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r Int r11duc+ ~ '1n 

1. This ~foi:e ~"'S been prepareti !.::t :-espon~e t" resolu"tion C!-1/Res.672 
(TYT) -~c~ ed ..... ~, ... ·,,a ,..,... ... c;, nf "i· -1· - er~ ,....,. ... i...e ,.. • T~ .,..t ". - ~ .. ::t se--.; C" ·--~ :M.I. ~"" ............ vuw...... -- - .. -- *"" ..:> -J'.. 4 ... .;. .~\,,,: ".:Jll> __ ... -: - ••• .,=ii_·- __ .. 
IC'nar':oum, Sudan, in July 1978 calling for th.,. i!'lclusion -:f 3. regul~~ ~!lda 
item that '.icu.li ma-'<e it :?osz:.~le fo:- ... he ~ou.."l:::il to ";;s!ce cognizc:>.nce 'Jf and 
review the 'i~i·rities of "':~e UN S~rstem in Afric:?.. .!cco?"'iin~::,- ":he ~Tote :?resents 
3. brief summary 'Jf UNIJO's activities ::: .lirica with partic-..ilar reference +:o 
progress ~ade in de•reloping OAU/UNIDO co-opera.t ion. 

II Activities 'Jf UNIDO in Africa 

2. The technical co-opers.tilln 3.ctivities of UNIDO in Africa recortied 
once a.ga.in a. substantial rise during ~~e year. The total value of projects 
executed i!"l Africa ..mounted to S23 .5 million in 1979 as compared. to S16.3 
million in 1978, i.e. an increase of over 44%. This trend is bei!lg main­
tained during 1980 and tJlfIDO expects to implement projects worth S28 million 
by the end of the yea:r. UNIDO expert s were engaged during the year im 
implementing some 368 projects of varyiJl.5 sizes and complexities - identifying 
and devebping industrial projects; advising in industrial planning and 
prcgrCim!ling; providing su.pport to industrial institutions; assisting in 
the creation of ~ew industrial facilities; resolving managerial :md te~h­
nological problems in production; devel~ping African capabilities for 
industrial research, acquisition of industrial technology and engineering 
design; and t~d.ining Africans for va:rious industrial skills. 

3. The focus of tm'IDO's technical co-o9erat~on activities in Africa 
was on developing manufacturing facilities utilizing local resources a.nd 
consequentl:r on agro-industries; industries providing inputs to agriculture 
such as agricultural machinery, fertilizers and pe!'l'ticides; building 
materi.als; mi."leral processing industries and pharmaceu.tica.ls. S~ecial 
imporiance was attacbed to "the training of African industrial specialists 
and on strengthening thB plaming, policy~aking and institutior.al ma.chiner·y 
for industrialization. 

4. The four-fold rise in "the level of UN!DO's technolo~ca.l co-opera­
tion activiti3s in Africa during the last five years is a clear indicati'ln 
of t~e growing importance being accorded by African countries to the industrJ 
se.;tor as a potent instrument for achieving their economic and so::ial goals. 
To be sure much moDe could have been done were it not for the limit.aticn of 
reso-..irces becaus• the delltUld for technical assistance exceeds by fa.r the 
resources available to U?-1!!)0. The 11a.in source of firunce for UNIDO's +:ect.­
nical co-operation activities is UNDP and it is hoped -~~at the Third Countr.1 
Programnin~ ~ycl~ woul1 correctly refelect the priority1 pl~ced by African . 
cour.cries on industrial development. At the same time hopes ~laced on the 
United ?lations Industrial Development J.'\.i~d (UNIDF) as a supplementary source 
of finance f'Jr technical assistance activities ha.v"! :ret :i.ot ~a1.-?!':.~E~ed.. 

~ thcJugh there have been ste&liy' ammal i"lcreaa .. s in pledges i'l monetary terms, 
.aowever the::-e has been no growth in reru. tel'!lls and the fund t.as still to attain 
its plamiill.g figure of S50 million. The moral and material. support of the O•u 
could play a significant role to achieve this objective. 

' 
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5. Af::-ican countries have also participated in and. benefited. from ONIDO's 
special ?rogrammes other than technical co-o-peration activities, nc.mel;r. the 
system of conS11l. tations; development and transfer 04· technology; investment 
l"J-operative ?rogramme; and assistanc•! programme for the least developed of 
the developing countries. During the year, consultation meetings were held 
on the petrochemical, agri..:ultural machiner7, iron and steel and foo~ proces­
sing industries. Preparatory meetings were also organized to prepare for 
the first consultation meetings on the pharmaceutical and capital goods 
industries. 

6. UNIDO's teclmolog;y programme foCW1ses on implementing a co-operative 
programme of action on appropriate ind."Ustrial technology, strengthening the 
tecbJlological capabilities of the developing countries, providing technological 
advisory services and promct~ industrial information activities through the 
Industrial and Technological Information Bank ( INTIB). Several African 
countries utilized these services d.urillg the year. In this connexion, it may 
be noted that UlflDO has ini tiati ted discussions with the OA.U _,i th a view to 
organizing a symposium on teclmology transfer for African countries at the 
time of the Third All-Atrican Trade Fair to be held in Khartoum from 3 -f:o 
17 ~vember 1960. 

7. tlBIDO 's Investment Co-operative Programme is aimed at promoting 
private and public investment for industrial projects ~.n the developing 
countries. The activities carried out under the Prog-ramme inclUtie investment 
:iromotion assistance ill the mobilization of financial resources <.\Zld co-operation 
with the World Bank G.roup. During the year several A.fricazi countries were 
assisted in lucating technical azid financial partners in the industrialized. 
countries and some ~e banefi tad from the t:t"a.ining programme for investment 
pNmotion officers condllcted. yearly in the mrIDO Investtient Promotion Office 
in New-York. 

8. In pursuance of the recommendations of the Lima Declaration and 
Plan of Action, U?IIDO has placed special emphasis on integrated assistance to 
the Least Developed Countries and O?l co-operation among developing co mtries. 
Do.ring the year the assistance redered to the LDC' s in Africa amounted to 
S 10.2 in which accounts tor just over ~ of the to+.aJ. technical assistance 
delivered to the region. In addition, the LDCs were assisted. in mobilizing 
assistance from other d8V'eloping countries in the frame of 'reDC, through the 
Ministerial Solidarity Meetings organized by UBIDO. One such meeting was 
convened on behalf of Tanzania. d.urillg the year and ..10ther is plamied to be 
aeld in November ~960 in Khartoum on beilalf ~f Sudan. mrIOO hopes to further 
i:ap the potentials of 'XDC in .lfrica in the fidd of industry through innovative 
programmes azid. projects in co-op9ration aind consultation with OAU and tnmP. 

Ill. '!be Third. 'Jeneral Conference of U?lIDO 

9. 'Ihe Third. General Cor.! erence of UNIDO was held be• ..:een 21 J anuar7 
and 9 February 1960 at ?lew·-Delhi, India. It will be recalled that the 
Council of Ministers had i?. the proceding two years ezpressed on a number of 
occasions its strong SU?po! t for the Confc.rtmce and arged. member Stli.tes of 
thC' OA.U to prepare themselvee fully for the Conference. Accordingl:r, At'ricazi 
countries had defined a eommon position on the various issues befor ! tho :;)elhi 
Conference in th& tr1111ework of the bianntal Conference of Uric.IUJ. Ministers 
of !ndustr, jointly q>enaored. by OW, Ex:A and UJlDO and participated. actively 
in the Xinistori&l Meeting of the Grou'P of 77 preparatory to U?Jit=> III whtch 
was held in Havana, Cuba, in Doccber 1979 u well as the Conference ).tseJe 
a.t ie~-:i>elb,i. The preparat.lry work carried. out at the regicn&l level enabled 
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10. To be sure the New Del~i !lecl:ration a.."ld Plan ,,f AC";:.~n 3.dopteci. 
by i:he 1'hirci. Gene!"~l Conference of UN!:>O :Ul>r r~fleC't s the basic ::o~cer!'ls 
of African countries :i..nd. ~eccmrnends ~ set of cohe~ent ~ea~ires, ~olicies, 
instruments and 3.I'!'angements iesig:ied to f'.,ster the rapi4. induc:t:=-ializai:i~n 

of the develo!)ing countries and particul:lrly the least develo-~1ed ar.ion.g them. 
Among the decisions of th~ Cor..ference ":hat 3.I'e of s-gecia.l i~terest to Africa.'l 
countries are the recommendations to create ~ ~o?"th-South Global :fund. fo!" the 
P!-omotion cf Industrialization of tne ~.relo!)L'1€ count:-~"?=' "':: :;::-o~rid.e 103.Ils 
on ~oncessiona:-7 ~erms and ~ ?:-oject P:-epara~ion F!?.cili~7 ~o :L"lance f~asi­
bili":"'· st-.idies as ·.-1ell ~s the comprehe'!"tsive :irograr.ime of :;.cti:J~ tr~t ~-ra~ ~eed 

upon to assist the least c!eveloped, lar~d-locked :md isl211d. ~eveloping ccuntries. 
The Co!lfer~nce also adopted a resdution recommend.in~ to "the Gener"!.l .\.sse:r.bly 
to declare the 9eriod 1980 - 1989 as the African L"ldustrial Deve:opment 
:>ecade. 

11. The New Delhi Declaration and Plan of .!ction also a. si~s to UNIDO 
!1.9!1 and extensive tasks in the areas of technology, er..ergy and minera.l 
processing in addition to a f'u.....wther intensification and expansion of its on­
going activities. The Declaration recorrmends the placing of the syste!TI of 
consultations on a permanent basis and to conduct these 3.t the regional and 
inter-regional levels as well; the sectoral iisa.ggrega.tion of the Lima 
target; and the fol'!llD.lation of measures to increase the share of the devel­
oping countries in world trade in industrial product3 to the target of 3o% 
by the year 2000. 

12. To enable UN!IX) to carry out its expanded and avolvi:lg tasks effectively 
and for it to .become a potent inS";rwnent for the indumrialization of the dP.ve~p­
ing CO'.mtries, the Conference urged for the S1)eedy ratification of the r..mstitu­
tion of ONIDO so as to convert it into a. Specialized Agency; reaffi?'!lled the 
conmitrnent of member states to the annual t'Und.ing level of s50 million for 
UNIDP; and called upon UNDP to strengthen the SIDFA programme and to increase 
resources to finance technical assistance projects in the field of industry. 

13. It will of ~OUI·se be recalled that the New Delhi l>f!clara.t ion and 
Plan of Act i'Jn was not adopted by concensus. The negotiating process is, 
however, a continuing one and it is hoped that the forthcoming special ses~ion 
of the Gener:i.l Assembly would ?r'Wide a ti'.T!ely opportunity to reach f'ull con­
sensus on the Decla.!"a.t ion and Plan of AC't ion. An ~ncou.ra.ging step in this 
direct ion was undertaken by the Industrial Development Boa.rd. at its 14th session 
held in Vienna. in May 1980 for it adopted ~ resoluti~n, by consensus recommer.d.­
'!.!'lg to tue Cener3.l A3sembl;, ":hat the :;n·ogramrne budget for UNDO be in keepi!'lg 
;.rith the grogramme priorities established by the Industrial Development Boa.rd 
following the '!'hird General Conference, and to ensure the ~ovision of 
adequate resources to the Organization to enable it to implement its :nandate. 

IV. Dev~lopment of OAU/UNIDO Co-:>cer3.t ion 

14. The year under review ws.s !)articula.rl~ notable for the intensifica­
tion of (JAU/UNIDO co-operation. It started with thg signing of a. Memorandum 
of Understanding "n Co-opera.t ion between UNIDCJ and OAU in Monrovia, on 20 
July 1975. The Memorandwn defines a. programme of' co-operation which it10ludes 
a ·tivitiea dealing ir. particular, with induatrial and technological strategies, 
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plans and policies; d.evelorment and transf~r of tachnolos::r; economic md 
technical co-operation 3.lllOng developing countri!s; ~d 3. more effective 
:participation of 0AU member sta.tes in UNIDO •s p~licy-'Tl.~in.~ organs, ?rOgr~es 
and activities. 

1 ~. A-:cor1i:igly aNIDO paid ;>a.rt ic-.ila.r 3.tt em icn ~ o keepi:ig OATJ i!'l:for.ne".l 
of?I'Og!':umnes and 3.Ctivities of direct intere~t to the OAU. Close co-,,per3.tiJn 
:-ras i:ai.'ltained with the OAU, as !Tlentioned earlier, i:i !'l"e!Ja.ratorJ wcr!-: 3.t ··::c: 
regional level for the Thi:-d General Conferenc~ of tJNI!)Q as ";ofell 3.S i!'l :;:ur·m­
in.is follow-up action of the decision of the Conference. !n par+:icula.r the 
inmlementation of the Afric~ Industrial Develooment Decade !;)resupp:ises a.n 
urtensification of OAU/UNIDC co-operation as th~ OAU is "';he ~rga.~ desi~ai:ed 
to be the focal point of action. '!'hu.s OAU and tJNIDO are :presently en~d i.:i 
drawing up a progr3.1m1e of action for the Decade for ::;ubrnission to the fo~h­
coming session of the General Assembly. 

16. DNIDO also extended its assistance to the OAU in preparatory work 
for the OAU Economic Summit which was held in Lagos, Nigeria in April 1980. 
T-110 headqua.rter3 staff members served as consultants in preparing documents 
for the Surnmit as well as in servicing the meeting itself. mr...:oo is further 
more prepared to render all possible assistance to the OAU in promoting the 
i.'Ilplementa.tion of the two final acts of the Economic Su.~it namely the ~op­
tion of the La.gos Plan of Action and the decision to create an African 
Economic c~mmunity by the year 2000. 

17. Towards these ends and to t'urther i:rt ensify OAU/ONIDO co-opera.t ion 
tne E:cecutive Directvr has taken steps to ~~de assistance to the industrial 
unit of the OAU Secretariat by making available the serrices of a tJNI!X) staff 
member and eventually also the provision of regional advisory :;errices to the 
OAU. 

V. Conclusion 

1e. UNIDO recently attended a Meeting between ~he OAU 5£ :retariat and 
the United Nations Sy'!'tem held in Nairobi fr-,m 5 to 7 J-:ine 1?80. '!'he Meeting 
agreed upon a. comprehensive 3".lideline for inter-action between the OAU and the 
tm system. This and the Memorandum of Understanding referred to earlier are 
indeed i.arporta.nt instruments for festering co-opera.t ion. To be sure they 
formalize the kinds of co-operation that OAU and 1JNIDO havP. been pt.rrsui:ig in 
response t .J the concerns t L.at they 3ha.z-e in ca.?T"Jing out their respective 
mandatas vis-!-vis the African countrfos. 

19. The adoption of the La.gos Plan of Action, the New Delhi Declaration 
and Plan of Act ion and the A!Tican. Industrial Developm~nt Decade reinforce 
these conunon concerns. Their implementation would require th'J two <'rganiza­
tions to wid6n and deepen their co-operation. In this light it • ..,ould seem 
most appropriate to conclude this Note by recalling the words of Mr. Edem Kod.ir, 
in his openin~ ad.dress to the Nairobi meet~g referred to above: He said: 
''De m~~e, l'in~tance que le Plan d'action de Lagoa a mis sur le developpement 
industriel rend nidente la. llOUVdll8 dynamique que nous a.ttend.ons de nos a.mis 
de l'OtruDI. Dans le pass' bien S\lr, l'ONUDI n•a point f~illi ~ cette co­
op&ra.t ion et nous en so11111es bien tiers." 

' 
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