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This report recounts briefly UNIDO activities in the field of 

development and transfer of in~ustridl tech.~ology since the Second 

General Conferenc~ and the review of such activities by the Bc~rd 

and the General Assembly. The discussions in the Third General 

Conference are summarized. There was unifonn recognition of the need 

to increase activities aimed at strengt.hening the technological capa

bilities of the developing countries. UNIDO was requestP.d tc assign 

high pri~rity to its te·hnology programme and to make appropriate 

instit~tional arrangements within tne Secreta;iat. The various pro

grammes tha.t may have to be undertaken following the 'l'hird Ueneral 

Co!lference are cnumcrat,.!d. The neP.d for a ;.J'Jbntantive inc.rease in the 

momentum already generated in the c!evclopine co11ntries ti;;,/ become 

imperative and urgent. Th<! Board is requested, therefore, .o endorsP. 

3 

4 

1 

the broa...i. programme directions eme-ging from the Third Gener~l Conference, 

a.~d to take decisions with regard to the provision of additional resources 

and regular reporting to the Board on the subject. 

( 
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~. A report on the development 'Mid tra.~sfer of ir.dustri~~ techr.ology was last subnitted 

to the I~dustrial Development Board at its twelfth session • ..!/ Ttat report was a sequel to a 

series of actions originating from the Second General Confert:?nce of UNIDO. The present report 

is subnitted after the T~ird General Conference. It is therefore necessary to view the 

rrogress of work of the UNIDO Secretariat ir. this field in an overall perspective starting 

from the Second Gerieral Conference. 

2. After that Conference, a DP-velop.-r~ent and Transfer of Technology Section was created in 

the UNIDO Secretariat which, ~ogeth~r with the Industrial Infcrmation Section, provided, as 

the Teclmolog:.- Grot p, the focal point within th£ Secretariat for the pr:>r.iotion of techno

lo5'"ical activities. Two r.iajor programmes subsequen ~ ly em('rged, nar.iely the Co-operative 

PY"ogramme of Action on Appropriate Industrial Techr.olog:: and the Indu.;trial and Technological 

Info:rn:at ion Bank ( INTIB). It wi 11 bt: recalled that. the Board at its eleventh session had 

adopted ro;solution t.7 ~XI) on internatiom .. l co-operation in t.he transfer of technology, which 

represented a consolidation and restatement of TJNIDO activities and mandates in that field. 

3. It was in the context of those a~tivi~ies that the report was s~bnitted to tte twelfth 

session of the Board. The Gen~ral Assembly, at it~ thirty-third session, after considering 

the r<~p0rt of the Board on the work of that session, reque::ited, in resolutior. 33/78, that 

"::iuitable measures be c-1.rried out, in accordance with established practir:e:, inc1 ..idi:lg con

sideration by the Ir:d·.istri;:i.l Development Board when required, to stren~hen, within the 

Secretariat of the United Natior.s Industrial Development Organiz:i.tion, its act~vities relating 

to the dev-:lo?llent of the technological capabili t.f of and the transfer of technology to the 

d ~velo}:iT'g countries in the industrial field".Y Following that resolution, the Board in the 

report of its thirteer.t:1 session,l/ observed that: 

"the UNIDO prograr:1me with regard to the development and transfer of technology and 
its adaptation to the needs of the 1eveloping countries was an important one that 
would help these countries to industrialize, using technology their nationals cr.uld 
usefully employ. The work being carried out by the organization was commendable, 
and the activities of the Secretariat in assisting ievelcping countries to ident1fy 
appropriate policies in that area were ·"elcomed, but it was thougt.t that those 
activitiP.3 should be fui"ther strengthened, in accordanc~ with General Asserr.bly 
r~solutior: 33/7811

• 

4. Sir.ce the last report to 1.he Boa.rd, activities in the particular field have gained 

momentwr.. An International Forum on Appropriate Inrlustrial Technology held in November 1978 
resulted in the evoi.ution of a conceptual and policy framework for ap:;;>ropriate industrial 

technology and the detailed exd.lllination of technological options in a dozen industriaJ 

sectors. 'l'he pilot operation of INTIB, followed by an expert group evaluation led to re

commendations by the Board for INTIB•s continuation as an ongoing act!~ity and for an 

expansion of its coverage to include a larger numcer of industrial sectors.V Implementation 

of an active puolications proeramme featured U-.e issuine of 13 monographs on "Appropriate 

ind:1strial technology'' anri 12 titles in the "Development and Transfer of Technology" series. 

J} 10/r,/206. 

y General Assembly resolution 33/78. 
j/ A/34/16, para.35. 

V .!.EM·• pan.153. 



ID/B/242 
Page 4 

The work of the Technology Group al so extended to the dev•? loprncnt of a c...:>:r1r;osi te progra.'!!r.le 

for strengthening the ~ec~ological capabilities of the develop~ne coun~ries throu~ th~ 

proVision of advisory servir.es, training a..~d other activities related to ?C~nology selection 

and acquisition and enhancing the negotiating capali!.ities of the developing countries. 

5. The United Nations Conference on Science anrl Tec:mology for Development (UNCSTD), h-::ld 

in Vien.la in Augt;.st 1979, in its Vienna Progr:unme of Actior. c.n Science and Tecr.r.olog,.· for 

Development,.2/ adopted a. cc:npreher.si ve set of 1 ?c.:>rr.mendat io!l.s which were also broadly 

applicable to industrial technolo~. The rPcommendations served to confinn t!1e orientation 

that U1'IOO activities had taken and to provide guid~lines for the f"J.ture.§/ 

6. These developments culmin~te1 in the Secretariat's having reached at the time of t!1r. 

Third General Conference, tte ~hreshold of the nore intensified and substantial effort n~eded 

to sustain ar.d increase the momentum created, to rear~ a level commensurate with the effort 

required to achieve the Lima target. 

I. PROl'OSALS SMERGIHG FROM THE THIRD GmraAL CWFElmlCE OF UNIDO 

7. The Secretariat ;:>resented to the Tnird Gn.<>ral Conference proposals for :!t re!'",gttenir,C 

the technological capabilities of th~ rtevelopi:1g countries at tlJ national levPl as Aell as 

a progranune of work to bP. unier'.;aken b:..- tnl'IDO for that purpose. I The programme highU.gtterl 

four major directior.s of activity: 

(a) Ger.er~t ing an ex~.ensi ve movement for cr·~at ion of awa!'eness, sensi ti~ 'lt ion :ir:d 
mobilization of ir.terest Mi effor'.; 

(b) Assisting developing cruntrie::; ~:'I a pra.-t.ic."l ma~ner through technical 'l.ssista.rce 
ar.d ad·.:isory servi::es i~ de·.re1 oping and irT:plement ing a framework fo:. nat1onal 
ac~ion in the field of ~ndustrlal technology; 

(c) Develo~~ent o~ h~man reso~r~e~; 

(d) u~·.•elopne. t of te:c".nclogy ir terms of 'both proc•nses a•td P.quipmer.t. 

8. Issues ci:>nc •. irning the interr.:i.-rional flows of t.echnolc,,r;, "ere anal:{ZE>d fr. the docu:-,::1~ 

Indust1·y 2000: New Perspecti vc& presented to I.he Cc:mference.WTt:e n~ed for certain insti tu

tional fur.ctions ::i.t the interna.tior.al level was hiehlighted, an!\ suggestions ·.;ere :nade for 

thP. creation i:if' the fcllowi11g inat it ·1tions: 

(a) An Int>'rnational Tndi.stria: Te~hnology Ir.!-lti t1.1te to !-l~rve as a focal point f·c,r 
developing count'!'J govcrrnent:i nr.d en<:erpr13C!-I ar,cj to provide such se • .ficer; to 
them as monitoring a,,,~ prMtin~"!e ir • ."e"Tation, financing to catalysE> ongoir.~ ar.d 
new resP.arch efforts ani eval11:i.1.~ne ar,d sif'ting prioritien in research eff0rt.i•; 

(b) An International Centre for i:!·,i:i Joir.t Ar.quisation of Technolog,- whi<'h would a:oair-t. 
de'"cloping countr·ien to ef·.'ect economicu ·m the skills involved in coll·ecting 
informati:m and negotiating tre acqt:.isi tion of tech•1olo~; 

(c) An lnternation::i.l Pc.te~t Io:x~ination Centre, to realize economies of sc.'l.lf' 
in regard tu the dic~emination of t.echnical and legal information on patents. 

Supporting re•ommendat'ionFJ covered t.t.P. relocation of indu&trial R + D and t!1e l'\Obi .. 1 zatlon 

of the potential nf small and me<iium-sized P.nterprises • 

.2/ A/CfJRP.81/16, chap.VII. 

§/ er. cross-section::il prenent:ition in d<1c.U1T1P-nt 'fTJ/WG.309/4, "RP.nommcn<i~tiont: vfUNCSTD". 

-:J Gf. I'D/CO?fF.4/7 Anrl Co!'?'.1; 1./COWP.P.1/BP/!JNJDO. 

§/ TD/C<mF •. :/1, r'!:;i.ra. ", .~ anrl ?. 



'). The s~bject of indus~rial te:.-!".nolog:,·, -,r,u~ a1~o fic,"1..::-ir.t, in t.!1·· ~:1•"•1.i 1"'~te, .n:: 

di:>·~S:!;<:>·i in detail in C:xn:nittet! II cf the c .. nr~rer·~t! un~.!!' .,£,er.fa it~:;: ·,:,(li)(iii) •;iz. 

"R':~o:nmenda.tions for poli cie:t>, pro~edures and fz 'i".lt!~.~Jr:.::; to roster, C:.ev•:!.<:.p -'t.."ld. s: :ene;':h£r. 

interr.ation""t.l co-operatiot: in tr.e field of :ran:;f~r arvi c!e·Je~·Jp!!l•mt cf in:!u~:rial te .. hnologies 

witt il vi.e,. to in:;reuing tile technological capabilities of t!,e devt!lopin6 ~oW'-.tries". T!'e 

report of Committee IJ (tD/CONF.4/21} was adcpt-?rl C'!". '; F·:br;.iarJ 19~ by the Confrrence. 

Using chapter III o~ document IDiC01.fF.4/GRP. ~6/Adrl.1 ("Ne·., Ddhi Decl:.!-:-1t.io•1 ;-.. r.J Flan o!" 

Ar.ti on") as a basi~, Committee II had also discuss:?d the e 1 e:r-en:!" of 'I. progT'-"'l!le of <iC"t ion 

in the field of industr:.al tect:nology, reachinc; broad agreement, sub~cct to chc.."li:;es in 

wording and rearrangements, on substantially the s-'.l.lr~ clerr.ents '!.~ tho:.;e -whid: figure:! ir: 

th.a~ chaptO?r. 

10. In the Coaunittee II discussions, there w~s tonifo:nr. r?.cognitior> o!' the n~ed to eXJ:'.ln:i 

activities aimed at st,.engf;hening the ts~mologi-:::a.l ~'!.pai:iliti~~ of -:;l,e devel'>pnt; cou.nt-ri·~s.2/ 
The need was voiced for 'ill inter.sifica~:on or UNIOO's -:fforts to prorr.ot"! tecl..rKlo6ical r.0-

op•?ration among developing countries througt., ~ !ll,!, ider.~ i l"icalior. •) ~ t;l.eir -xistinr

technological expertise and capabilHies. S;.:.;port was git•.::". to tl·.e r.or,ce;it o~ t-';chnoloc; 

pla:ming develop~ by t'!JIDO as a. part of natio!1ai de·.elo~ne:,t planning; the ·~'>tab:ist"..rrr;:,t 

an·i strengtt1ening of nat.ional t.er.hnologi<::a: ".:·~ntres; as w'•.?ll '!.~< the ir:iprove~ent 1f the 

negotiating capabili t; es of the developing cou-. tries. T!-:ere li!·.s eeneral a.:,TP.e:ren t or. t.h• 

need tc support financial and technological assis~a:·ce tv n-itioria.l, rcgior.al 'i.nd inter

regio:is.l centres and UIUOO was re~·~.ested to int·~!l~if;, its ·.;~hr.i·~;;.: :t;>si~tance i::ro.:.-:am~•·r.: 

aci::o-:-dingly. TJlHOO was also urgeci to intensify its co-Op<!ration with regional c•mtres for 

thr· cransfer of t"chnolog,r. 

11. rnt.< initta•i¥es ta.ken ar.d the results so far arhiev•:·l b.~ UNIDO 1•1 its 'ei::h:,ology 

programme, especially the Internatior.a: Forun: on Appro~riate I11dustrial Technolo~ (New D~:ni, 
November 197(\), were welconed. UNIDO was urged ~o contiml" its work in the ~1·P.a of app·o;iri.a~ e 

in·j\.strial technologr in ~.ccordar.ce wit!: the cpeci.fic neel:; of tl-,e developing cotm1.ries. The 

activities of INTIB, it wa~ ;ieclared, shoul1 b~ expanded t<J i:1cl1-.,te ~.r3.•ning J.n•l ~echni(a: 
aasistance airr.ed :.t ~ ~' enhancing t~e negotiating -:apa1~ities of the d· .. reloping 

countries. 

12. Ti!ere was agr~ement that, instead of establi.~hing new institutions, some of tne tacks 

envisaged for th" proposed Internatior.;i.l Ind•Jntrial TP.chnolo.r,r Institut.c •Ln•i an Jnternat:on1.l 

Cent.re for the Joint Acquisition of T"r;hnology ""hc.ul~ b£. p•1raued wit1ir. .. J,e fr;i:rew ... r~ an<l 

!'C3por.aibilities o:' exicting institutions, partir;Ularly UNIOO whch, for the r.iost part, lS 

alrc.11i:i1 carryin6 out 'hel:e t&.sks and, to thiF; end, its r·~l•.•van~ ~rcgN!!llllflB st.cul:! be 

st rer.gthened and appropriat~ in&t i tutior,;il &.rrangP.rncnts mad.~ within tht· $1'r,rr.tar!at" • .1.Q/ In 

that respect, it is the intenti01l. of the Executive Direct.or· to rrNiew tt.H si tu1.t ion and r.:<:i.kf! 

an appropriate reco111n~ndat1on to the Secretar~'-Gt?neral at 'l. suitable l.imP.. 

1;. R<?garding the proposed 1nternational Patl'nt ExaMiriation Cer.tre, "there waR agreement 

that the problems which this centrP was int'!·1ded to solve could be u11df:rtaken . .,;. tr.in the 

WIPO framework" )J/ 

2/ ID/OOBP.4/21, paras.22-32· 

W .I:!ilil. ' para. j() • 

1J.I llli· 
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14. Ii; was al.so sua-Pste<i in CO!!!·nittee II thar. develo;iing countries should tllke an intC',~·ate·i 

vi.':!w of techno'.ot,::, P,nergy a?ld t~P. utilization of natural e:iergy resources, particular!y ~oal, 

solar :yid o"':her cor.ve:itional, 11on-conventional :;.nd rene,.:able sources of energy. A reqi.ies•. 

was -r.ade to the UNIDO Secrei;aria"'.: to c>.ssii;n higt priority to the technology programne in 

general, inch1dinc; the prorr.otion of energy-related tedmologies and the provision of t<!eLnical 

~ssistance ;uid trainir.z jn tila~ field. 

1S. The discussior,s reinfc·rct:d the casi> for a programne-oriented approach, as outlir.-'d i11 tr.e 

repcr"t by -ine UNIOO Secretariat on "Strengthening technological capabili Uep of developing coun

tries: t'1e role of UNIOO".E/ Several ad.di tional programme elements wre highlighted.. Therefore, 

specific implementation programmes neea to be drawn up, including those listed below: 

(a) F\;rt•,er activities Ul'lder t'.-.e Co-cperat.i.ve Progi-amrie of Acti?n on Appropriate 
Industria! Tectr.olog:<,·, incl~din£ the mobiliz~tior. of interest and efforc anc 
the ore;anL~aho •. of further oeetings like the New Delhi International Foru."n 
on Appropri3.te Ind11striai. Technoloe:-·; 

(b) Furtlie1 a.ctivi-l:ies u:\de::- INTI~, -:o the exhnt resources peIT1it; 

( c) Prog-·a.":!llle:> for strengthf"!li:.e the technological eap:1bili ties of the dev<·lopir 6 
cow:tri~s, in particular capabilities related "':o the negotiation and acquisition 
of tP,Gh;;ology: 

(d) Progr3n1r.e~ of assistance to, ~..nd cu-operation with, regional centres for 
t.· ~ -.r:olow +.rans!'er, ir. order that Hose ,.ent::-es night provide, at the re~ona: 
level, natural iir,ks for I~IB and dhcr UNIDO ar~ivities in the field r>f 
indudrial "tec!i.nol':g:f; 

(e) Progr:-..'!lr.cc3 of tcchnic1.l assistar,ce, to be ren<ier,!<i at the request of t.he cc:i?:trie:: 
concern<•d, t(l support ncl t iona 1 aci. ion for ind us·~ rial tech;1ology, special a. u. er, ti 0n 
be:.ng t,"i\•-"n to t 11e leas, develop·:d countries; 

(f) Frogramr.:es for the identifi.cntior. c.r<d greater use of the technologies, as >!el~ -is 
th'" techrological cxp<?rtis'· and capabilities, of developint: countries; 

(d F11rt~1er promotion of '.ecl;nological co-operatior. a..1ong developing countries, 
kt~·--pinP," particularly ir: view the rec-or.1men::htio:rn of t::i.e Round Table Mini:>t":ri."l: 
Mceti:1g of the Ministers of ~tJ.dastr:•, held in New Delhi in January 1977, 'l.n:i t!'•' 
Jstanb~l Declaration; 

( h) Pro not j on of, and assistance to "centres of excellence" or si;eci&lized centres for 
technological co-operatior.; 

(i) Prc.'!lotic:n of networking and co-operation among industri ... l and tect>nological 
inst i tut ior.s at national, ::-egional and interregional levels; 

( j) Preparation of tecrnology perspectives in i:npor"tant in-iustrial sectors ar.d 
moni t·JI·ing of tcchno 1 ogicc.l breakthrvughs for the \:.enefi t of the developing 
conn t 1•i es; 

(k) Prep:i~"it.ion of portfolios of R + D proje~ts and the promotion of the implem .. r:tation 
of those pJ~jc~ts; 

(1) Support on technological aspects to follow-up activities of the Leetings organized 
by the System of Consultations; 

(m) Preparatory work for a global consultation on industrial technology • .1!/ 
(n) P'ror.iot.ion of technolog;:.· trans~er in the recE:ployment process, and the further 

development of tP.chnolc,gy so transff:rred; 

(o) Promotion of re<Jearch and diosernination of i.nfomation or. er.ergy-related 
technologies; 

{p) Participation in the formulation and implemE>ntation of projects rinancP.d from the 
United ?lat ions Interim Fund for 'kienr;e and TP.chn·,logy for Developnent; 

(q) Strent:'hening UNIDO as an executing ~cency in the field of induetrial technology 
and its co-ordinatinc role vi thin the Unjted Nations system in this field. 

Jl/ !0/CONP.4/7, in particular chap.IV, "Proposals fo:- action". 

~ Cf. ID/B/'-41. 

jj/ Sr.t: Ne·o1 D·,ihi Phn nf A~tior., ID/C<m?.'1/CRP.16/Arirl.1, Section III, C.(~). 
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16. The irr:plEmentation of such programmes wou::.ct involv,• t.he cc"ltir.ued :'!·bi liz:i.tion ..__. 

in~eMs; and effort at the internation.L!, re~ional cmd r..'ltiona.l levels. Wit!: in the UnitP·i 

?la"':ior.s systE'm, as a result of pe!."iodic consultatiolls held with the Ur.ited Nations Cc:iferenr.e 

on Trade. and Develcpnent (UlfCI'L'l), the Interna":ional Lab-Ji.c- Orga."1isat i.on (ILO), t 1:c Worl.i. 

Ir.t<:tlec!ual Property Organizatio~t {WIPO) and other bc·ciies, several co-operati·J"e activitiP.s 

have beer, developed, e.g. in sele-:t·:!d indu!:t.r~· sectors (with UNCTAD); in the ~~·eparation -:if 

tecl:nical memoranda (with IL<l); and in tne field of patent in?onnation (with WIPO). The 

Secretariat of UHIDO ha~ also actively ~drticipatei in the fol!ow-up to UNCSTD, b~aring in 

mind t'.lat in.lustrial technolog;,· iz c key ele111ent in O\'~raE t~chnol'JC"~<.:al development. In 

recent years, and particularly in the context of the I~t~rnatioral Forum on Appropriate 

Industrial Technology, the Secretariat has kept in dose contact with several intergnvern:1,·nta.l 

and non-govenunental organizations a!'.i ;ieenc1P.s witt a. view to rr:ob1lizin5 their int~rest and 

par~icjpation in various activities i~ the field of i"ldvstrial tecnno!ogy. Joi~t ar.tivitie~ 

have also been undertaken at the regional lev.:l. In the _ . .!AP region, UMIDO has co-operated 

wit': the Regional Centre for Technology- Transfer ";o mo bi i. <~-= U.e int~red of nationa! focal 

poi:: ts and to organize workshops in the :'ield of te::h.nolog:: ac:p.iis! ti on and dt.?ve: opr.ient. A 

progranme of co-operation with the .'fri('.an Reglonal Centre for Technology ha:; also bee"! 

developed. At the national level, ~or.tinuous efforts are r.ia~.<? to 'll<'\intain contli·~t with th2 

institutions that parti.;ipated il'l the International Fo::-u::1 o?", Appro~riate Industrial Technology, 

with those invnl_•red in the work of INTIB, anC. with the na:';icr.'!.l focal points (where they 

cor,ti.nuc ':o exist) for the UHC.STL> preparations. T·1e Secretariat intends to pursue systemati

cally further avenues of co-operation, es.i;~cial ly those le:i.ding to :;reater mo bi l izat ion of 

interest and effort. 

!I. ACTION REqJIRED OF THE BOA.JID 

17. T!. 0
, lack of tec'molotrical ca.~bilit~ in the developing :;0;1~1i.ries 1-i•:.n.:.; one of the ~ost 

critLcal constraints to achieving the Lima target, thro r.e·.?d t.o incre'l.:-<e thr· T.OriEmtum already 

generated in the developing countries in the fielu of induBtria' tl''!hnn!ogy has becor:e impera.

ti ve and urgent. In view of this, the Eo<-."'tl may wish to endor~e the broad programme directions 

that ha.ve emerged from the discussinns in the Third Gen&ral Conference nr UNIDO, particularly 

the specific activities en':.llllerated in ~he present report. 

18. '!'he broader a.id more intensified programme~ that now ne•]d to be und~rtaken i.:ill require 

s ~rengtherd.ng of the relevant inst. i tutiC1nal, fina.nc1a 1 c.r.11 nian:·o·1•·r refll\H.rces within th& 

Secretariat. This aspect has already been acknowledced by tl.e Boa~ d, by tile General Asserr.bly, 

and by the Conferenc<' • .!2/ The re.sources availabl-:i t.o t'ie Techno,.o~y Group fr~m the prograru,'e 

budcet for 1980-1981 will only enable it to continue its activitie3 at ~:1•• pre-Conference levelW 

Fl)r an intF:nsified errorl, a:.d for the :.mr·lerr.1mtation of several ne ... progr·amme c)enents, 

p.1.rtic.t•larly tho&e enwnerated above, additional resourc·Js wi'l be requir«i • .u/ Th•· 'Soard is 

invlted, therefore, to decide on the additional resot.irMe t.o be pro·1ided, taking into accow.t 

t!1e following poasibilities: 

jj/ Se A./34/16, i:ara.35; General l.asP.mbly resolution 33,'?8, section IV; and New :Oelhi 
Plan of lction, Sectio~ YII C. (a) and (b) (ID/CONF.4/CRP.16/Add.1l. 

1.§,I In the casr or INT}'] some resouri;"ln have been s:rovided but adri i ti on:1l rE'aourcea 
have be&n Rought. See in U.18 r:onMr.tion ID/B/:'11. 

J1/ Soc the repcrt of t ... , Ex~c•itive T>irP.cto:o on tl1e fo! :ow-up of UNIOO PI, ID/B/243. 
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(a} That additional allocations to the progra.1l'lle budget for 1980-1961 be m.ad.e by 
the Geru:~ra~ Assembly; 

(b} That govcrnnents r.iak"! ad.di ~ional voluntary cor.t:-ibutions to UJIIi>F for 
development and transfer of technology activitie~. 

19. It also eraergctl fror.? the discussions in the Conference that ~he URIDO Secretariat 

shoJld report regularl~· to the Industrial Development Board on mechanisms to facilitate tt.e 

generation of increased and more appropriate flows of technology to the developing countries; 

on SU«!t,"l!S~ions regarding the modalities of :~tter util~zation and co-ordinat~on of the 

activities of existine organization~, includir.~ sectoral institut1Mi~; and on the elaboration 

of proposals su3ritted to the Confe::-ence in the lif'lt of the discus ·ions, with particular 

~f P.rence to the special needs of the l .. .ast developed countries. Through the subnission of 

suet. reports, the s~cretariat ·.rould have the 'L.:1.efit of conanuous guidance from the Boare 

on progrannes in the field of industrial technoloey. The Board ir.ay wish, therefore, ":o take 

a decision con~e:"ni~g 3\l~h reporting. 
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