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CHAPTER III. 

INDUSTRIAL PROFILE OF ERITREA 

III. A FOOD PROCESSING AND RELATED AGRO-INDUSTRIES 

Food 

The resource base 

Agriculture is the mainstay of the economy with the majority of the 
population depending or. it for their livelihood. This sector 
contributes approximately 40-50 percent of the GDP and about 70 
percent of the export earning in the country. Production is 
predominantly of the subsistence nature. Of the total area of 
12.432 million hectares about 3.2 million hectares or (26%) is 
suitable for agriculture, but only 10% of this is under 
cultivation

1

• Eritrea has favorable climate suitable for growing 
a variety of cereals, pulses, oilseeds, fruits, vegetables, tobacco 
and cotton etc ... 

Fishing is the other major potential of the economy as Eritrea is 
endowed with abundant fish and marine resources including shrimp 
and lobster beds, fish of every variety, tuna, mackerel, snapper, 
barracuda, . grouper, anchovy , sardine, shark of every type etc. 
Eritrea has over 1,000 km costal line of the Red Sea and a 
continental shelf shores covering over 52, 000 sq. km within thP. 
Eritrean exclusive economic zone2

; with pristine water capable of 
producing 66,000 tons of fish and sea food annually.The Eritrean 
Red Sea water consists of around 1,000 known species of fish and 
220 species of coral 3 • 

Although Eritrea at present, is not self-sufficient in f0od 
production and has partially been depending on imported fcod, 
agriculture and fishing together are believed to have significant 
contribution not only to revive the economy but also to generate 
substantial profit to potential investors. 

Ministry of Agriculture, Agricultural Development ?otentials and 
Constraints, September 1993, Asmara, Erjtrea P.4. 

Ministry of Marine Resources, Small Scale Investment 
Opportunities, Asmara, November 1994, page 3. 

1 

Ministry of Trade and Industry, A study Report on Marine 
Resources, submitted to National Business Conference and Exhibition 
of 12-14 December 1995, Asmara, Page 12. 
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1. Cereals 

Recent Trends 

The major traditional staple foods in Eritrea are sorghum, millet, 
wheat, barley, maize and taff. The current estimated crop 
production of cereals and is estimated at 122 thousand tons 
compared to the total notional annual food requirement of 579 
thousand tons•. To improve fcod production, the government has 
recently been shifting towards improved irrigated agriculture by 
encouraging the private sector to play as a lead actor. 

Table III.A-1: Food Crop production of Cereals, (1992-1994)~. 
( Thousands Tons ) 

Type of cereal 1992 1993 1994 1995 

Taff 15.60 2.22 14.85 5.76 Barley 29.89 9.73 29.42 27.95 Wheat 8.60 5.40 14.99 9.56 Maize 17.15 5.54 19.86 5.35 Sorghum 132.84 4.86 120.44 61. 01 Pearl Millet 31.30 4.38 42.48 9.33 Finger Millet 16.10 14.72 16.47 3.45 Total 251. 30 86.85 253.41 122.41 

The food produced in the last four years covered food starch 
requirements ranging from 3-6 months and the balance is imported. 
The imports of food items has increased from birr 112.88 million in 
1992 to birr 469. 57 m~_llion in 1994. Most of the cereals are 
imported from Ethiopia and the Sudan, except wheat and wheat flour 
which is often imported from the western countries. The annual 
value of export as percentage of imports has been growing from 6% 
in 1992 to 40% in 1995 mainly due to exports of live sheep and 
goats, sesame oil seeds and legumes. 

As a packages of the Agricultural Recovery and Rehabilitation 
Program for Eritrea, the IDA earmarked US$ 5.41 million for 
procurement of farm machinery, vehicles, office equipment and 
supplies. Italy committed US$ 5.01 million for the procurement of 
agricultural inputs like fertilizer, vegetables and forage seeds 
and pesticides EEC has earmarked US$ 4.34 million for procuring 
construction equipment and seeds. The Netherlands has allocated US$ 
1.43 million for the procurement of agricultural inputs (US$ 1.23 

Ministry of Agriculture, Preliminary crop Assessment 
Summdry 1995. 

~ !·'inistry of Agr1cu1-ture, Crop Procluctir,n 1992-19'::11,, Revisl><l 
Version ~ay 1995, Asmara, Eritre~. 
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million), training and technical assistance (US$ 0.20) 6 

Constraints and Prospects 

The major constraints in starch staple food production are rainfall 
uncertainty, pests outbreak and traditional farming. 

Small scale irrigations are mushrooming at an increasing rate as 
the government boosts irrigated agriculture through water 
harvesting. Since inde9endence, the government has been provi1ing 
farmers tractor hiring services and draught animals, motor pumps, 
farm tools, fertilizers and seed to promote food production. 

2 Pulses 

Recent Trends 

The highlands of Eritrea also grow pulses which serve as a domestic 
complimentary food sources. The following data pertain to 
production trends of pulses in the last four years. 

Table III A-2: Production of Pulses, 1992-1995 
( Thousand Tons ) 

Year 1992 1993 1994 1995 

Horse bean 2.6 0.61 2.02 1.07 Chick Pea 2.3 0.4 1.14 2.74 Field Pea 1.1 0.52 0.97 0.71 Total 6.00 1.53 4.13 4.52 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, a) Crop Production Asses$ment, 
Asmara 1992-1994, Revised Version May 1995, b) Preliminary Crop 
Assessment Summary of 1995, Asmara, 1995. 

Constraints & Prospects 

The traditional method of farming and unreliable rainfall 
contribute to low yield of pulses. 

Employment of modern agricultural techniques and inputs will 
increase thP. yield of pulses. 

~ Prog:am Manc:gement Unit (et-:U), F<t:!covr:·y aiid Reh-:Jbilit'1Lo\1 
?rogram for Fritrea. Fourth Quarterly Progress Report, ~ay - Se~tember 
1994, Asm~ra, Eritrea. ~p.32-34. 
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3 Oil Seeds 

Recent Trends 

Most part of the western lowlands of Eritrea are suitable for 
growing oil seeds. Particularly, sesame has high demand for export 
and domestic markets. The foilowing indicates the production of oil 
seeds in recent years. 

Table III A-3: Production of Oil Seeds 1992 - 1994 ( Thousand Tons ) 

Year 1992 1993 1994 1995 
Linseed 0.70 0.35 0.67 0.53 Ni hug 

0.40 0.02 Ground nut 0.40 3.36 1.51 0.27 Sesame 4.00 5.96 C.22 10.88 Total 5.10 9.67 8.80 11. 70 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, a) Crop Production Assessment, 
Asmara 1992 - 1994, Revised Version May 1995, b) Prelimin~ry 
Crop Assessment Summary, Asmara , 1995. 

Constraints & Prospects 

Despite the land is suitable for growing sesame, grcundnut and 
other oil seeds, the cultivated area is very limited owing to lack 
or shortage of agricultural inputs. As the result, the domestic oil 
pressing factories are in severe shortage of oil seed raw 
materials. 

Sesame production i '1 particular wi 11 be one of the leading oi 1 
seeds with high potential for export in the future. 

4. Fruits and Vegetables Processing 

Recent Trends 

Most farmers grow vegetables at a household level and to a small 
scale. Despite the fertile soil and favorable agro-climatic zones 
in the count·ry, the private sector has not yet come up with 
;ubstantial production of fruits and vegetables to the market. Some 
farmers have recently started to grow fruits in the western and 
eastern lowlands. On the ot~1er hand, El~bered, Ghindae & Mai-Aini 
Estate Farms as government owned agricul t.ural em:erprises currently 
grow citrus fruits and vegetables. 
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Table III.A-4: Production of citrus fruits & vegetables by State 
f arme of Elabered, Ghindae and MaiAini 1991-1995. 

(Tons) 

Year 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 
Orange 432 3033 3858 3528 3549 Lemon 150 1350 1150 937 537 Mandarin 127 340 429 396 272 Grape fruit 210 836 755 530 350 Grape vine 12 10 22 Papaya 1 1 34 638 655 Mar.go 355 317 470 417 Banana 1 25 17 Tomato 561 614 500 633 Tomato paste 533 570 486 586 1000 Green pepper 5 18 32 16 Total 1453 7051 7674 7652 7468 
Source Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Commercial Agriculture, Asmara 1995. 

The government allocated additional investment worth of birr 9 
million to rehabilitate the Elabered farm. The government's policy 
is to privatize the estate farms and in essence, interested parties 
have alrea1y been invited to buy these farms. 

Constraints & Prospects: 

Investment in irrigated agriculture is relatively low 
infrastructures pertaining to marketing have not been 
developed. 

In the future it i::; expected that the private sector will 
irrigated agriculture attractive and commercially viable. 

S Tobacco 

Recent Trends 

and 
yet 

find 

Private farmerd in the vicinity of Toccombia and Gash river are 
encouraged by the government to plan~ tobacco through irrigation 
during the dry season; and to use t~e same area to grow sorghum or 
sesame us in~: rt'.lin-f ed agri ::ul tu re in summer. There is also a state 
owned virginia type tobacc~ plantati0n where the tying dnd curing 
sections are ins~all~d, whi~h supplies the private farmers tobacco 
seedling. 
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There is one factory that process tobacco leaves in the country 
with a total production of 250 tons comprising ot 210 tons for 
smoking cigarettes and the remaining 40 tons being for chewing 
cigarette. The country imports substantial tobacco raw materials for 
the State owned factory since this tobacco plantation only 
sa~isfies about 5%-10% of the raw material demands of the factory. 

Since 1992 the government has invested on the farm so that it will 
supply about 140 tons of tobacco leaves in the coming 5 years. By 
the end of 1997, it is anticipated that the current domestic market 
of 60% will be raised to 100% as the result of this new plantation. 
Moreover, it is also hoped that exports of tobacco products will 
start within the coming 5 years. 

Constraints and Prospects: 

Tobacco plantation is stipulated to be a major source of cash 
income to the farmers and a source of foreign exchange to the 
nation. There is an extensive area on the river banks that can be 
developed in the future. 

8. Fishing 

Recent Trends: 

In 1950-60s, fish production, mainly for export, was over 25,000 
tons per year, but this decreased to 21, 000 tons in 1966 and 
further dropped to 14,000 tons in 1967 mainly due to the closure of 
Suez Canal. The intensification of the armed struggle provoked a 
further decline to 4,000 tons in 1972 and CLllapsed to only 328 
tons in 1980. Current production is close to 1,000 tons per year'. 

Many foreign companies have shown interest in investing to exploit 
the living marine resources and since 1994, ten companies signed 
agreements to commence operation by investing little over 20 
million US dollars8

• 

Constraints & Prospects: 

The absence of infrastructure facilities is the bottle neck and 
investment iP fishing industry and other marine resources compared 
to the potential of the Red Sea is at its lowest ebb. 
Eritrea is endowed with extensive resources of fish and other 
marine resources for export markets. 

1 Ministry of Marine Resources, ibid, Page 3. 

8 Ibid, Page 13. 
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III.B TEXTILES & CLOTHING 

1 Cotton 

Resource Base: 

The western lowlands and the south eastern lowlands of Eritrea .c>re 
suitable for cotton plantation. The potential for cotton plantation 
is particularly suitable along the Gash river al though a very 
limited area has been developed. Alighider Estate Farm is the only 
large scale irrigation scheme in the country that exploits the 
river Gash since 1928. Alighider farm was a 16,000 hectare 
concession located on the left bank of the Gash and developed by 
S.I.A pvt. Ltd. Co. Of this area, 8268 hectares were equipped for 
irrigation and over 5000 ha. have been yearly devoted for cotton 
plantation. Near the farm, there is a 10 million meter cube 
capacity reservoir for additional irrigation. 

Recent trends 

The plantation is producing long staple Acala type cotton, from 
which 35% lint cotton, 58% seed and 7% trash is extracted. 
Currently, the three textile industries are able to get a supply of 
cotton sufficient for seven months from limited state and smal 1 
scale private owned cotton plantations that are existing. The raw 
cotton is ginned in one of the textile factories, the lint cotton 
is sold to the three textiles factories and the cotton seed is sold 
to one edible oil factory. 

During the war it has not been possible to grow cotton on 
commercial basis but since 1993 the area for cotton cultivation has 
been increasing. In 1994, 31% of the annual demand of textile 
industries was satisfied and in 1995 about 65% of the annul demand 
for cotton of the textile industries is satisfi~d at full capacity 
in three shifts. 

Table III.B-1: Cotton Production in Aligheder, 1993-1995 

Year 

Area (Ha) 
Raw Cotton (Tons) 

1993 

406 
460 

1994 

2441 
4300 

1995 

3854 
6937 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Aligidir Agricultural Development 
Project, Asmara 1995. 

There are three public factories that produce cotton yarn and 
fabrics, and acrylic-yarn fabrics. The total demand of cotton by 
these textile factories is about 4830 tons of lint cotton per year. 
While these three factories together are getting raw cottnn 
sufficient for seven months from the domestic sources at present, 
the balance is being imported mainly from Ethiopia. It is estimated 
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that the total demanc< of the existing textile industries in the 
country will be satisf.ed in 1997 and export of cotton is pro}ecten 
thereafter. In addi~ion, the expansion of cotton plantation will 
also supply the cotton seed requirements of the oil pressing 
industries that are currently importing. 

Since Apri !. 1993, Subs tan ti al amot•nt of mac~inery, equipment and 
manpower have been allocated to make it commercially viable. 
The Short term plat:"- of Aligider project is to cultivate 5000 
he~tares of cotton to accommodate textile demand of cotton and to 
install jinnery, store seed delineating and briquette plant in the 
short run;;and is to build a dam to su9ply a continuous flow of 
irrigatiou wciLt:!L Lu Al .i.y.i.ul;;;!J.
~an ~~ able t0 Ctilt.i.vate 
"-eget;~bles, for export. 

Constraints & Prospects 

i;a u j t:L: i_ 

12,vnv 
.1.11 i.:.i1e lvi"1y Lt:!u11 
ha of ..:0ttoi1, f.cu.i ts .. ..-. 

C1HU 

The cotton plantation requires huge initial capital outlay for the 
a(:(fu.i.::..i.i...i.uu u.l i11t:Oavy uuLy li1aL..i.i.i.1ieLy .i.1!L.luuif19 bulJ.uu:t.f:.lS, graders 
auu t:!Jl.~C1VC11..UJ.::'. t:!LI...: ••• DUl.. 1 Llit: f>Cly uo(;fl. f't!L.i.uJ .i.::; .lct_iu;::L- _,i_:iu1.L'-"L 
a1iu Lhe .i:evt:f1ue uff::;.::t.:. U-u::: lf1cli.L-i.-ed costs s.inci: cotton c011u-1lC:.11<l::, 
h.i.yhei.· fll"iC8:5 h1 the .i.i1te.cnat.i.u11al ii1a.Lh.t:L. Tht:: .l:J.L l vi.Lt:: ::.t:~ LvL 
.l:Jcu.L.l.~ulaL}y ;__111::: u~muu~l.l.:.£.t::u [.i.yl1Lt:i iiavt: :i".LCILLtc:•:l \.:OLi.(ui i;J.i.anlaL.011 
lu ~uvfH:' La L.i. v t:: auu J:'L'" .i vC. Le \. 1jmf1a11y L UL m::. cuiu tht •:JU V "":!.L 1Uilt::U L 
::.i..Luuyly ::.u.l:J.l:JULi.::. i.in:! mu~h.i:uu!ll.iug p:i.-.L•ati::: venture5 in the L.0Ll~Ou 

vlCin tei i...i.on. 

2. Down-Fibre 

Resource Base 

Natural doum-palm trees as sources for jute for the existing fibre 
industry as well as dough nut for potential butt.on industLi es also 
grow in Barka, Gash Setit and Denkel provinces extensiv2ly. 
However, the fibre processing from Doum palm trees is currentl11 

confined to the vicinity 0f Agordat-an administrative capital of 
Barka province. There are suitable areas on the eastern 
escarpments in which sisal production had been tested in the past 
and that can be rehabilitated and expanded in the future. 

Recent trends 

There is one public owned factory that produces sacks from jute and 
fibers. Until recently, the sack and fibre factory used to import 
from B;:ingladesh 3965 metric tons of jute, knif, coating and 
patching material:-; annually rit an average cost of birr 17. 3 
million. 
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An investment of birr 10.6 million h?s been made after liberation 
to t~habilitate the doum-fibre project in the town of Agordat which 
had been closed for decades. 

Since the first quarter of 1995, the duom-fibre project has 
start~d p~uduction and is substituting approximately 2C% of the 
jute impc~ts (about 278 metric tons) of the Sack and fibre factory. 

~oneLraints and Prospects: 

Thi· dou.m-fibre processing and sisal pr">duction require initially 
suLstantial investment. There is extensive coverage of doum-palm 
trees and there abundant land that can be provided for investors on 
concession basis for growing sisal. 

3. Garments 

Resource Base 

According to the 1994-94 statistics of the Ministry of Finance and 
development, the textiles and clothing industry annually import and 
export crude and manufactured items worth of birr 132 million and 
birr 37 million. While consolidated information is not available 
regardin~ the private sector's annual turnover, the public 
enterprises alone generate about Birr 53 million of salf' ~ annu<:illy. 
The garment factories totally depend on imported raw materials. 

Recent trends 

There are one public and eighty-nine private small scale in the 
clothing industry. Out of the ninety factories, seventy-five are 
engaged in the processing of sweaters fro~ acrylic and wool yarnR 
and the remaining 15 are engaged in the productio~ of ready ~ade 
garments. 

The total investment is birr 17 million, consisting of birr 5 
million in the public and birr 12 million in the private sectors. 

Constraints and Prospects 

The strategic location of Eritrea permits it to be a center of 
services and facili~ies and new investment in garment industries 
can produce to meet the substantial demand fo1· uniforms local l~· and 
to promote expert to the neighboring countrias. 
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r:::::r .c £.EATHER & FOOTWEAR 

Leather 

Resource base 

Eritrea is one of the countries in the Horn of Africa endowed with 
a large number of livestock. Although as the result of the war and 
drought, the livestock population was severely been reduced from 
the mid of the 1970s to early 1990s, the present peace and 
stability has enabled the these animals to revive both in number 
and quality. The table below indicates the potential source for 
leather processing and foot wear. 

Table III. C: Estimated Number of Ruminants & Cattle. 

Year 
1928 

1938 
1946 
1965 
1973 
1987 
1990 
1991 
1992 

(Thousands} 
Goats/Sheep 

1,897 
1,491 
2,200 
3,200 
5,000 
3,001 
2,538 
1,738 
4,950 

591 
1,200 
1,300 

2,500 
970 
942 
538 

1,300 

Cattle 
749 

Source: IFAD, Eastern Lowlands, Wadi Rehabilitation Project Report 
February, 1994, Annex 1 page 52. 

After independence, the livestock number has started to increase, 
hence, at present the supply of hides dnd skins to the leather and 
foot~ear industries is growing. Th~ tannery and pickling industries 
mainly depend on domestic hideG and skins as their raw mate4·ials, 

Recent Trends 

There are seven (two public and five private) factories which are 
engaged in tannery and pick~ ing process At full capacity, the 
tanneries :import about 588 tons of hides and skins from Ethiopia 
and the Sudan in addition to d~mestic supply annually. Besides, the 
tanneries and foot wear fc:ctories require about 4323 tons of 
imported chemicals per year. 
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Table III.C-2 Production of Hides & Skins (thousand units) 

Year Hides Sheep Skins Goat Skins 
1984 70 122 182 
1985 78 160 178 
1986 60 119 228 
1987 62 118 195 
1988 52 156 240 
1989 56 190 249 
1990 49 186 220 
1991 
1992 54 131 182 
1993 54 165 234 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture 

The exports pertaining to hides ana skins for selected years are 
indicated in the table below. 

Table III.C-3 Export of Hides & Skins,1994-1992 

Year 

1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 

Hides 

52 
37 

20 
21 

(Thousand units) 

Raw Processed 

Sheep 
Skins 

166 
126 

70 

12 

Goat 
Skins 

161 
226 
414 

15 

Hides 

5 
22 
28 
18 

15 
9 

324 
37 

Sheep 
Skins 

120 
186 
300 
240 
586 
216 
237 

49 
261 

Goat 
Skins 

166 
258 
417 
348 
486 
240 
354 

72 
210 

Total 

670 
855 

1229 
606 

1072 
471 
600 

330 
529 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Annual Reports of 1984-1993. 

The total investment in this leather and footwear industrial sub 
sector is birr 69 million of which ~irr 53 million in the public 
and birr 16 million in the private sector. 

Constraints & Prospects: 

Inadequacy of veterinary services and traditional skinning and skin 
handling :ncrease the size of defective raw hides and skins 
supplies to the indust~y. 
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Livestock raising is predominant in Eritrea and the value of 
livestock to the farmers is ielatively higher compared to the food 
crop production. The phenomenon encourages livestock breeders and 
leather and foot wear, meat processing and soap manufacturing 
industries will have abundant supply for domestic use and for export. 

2 Foot Wear and other leather products 

Resource Base 

The footwear pro~essing industries depend on the domestic supplies 
of processed leather. Leather shoes, Ldather jackets, belts, 
leather bags, etc are produced locally. While Some of the shoes and 
leather jackets are exported the other products are being produced 
mainly for domestic use. 

Recent Trends 

There are 28 (three public and twenty-five private) foot wear 
processing factories in the country of which five are government 
owned and thirty are private small scale industries which are 
engaged in the manufacturing of foot wear and various leather products. 

Constraints and Prospects 

The machinery that process foot wear and other leather products are 
outdated. Additional investment in this sub sector will increase 
competitiveness in the quality of products and thereby exports can 
be promoted. 
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III.D WOOD & WOOD PRODUCTS 

The resource base 

The intensive utilization of wood for construction ar.d fuel for 
decades coupled with the recurrent drought, the country is left 
only with 0.4% forest area. As a result of this Eritrea has only 
furniture producing factories which depend on imported intermediate 
wooden raw materials which includes mainl;• play wood, chip wood, 
formica and faizit wood. 

Recent trends 

There are three public owned and eighty private small scale 
furniture manufacturing enterprises employing about 207 people. 
It is e£timated that this ~ub sector imports semi processed wood 
worth of birr 22 million a~d exports manufactured wood worth of 
birr 3 million annually (see Tables III.D-1 and III.D-2). 

The total investment made in this sub sector is about birr 14.7 
million. 

Constraints & Prospects 

Though, there is high demand for wood in the country there is a 
severe shortage of domestic supply to the manufacturing and 
construction industries. The only prospective is that the 
government has launched both public and pr. ivate afforestation 
program which includes enclosures and indigenous as wP.11 as exotic 
tree plantation. 
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III.E OIL REFINERY 

Resource base: 

Crude oil for refining is purchased and imported by Ethiopia in 
accordance with the bilateral agreements made between Eritrea and 
Ethiopia. From the imported crude oi:;, different products includin<;; 
liquid petroleum gas (LAG), regular benzin, Jet A-1 kerosene, gas
oil, furnace oil and bitumen are extracted. 

Additionally, Eritrea also imports fuel minerals lubricants and 
related materials (see annex 3). Some companies have started 
searching oil deposits along the Red sea coasts. The Ministry of 
Mines, Energy and Water Resources, has given permission to an 
American oii exploring company to search oil along the Red-Sea 
Coasts. 

Recent trends 

There is one State owned crude oil refining industry in Eritrea 
which is located at the port of Assab. This factory was established 
in 1967. The total annual production capacity of the refinery at 
present is 800,000 tons. It generates 866.6 million liters and the 
sales value is estimated at birr 1005 .8 million. Out of these 
products about 8% is consumed domesticdlly, 80% consumed by 
Ethiopia and the remaining 12% is exported to other countries. 

Table III.E-1: Production of Assab Oil Refinery (1991-1995) 
(Thousand Tons) 

Year 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 

Production 600 700 740 740 800 

After the rehabilitation of the refinery production has reached 
gridually to 800,000 tons. The variety and share of the outputs are 
c!assified into the following proportions: 
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Table III.E-2: Crude Oil Processing By Assab Refinery and Products 

Type of output (Tons) Percent(%) 

1. Liqui~ petroleum gas 6080 1 
2. Regular benzin 121040 15 
3. Jet-A I-kerosene 67760 8 

4. Gas oil 193600 24 
5. Furnace oil 328560 41 
7. Bitumen 22240 3 
8. Refinery loss 60720 8 

Total 800000 100% 

Source: Ministry of Mines, Energy & Water, Asmara, 1995 

The initial investment made in the industry was about 125.7 mill1on 
of which about one third of it is depreciated and since 1991, a 
total of birr 3.5 million additional investment hds been made on 
the refinery. 

Constraints & Prospects 

The entire machinery for the refinery was made by and imported from 
the Soviet Union. The current constraint of the refinery is 
shortage of spare parts and lack of technical Experts. 
In the near future, the capacity will be r«ised to 1.1 million tons 
and thereby the eight main types of oi 1 products wi 11 
proportionally increase. Eritrea is believed to have natural gas 
and oil deposits along the Red Sea coast:3 where companies have 
already started searching. 
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III.F CHEMICALS 

1. SALT 

The resource base 

Eritrea has about 1100 km coastal line along the Red Sea. The high 
salinity of the Red Sea and large flat area close to the sea with 
high temperature to accelerate evaporation puts Eritrea as one of 
the large salt producers of the world. 

Recent Trends 

In 1907 the Italians established a salt works industry for the 
first time at Massawa followed by another salt work establishment 
at Assab. Technologically, Eritrean Salt Works are equipped with 
old and outdated equipment. However, the government is 
rehabilitating and expanding the Eri trean Salt Works with the 
objective of bringing them to their original production capacity 
and at the same time refining the output to promote exports. 

Besides, to control iodine deficiency disorder and to participate 
in the global effort on 
deficiency disorder by the 
cooperation with UNICEF 
program. 

going program of eliminating iodine 
year 2000, the government of Eritrea in 
has implemented the salt iodination 

At present, the two salt work factories in the two Eritrean ports 
of Assab and Massawa are operating below their potential 
capacities. The existing capacity is planned to expand to 400 
thousand tons as there are abundant space and raw materials. 

Production has increased from 43 thousand to 755 thousand tons 
during the last five years. Of the total production in the five 
years, 657 thousand tons of salt was exported and sold for birr 307 
million. 
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Table III.F-1: Salt Production At Massawa & Assab Ports, 1991-1995. 

-, 

Additio 
nal 

Produc- Export invest-
tion in ment Year '000 tons 

Tons Mill. Mill. 
'000 birr birr 

1991 42.63 35.73 20.39 0.01 
1992 115.06 95.27 50.88 5.69 
1993 135.57 129.38 63.42 5.55 
1994 157.03 122.10 55.82 2.43 
1995 305.12 274.34 116.68 4.14 
Total 755.41 656.82 307.19 17.82 

Source: Ministry of Trade and Industry, Asmara, 1995. 

The total initial balance of investment made on the two salt works 
was birr 19 million of which about 90% was depreciated. During the 
last five years about 18 million additional investment has been 
made to rehabilitate the two factories. 

Constraints and Prospects: 

The major constraint is market limitation as the freight charges 
are exorbitant. 

The expansion will significantly increase the foreign exchange of 
the country as more than 90% of the salt product is exportable. 
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III.G NON-METALLIC MINERALS 

The strongest economic potential for the Eritrean indusLries lies 
in the fact that Eritrea is rich in various non-metallic mineral 
resources, including granite, marble, slate, limestone, potash, 
sulphur, gypsum, silica sand, feldspar, mica and asbestos. Silica 
sand, and marble are available abundantly for the glass industry. 

1. Cement 

Resource Base 

At present, the cement products are highly demanded by the domestic 
needs of national reconstruction of housing and basic 
infrastructures. The major raw materials of the cement plant are 
available on the Red Sea coasts in abundance; while paper bags and 
chemicals are imported. 

Recent Trends 

There is one cement factory in Eritrea located in the Red Sea coast 
at: Massawa port. The factory at present has an a!lnual production 
capacity of 500 thousand tons of cement. Eritrea is now in the 
process of national reconstruction practically in every aspect of 
infrastructure, including roads, bridges, shelter etc and hence the 
domestic supply of cem~nt is far uelow the enormous demand. 

Constraints & Prospects 

The cement industry needs large scale investment which the country 
can not afford and requires foreign loan and investment for the 
acquisition of machinery and technology. Since there is abundant 
raw material available within the country, the costs can be traded 
off and investment in this sector is hence rewarding. The cement 
plant will have a positive forward linkage to the national 
reconstruction and rehabilitation of Eritrea in the short run and 
will generate a substantial foreign exchanges in the long run. 
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2. Glass 

Resource Base 

As indicated earlier, silica, as the chief raw material component, 
is one of the highest q·.1ali ties by world standards extensively 
available in range of mountains in the southern parts of Eritrea. 
More than 84% of the value of the raw materials for the glass 
industry are from the local mineral resources. 

Recent trends 

There is one glass factory in Eritrea which produces bottles and 
glass cups for the domestic market and for export mainly to 
Ethiopia. The following data reveal the production of three years. 

Table :III.G-1 

Year 
1992 
1993 
1994 

Production of glass 1992-1995 
(Tons) 

Production 
6510 

60684 
49851 

Source: Ministry of 'l"rade and Industry, Asmara, 1995. 

The factory's machinery is depreciated fully and is outdated that 
at present it has completely stopped production and is being 
dismantled. Instead, a pre-feasibility study to expand the glass 
industry is underway that paves the way to potential investors. It 
is stipulated in the preliminary study that the said project will 
have a production capacity of 70 tons per day. The estimated 
initial investment cost in this project is about birr 317 million. 

Constraints and Prospects 

The glass industry requires heavy investment. The major advantage 
in investing in such an industry is that almost the entire raw 
materials are locally available and therefore, will significantly 
-~bstitute imports and promote exports, especially, to the 
neighboring Middle East and African countries. 
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III.H METALLURGY 

Resource Base 

Major metallic elemen~s such as iron, gold, silver, copper, zinc, 
lead, nickel and chromium etc have been identified as potential deposits. 

Substantial amounts of gold exists in the central high lands 
including Medrizien, Adishimagle, Hara Hot, Adinefas, Dibarwa, 
Adirasi; in the Gash-seti t area including Augaro, Damishoba, 
Antore, Sosena and Shelalo; and in southern Seraye. The average 
head grade in the most of the mine sites was found to be as high as 
25-45 grams per ton with reasonably good percentages of recovery 
after milling. Silver occurs in small quantities associated with 
the auriferous ore of Okere, Biscia and Chenaudi. Silver is also 
found in association with other metals in Dibar~a and Adi-Nefas. 
Base Metals mainly copper, zinc, and lead sulphide have been known 
to be found in Asmara region. Nickel, Chromium, Asbestos deposits 
(with nickel contents of up to 4%) occur in northern Eritrea 
bordering Sudan'. 

1. Iron & Steel 

Resource base 

Economic iron ore deposits occur in the areas of Agemeda, Sabur, 
Gedem Mountains, Wekiro area, Hamasien Plateau laterites and 
Mt.Tullilui. The iron ores range from sync genetic to manganic 
ferrous iron ore; residual deposits to heavy mineral ore 
concentrates associated with beach sand10 • 

This metal has not yet been exploited for commercial purposes. 
With the exception of some local scrap metals required by the 
foundries, the entire raw mater .i.al requirements of the steel 
industry are imported. 

Recent Trends 

The iron and steel industry in 
processing, household and office 
assembling. 

Eritrea is engaged 
furniture production, 

in steel 
and bus 

Ministry of Trade and Industry, Study Report on Mineral 
Resources, National Business Conference and Exhibition, ibid P. 15. 

10 Ibid. 
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There are two major steel plants within this metal ;ndustry one 
engaged in metal works with products of nails, bed springs, 
galvanized wire and another metal work with rolling mill, and 
electric-arc furnace project which produce reinforcement bars, 
wire rod and billets from domestically available scrap metals. 
One of these steel factories is a bus assembling factory which is 
capable of assembling an average of 10 bus~s annually for the 
domestic and Ethiopian markets. 

A new electric- arc furnace expansion project of the steel factory 
is under installation. 

Constraints & Prospects 

HugP. investment requirement to modernize the steel industrial 
technology and prices of imported iron and steel has been 
increasing. Exploitation of j ron deposits and installation of 
moder~ machines to melt local scrap of iron and steel which will 
enhance production for domestic use as well as for export. 

2. Non - ferrous metals 

Resource base 

Geologists confirm that the eastern lowlands, the western lowlands 
and the central highlands are also endowed with non-ferrous 
metallic minerals. These minerals have neither been exploited nor 
been made co1lIDercially viable. At present, almost all non-ferrous 
metals are major importers of raw materials and thP-re is small 
export of aluminum products. 

Aluminum 

Recent Trends 

During the Italian colonization period some gold mining areas have 
been identified and quarrying activities were carried out at 
Adinifas, Augaro and other areas. In the early 70s, a copper mining 
industry was operating at Debarwa (30 ks south of Asmara) by a 
Japanese Nippon Co. As the result of the war, this industry was 
compelled to close its business in 1974 and since then the copper 
deposit site has been idle. 
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There are four public industries engaged in processinq non-~errous 
metals products. While tt·.ree ot them are producing household 
utensils made of aluminuw, one indust~y produces corrugated 
galvanized sheet of zinc. The three factories dnnually import about 
1096 tons of aluminum and 160 tons of tin plate sheet, while the 
corrugated galvanized sheet producing factory imports about 374 
tons of zinc ingot and sheets. The three aluminu~ factories produce 
mainly enamel, aluminum and tin plates, and various types of 
household utensils for export. 

Table III.H-1: Exports of Aluminum Products, 1991-1994. 
(Million Birr) 

Item/Year 1991 1992 1993 1994 
Enamel 0.60 1.80 3.70 3.90 Aluminum 0.03 0.20 :: . 30 0.90 Tin plates 0.08 0.06 0.60 0.60 Other utensils 0.60 LOO 1. 40 1.80 

Total 1.31 3.06 7.00 7.20 

Source: Ministry of Trade and .":::::!:1stry, Asmara, 1995 . 

The government is conducting feasibility studies and has issued 
licenses to local and international companies which are currently 
engaged in searchinq of non-ferrous metals. 

Constraints & Prospects 

Machineries and technologies are very outdated. Ther::~ is high 
demand for the aluminum products both locally and internationally. 
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III .J MACHINERI and TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT 

Resource Base: 

This sub sector is practically non existent and the entire 
machin~ry and transport equipment are imported. 

Recent Trends 

In the last four years the amounts of imports and exports 
concerning machinery and transport equipme~t indicated that of the 
total imports only 1% is expL~ted while 99% of the trade balance is 
a deficit as exhibited in Table III.K-1 below. The average value of 
imported machinery and transport equipment of 1994-1995 was worth 
of Birr 0ne billion 

The imports value increased from birr 367 million in 1992 to birr 
1,993 million in 1994. This is an increase by 5.43 times. 
Exports increased from birr 46 million in 1992 to birr 397 million 
in 1994 by 8.63 times. Since 1993 exports are 20% of imports in 
general. 
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ANNEXES OF STATISTICAL TABLES 

A-1: Exports of Food Products, 1994 & 1995 ... 
1.Food & Live 1994 1994 1995 

Bovines, sheep and 3,234 9,510 6,707 

14 1 

4 9 235 

4 221 

Cereals husked and 6 2 
n 

Wheat wholly 2,548 10,004 3,908 

17 138 99 

35 

120 

262 1,353 596 

211 
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Coffee and tea 318 305 

7 

689 1,172 1,664 

839 2,577 839 

6 

Linseed l_Q___ 
Source: Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 

A-2 : Imports of food products, 1994-1994 
(Ttiousands Birr) 

2 9 

not 74 

8,736 

4 

li-->':.=a..!~""---"'-"-~_._!m:L>..L..!OL......_..,.......~o.u_.-~~~~'---'----~7~7~-'-~~-3..Q_·~~I 

maize, 44 597 46,383 20,687 

Ce ea 1 s huskec _. ________ _._ ____ __._ __ -=-=1 __ ..__ __ _ 



26 

Rice 1.206 301 21 _j 

WhP;:it who_lly mil led 8. l Ql 1.352 -
('pp::>.::>l ffiP.:::11~ - 4R 487 

Cereal milled (sorghum & - 315 -
maize) 

Poo corn arain 587 2 211 Ii 

r.:::inned nnn corn - 384 - ·-
Mri.caroni. sn.:::inhi:>tti etc 1 566 1.819 676 --·-
Ri~r1iits & similar orodt1r~!':. 1. 2Qfi 681 528 

W,Jr~ed !;ereal me2I~ {FAFA) - 14 4 

Pot;:ito<not sweet) 42 113 52 

Legumes whether not husked 11,898 3,297 -
& firnkP.n 

Tnmrirn Q - -
Oninn rinci aeirlic 7RQ 2.0?.0 -

Other ve9etables 
areen ch1lic::>!=;) 

(lettuce, - 165 -

Powdered legumes and 
veaPtrthles 

1,869 994 2,341 

Canned vegetables and 4 3 4 
fruirs nrec:.ir:>ryi:>n 

Canned vegetable, not 499 3 -
nrP~PrvPn 

Fruits(orange,lemon,apple, 881 1,200 600 
brin.ana) 

Grdpes, raisins for 35 26 94 
innn~rrial use 
Powdered fruit for 217 91 1,771 
h"ver;:ines 

.T;:im nrnrln~ts ( canni:>n) 202 ?.Hi 6 

Fruit and vegetable 
(oranae etc) 

juices 330 129 235 

1'nm . .::.t-n ; 11 ice - 24 ?26 

DritPS 262 1.7.04 -
Fruits & 
( s:~mneQ l 

vegetation - 95 -

Su~c 21,234 36_, 30~--- 45,946 -

Suaar confectionerv 447 41 555 

Honev 59 23.059 --2.1..i.._._ 
Chew i n.g__qum 1 251 - 126 -
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-
Sna.::ir and honey Qt:odi.u:t~ "11 5 28 -
rnffpp hP.::ins wi t-h h11sk>i__. 1SQ c:; l -
C'offpp hqskon 1 657 2.6Ql 3.42Q 

Roasted and ~~ound coffee 4 5 - ~ with and wit qut ~0nirjv:>.d 

Cocoa oowder - 23 - -
Chocolate and other cocoa 255 4 8 
nrpn.::ir;:i.ti.on 

TPa 1o;:ivps for rPt-rii li11a 413 c:;oq 2 472 

TP.::i leaves in ,...ans or hnvf"s - 1.RSS -
Food spices mustard, ginger, 182 1,370 1,614 

--:, -r 

Coffee and tea spices 1,022 I 74 -
r cloves condiments ) 

Anim;:il fnnn Q6 - -
M;:ira.::irine - 21 -

'l'nm;:it-n san,...e 654 249 -
Soups and broths in liauicl 101 27 733 
and ~nlid or nnwdered 

. 

Natural 
nnwrlPrs 

yeast, baking 610 1,836 830 

Vinegar and substitutes for - 1 -
vinegax:: 
M;:il t 117 1 OQ3 140 

Ot:hi:>r erlihlP nrorlnctsfN E Sl - I SQ 

Barlev unmilled - - 2 

Maize unmillPn - - 54 ·-
Snrahum unmill~d - - 3 124 

Taff unrnilled - - 15 520 

Wheat- f lo11r - - 1.268 

Bran, sharps and other - - 4 
ri:>sidue of cen;:al~ 

Oil cakes and residue of - - 93 
sesame cotton seed, 
~nlid or oowder 

peanut 

Table mineral water (bottled 163 177 -
& ,....::\nned l 

~N.Qn_Al~lllli.c....-13..aJ..c r a a es 169 l1A lAQ ·-
__ M.alt.e.d E_er _&___s to_u..t_.b_ee.r_ 990 __8_4.5_ ?.Q4 ---
~Q.P.e l!l!J.H t_j_!LJ f:',_rl!L~IJ.t~t__i OQ __ - 7 ----- -----
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.---------~------------r--- --..-------....------

Beverages with high 
alcoholic contents 

1,723 3,534 775 

Tobacco, unmanufactured 
T r 

Tobacco for chewing sn~ff 
etc 

23 

14 

1 

1 600 

2 

1 

Source: Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 

A-3 Exports of Textile Exports, 1994-1995 
(Thoueands Birr ) 

Item 1994 1994 1995 

1,164 

448 1,545 

4 

4 

1,250 3,174 

97 676 318 

1 22 

3,794 4,124 4,041 

Cotton carded or 28 349 
co ed --- - -----

Source: Ministry Of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 

1 
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A-4 Imports of Textile l!DJ>orts, 1994 - 1995 
(Thousands Birr) 

cotton not 
carded or 

r 

rn 

Cotton 
. 1 

Textiles made 
of artificial 

4,345 

1,858 

17 

871 

6 

14,798 

7 

47 

25 

3,804 

304 

---
49 

81 

540 1 

1,177 2,779 

1 

207 1 

386 

194 452 

17,991 17,921 

34 2,633 

5 

34 

3,413 

884 1,038 

2 1 1 

38 

126 66 

--'-
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I 

Transmission, 31 19 -
conveyor, or 
elevator belts 
from textile 
m;:it-Pri~l 

Nylon yarn for 910 505 -
c:w"'a~or 

Mnsouito net ti An 1 . 
SlPPnino h;:ia - 7 -

Bed linen bed 
cover table 

434 1,062 535 

linen kitchen 
and toilet 
t-nwels 

11 g 15 

Blanket and 573 715 2,577 
travelling 
h;:,ns 

Others 11 197 25,633 
t-ovt-iles 

Fabrics woven, - - 33 
made from 
;:inimal hairs 

Fabrics woven - - 40 
of flax and 
nthE>r fihrP 

Fabrics woven - - 5,164 
of ;ut-P --
fabrics, wo·.ren - - 200 
n.e.s 

Product of - - .., 
I 

textile 
mat-Prial 

Tar~aulin, -
sai s for 

- 4,864 

boats tents - -- -- ..:~~.;=-..,;:~:..:_.---=.;!. 

Source: M1n1stry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 199S. 
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31. 

A-5: Exports of Leather & Footwear, 1994-95. 
(Thousands Birr) 

11 

2 2 

parts of 1,714 37 

Leather ( tanned 3,234 
skin and hides 
Source: Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 

A-6: Imports of Leather & Foot Wear, 1994-1995. 
( Thousands Birr) 

Item 

Hides & skins of 

Bovine hides & 
skins 
tanned untanned 

Finished leather 
in sheets, roles 
of belts of 

Leather in pieces 
for eyeglass 
holders etc. 

1994 

7 

4 

30 

r 
1994 

4 h 

19 

2 

58 

213 

234 

Source: Ministry Finance and Development Asmara, 1995. 

r 
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A-7: Exports of Wood and Wood product 1994-1995 
(Thousands Birr) 

Item 

Wood for 
construction 

Wooden frames for 

Other articles of 
manufactured wood 

1994 
3rd Quarter 

17 

4 

85 

1994 
4th 

80 

4 

I 

1995 
1st Quarter 

174 

Source: Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 

A-8: Imports of Wood & Wood Products, 1994-1995 
(Thousands Birr} 

Item 

Wood for 

Wood roughly 
s uared 

Wooden flooring 
n~ni:>l 

Wooden boxes and 
'f-rnrk~ 

Bamboo and reed 
furnitur~ 

Wooden handles and 
mnn.~l~ 

Wooden picture 
fr~mP~ 

'leneers, ~lywood, 
chio woo etc 

1994 3rd 1994 4th 1995 1st 

712 706 

2,461 3,248 5,266 

- 10 -

6 24 -

1 - -

1 76 -

176 22 -

696 2,882 -



33 

Wooden frames for 1,958 28 -
windows and doors 
and other 
r-ArnPnrrv work~ 

Wooden walking 12 13 -
sticksf whips, 
umhrel rl hrinrile 

Wooden table 39 1 -
lamps, cutlery, 
trays, plates and 
ot:hPr r:nrin wnrkc: 

Bamboo carpets and 1 5 -
mrlt"!=: 

Other articles of 6 3 -
wnorl 

Wooden hives, - 6 -
incubat-nrs 

Wood for match I - 741 -
stirkc; 

Kitchen utensils I - 32 -
nf wood 

I Densif ied wood - 1 5 
blackhnarrl 

Plywood panel 
lami:>nti:><'l 

and - - 2,385 

Packing and cable - - 2 
rlr11m~ nf wood 

I Casks barrels, - - 1 
vat-s tqhPS et-r_ 

Wooden builders - - 140 
carpentrl and 
joiners or doors 
Anrl winnow!': 

Manufacturers of - - 119 
wood for domestic 
use ·-I Manufactured - - 332 

,~articles qf wood I I _J 

Source: Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 
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A-9 Exports of Paper and Pulp Products, 1994-95 
( Thousands Birr) 

Ite:m 

Cleaning tissues 
imported to be 

1994 
3rd Quarter 

21 

1994 
4th 

184 

1995 
1st Quarter 

Paper cartons and 1 
cases 

Source: Minist~y of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 

A-10: Imports of Paper & Pulp Products, 1994-95 
(Thousands Birr) 

printing paper for 
w r 

paper for art ~ 

silver coated 

baper & paper 
oard cut to size 

tor cigarette & 

r 

68 

30 

4 

44 

18 

l.8 

27 

1,759 

206 257 

114 423 

4 

4 524 

r:: 

12 11 

a 70 

27 



tracing 
drafting,duplicati 
ng photocopy paper 

articles of paper 
for 
calculation,regist 
er t 1 x 

box file & flat 

paper in 

clean size tissues 
imported to be 
manufacture and 
otheL.__ 

564 

28 

63 

24 

408 

6 

2,450 

35 

318 323 

4 

37 

25 

103 

639 

242 

337 

1,470 

81 72 

Source: Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 

A-11: Imports of Petroleum Products 1994-95 
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A-11: Imports of Petroleum Products 1994-95 
(Thousands Birr) 

----
Item 1994 1994 

r r 4 h r lsL 
19:5 J 

Petroleum oils 82 571 3 
crude or partially 
crude 

Petroleum products 
(Benzine, petrol, 
kerosine, white 17 654 

i i 

3,015 56 2,020 

2 6 

Wax paraffin, 
jeli ! petroleum 

136 744 1,87~ 

v n 

12 

96 208 

Coal 2 

Source: Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmarc, 1995. 

6. Chemicals 

A-12 : Export of Chemicals, 1994-1995. 

(Thousands Birr) 

1994 
3rd Quarter 

1 

1994 
4th 

4 

1995 
1st Quarter 

2 7 28_ _ ____,, 

-l!-"c..i....~:S.-~~~4.U...L~W--~--1--~ ~~~~~--+~~~~~~~t--~~--~~ 

~,_ __ _.6._,,,,5_6________ _ _____ l.9.3... --- -- . --

..._,.I"""n~~~:,._-------l'----1~6~3>!.._.. ______ 1~7_4 ______ . __ ___QS_L ___ _ 
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24 

Animal and 3 1' 

6

~ 
vegetable oils cind j 

::::o~:~·t:l:e~s~~·~o~~l~a~s~s~e~s~,~~~:~~~~~1~3~5~~~~~~~:~~~--1--7~3---===-+- 1,295 . .. 1 es ana othP.r 

981 

..................... .....-...~~~~~-~~~+-~~---'""-~---t-~~--'z______ 17 

.. Combs , ha_i r in3 13 1 
Source : Ministry of Finance and Dev~lopment, Asmara, 1995. 

A-13 Impor~s of Chemicals< 1994-1995. 
(Thousands Birr J 

Item 1994 
ii---~~~~~~~~~-t-~-Sd Quarter 

1994 
4 h 

Organic Chemicals 
for oil 
refineries, dry 
cell battery, 
textile and tire 

20 71 

1995 

314 

er 

, ...... i.......,.~~t,~r~v~~--~~-+--~~~~~~1--~~~~~~--,1---~~--~---< 

chemical 100 

90 643 2,050 

Soft Drinks 
additive organic 28J 

l 

O.Chernicals for 10 8 
m 1 i 

O.Chernicals for 
Alcoholic 48 137 

Inc.r9anic 
Chf!micals for 4,805 1,574 
co.1trol ling weeds 
an es --·--- . --------- -- . -- -
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Inorganic 11 
Ch~micals for use 
in medical and 12 2 1 
related 

lf-liio..>Z..lool.U.l. ......... ~l!.il.W~~~~l--~~~~~-+~~~~~~---l'--~--~~--l 

!no.Chemicals for 
oil refineries, 
battery, hides, 
textiles and tire • +- • 

!no.Chemicals for 

Acids like hydro
chloric acid, 
sulfuric acid, 
nitric acid , 

h h r u 

Metallic and proxy 

O~ygen, hydrogen, 
ni r n 

S¥nthetir. organic 
pi9ments and 

in 

Col0=s and paints 

Coloring pre:t;>a-
ration used in 
chemical works, 
dint driet: 

phar-

and 

9,709 

90 

1 

219 

----

166 

84 

1,38~ 

26 

4,740 

2,571 

298 

28 

3,314 3,764 

21 217 

74 1 145 

432 325 

150 

21 25 

209 

1,373 1,669 

61 459 

2 

4,657 7,301 
-------

7 22 

95 
248 

33 24 
------



Cosmetics and 
toilet 

in 

Artificial resins 
and plastic 
m ri ls 

Disinfectant and 

397 

42 

4 

18 

22 

437 

39 

24'.: 

7 

795 

652 

r 

4 

73 17 

97 

2,356 

2,800 231 

Safety fuses 
detonating fuses 1,582 
ignites, 
electrification 

Source : Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 
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A-14: Exports of Non-metallic Minerals, 1994 - 1995. 
(Thousands Birr ) 

Construction 
Materials 

Tiles~ mosaics, 

Blocks, bricks, 

Cement Tubes & 
s 

Refractor Bricks 

1994 
3rd Quarter 

211 

18 

1 

17 

1994 
4th Quarter 

10 

169 

36 

1 

9 

19 

1995 
1st 

14 

6 

275 
Source : Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 

A-15 : Imports of Non-metallic Minerals, 1994-1995 
(Thousands Birr) 

1994 
Type of Imports 3rd Quarter 

7,504 

Marbles for 1,379 

Asbestos 

Articles made of 

96 

3 

1994 
4th Quarter 

5,230 

6 

3 

17 

1995 
1st Quarter 

1,031 

514 



Glass for 

Glass beads and 
r 

Demi-jean, 
beverage bottles, 

146 

20 

41 

664 

176 

26 12 

204 403 

Ceramic household 566 
drticles 

Source: Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 

A-16: Exports of Iron and Steel, 1994 - 1~95 
(Thousands Birr ) 

1994 1994 
l 

1995 

8 1,657 

22 

251 

4 93 

Hand tools and 99 33 

House hold typ~ of 47 
electrical e u1 . 

Source : Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 

r 
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A-17 : Imports of Iron and Steel, 1994 and 1995 
(Thousands Birr) 

Iron & Steel 

Iron and steel 
sheets, rods and 
an ular grits for 
·n ri 

Iron and steel 
sheets, rods and 
angular grits for 

n r · 

Cylinders of iron 

Iron and steel 
container tanks and 

Iron and steel 
tubes, pipes, 

Nails, vices, 
bolts, dies of iron 

n 

knitting 

Non electrical 
stov~s, household 

Iron wool for 
scorin kitchen 

various 

1994 1994 1995 

1 2 7 

1,059 285 

860 359 

11 

2 412 

14 11 

16 22 

2 

Flat rolled 1,23~ 
products of iron or 
non-allo steel 

Source : Ministry of Finance and Development, Asma~a, 1995. 
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A-18: Export of Non-ferrous Metals, 1994 and 1995 

(Thousands Birr) 

Items 

Jewels made from 
gold and precious 

n 

1994 
3rd Quarter 

11 

1994 
4th Quarter 

1995 
1st 

Copper screws, 1,257 23 
electric wire etc 
Source: Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 

A-19: Import of Non-Ferrous Metals, 1994-1995 
(Thousands Birr) 

Copper for 

Copper tubes , 
pi es and fittings 
r 

C9pper nai~s, 
vices, springs 
electric wires (non 
insulatedl non 
electrica kitchen 

Tins and containers 

Tubes, pipes and 
fittings, she~ts 

Spares 
han 

for 

1994 

55 

71 

1,489 

435 

23,518 

41 

2,279 

467 

50 

1994 1995 

7 

209 

2,049 268 

372 55 

518 

1,045 

4,225 

708 742 

130 
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Scissors, spoons 707 835 -
~nif 'Ft"lrkc 

Locks and oadlocks, 610 670 785 
key holders and 
fi t.t:i nm:; 

Non - electrical 2 2 -
h,,.]] s 

Stopper, covers for 476 2,672 -
b~rrel~ 

Wires
1 

tube sheets 
and e . ~c:t- rnno~ 

3,872 528 -

Structures, parts - - 7,9(9 
and metal 

I containers . . Source: Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995 . 

A-20: Re-Exports of Machine~ and Equipment, 1994 and 1995 
(Thousands Birr) 

10. Mac~inery & 1994 1994 1995 

B~tteries & elect- 35 

5 

619 536 337 

Metal works 2 

Electro - thermic 9 
a liances 

Source: Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 
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A-21: Imports 1994-1995. 

Machinery & 1994 1994 1995 
Transport Equipment 3rd 4th Quarter 1st Qu"l.rter 

Electric producing 3,647 3,300 7,081 
generators and 

n in n 

22 71 2 

3,338 10,560 3,477 

23,371 23,196 S0,298 

10,61.)3 11,468 6,229 

and 1,092 373 1,286 

Food and 1,935 3,455 2,089 

847 840 

13,650 16,982 22,430 

1,701 701 19 

Motor ¥umps, rotary 2,891 5,070 4,901 
centri ugal, 
hydraulic 
compressors 

v .t.Qrs and parts 

Lifting and loading 7,695 11,392 7,967 

Cheque.writing 71 130 

Cal~ulators , cash 330 58 553 

Duplicat9rs, 846 1,870 1,065 

2,805 3,382 5,279 



Television receivers 

Video decks and 

Radio, tape, CD 
recorders, and 

tape 

Radio receiver and 

Telecommunication 

Stabilizer, trans-
former, rectifier, 

Insulated cable for 

Switches, plugs, 
lamp holders fuse 

1 !<:; 

Household 

Flash bulbs in flash 
lights and cameras, 

64 

5,832 

2,314 

2,~dO 

549 

5,186 

231 

590 

6,987 

5,478 

56 

176 

421 

690 

5,218 

46 

21 = 

2,000 1,456 

1,033 451 

1,833 3,417 

821 1,897 

2,505 5,477 

2,446 826 

973 4,056 

1,145 1,148 

2,553 4,144 

1,4844 

105 

15 677 

2,493 34,227 

397 8,906 

20 t 511 17,197 



Family cars and 

Land cruisers, vans, 
,i·ee , pick-ups and 

n r v r 

B 

Trains, ships, 
aircraft 

12,900 

2,047 

47 

7,449 

1,744 2,337 

4 

1,694 3,873 

Source: Ministry of Finance and Development, Asmara, 1995. 




