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Iatroduction 

Textiles have played a very important role in the in4uetrialieat1on 
.. 

of Thailand. The industry's growth has been Tery high since the start ot 

inve•tment promotion for industrial development about 25 years ago. During 

the first 10 years textile production wae concentrated in cotton fabrloe 

and spinning, then man-made fabrics and spinning. In 1968 the production 

of man-made fibre started. Since 1973 there has been the promotion of textile 

for export. 

;he textile industry in Thailand at present includes both natural 

and 11&11-made fibres and fabrics1 For natural fibres and fabrice1 cotton ie 

the basic meterial accounting for most of the production. Kan-made fibre• 

are polyester stnple polye•t•r filament . nylon filament and rayon staple. 

The develop~ent or the eynthetic-fit*e indu•t?'7 h~a been IA ate.ti~. fir•t 

the small scale nylon filament production company vae established under the 

joint venture with Japanese capital, technology and expertie• during 1963-

1966 • The second expansion period was 1967-1975 when many 11e>re large 

mill• come into existence and the establiahed mills increaaed their production 

capacity. The production of polyester fibre v ... begun with t~• ••tab1i•hmer 

of Teijin polyester (Thailand)(1967-1970)and Th11.i melon polye•t•r Co,Ltd.(1975) 

Th• a1lon !ila•ent production wae begun by A•ia Fibre (1970) and TorAy 

a1lon thai Co. Th• viacose rayon •taple fibre vaa •tarted by Thai Ra1on Co. 

(19?4) • 

Pro4uctioa 

Table 1 ehov• th• detail quantity of textile production during 

198,. 1984 • The capacity_ of aynthetic fibre production ia 1984 wae 

115,160 ~Ptrictoae or 4.2 per cent•higher thaa tbe eapacjty in 198,. 

Table 2 ehowa more detail q'll&JltitJ of •Jl'thetic fit.we productioa duriag 

198'"91984. The inc•eaeing fibre capacit7 va• pol1e•ter ataple fibre 

•Dd Yiaco• rayon,,vhile the polyeater filament yara aad a7lon filament 

wa• decrea•ing by about 3 per oent • 
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Th• De•and for Mall-mad• Fibre Prod•cte 

The demand of Textile product i& increasing eaoh 7ear because 

of the growing nuaber of pop•lation and the iacreaeing of ex_port 

aarket. Table 3 ahov• the :onaumption of 1arn and fabrics 

d111'ing 197' - 1982. The apparent consumption of cotten and BJDthetio 

fibre• have increaeed annaully b7 8 and 25 perc~et reapectivel7 on the 

average. Since the rate of population growth ha• been m•ch lo~er, the 

per capita consumption of fabric has been raising very high. 

The overall development in the foreign trade of textile •ay be 

•u••erized aa follows in 1960 1 a aJl categorie• of ~extile products were 

iaported. Import• ot cotton fabrics and yarn start64 tobe 81lbatituted b7 

domestic production, followed by the aubetution of iaporte of man-made 

yarn and fabrics. In the early 197o•e, the production of cotton and 

maJa-.ade fiore were accelerated, while cotton and man-made fabrie and 

cotton yarn ~oatly gray goods, started to be exported. The •ajor export 

•arket are meMber of E\lrope~n co•munity, followed bJ U.S. and Middle Eaat 

co1Ultri••• The breakdown ae follows: 

Countries ~an-1111de fi bree gra7 fabric garment• 

yarn (ton) (1000 sq.yd.) (fOOO pea.) 

F.EC. 2,293 205,420 35,888 

U.S.A. 2,720 76,798 68,94<> 

Middle E.11st 8 14,403 45,653 

Japan 329 41,817 1,091+ 

Other 21,878 167,770 57,908 

Total 27,228 506,208 209,4A' 

Source Ba•• oa value of export• fro• Custo•• Depeirt11ent. 
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Protlea in textile ind•atries 

'The problem ma~ be gro•ped in to three areaa: export aarket, co•t or 

prodsction and technological limitatiOA. 

Mo•t fir• complained aboat the liaitatioa and intlexibilit7 of the 

export qsota giYe~ to them. With high traaaportatioa •o•t and high ooat 

of production, it ie difficult fo~ them to coapete in the world aarket. 

Tile high cost of production ie resulting froa high priooe of .•av 

aateriala, and high ooet of pablic uti!itiee and vagea. 

Tb• teohnological limitation baa preYente4 the industry to llOYe up 

to a higher q•ality and a higher value added texti1••· Thia baa been due 

to the policies of foreign companies in selling technology to Thailand. 

Proapect• 

The mRn-made fibre industry in Thailand haa for the last few years 

experienced eonaiderable ~roblems including increRsing coat, export quota 

restrictions and uncertainty reguarding gover•ent policies. All parties 

concerned appeAr to have recognized the need for R reatracturing of thia 

iadaatrial aub-aector and effort• are at present being made b7 Gover11eat, 

iaduatr1 aseociationa,to eolve the abort and •ediua tera problea. Rove•er 

for long term projection for tbe textile and man-made fibre indaatrie•, the 

trelldB in th~ r·.!"r1duction o! textile ;uad llan-•ade fabric•, vill gratl•allJ 

become more dependent or the doaestio market thaa the export aarket•. 
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Table 1 Textile production 1983 - 1984 

I : 
Tn>e or Textile N-ber of machint 

i• aae 1984 
prod action 'production 

... -.. de fibre 
(aetrioton) 
cotton 7arn 
(Mtricton) 
VOTP fabric 
(1000 eq.7d.) 
lmitting fabric 

( 1000eq.;rd.) 

Oaraent 
( aillion piece• ) 

•••• 
1,649,258 

70, 165 

i.2,942 

•••• 

1983 

110,i.82 

237.947 

1,739,472 

46},4<>6 

170 

1984 ch-g• 

" -- --·---- - . 

115, 160 ... 2 

250,000 5.1 

1,~35,150 5.5 

lt95,8't0 7.0 

210 23.5 

------------11---------- --&'------··--------------· ··--------. -

Sou.re• The Thai Textile llallufacturing As90eiation --

Table 2 Han-made fibre production 19~3-1984 

tJP• or man-11ade fibre capacit:J per productioa pro4•ot 
•011th 1984 19R3 1984 otirf 

Pol;re,.ter Staple Fibre 5,200 53,866 57,323 6 ... 

Pol7eater f'il .. ent 7ara 2',,10 1?,?57 17,3R6 -2.1 

N71oa filaaent Yarn 1,560 17,060 16,413 -3.~ 

Vieoo•• Ra7on 7arn 1,500 17,451 18,871 8.1 

Pre Oriented yarn ltOO 4,'48 5,167 18.R 

--- ---
11,570 '?10,482 115,160 4.c 

So11rce : Iafor .. tioa fro• the oo•paaf.e• 
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TABLE 
g THAIJ.A~"S rRODUCTION, CO~ll'U'TION. IMPORTS AHO BXl'ORTS OF YAIUt lit 7ABRICS 

-
1973 1974 1975 1976 

Cotton Yarn : 

Production 67 .0 66.9 70.5. 73.0 

Consu""'tion 64.l 63.7 68.S 96.2 

Imports 1.2 0.3 O.l 0.1 
[xports 1.2 0.1 - 0.9 

~.1n-:L,de Yarn : 

rrodJCt inn 47 .1 47 .s 61.6 75.l 
Consur.pt ion Sl.5 ;o.o 62.7 72.8 
l!llpnrts 12.9 10.0 l.3 5.8 
E:apo•·ts 1 3.5 2.S 3 .1 11.0 

-- ---~ .. 
L....__ -- • -

I 
C.:.uo" ~ .1oncs : : 

I 
Produttion 605 6n I 572 560 

Consus:-.ption ol56 ol9G 
I 

501 53·_1 

Imports 44 JS 26 ·~ 
Ea ports 69 32 I 49 12) 

I 
I 

I 
. 

:-1.tn-~'..uJe F'•bdcs : i . 
I i Produ' t ion 272 392 522 6f'.l 

Consull'.pt ion 260 320 JJS ' JBS 

lir.ports so 51 •1 I ?l 

E.1ports 75 SJ I El 140 

··-·-· 
Source Thai Texlil• Manurec:tuHrr AHociataon., 

Depert-nl or Cuat-

(Thou9.ncb of.toance) 

1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 .. 1982 . 

94.2 83.J 96;4 96.2 97.J fo1.2 
84.8 as., 92.S 96.2 1,0.9 to1.6 

- - 0.l 0.4 0., O.l 
2.9 2.6 0.8 0.8 o.~ 1.8 

. 

91.5 115.J 12Z.6 127 .3 lJZ.9 ll2.Z 
78.5 94.5 101.l 109.S 120.4 112.1 
J.4 4.0 6.2 5.2 7.9 1.1 

14.6 19.2 14.8 22.2 20.4 14.7 

-· 

745 719 807 839 872 936 

558 594 626 634 690 71) 

20 19 &5 20 18 18 

lil 120 110 112 96 162 

I 
696 851 929 984 1,129 1,147 

425 462 sos 607 627 653 

40 64 61 101 95 71 

160 277 I 288 213 293 JOl 
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Table 6 ~ame of synthetic fibre c~mpanies. 

I 
~ . 

No. Name of Companies Pr<>G.: ::tion and Type Year of establish 

('ro1 / y.ear) 

1 Toray Nyton (Thai) Co ,Ltd. Po .. ye~·er, filament 
I ye: :-n 7200 

1967 
11!,-lon, filament 

I 
yarn 5400 

2 Teijin palyester Co,Ltd. Polyester filament 

y~rn 14;400 1970 
rJ~yester staple . 
yarn 31200 

3 Asia fibre Co,Ltd. Nylon filament 

yarn 5400 
1972 

4 Thai Melon Polyester Polyester filament 

Co,Ltd. yarn 7200 1976 
Polyester staple 

yarn 18,000 .. 

5 Oriental fibre Co,Ltd. rolyester filament 

2,400 
1977 

yarn 
, .. - - , ••• ~~~-.&--: • 

6 Capital 1"'ist textile Nylon, yarn 4,320 1973 

Co,Ltd. 

l . ·-.. -- -- - -

Source Board of Investment. 




