,169 

Smallholder lt,570 1,28) 798 2),701 
Plantation 193 )6o 9,970 
Total 4,763 1,64:; 798 )3,673 
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Ta'ble 16. PALM OIL noDOCTlOR. 1977-83 

Acrea1e at eno of E!riod ~hectares} Production (.etric tone) 
Cultivated area Production area lal• oil Pala kernela 

1974 1.959 9 

1975 2.680 9 

1976 3.215 1.019 4,535 358 

1977 3,335 2,464 7.044 1.435 

1978 3,335 2.994 10,865 1.963 

1979 3.335 3,286 13,010 2.258 

1980 3,335 3,335 14,228 2.349 

1981 3,335 3,335 18,081 3,163 

1982 3,600 3,332 19,238 3.603 

1983 n.a. 3,332 19,654 4,004 

Source•: 1982 Stati8tical Yearbook, Statbtical lulletiu (Bo. 10/84). 
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1981 

TABL& --17 • OIL PAlH. CuLTIVATioN~ PAlH OIL AND DMSI. PNDJCHON 

(1971 - 1981) 

Area Cultivated Cumulative Mature Pul• Pruit Jlal• 011 
During Year Are• Area Collected Prpductlon 

)t Dec .. )1 Dec. )t Dec. 
(tta.) (Ha.) (Ha.) <•.ton) (•.ton) 

lt9 58 9 

6)) 691 9 - -
568 1,259 9 -
700 1,959 9 - -
731 a,680 9 - -
5)5 ),215 1,019 at,aao '*·"' 120 ),))5 a,464 ,a,085 7,0ltlt 

- ],))5 a,994 '67,616 t0,865 

- ),))5 3,a86 ,,,908 u,010 

- ),))5 ,,,,, 6'*,168 . tlt,818 

- ,,,,, 
'·''' ea,~ · 18,081 

hla Kel'Ml 
.-....Otlon 

(•.ton) 

-
-
-,,. 

w .... 
1, .. ,, I 

'·"' ... ,. .. , ... 
,,s6, 



PROVINCE 

Ve ate"' 

Santa YealM\1 

Contral lalauda 

OllAdaloanal 

Mala it• 

*lltn,/Vla-. 

laa\ern lelanda 

A,... U.aapeci fled 

'l'OUL 

1977 

~ ... l'tn. 

5.6 ,,. • 7 

1.) ').7 

- )G.7 

33.) a1.11 

55.8 0.7 

- -

- -

TADLK 18. COCU1\ l'llOIJUCTION l'J_POOVlNCE ANP TYPE OP PRODUCIR 1971 - 1981 

(Mutr1o ton•) 

1970 1979 1980 

Total s..11 Ptu. Total s..11 Ptn. Total S..H Ptn. Total 

20.] 8.9 :! 1. I ')O.O ).O 15.1 18.1 - 17.1 17.1 

5.0 5.1 I .c. 6.9 10.') 0.7 • 11 .o 1).) a.5 15.8 

)6.7 - <i5.o (,5.0 - 8).le 8).le - 105.5 105.5 

lt4 • I :19.lt ')9.0 68 .It 19.6 81.le 101.0 61.8 1t9.8 111.6 

56.5 ,S.'i - 58.6 40.7 ,,. .6 ,~.) 80.9 - 80.9 

- - - - - - - - - -

- 5.6 - 5.6 1eo.0<1 l - i.o.o(t)~4.8 - tlt.8 

198t 

S...H Ptn. Total 

6.11 u.71 t7.19 

17.)1 o.6a t7.,, 

- a1t7 3'17 

76.16 1a1.99 '"·'' 
109.9!; - '°'·" - - -

85.0 77.6 162.6 107.8 126.7 ~'"·' 113.6 195.a )08.8 170.8 171t.9 ]~5.7 809.,, '81.)9 '90 ... 

( 1) E»ti-ted 

w 
OI 
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1.2.,. ~mal Husbandrz 

DAta on livestock prcduction in SI is limited to Cbttle population. 

Cattle are spread thrvughout all provinces &lthouch the main concentrat~·~s are 

in Guadalc~nal (32 percent), -esterh (~5 perc~nt), ~~laita (19 p~rcent) and 

Central (10 percent), accor~in~ to 1~E5 cattle populetion figures. Over the 

1976 - 1985 period, csttle numb~rb h~vc sho~n a do~n~ard trend •ith the excer

tion of ~estern frovince, due mainly to the build-up in Government owned 

and Liv.:.stock DevelOJi!!lent Aut!:ority (LDA) herds, includin£ cattle under trees. 

The total cattle population rose from P,7e6 head in 1976 to a peak of 

25,1A4 head in 1978 throush e!forts by the Government to import cattle for 

distribution to s~Gll hcld~rs, by estahlishin~ breeding herds and by offering 

credit and sub5idies to cattle producers. Fro~ 1978 to 1985, the total cattle 

pcrulation has declined si6nificantly to 19,750 head (about 22 percent), ~hich 

compares to the 1973-74 population. The decline in cattle population is 

thought to be result of .J cuCJbine:tion of destc.ckine Flantations a.nc price 

control measures introduce~ i~ 1983, (See Tables 19 to 23). 

Smallholder herds Er~ gener~ll1 s~~ll ir. size, averagin£ about 13 head. 

Overall, the average herd size, including plantation, mission and Government/ 

LDh herds is about 30 head.There were 597 smallhold~r project~ in 1985, down 

from 73S in 1979, cany of ~hich are owned by groups, thus the level of Solomon 

Islande. · participation is declining and sueteste .that efforts to establis~ 

smallholders as the basis !or a cattle industry has not been entirely success

ful. Individual cash returns, giver. the small averaee herd sizes are probably 

discourbeingly lo~. (See Ta~le 23). 

The spread of the cattle industry throughout kll of th~ provinces and 

the involvement of so many individualG mny h~ve contrib~ted significantly to 

its poor ov.erall performances in rece:it yeEirs. r;ot only are average transport 

costs hieh, civen the dispersion of herds thrcughout the islands, but the 

small &nd s~attered nature of smallholder herds also increases the cost of 

providing extension services. 

The proposPl Advanced by LDA Rdvisers to transport weaners, while they 

are still well below slaughtering size, to a regional holdine area in the 

abandoned rice fields on the GuadAlcanal Flair. for final weight £&in is an idea 

that merits full consideration and &U!port. A 40~ ha. plot of ground out of 

1 ,e.oo ha, now considered to be c.vailable could ~uickly btS converted ~ith a 

ll'inimur.i of developmtSnt expense to a c1tttle f'atten:!.ne area &.nd in the procaas 

improve the q'Jali ty of the beef' &oing to slAughttlr. Locally produced bee! of 

a higher quAlity could be ~ubstituted tor imports ~hich in 1985 Amounted to 

more than 1.2 million kg. at a cost n! more tha~ s1:3., million. 



TABLE 19. DlSTRIBUTlOM OF CATTLE BY DISTRICTS 1967-l985 

CENTRAL EASTERN ftltl.AlTA MES TERM TOTAL 

Htrd1 Clltlt H1rd1 Cittl1 Htrd5 Citlh Herds Cltth Htrd1 Cllth 

.19'1 52 7,398 14 541 66 603 24 244 156 8,78' 

19•«t 55 9,163 28 769 116 911 ll 475 250 11,320 

1910 65 9,111 32 757 154 l,088 29 541 280 12,099 

l971 u 10,&U 32 841 167 1,370 . 37 lt02 302 ll,654 

1912 72 12,644 43 831 186 l,584 37 139 338 15,798 

1971 85 ll,421 4' 911 221 l,Ol2 45 806 397 17, 192 

1974 ll7 u., 102 SS 1,040 305 1,042 17 1,044 574 21,221 

197~ l62 lS,HO 79 1,208 322 4,651 87 1,111 650 22,,68 

l9U 191 15,660 106 1,381 : l5B 5,448 113 1,621 768 24, 110 

1917 204 15,892 105 1,640 .. : 160 5,426 121 1,817 790 24,775 
&-

1918 219 lb,689 106 l ,656 367 4,985 llB l,854 830 25, 184 0 

1979· 227 14,252 106 1,773 31.l 4,765 127 l,794 823 22,584 

1980 218 13,189 110 l,745 360. 4,606 135 l,255 821 22,995 

lftl 207 13, 171 107 l,955 3'7 4,915 106 l,291 787 21,lllt 

1912 20~ 12,267 121 1,904 349 5,lll 124 4,1'9 799 23,li ! 

1983 181 12, 152 120 I ,&SB 317 4,617 ll5 4,259 139 22,906 

1984 191 12,844 125 1,aso 239 l,421 102 4,600 '64 22,722 

1985 186 9,420 . 126 1,679 255 l,810 99 4,841 666 19, 750 

llOTEa The 6totr1phic•l br1•kdo11 of thl herd is only 1vlil1bl1 by Province froa 1975 (f2t 
Ctntr1l Di1trlct ca1pri111 s .. t1 lsib1l, C1ntr1l 1nd &u1d1lc1n1l Provinc11 
E11t1rn District ca1pr111s ft•kiri ind l11otu Provinc11 
ft1l1it1 iAd M11t1rn irt id1ntic1l Mith lht Provinc11 of th1 lilt n111 



TABLE 20. PERCEMTA&E ANNUAL &ROSS BRDMTH RATE II SIZE IF HERD IY DISTRICTS l967 - 1985 

CENTRAL EASTERN MLAITA MESTERll TOTAL 

1961 - 1969 ll.l 19.2 23.0 39.5 l3.5t 

19'9 - l970 •• o -l.6 19.2 13.9 lt.9 

1970 - 1911 11.6 . 11.1 25.9 11.l 12.9 

1911 - 1972 u •. , -1.2 i5.• 22.a 15.7 

1972 - 1913 6.2 12.0 28.l 9.1' a.a 

. 
1971 - 1914 20.0 U.7 49.7 29.5 23.5 

1974 - l97S -l.8 1'.2 53.0 26.l '·' 
~ .... 

1975 - 197' 1.1 U.l 17.1 . 23. l 6.4 

1976 - 1977 1.5 18.8 -0.4 12.1 2.1 

1977 - 1978 5.0 1.0 -a.I 2.0 1.1 .. 
1918 - 1979 -14.6 7.1 -4.4 -l.2 -10.l 

1979 - 1980 -6.l -1.6 -3.l 81.4 1.1 

1980 - 1981 -1.6 12.0 6.7 1.2 1.5 

1981 - 1982 -6.9 -2.6 8.5 . 26.6 1.4 

1982 .. i98l -0.9 -2.4 -13.0 2.2 -:s.2 

1981 - 1984 5.7 -0.4 -21a.1 8.0 -o.a 
1984 - 1985 -26.7 -9.2 11.1 5.2 ·ll.I 

Aver•t• 
1967 - 1985 1.4 6.5 10.8 11.1 4.6 

NOTE: •Av1r•g1 of t•a yeirs· ictu•l incr1•11 



t«8LE 21. DISTRIBUTION Of CATTLE AND AltHUAL GROSS 6ROMTH RATES IV PROVINCE 1976 - 1985 

ME STERN SANTA ISABEL CENTRAL GUADALCANAL ltALAITA ttAKIRA TUOTU TOTAL 

\Hf Herds· C.tllt Herds C.tth Herds C1ttlt Herds C1tth Htrd1 Cllth Htrd1 C&tth Herds Clltl1 Her•1 Cattle 

1916 lll l, 611 59 ,,714 ll 5,150 ll9 8,7U 358 5,441 101 1, 251 5 lJO 1U 24,110 

l6ro1.thl +12. ll •7.91 •2~41 -0.ll -0.41 •21.71 -9.21 •2.11 

1917 121 1,811 65 l,B•i 1l 5,272 126 8,771 360 5,426 99 1,522 ' Ill 790 24,n5 

l6ro11thl +2.01 •17.ll -1.21 •6.21 -8.ll -J.01 •52.51 •l.71 

19Ja 138 l, 854 67 2, 168 17 5,209 llS ~.ll2 367 4,9BS 99 l,416 7 180 830 25, lH 

l6ro11th) -l.21 -10.71 -16.91 -14.21 -4.41 +7.U •2.81 -10.ll 

1979 127 1,794 10 l 19lS 17 4.12a 140 7,989 363 4,765 99 l ,588 7 185 82l 22,514 

i6ro•lhl +81.41 -12.ll t0.71 -8.21 -l.ll -l.31 -3.81 •l.11 

1980 llS l,255 72 1,697 19 4,360 127 7,ll2 uo 4,606 lOl l,SU 1 178 123 22,m 

l6ro.thl •l.21 -11.01 •6.11 -4.41 •6.71 •n.51 •7.91 •l.51 

1981 106 l,293 10 1,511 17 4,6Sl 120 7,009 367 4,915 100 1,763 1 192 717 23,ll, 

l6ro•th) •26.61 •2. 71 -4.9? -10.21 •8.51 -0.91 -18.81 •1.41 

1982 124 4, 169 71 l ,SS2 lS 4,424 119 6,291 349 5,311 115 1,748 6 156 1n 2l,'71 

16ro•lh) •2.21 -14.41 -2.21 +l.ll -ll.01 -2.ll -l.81 -l.21 

1981 115 4,259 66 1,129 a 4,125 lll 6,498 ll7 4,U7 112 1,71)8 8 150 739 22,906 

l6ro11lhl +8.01 +0.41 •5. 71 •6.81 -26.ll tl.51 -22.01 -t.11 
1984 102 4,600 68 l,ll4 11 4,571 119 6,939 21' l,428 117 1,7ll 8 117 ". 22,722 

l6ro11lh) •S.21 -16.81 -SS.91 -9.31 •ll.11 -15.61 •85.51 -IJ. ll 

1985 99 4,841 67 1, llG 10 2,018 109 6,292 255 l,810 lll l,462 13 217 66' 19,7~ 

I 

~ 
N 



TABLE 22. DJSTRIBUTlON OF CATTLE iY OMNERSNIP 1967 - 1985 

PLAllTATIOM "1SSlON SOL.ISLANDERS &OVT.ILDA TOTM. 

Herds C1ttl1 Htrd1 Cattl1 H1rd1 Cltth Herds Clttll H1rd1 Cit th 

19'.7 21 7,160 ll Bil 97 661 .5 12 l56 1,716 

1970 ll 9,'97 l! l,024 212 l,222 • 156 280 12,099 

1971 21 l0,518 32 1,236 246 1,574 1' lO~ 308 u • .s• 
1972 21 11,913 ll 1,121 278 1,846 I 691 lll 15,791 

1971 20 12,549 32 1,560 lll 2,564 1 5l9 197 17,192 

1914 24 13,144 15 l,529 502 4,618 11 a·,937 574 21,221 

1975 26 12,023 36 1,751 577 6,859 1l 2,035 650 22,668 

1916 27 11,875 19 1,902 '88 8,72l l4 1,610 768 24,110 

1977 lO 11 1553 36 1,614 712 9,786 12 11803 790 24,776 

1'78 31 12,006 3' 1,lll· 747 9,441 " 2,407 830 25,185 e 

1979 36 10,390 33 1,217 738 9,059 17 1,918 824 22,584 

1980 29 9,114 38 1,216 717 8,723 19 l,902 823 22,995 

1981 21 8,279 12 1,075 711 9,014 21 4,968 787 2l,ll6 

1982 21 7,279 33 1,011 721 9,761 22 5,613 7H. 23,671 

1981 20 7,255 34 1,101 659 8,5'2 2' 5,916 719 22,906 

1984 22 7,262 27 788 592 7,941 21 6,731 664 22,722 

1985 19 4,0H 24 723 597 7,612 26 7,347 "' &9,750 
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The nm:?"ber of c::.ttle currently beinb s:cheeuled for slaut.htcr 

in lio~i~ra erch yesr will yiPld ap~ro~~ztely tLe e~aivale:it of 

012F--t~irC. o:- tt.r tc:r..i:.~e cf i:=.:c.c=~E.d L..£~t; e~cc=·4inc).y t~~ere is 

;;ote::i~i::.:~ !o;- ~er!' ~~i:lc beef ;roductio:;. 4G(.: perce!!.t to :...~et 

;,.,~e~"-r;,::; l o:c.-·-n~ r ... .: '-r -.rc.ce!lt l.c.-.~e1 
~ .. - L.i.- _....... ~~ c " - ..,.._ ~- -- - ,, • 

:::;::isting cz.iry c~tt:!.e :-.:-s net e:i·.z:.e::-::"'.:ed; Lc~:eve;r, o:::Le 

i· • .c~ ~.:: l~E~ 1=!'".0.L. ;.\,.. l·.t:;c loc::.i;eC: at :at:tik~z c'kt~i-~e of 2.0ilierc. 
i~ r~:·c rteC.l~· ~l:e o:.:::· •~airy cc:.ttle !:ere ill :.he f)IJlOi:.O!l. Isle:nC.:::. 

Cf thi~ nm..~<'r, 2c ~= ~o ar.: ?r~Et·ut:y ~:r:o~uci~ 50 i;O 2..:.: lite::-.s 

cf ra:.il:: ;-s~ ci&~·. T'L: lo~·· r::te o~ r-ilk ii::·oc':.u.c tio:i i~ f::..iC. to ".:.c. 

the r~~alt of cv~r-0rczi!:b cur~g a perio~ of lo~ r~inf~ll anc 

t.i.;!l d~y ti.Le te~i>er o: ture s. 

the 1£.rscst ~ Solocon I~lr..n.~s. The abattoir cf E&.i.~ra outsice 
of Eo;:i:..::-c: is ;r-e2c::tl;y .schi:C.alill.~ th.: ~lc::uE:;::tez- of 4:C tc 5C.C 

hec-~ ;.(:r yssr, t·:; .. ict. l-'it!t its sct.eculec s:e.ut..J.ter of 1,fa .. G !'.:.€ r .. '!. 

o~ cc~tle is oper~:~Db P-t 20 percent, o= lesE, of instellec 
Ccpcc:.ty. 

~l:ere :;.re n.o .!:'ib-..ires for :fC-~ltry. Howeve.::-, at V<lrio~s 

Gov;.~.:.~nt ~n.d Live;::-;;ocL Develo:t-or..en.t ~utb.o:r:ity brr:cci.nc: ~t~-::icr ... s, 

to .s:....z.:.11:.olC.(;rS. 

~!.e ;.ou.ltry =-~eel. at Ulala outEi:e Lo~i:;r:~, t;tich is a jci!i~ 

vr·:·.it'..l:'c "';;et;:: ell :. c::i::~s~ 0:"Ct:~ en~ G-:;.af.rlc.!'"'..1:,;.l Frovir.ce c-~rrE:r.~l:: 

t~z ;;,;:-:., l~~·ers ~.:-cc".lc:.~G ~i:..~s -t :::. =-~~c uf ?~ rcrcent :i'e:· c.e;;, 

-: .... .._.,.:c: o.,..·~r-'·io··· ~ .. ,.l··c.··s i.· .... ··-·e~c:.;, 1 - "'"'hp 1 ·,~e ... ·,cn,.-i,t;c .. T".O .... v v.~..a..- .. ·\4" c:v- •"' -""-- "-"" c.. ........ _ -· ... ~i;... "·· -! ...... - r .&:--•c.. - .w. ¥' 

~ ,,. - _..., .- ..... VI.·--- .. ._,' 
hot:..:e. 

tc 1t~,~~~ troilere; 

I!" e.:l o! the.:;e ~lan.s c::re rc:~lizec.,. ei...L ~:ic1 ;.cultr·y r.:.eot 

:t:-rocuctiou stc.ul<i :..c.:.-e ";~:ell seti:::fy tr.c loc~l ~ari::et. 
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1.2.4. Fisheries 

tc 1$C1. 
J~-:::=~ ~~.:. ~:;.'-ilrm.C:. t:~ile the ~!he le froze:i:., rei:resez:.tine; r,o:·e -cc:- !l 

SC ~e=·ccnt o: t::.e C$tct soes to Js;.a=. fc::- p.rocessin.f>. .A. nfl·: ~nc'. 

1:-:r,_ ::r ~c:::"...!!:..:::.,·. ::le:1t is 1-l~rn:ed fc:: co:::.st::--.!ction. in "~cro \:itt. - ..... . ..., 
C ~·-·=c.: .:...., .... ~ -- ro"e"'c: 1::: •· ~·c '·.!"'~ ,...w~ ..,,,__ J: " -- ..,,,,.,v to - . - , . ,.:_ ,·_._._ i:;c::.::: Fe_r yee~. 

o;.srr- ~~c:_s <.:'E cr::··:.-ie>c cut 't~' ~ !lec:.t cf ::-or:-::: O'.;nec _by i~i~.-~:i.4<-1 

Ja~e.i:e:se :::_c fi~l! .for S~L unC..er co~trec t. cu·osttu~iel fi~:.ii~ 

cf :r.:s:·_, £'r~zen, c~C;c. c.nG s:...o~ed e:;:c~ eC:.ec 41 perceu-=, 

r;~rat~::.t:.:...- t:.-~e lar-.:cst !!l:..~!:·e o: e::-:-..:;c:..~t 6r!'.:-~l:L;E o! tc,tal 

r~~.~ 3oi.-f:..~r:r:..ent is encc-:..:.rc::,iz2: ~~-=- e::::-.tia:::ision o! tr.e fis!-:.:.:::..._ 
inC- 1.i~t=-:- E~~ ::._f!rsurcs haYe l~ee;:. ·..:r..{ :;r-:~::en tc E ::;si~t the ~eve-

lc;..:.~r..-: o-!: lc.cr..l fi::iLe:'ieE an( E:~CC:J...:'C:. 0 €: ::.sL~~..::en to increase their fis!-: 

th:·oi.:.;,;..l'.. ::-.e JE-Vele;;·•:rnnt BF..!'..2.~ of sc:.0:.-:.r:. Islr.nC:e (:JJ31~, P-nC. 

er.cc:.:=q;ii:.c fic:h!.:r-... en tc .:i::·r. in c"~ep ·.:c'.:€·:..·s usin~ ::ctorir:cC: 

tc ~~ .. ;in·-
,_ ...... ·- - I.;. c-.!lC. to 



TABUS 24. FISH CA1CH AND UTILISATION ( .. trio tOft!I 

rear Total Catch carmed S.Okod Fro••n/Bxported Proun/Looal kl•• Ota.r Dh•po•l 

1971 4165 - - 4165 - n.a. 

1973 121)8 - - taos - n.a. 

197) 5511 )21 - 5091 91 n.a. 

197'- 10958 t8)6 lt29 8400 alt& n.a. 

197~ 7526 2619 1006 )64t 171 "-·· 197' 15ltblt 2076 1120 1205a ,,., n.a. 

1977 12056 171t5 964 9771 195 n.a. 
I 

1978 17't53 2056 100) 14518 ua n.a. t 
1979 2J80lt 2267 786 21918 U6' 8'6 

1980 22755 2162 905 18111 115 180 

1981 25)17 2060 Ola) 2)246 191 ,, .. 
Note& (t) 11u1 fiourea relatu to thn catch of 1\ana typo tiah in the SolOMOn water• • 

• 
(a) '!be tiouroa tor ttXf10rt of frov.ttn fiah are not exactly cotaparable with tho••·ln ••ction ) due to 

different recordinu th1ua. · 
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A pilot project to determine the 'ri.abili ty o! f:-esh water 
prawn !armi.ns on GUadalcanal has been conducted by south Paci.fie 
,lcquaculture Ltd· Trials have shown thst yields o! up to 
2,500kg of li v3 prawns per acre pODd per year can be obtained 
by !eeding vi th locally compounded rations. Also, the applica
bili ~ of this technique to smallholders has been dmonstrated. 
The comp8Jl7 at this time is proceeding with plans to enlarge the 
operation and to include brackish water ponds for groviDg salt 
water prawns as well, which reportedly show greater weight gains 
per unit of feed-stuffs. 

TVo new projects, both in their initial stages, b.f the 
Jisheries Division of Soloman Islands are the cultivation of 
giant clams and the growing of seaweed. 

Res~arch conducted by the International Center for LiVing 
Aquatic Resources Management (ICLIBM) has deteruined that it is 
tecb:iically feasible to cultivate clams in the south P&ci!ic 
both !or local !ood production and ~or export on a non-intensive, 
non-co~ercial level. 

The cultivation and harvestine; of seaweed in shallow 
coastal waters is expected to offer a diversification of 
activities to islanders in remote areas with the possibility 
of export earnill6s fr~ drie~ seaweeC.., which has a ~arket value 
iL. the roige Of USS1,50C per ton. 
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1.3. Eld.sting .A.bro-Industries 

In the absence_ of an inc!.ustrial census in Solollioi: Islanc!.s, 
it is difficult to deter.;iine the exact nuwber, size, location 
etc of all 86ro-based industries; however, by way of observation 
of such ini:tustries in and aro~d Honiara en GUadalcanal, by 

far the la!best population center in Solowon Islands, several 
such industries can be listed. Tcese range in size froc 
extre~ely s£all-scale to meCilltl-scaJ.e, and ~ay use ililported 
raw-waterie.ls and supplies entirely, or a combination of imported and 

domestic rav aaterials aad supplies. 

The list is as follo~s: 

Pal.J:l Oil I~illillg - Solomon Islands plantation Ltd. 
Rice Milline - Solrice Ltd. 
Catt~e e.nd Svine Slaue;hterinb - Livestock Developgent Authority, 

H~ara Abattoir. 
A.Ili;ial FeeC.S Hixin~ Plant - Livestock Devtlopment Authority, 

r-1acara. 

Dairy - Betikam.a Ac!.veutist High School 
Soep I~2.!luf acturin£ - Solomon Islands Soaps Ltd. 
Bakeries - Solo~on Delite Bakery 

The Hot :sread Kitchen 
Joy Biscuit tianufacturers 
Honiara Cake and Biscuit Sui.ply 

snack Food jl:::.nu!e.cturers - Honiara snack Foo~£ Ltc. 
Fish canninE;/smo~ing/Freezing - SoloLon Taiyo Ltd. 

(Lune;gai and ~oro) 
Tobacco Hanuiacturing - Solocon Islancs Tobacco co. Ltd. 
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1.4: A§rO-IDdustrial SUiport 1acilities 

1.4.1 Roads 

Total motorable road in 1980 was reported to be 2,10C!:...l. 

or this, 800laa were roads constructed by private CClllpaniea !or 
logging and plantation use. About 100km or roads in the urban 
areas of Honiara, Auld. and Gizo are bitumen sealed, while rural 
roads are !!lost~ coral and gravel surf seed. 

~able 25. Kotorable Road, Bl Province - 1980 

ProVinc• GoVe:t'Dllent Road (bl) 

vest em 260 
Santa Isabel 15 
central 40 
GUadalcanal 410 

Honiara 110 

Halaita ~50 

Haltira 70 
EaStern 45 

TOTAL 1,300 

outside Honiara, road development is limited, with over 
90 percent o! vehicles registered in Honiara. Total licensed 
vehicles numbered approxil:latel.y 3,000 in 1980. 

1.4.2. Domestic Shipping 

A high percentase of shipping in the Solooon Islands is 
not re~istered. unre6istered shipping is largely woode~ vessels, 
mainly c=- !\·oes less than 6 ceters in leil6th, which play a role 
in both fishing anc transport, especially in islands with . . 
population centers aro·..llld lasoons. These vessels trans~crt co~=a 
to collection ports, or to car6o ships at anchor. 

In 1981, the ret;;istered shipping !leet, Wi.'licll excluc!.es 
fis~ins vessels, totalled 133 vessels, two being oc&an-boing. 



- 51 -

1'Wenty-seven of the larger vessels are o! steel constructicn, 
but most are wooden. 

The totel tonnabe or the fleet for ~hich det~ils were 
available is a~out 5,5CC ~oss tons with a c~rbo carrying 
capecity of 3,2~c oetric tons anl total passeilber capacity of 
about 3,5cc (85 vessels). 

?able 26. Co~position of Inter-Isl~c Fleet 

Size Class :tlo. of Gross Cargo Ca~acity Passene;er 
(len6th in meters) Ships Tons (ci.T.) capacity 

5-1C.4 25 1?4 26 268 
10.5-15 18 42C ?4 301 
15.1-25 25 1,320 !;.16 888 

25.1-35 16 2,2?? 1,689 1,338 
35.1-over 5 1,269 ?9C 668 

Total 89 5,460 ;,195 ;,46; 

cwnerstip of the re5istered is C.iviC.ed e.ucnL. -=he GoveX"tlWent 
(~9 ~ercent); EXPatriates (39 percent); and Solo~on: slanders and 
Cl".:.urch hissions \'rho own I:".ainly si:::.all vessels Ulif less than 10(., {;;ross 
tons, suitable !or short routes. 

While the nUJM.bers of vessels in the 3olooon Islands is 
rebarced as ~cequate, distrib~tion of goods generally suffers 
free t:C.e COilbined lack of landing !acili ties and low volUI:Aes of 
~ost ~rocucts, ~akin~ it uneconor.ic for collection vessels to 
cell. services to r:.~ areas a.re irrc.t,ular, but so:c.etiII:es over-lap. 

t;an:- ~e.r·vices appear to of!er rates l'lhich are less than econocic. 
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JJ1 example or .freight ra·tes quoted in 1982 for one cubic meter 
by volume or one ~etric ton frO?; - to Ho~iara was: 

Ho.u.iare. To: (SI') 

Yandina 21.co 
Eu:J,it:alo 28.CiC 

3at\!na 28.C;C 

Patuti~a 28.0(, 

Viru. :;5.cc 
Uc:;hele 35.0G 
hlm~F- 35.oc 
lioro 39.CG 
Ring:i 39.cc 
Gizo 35.00 

The Solo~on Islands is r&letively well served by inter
naticllal s:ti~piri.g, with lio~i~r~ b~in~ the dowinant ~ost receivin5 
iz:lpcrts. In 1981 , Eor:i~rr. handled [4 I-ercent o! in-co~ing cargo, 
cut only 11.4. percent of cut-Gcin~. The l~rgest ship~in6 point 
for c~t-~oiilE carbo was Ringi cove with 58 ~ercent of the total. 

1.4.3. ~~ar~;etillfa and DiEtrib\. ic:n. SystP.t:is 

I·.e.rketint; aud <!istribution systeiilS iil the Solocon IslanC.s 
a=~, for t~e ~Ost part, si.tl~le. cutsice or Eoniara in p?.rticulRr, 
oa!'itets =ef:!.ect the lack of C.sveio:,ut;nt of a casl. ecor.o~y. 

Je:~~ctl to the distri~ution syste~ are the 150 or so 
rcte.il/whclesale establish::ents i.l1 lior.iara. These orbanizations 
iIM.:i;crt C.irectly breal: bulk a.nC. distribute locally and to retailers 
in ether islands. The~e retailers also purchase produce when 
aveilsble from their custocers and may sell to co-operatives and 
traders. 

Goverm:::.ent.involve~cnt in marketing is principally tbrOU£h 
the Copra Board, a state e~ort monopoly, which can use export 
agents to market on its behalf.- EX:port marketing o! other produce 
is currently in the hands o! private enterprise, apart !rom Lever 

Solomons Ltd and Solomon Taiyo Ltd. 
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Other significant structures in marketing are the rural 
trading centers and co-operatives. The toraer were set up for 
marketing of t ood-stufts in rural areas. The principal objective 
in establishi.Dg these was to encourage good food ~giene, but 
the,. were also planned to act as a cataJ.7st to increase commercial. 
actint;r. the,. are owned and operated local~, with GOverzment 
assistance in the form of construction, training and management 
adVice. 

Th~ 1982 statistical yearbook of SI reports a total of 
246 Primary co-operatives in 198Qand5 seconder,. co-operatives. 
Most primary Co-operatives are involved in marketing o! agricultural 
produce gene1·all7, while a few are specialized in activities 
such as cocoa processing and :c.arketing, land purchase, land 

development, saving and lending, sawmilling, gold mining, fishing 
and transport. 

Membership of primary Co-operatives is individual, while 
secondary societies am coiilposed o! primary societies. secondary 
societies no!'lrlally act as wholesale purchasing or marketinf; a6encies. 
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2. potential and gpportunities 

2.1. jaricultural co~odities Qfferin( po~sibilities ror 
:rncustrial jpplications.· 

Favourable clitlatic and soil conditions o! t~e ma~or 
isl~s ~zke it possible for the Solo~on Islancers to cultivate 
a •·:i~e r~llbe of tropicu.l c.:-ops. Eo\·:ever, because of the scatt~rec 
fc~~ unit~, the dispersec natur~ of isl?.n~s ~..nl lack of adeq)late 
col!irlunicztion systeA:ls, the .production of uany readily cultivated 
perishable procucts needed~for ~rocessinG has very dila prospects. 

To overcoL.e these drawbacks, it is recC!...::.i.ended that an 
incres~e in tt-e sur~ly o! ae;ricultural products can best be 
acc~plished by tte establisblilent of nucleus estates in close 
prokiI:.ity to the ~a.in ~ar~etinG ce~ter of Honi~ra. 

In o:'C.e.= to reacl.1. an opticUill level of ¥rocuction that will 
a.!:.su:-e a.C:.equate su~~1lies of ra\: materials to industrial plants, 
it v:ill be necess:?.r·y in :::.ont cc.ses that the processor have ~ositive 
contr·ol. This can i:e effected. by the ~lant Llall&6ement being 
involved to a high C.egree in the '=-rotdnb a.nd hal"V~stin6 orerations. 
Total inte:-~ration cf t;~_e erO'.-:iL6 and i;rocessinb !unctions is 

viewed as Ell i:ri.C:ispensc:.ble condition. 

The level of increased ~reduction ~~d ~recessing can be 
reasvnably well establishe4 for the first stsse c! develop~ent 
b~· tl:.e volun.e and value cf iupcrted food.stuffs t!'.at could be 
gro·wn aw! ;recessed dcriestically. selectec products froI.l the 
reported list o~ iuported foods, both processed an~ fresh, for 
the years 1982 and 1985 indic~te that op~ortunities are prese~t 
to t;row and process up to SI$5.5 m.::..llion in products. (3ee ~able 2'l~ 

Basec on the !orec;oing, the follov;ins x..erit further consideration. 

2.1.1 Liv·estock 

Iwport suustitution of ca.nned beef and fresh ~eat is the 
equivelent of rou1:.,i l~ 13,ooo :,cac'. of cattle. The current rate o! 
slaushter in the bru.iz:.:-a abattoir is in tr..e rrsnt:;e of 1,5oo-1,SCC heaC: 
per ye.o.r, ;11':.ich utilizes the facility at sotif!thinc lijte a rate o! 
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2C percent. There ia obviously sufficient unused slaubhterin6 

capsci~· that coulc! 'tie utilized to eli:..~c.te iwrorts of beet by 

provid:ir.b su~~lies of ~~~t to a s~~ll-~crle ~eat process~ pl~...nt 
\·:iti: en a=url Ct;."t;:;ut #."crtt S.L".;.rcxiL:rtely Sl~3.E. I!lillio:L4. The . 
~resc::it t::cnc ~f C.Ecli~~L cattle pc;'..llrtic=.s will 't.ave to be 

revc=3e~ to i.!lc:=-e:a~e t~e p:-csc:nt t.e:-.C. co~~ uf le~s ttsr. 2~ ,CXA 

to a cc~t irl tLe r~t.;.€' oi 9 ... ,~:-~-1::.,,:.,: ... c t.e;;.-:. i.L o!'C.c:r to 3u;.pl:; 

:; 1'.e~t c..,-~~::.t;.. :r:cilit;; C?.I·a~le c~ ~roC.'ti.ciL~ 12vC-13"'"' tons of 

.,.~,.., - .. i.· .;.....,. '~-"-"' e ~o- --~- ~ r.: • ··?>"- -._c. C"1 ·, ~ ._e CO-llected fr,...·· c-all 11. ... v ..... \J• "'J' .__ '-"'"• - - v~-• ... ~·~,,.-v .... "°" -..-.... ""- .... v..... ... Mi. -

h;:,lC'..-7::: :c;!'o=" tLe:· e!'e :u~!.y Lro\:n ,_nf :t;lr.ct.,C: or. Rll intEnsive 

f~ec~ ctE~ic~ of 4~¥ hcctL..rcs on the ~uaf~lcanal Plain. The 
_;.roe::::::-~e i:c·-lc ~l~o iucl".l::e cattle b:-te:.ir.t,, ~:::roveC: pasture 
~.~c the :i,..:r-oc.ucticn o! i..ai=€ anc scrg:.-_~ for illclusiCil ir. snil:al 

-- .: - .c..c+-;~ -.-e ... ...,,,,. ... r\.::: are· T"C.r-•·i.·red ~o,.. ~"" _.;,; --w..,;.....-...'-' \,.; 'llllU~ V v .... ;: C... -~·~\4. ~ -

-~i·-e ,,,,,. c:c-- ·-,,~ ··c··, -· --" re. ·;._h1-- c.-·"'ha 'h.-,cec~ 
• - L ......_._ - - ~·""'- \.~ '·"~. v.. -o--t/ .,;v\..r • .Jc.-...,. . 

their-

loi; Vf'·!.uc, -:ui: co:.;.~c· :::i.ct ':'e cor:~ic".e=e~ -:-~~- :.iE.[·.est enti best use 

C;-"' "' - ....,.: C"1t"T'"1 1-t::r.,,. • 
""'-- - 'A- ~-'' ~ l_ 

e ., ---c-r",-,.. ... ~r.,· I'.-.,.. ~o.,,·.1--1 .... -.- .,"!·.-·-·"'. ...... ::.. ;• ... ,...._""'_,,,, ___ ....,_ - """~·-" J '·-""' ~c-·., ~ -- • 
-'~~-cic..· "'l:~c1·e 'ie ~,,t -i·ven · ... ,t: t-;...ci· ... "o-=-- ,,·--= ~.:---1 "":"".,..i:.c.· to ... c. 
•-, ..._ '-' - ...... 49- _..'-' l, \; t -""""w ""~- .- v - '"" • c;._ - --·'-'- .... L,,."y 

.)75,0Z2. f~'J.ltry :::.e~t ll-~O:'te-::. ;-;~ 119,l!.E1::s_. at a CCEt of 

.12Sc,56S, vhict r,:;k-:·ese~ts a:.,.~rc:::i:~:-:tel; 05,ccc., ")irC:..:3. 

Fut·.i=::> plaDD.i:lg ot t::.e Ulele po\;.ltrJi ::::-ar:.ch, if fully :'G8lizec, 

Silc\.A.:.C:. e li:...i.r.e te the llt:: ec to i.!.::;urt ::t;',ji.!l t:..-:;- &G0 Z, cr.ic~s 2.nC. ~e F. t; 

tc~·:cv-er, tt.e c!'oi:in;_ ~1F'eC:. for L·.ixeC. rc.t~.;.:ls will er.;.c.nc the 

c: . .i.)c=tu..:..:.ty !or P.nir-r:l !:;eC.. _i::-ocuctioc. Ir. 19&5, 1,'.:.A-7 tc:is of 
alli.:-!"'l f-:els -.;ere ~-~:c..rt~C. ~t e. cost ot ~;oe,12s. ~o eli!.ir.ate 

t:.~ neeC.. to L.~·.c:.:-t ~Il~ to ;.r-J1ri .. ~e !i:-eC.; !er increa:;ec :ee! e.nd 

).OUl try };' rotuc ti on .-1ill require a~·;ro):i.::.e t~ly 4., CCC tons of tiixed. 
f eeC., c~.lculetec on the- basis of 3. ;:r:e,. o! !eed in eech 6 uonth 

;eriod for i;c·.:.ltry (65.? percent ~rain cor.;.cnentj and 2501q;. o! 
!ee~ !or !inal weicht £~in of 5CkG· per head o! cattle (41.4 percent 

Grain co~¥cnent). 
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The aninal feed mi.):in( plant owned by the LivPstcck Developoent 
~uthority at ~a.:iara, nc~ staAJ.d~£ icle, wculc be able to process 
the 4,0CC to~s workinl, 290 days per year on a two shift 'basis. 

2.1.2 Fisheries 

The 19£5 ilt.~orts of ~ish (fresh, c~illec, frozen and fish 
~repa=ctions) at.~t:.:lted to 702 ton~ et a cost of $1 million. 
Cp;ortUI:Lities exist to increase the COLlestic fish catch for 
internal consumption as well as to produce frozen fillets !or 

export. 
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'!able 27. Internal Marketing Potential of Processed Mricultural 
Products Based cm 1982 and 1985 Import Statistics. 

Presh Heat 
Canned neat 
sausage 

Ba.Con 
!filk and cream 
Bitter 
Cheeses 
Pi.sh and Yish Preparations 
Pi.sh, fresh, chilled or frosen 
Fruit, dried 
Jams, marmalades, !ruit jellies 
yruit and Vegetable Juices 
Fruit, caz:med or bottled 
Fruit, frozen 
Vegetables, preserved 
Edible NUts, fresh and dried 

(kg.) 

33,538 
1,235,065 

32,135 
8,696 

161,901 
5'1-,604 
21,943 

672,287 
29,309 
4,825 

30,528 
n.a. 

22,389 
51,331 
49,702 
n.a. 

vegetable Oils, coconut & palm (liters) 80,185 
Beverages, non-alcoholic (liters) 1 1496,497 
aeer, ale, stout (liters) 3,92?,590 

(Sii) 

80,608 
3,611,489 

96,242 
50,919 

448,389 
100,157 
72.~3 

9'11,14~ 

35,169 
12,611-9 
37,284 

175,700 
24,201 
42,532 
97,541 
26,098 

121,536 
80?,899 

1,756,861 

8,568,720 
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JlL adei.tion tl:!e culture o! prawns, sbri.mi>s, clams and seaweed 
tb2t is ~pplica~le to S8allhclder conc!itions, ~ill increase the 
potei:.ti:?.l for p~c::.::t):i:lt;; end freezinf; new c~c~ities for e~crt. 

2.1. 3. Edi~le liuts 

WLile t~e s~~ll vol:D:.e G~ i.;.iports c~ edi~le nuts does 
not s-~:est an o~~ortur-.i~ for i=:i.rc~t substitution, t~e potential 
for e:zf'o!'ts wa:::-rimts attention. The low volu;:.e/weigl-.t to value 

ratio _of ~uts co:irGres fava~acly to the category in w:uch spices 
fell s=.d ~hie~ are uneer cousi~eration as no~-traditional export 
co~oaties. 

Na:i !lllts ~ilich are t::_-vssted rancor:.ly coulc be 6rown 
o.:i e co·_· ercial sc<.le alo!l\,; with ~1acaC.2!.;..ie nuts and cashews. 
Ccs·::.i.e;.·: ·..:as ~trocu~ec. ll. 1966 at De.la ane :provP-c to be quite 

successful. T!:e casbet: is ::;uita~le fo:- ery areas in Guadalcc..nal 

Fl~i!ls au~ ot~er po~Ei~le areas h~vin~ tr.e eharacte:::-istic of a 
C.Xy perioc. 

~he \;orlC: C.ec3llC. is increasin. .... &nnually with world sup~lies 

esti.Il~te~ at 73,c~~tcns. ~he =~~or i::porters of cashew kernels 

are t:.e 'G .s • .;., tte c .s.s.:a., G.::.~., ~.E.C. and J!!!::pan. Tte ti .s. 
ebsorts 55 :;;ercent or t.te t:orlct. total; U .5.S .. E.. 25 :pE-rcent. 
Ir:.~.i~ C:oi:...in::.tes the ~.-orld e1:;·ort tis=:_et as t~c principal source 

o! cashe·;:s, su}i:;lyinc._ nec.rly SC. percent. i;oza;;:oi(iue, the prillcir.a: 

prOC.ucer of raw nutE sup;;lies 16 perce::.t, follo•:ed by Brazil, 
China an~ ~enya. 

A nut processi.!lb facility co~l~ ~er~aps be incorporated 
~ith E.rlcther s~all-sc~le p=ocessi.L.G pla:it such as fruit processi..:•e 
enc fcod erade oil p~OCcssing. 

2.1.4 Fruits 

Fresh fruits nnc !ruits ~recessed i~ v~ricus f o!'!ls were 
il:.~crted, accord~~b to 19G2 F.nd 1~~5 c~ta, at a co~t o! nearly 
i345 ,CCC. tj!!·.is volume, cou;led with an wisatis!ied internal 
~ar~et !or fresh fruits, prese~ts an op~~rtunity !or cultivati~c 
a v~riety o! tro~ical fruit£ on e co~~erci~l scale. rlantin6S 

co1.ilt inclule such fruits as r.:.ango, citrus !rui ts, papaya, gueva, 
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passion !ruit and pineapple, to n:mle e few. 

A Siilall-ec~le fruit p~oc~ssinc ple.nt utilizinG fruits 
culle~ f:.-o= t~!: fresh car:r;et a~ c.::i:'l:et su~-1;.:.ses coulc!. 
~an~f~cture ~ch itecE eE caL.l.Lec !r~~t~, ~~ice~, ~ai:is, jellies 
anc!. ~uice concc~tr~te~ in co~t!Lation, GS before mentionee, witr
ecibl~ LU~ roasti!lt ~!lC packa~inf ~~c ecible cil production for 
better utiliz.:.tion of ;-la.nt facilities. 

Although no ili&pact would be felt on esricultural 
proC.uctiCil in the solo~on Islands, i:;.~ort !i~-ures for soft drinks 
anc bser inr:icate consicer~ble sco~e for incre~Sin6 C.omestic 
~=-oC.ucticll of so~t C:ri nks and est~blishin( ::. · "Jrewery. Soft 

C.rin~r~ ~;·c.rts C'e ~:-i:l.[ et ne~.rl:; 1.5 tillion liters annually 

et c CCEt of StJ~,ccc c.nd b€er at 4 cillion liters at a cost of 
~1 8 . , , . ,. • c.1._i.cn. 

I~~~rtec bee~ with an alcoholic content of 4.9 percent 
coul~ be ~~jstitutec witr. a do~estic ~roduct containing a much 
lo•i:er perc2nta~e of alcohol, -Yfr1ich should help to overcome c.oral 

and relit;icus o'J~ections tc the estal.lis:-.:.I::.ent of a brewery w:ithin 

the CO-wltry. 

2.1.c. Cils ar Fats 

The i::.ports of veLetable oils an~ butter in the years of 

19e2 ane 192.5 were r~"ll~inL atout 135 ton~ for a cost of roughly 

$222,CCl. 

Tccse ~uantities ~c~lc net ~ustify a processinb plant 
cievotec. eY.clusively to the canu!~cture o! vet;etable oils &Jl.d 
x:ar.;~=·:.ue, r2tter, it woulc be antici~ated that a C.~i;,nrtr.ent 

t··itl:iz-.. a f:-.~.it :prccf:tsL-ri0 fDcility e::q:r~ssint; :me cli:irifyinE; co¥ra 

oil might ~[::e eco~0:..ic sense. Cil extraction equi~x.:.ent sco.led 

cow~ to~ =et~ o! ~rocuction o! 1 to~ ~er·day is available !ro~ 

JP.pen. 
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2.2. Det£n:.ination of AgEicult;.;.ral FroC.ucticn Priorities. 

Reco(..r..izint. tl.1e need !or i.l:creF.~ed abl'icultural proC.uctivity 
ill c.re£:r to iI;.1-rove expc.:-t e~iLGs, il..;crt su'tistitution !or certein 
feed itexr.s, c:nr t~f' b~se for ge:ier:..l £con.oi:.ic crowth, it will 
be cf benefit to raticnRli~e e.bricultu.a.l I:roC.uctioll within the 
frP...::-.ework o! present constr~ints: end i-Ote:ctials founc in the 
Solo~cr_ Islc:nd.s. 

Afte= ~n evalu~tia~ o! the rescu:.-ce bese (soils, clit:ate/ 
•:r..t~= su;;.ly, lc.nc" t~liure c:nc ~tll:ro~rer:, ti1e abI'icultural base, 
i:..;crtE ~t e:r~crts of a~ri.culturel pro~ucts, sn~ the status of 
e>:isitinb ae,:::-o-in..::.ustries with sur-portint; infrastructure, value 
~ucbements can be 2¥~lied to ascertein the relative econo~ic 

sie;nificance of selected ac;ricultural com=.odities. In this way, 
a r~n1~ine of i·=iori ties !or encoura~ill£ e.i:. increase ill the prO<!uc tion of 

these c()t;Llodities c~n be established. With the purpose in mind 

to eJCiiloit exisitin.~ opr-ortunities end potentials, consideration 
is given to such factors as the need to satisfy self-su!!iciency, 
marketing prospectf, existing know-how and the applicabilit~ to 
smallholder !ari:::ing conditions. Data contained in section 1 o! 
this report (current situation) and infonnation from the Tables 
bavebeen used to make judiemeuts in scoring tbe !actors considered. 

2.;. Determination o! the Relative Importance of selected 
commodities. 

Ten criteria have been applied in scoring each commodity. 
Criteria have been grouped accoi-d.in.6 to their importance into 
; weiE)lted cetegories. The scoring of category I has been multiplied 
by a !actor o! 3; category II by a factoe o! 2; and category III 
by a factor o! 1. The relevance of criteria for each commo~ity 
h~s been graded high, medium or low and valued a follows: high • 

2 points; medium• 1; and low • C. 

~he criteria, by cateGory, are explained as follows: 

Catec,ory I 

1. Sel!-SU?plY: is r:~!'ticularly iJri1;ortant for essential !ood 

coi:r..odities. Crops in short supply and which have to be 
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imported are graded as hish; medium where local demand 
is not satisfiec and/or prospects for exports are 
fair to scoC.; low where loc~l su~;ly iE satisfied 
and/or pros~ects for expert are poor. 

2. Frofitabilitv: crops gener&tin6 a far-~ illco;:.e above 

;thf- a·17era~e with a s,ood. return on la:~our are rated 

hi~h; medi~ for crops n-it!.~ a·1erege; returns·; low for 

crc¥s \-~i-:;h bt:lo'lr: l:Ver~i:Je r~tu--ns. 

3. ~oil conse~vatio~icrok aotatio~: lii~h for crops with 
a1ilitr !er soi: conservEtion, fertility im~rove~ent, 
ercsioi:. ~:-otccticn e.nC. cro;s with p~_rt;icula: value in 

ere~ =otaticnE; ~F.di'llL:! for cro;s wit~ ~oe.~st abilities; 

low f o= c:-op; \.:ith little or no a~:.lity. 

4. Soil ave.il?..bilitv: Eit,h in case of 1:ro_p~ for whic'!'l 
suit st le soils are av-c.il.s.cle; low i:i. c~se of non

eve.ilebility or heope:-ed by lar.d te:.~u=e restriction; 

x;.e~iUil for all ot:..ers. 

5. ~istin~ . .- ui.o~:-!:cw: l:it.it fo= cropE ~:iC.ely dissei:..i.:lcteC. 

z.:i~ for .. :hich ~:.no·;1-to\"' i~ evr:.ilable; =ec'.iU!.l for :ocalized 

c:.~ops; lo•.: fc:- c:::-o:ps ~o= w:.:ict. lit-:; le c.:- no t:r·c.citio.:.al 

6. · Ap~licz~i:~~y to s..~lltol=ers: ti0h for crops pe:-ticularll 

s·~itec. to ;::~c:ll:-.c.lcer con.!itions; ;;.eciwo. for crops 
suf!erins s~~st~~tial yi.elc er ~uality locre?.~es uncer 
St..2.lltolC.e:- cor.c.itions; :o\·1 !or: c!'ops not suited ;o 

sws:lholder cc~~iticns. 

cs. tac.orz III 

7. crcp Divorsi!"icr tion: EiG'h for cro:a>s \ti th bood. possibilities 
!o~ .::.iversification of a~:.-icultural production and for 
~ekin~ f at'Q inco~e :ore re~ular t:i=oubho~t tbe year and 

less sub~ect to price fluctuations; I:'.e<!iw:-. and lo\: !or 
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crops with respectively lower abilities. 

8. capital Inr~ts: high in cas~ c~ crops with low capital 
inve~t.i:ient requir~ents; meC:im;. and low in case or 

res~ectively h:£he= c~pital re~~i:re~ents. 

9. Tr~sfortab!.lit7/harkc:tabilit;y: hi6h in case of produce 
with ~oce sto=aue air:. kee;in~ c~aracter~2tics ~d a 

!'~vccatle voltu~e/weibtt to vc..lue :-.:.ti~· ; taec!.il.m and 
lo\": i:i c3ses of respectively lower chc:.::'E.ctc.:::istics. 

10. For·e:it,"!l E:cchant;e Earner: hi.;!: in case of crops with 600C. 

~co_i.~ !or e=<i=ort e;one/or ~ubstituticn o! ~ports; ll:leci~ 

znc !ow in c~ee o~ cro~s wit~ restricted or no.scope 

fo::.: ex;.ort and/or import substitution. 

Result: 

Cr. this '.Iasis, t'!:e follo'.:inb &;,;,riculturs.l pro<!.uction 

li!;;t C'-!l ·cc rE.nl~eC: in t~~e- !ollc\":ini;; o:-d€.r: (~ee Ta'vle 28). 

1. 
,., 
c:.. 

4. 

5. 
6. 

7. 
£. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

-aeef Cattlc/S;:ine/Fot;.ltry/TU;..eric 
Ucli Nuts/r~~aya 

I., n o 'c--..i ~..-o· ,c:;;. .. b I c...!.°\.o.C:.- w 

Chillies 
Potatoes/Gllil\.-a 

ccconut/Ci";=us/cocoa/Var.illa 
c,il :t-~lr.:/iiac~d.ar:.ia Uuts/Frawr...s 

Fas.:icn ?~·;it 

~1:!"~~~1°ii~/:t-ineap~ le 

Dairy cattle 

cass ava/Yas/~aro 



table 28. R•nl:inc or Agricultural Pr<X.uction Priorities 
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g ...... c:: ~ ..... ..... "O ft..4 H "'"" kO t:.: i>'a 
couu:.oeity .0 ;::: 0 c;: l.D ,!:; r-t ..... :.i .0 o><~ 

.µ 
::s ~ 0 i:::: ~ .s ~ :> Q ...... o as ~ ....... 
CQ .p 0 () . .c: ~ co ;li+> '"4 .µ ~ 
I ..... Pt .µ ...... r-t ~Qi .µ Q Q) ....... 0 4> "3. 0 
~ r... rl 0 ...... ID ..... r-t o> ..... >::: .!Ii:: 0 -e ~ ....... 
r-1 0 ....... k ....... .... .;J. Cl) ~ ...... >le ~~ k ~ G: ..... k 
0 .. 0 0 0 ~ ~ ~ ,... OA er; 0 k 4> ::i.t 
':1l ;.!t CJ ' Cl < ~ 0 !0-4 • .,.... ~ ~ :!J :ii: - -
Cat.I x 3 est.II x 2 cat.I:LI JC 1 Total Rank 

:aeef cat'Cle 2 1 1 2 1 1 2 (. 1 2 25 1 

Swine 2 ·1 1 2 1 1 2 c 1 2 25 1 

poultry(C1.eat, e£t>) 
... 2 

,, 2 1 1 2 c 1 2 25 1 c:. "' 
ir.~eric 1 ... 2 1 c 1 2 1 1 2 25 .., 

t::. . 
Ngali i~ts 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 2 2 24 2 

Fapaye 1 1 1 1 2 ... 2 2 c 1 24 2 t::. 

i;ane;o 1 1 1 1 ... 2 ... 1 0 1 23 3 c. c:. 

CarduoJM. A 2 1 1 c 1 2 1 ... 2 23 3 I t::. 

Chillie 1 1 ... 1 c 1 ... 2 (, 2 22 4 c:. .;. 

naize 2 0 (, 1 1 1 2 - 1 1 1 17 9 

sort:;hw;. 2 0 "" 1 1 1 2 1. " 1 17 9 

Fote.toes 1 1 
,. 

1 2 2 " 2 1 21 5 ..... .:. \., 

Guavo: 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 L 1 21 5 
coconut 1 c 1 1 2 2 ... 1 f 1 2C 6 ,. ..., 

Citrus 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 2(; 6 

cocoa 1 0 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 2 20 
,.. 
0 

vanilla 1 2 1 1 c (; 2 (, 2 2 2C 6 

.Oil Pal.I.. 1 2 1 1 c 1 ( <.. 1 2 19 7 

f-iacad&uio. rruts 1 \., 1 1 c 2 2 1 2 2 19 7 

prawns/ClaLls 1 2 G 2 c 1 2 (; 0 2 19 7 

passion Fruit 1 
,. 

1 1 1 2 2 1 v 1 18 & v 

Cashew ll\ltS 1 .. ,. 
1 u 2 2 1 2 2 16 v v 10 

Pineapple 1 "" 1 1 c 1 2 2 1 1 16 10 

!)airy catt!.e 2 c 1 2 (' .,, c (, c c 2 15 1't 

cassava 
,. 

(; r 1 2 2 " 2 (.. (j 14 . 11. u "" "-

y211:s 0 v c 1 2 2 2 2 c c 14 12. 

Taro c (, (.. 1 2 2 2 2 c c 14 12 
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2.4. Industrial Possibilities offered by the EXisting/ 
Potential Resources. 

Criteria !or Rankin§ .Agro-Industrial possibilities 

In the determination of the relative viability of various 
agro-industries, fifteen criteria have been applied to those 
industries u:ncer consideration. The criteria have been grouped 
into 3 weighted categories according to their impact in making 
value judgeaents. Assigned scores for criteria in category I 
are multiplied by a factor of 3; Catego17 II by a factor of 2; 
aIJd category III by a factor of 1. 

The relevance of criteria for each industr,y has been 
graded high, medium or l~ and valued as follows: high • 2 points; 
medium • 1~paint; and lov • o. 

The criteria, by categor,ys, are explained. as follows: 

Category I 

1. Market pOtential: high for industries producing products 
which are in short supply and have to be imported; medium 
where internal demand is not fully satisfied. and the 
prospects !or export are at least fair; low where internal 
demand is satisfied and the prospects for export are dim. 

2. Availability of raw-materials: hi6h for raw materials 
that are readily available and transportable !ram reliable 
local sources; medium and low for raw materials exhibiting 
these characteristics ill lesser debrees. 

3. potential for integration: high for industrial outputs 
with good potential !or horizontal or vertical linlcage 
with existiJlb, pla.cned or future industrial processin~ 
!ecilities, Qedium. for outputs wit~ modest potential; 
poor !or those with little or no potential. 

.. 
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4. 

5. 
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Econ5 of scale: hish tor industries that demonstrate 
_viabili~ at ninimum scale and which is appropriate 
to existing conditions; IOiediUiil and. lo\\" for industries 
requirinG greater size for viability. 

Profitabilitv: high for iJJC.ustries with a good scope 
for a return on invested capital; mediUlOl for industries 
indicating a less t~an avera&e return; low !or industries 
inc.icatillc t. negative cash flow. 

CEtegort II 

6. Aveilability anc quality of manpower: Hibh for situations 
l·rhere unsl:illeC. en~ seui-skilleC. I:lSJl}:O\:er is adequate 
for the PU!"".i'oze a:c.d \:fJ.ch is av£.ilable; oeC.ium where 
necessery skil:s ir.ust be deYeloFeC. anC../or imported; low 
for situations wtere manpower iE scarce at competitive 
wages·, or a hich level of tecr..nolct;y. is indicated. 

7. co~:rE.tibilit;y \:ith t;overnmental priorities: hiE,h for 
industrial devclop~ent projects which coincide with 
~~tional anC. rebicnal ob~ectives end_priorities or 
\":hich csn exi,lc,it !'et;ioz;.al ~dvr.nta5es; ri...edium and. low for 
industries exl:..iti tins t'-:e characteristics in lesser degree~. 

8. E:d.stin5 level cf utiliz~tion of industrial capacity: hi~h 
for inC.ustry in v.:-hich r?.te of utiliz~tion ie above avera,ge 
or for which no f:::.cilities presently exist; meclium for 
ind.ustry in wldch rate of utilization is averabe or in 
\'!'hich I:lodernization of e~uipment anC. process is io.C.icated; 

low in industry having o.n excess of idle capacity. 

9. Value aC.~~ed: Lit::ih for md.ustry that hes tr~e interent 
2.bi:1.it:· for a coc.pnrrtively high e~C.ition of velue, 
o~eratinG under t'1>ical Solooon I7lancs conditions; 
?::ed.iULl ro1· inc.ustry with averee;e ability; low !or indust:cy 
with 'below average ability. 
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Category III 

10. Employment b·~neretion: 1.ic.'h ro-:- l~uo~r-intensive industry; 
~edi'Wk for ~oG.erately labour-Uitensive industI7; lGw for 
capital intensive industry. 

11. capital outlay for ~ob crested: ~iGh for indus~r,y in 
~·:Lich re-cruired ca;ite.l in,,.r:!'.:t:ent ir. fixed assets for e~.c:. 

cirect worker is COuparativ~ly low; wc~iUll for industry 
re~uirinb an avera~e inves~e~t per NOrker; low fer 
industry requirinL a l~it,i1er t~s..n ~vera6e inves~ent per 

\·:orl:er. 

12. ;.ve.ilability o~ encre:y anc \':ater: hit;.h for industJ:7 
lccatet in an ar€a c! available, a~equate and reliable 
electr-i~&l end w~ter SUii!ilies; ~eC.iura for indust%'1' loceteC. 
in~ area wher~ ener6Y anc water c~n be self ·sup~lied 
c;.t re~sona'tle cost; low for in<!ustry in an area where 
rec ... ui:::-ed enerbY o:- t,:-;ater supr:·lies are not feasible. 

13. Attraction of capital: hibh for i.nvest~ent in en industry 
t:-.c t iE supported by Government i!l such areas as land use 

per~its, tax incentives, market ~rctection and direct 
~~rticipation, ?nd t~at otten:ise have at~ractive aspects 
::a:- investors; r:.aC.iml ?.nC. lC\i for investx::.ents with lesse:-

~u'-:?.ities. 

14. Availability or packalinf waterials: hi6h for ~ackabin6 
~aterials that are readily availatle froo local sources; 
~e~i\JI:j. for p~ckaGinC that c~n ~e se~i-processed froo i.m~vr~ec 
waterials; low !or pre-fabricateC. packa(;in6 tl:at must be 
iupcrted. 

15 Fu:."eigtl exchange earnincs/savin~s: tich in case or proc1.ucts 

~·:ith 6COC. scope !or either e~eirt o= substitution o! 

i.L.ports; ~ediWil or low in case o! .Products with a restricteC. 
or no eccpe for export or substitution of iI:.ports. 

.. 

L-~~~~~~~--~~----------------------------------.... ------------------&d~ 
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Result: 

on the basis of this ev.,luation, the 
f ollowine aGro-industrial priority renl:in6 has 

been cete~ineC.: (See Table 29·). 

1. 

2. 
~ ... .... 
4. 

5. 
6. 

o. 
c ". 

Slaub~te:.'ini;, Foul try 
Slaub~tcrin~, Cattle/G~ine 

A,ni.J:al ]'(;c~-s =.~:ir.b 

i:ut Froce:.sing 
i:eat Frocessi:::ic/Fish F=ocessinb 

Vecete~le Cil/Eart;~rine 

1)£iry F:-o(ucts 

Soft Dri!"..i:s/Bc er 
Fruit ;rocessinc 



. ' ' . 

Table 29. Ranking or Agro-Industrial Possibillties Offered by the Existing/Potential Resources. 
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~ .µ ro tU ~~ 
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Q) H;:;:: 0 rl ~:-1 
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as Q) ~13 .i-> I> a:. .... 
·4~ 11-tH M _) t!J ::> o~ est ·1 Pot iZ4 r·~ .:... 

Industry/product Category I x 3 Cat. II x 2 Categor.y III x 1 Total naaldas 

Slaughtering, poultry 2 ., 2 2 1 2 2 2 1 1 1 2 1 2 2 47 1 
Slaughtering, Cattle/swine 2 1 2 ·2 1 2 2 0 2 1 1 2 2 2 2 46 2 • : 

• 
AJ:Limal peede Mixing 2 1 2 2 1 2 2 0 1 1 1 2 2 1 2 43 ' NUt Processing 2 1 0 2 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 39 4 
neat Procesaint; 2 1 2 1 1 0 

,.. 
2 0 1 0 2 2 0 2 36 5 ' 

Fish ·Processing 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 0 1 1 2 1 1 2 36. 5 
Vegetable Oil/Margarine 2 2 2 1 1 0 1 2 1 0 0 2 1 (j 2 -,7 6 
Dairy Products 2 0 2 2 1 1 0 2 1 0 0 2 0 1 2 ~ ? 
sort Drinks 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 1 0 2 28 8 
Beer 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 1 0 2 28 8 
Pruit Processing 2 0 0 1 1 0 1 2 1 1 0 2 0 0 2 25 9 

.. " 
r ~ 




