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S•:nmary 

Thi& report describes the activ:ties undertaken by the Industrial and 

Technological Infonnation Bank {INTIB) since thP. last session of the Boa;:-d. 

Bo resources were available specifically for INTIB in 1979; to the extent 

possible, however, the operation vas pursued as a complement to existing 

infl'.'nnation and advisory services. The recommendations of the Board at its 

la'lt session cal'led for a qualEative and ryuantitative improvement of INT::LB 

activ.ties and also its extension to 20 industrial sectors. Th~s would be 

possille only if adequate staff and financial resources were provided - and 

the resources ~o far made available to IllTIB fall f~r short of tho~e required. 

Suggested points for decision by the Board are contained in paragraph 12. 

t 
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1. At its thirteenth session, the Industrial DeveJopment Board considered a Report by the 

Executive Director on the Industrial ana Technologjcc..l Inforrr.3.tior. Ba!_k (INTIB) )./ It also 

had available to it tl-ie report of an expert group meeting on "The analysis of the experience 

gained from the pilot activities of the Industrial and Technological Information Bank (INTIB)..£1' 

held '.:'-9 February 1979. The Board took note ·.•ith appreciatior, of the reports and having 

considerE'd the positive experience gained ~:·om the pilot activities of INT:LB re-;or.1111enO.ed that: 

(a) INTIB be continued as an ongoing activity of UNIDO; 

(b) INTIB's work be undert<Jcen in accordance with the sug~stions of the Expert 
Group as cor.tained in pan.graphs 14 to 21 of that Group's report 
(ID/WG.294/3/Rev.2). and in the report of th~ Executive Director 
(ID/B/22l, paras.3)-36); 

(c) INTIJ3 1 s activiti~s include the sectors and topics covered by the UNIDO 
System of Consuitations as well as the sectors chosen at the International 
Forwn on Apprcpriate Industrial TechnolC'lg,,-; 

(d) Appropriate staff and financial resources be assured • .J/ 
2. The Board requested the Executive Director t1 take into account the vi~ws and suggestions 

expressed in its discus~ions on INTIB and to s~bmit a report on furth£r activities undertaken 

and progress achieved by INTIB to its fourteenth sess.on.~ 

I. ruRTHER ACTIVITIES AND PRO~S OF IN'!'IB 

3. Since thi: pilot operation concluded in December 1978 and the Board could consider its 

results only in May 197~ no resources were available specifically for INTIB in the year 1779. 

To the extt> .. t possible, however, the operation was pursued according to its 01·iginal tenns of 

reference, as a complement to existing infonnation and advisory services. Action relating to 

the four sectors chosen for the pilot operation - namely, iron and steel, fertilizers, agri

cul tu~·al machinery and agro-industries - was continued in terms of collecting, ordering, 

processing and providing infonnation of relevance to the technology selection process, while 

developing lin.lcages with sources and users of such information in developing countr; es. 

-J. Efforts were also undertaken to ir.tegrate the work of INTIB with the ::ngoing activities 

of UNIDO and to direct it in accordanve with the fnrtner orientation that had emer6~d from the 

discussions in the Board as well as from the suggestions contained in the reportR of the 

Expert Group and the &...ecutive DirJctor. Thus, attention was given to a reformulatior. oft'NID01 s 

industrial and technological i.1formation prograr.1me, tal<:ing ltlto account the common features of 

INTlB ::-nd the "traditional" inc'ustrial information activities related to acquiring access to 

information sourc3s 1 management of information material, provision of services, ~remotion of 

linkages, networking with cthe~ systems, and pr~paration of publications. As an aid to t~e 

technology selection process, a joi.nt programme with the Intern:1tional Labour Organisation (lLO) 

was developed on the preparation of technical memoranda for six sectors. In this ~espect a1Ao 1 

a series of ne~ techno~ogical profi!es are being commissi~ned. Inquiries concerning technology 

j/ ID/B/'226. 

£/ JD/WG.294/3/Rev.2. 

1/ A/Y+/16, para.153. 

1/ Ibid., para.154. 
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selecti"n contir.;;eJ to be i:an:il·.::i ':!':ro:.<gt. the Industrial Inquir:: Serv1ce, ;;h:.i.e errorts :a 

mobilize in-hoJ.se ir.for-.1 1 io~ were p:.i.rs:i.ed through the Inlustrial Dev·.::~opr::ent Abs'~. ;;hi .. ~!-

are :r.aintained. as a cor:-.;:-·.iterized data base as well as a series of sales pub:icat ior.s. T'".e 

Abstracts relate or.::; to UNI:>O doc:..!"!entation, but t.he docu:!lentation collected elsewhere i:1 

UNIOO, not onl:,- b;.- the Technolog:; Gro:.ip but also b.i" other Sect ions su.ch as S·~ctoral St·_.,i i·:s 

and Ne5""0tiations, is to b-: f·.::d into a new INTII! d;>curnentati'ln base ;•hich is :..:-.der deve:op:::e::•. 

A feature of this base ;.;ill be the utilizati~n of indexing and abstracting activities for 

subject and co:mtr:: filing for ir.-i'13trial a?:l tech .. '1olo51cal infor.::at~on p:.irposes. 

5. Further ne':;..orkinc ·~fforts were r.-:ade •o access relevant data banks an.:f :o inter.::;i :~.-. 

ongoing activities related to th~ network of correspondents, the roster of consultants ar.i 

the guides to sources of ir.for::ia~ion. Linkages were develol'.-ed with oti:•;r info?":".ation ~.'.:s':e::::;, 

including those developed withi.n the lJnited Nations as ::ionitored b.'..- the Ir.":erorga.nL:'ltio?'.al 

Board for I1cfo!'!"ation S::ste!'.'ls. The UNIDO Secretariat also participated in foe o::goinf~ ;;orlc 

of the United Nat~ons ::::::;t•:'." on a n-~twork of tec!-.nological infor:r.ation. INTIB publications 

as well as a no-.e on tr.-• a,.•:·1ities of INTIB were made available to the Ur .. ited Nacion;; 

Conference on Science a.:-.l T·:chnolog:: for Development (UNCSTD)j/ (which also e:wisac-·:d a tr:r;!-,r.o

logical info:n:.ation s::stem based or. networking similar to that. of IUTIB). Urjer ar. a€1"·.:e'.":er.t 

with the World Intellectual Propert;; Or5a.nization (WIPO) and the A:istrian Pat..:nt Office, "!-.·2 

capaci +.:: of TJNIDO• s ir.fomat ion services r.a::: been c0nsiderahl.'.; ::;i- ren0:hened t!-.ro;_1[,t. t!-,,o 

addition of patent searcher; to compler.-:ent information obtained fr,,,.., other so•.irces. 

6. In an endeavour to intensif.'.; links with users, e'.':'orts .rere made t.J eni1st tne 

co-operation of insti •.;•ions in deve:oping countries in becoming regional or national foc1l 

points for rela;1inf; services pro•lided b:r INTII!. Work was initiated or. t!-.e Jra·>1inF, up of a 

"Director.:.- of :r.du::;trial infoMation 3;rste::i::: and service::; in d·;veloping cour.trir:s" ;:i+.h ,_.1-,ich 

INTIB is to enter ir.to networking arrangement::;. A progra:i::ie of visits to suer. insti tut ior.s, 

to promote co-operation between them and IN1'IP,and poss .. cly to d•;velop technical ass1star.c·; 

programmes, is scheduled for thP first half of 1900. 

7. Work o:-i th•; Technological Information Exchange System (TIES) w::.s ccntin·.:ed, resultinf, 

~ alia, in a complete revision of the TIES coding manual of the cor.iputerized progTa'!lme. 

Several registr;,- offices :;iar"'. icipatine in TIES are bl?ing visited b;( a ;,taft' mr;mber to facilitate 

the s·1pply of information b:i these revstries ir. accordance with the req•Jiremfcnts 'lf t'le ~;,v::;tem. 

II. PROSPECTS roR INTII! 

8. The lil"lited work referred to above was carried ... :.it without specific ::;taff or financial 

resources. For the biennium 1980 - 1981 (a) four P~ofessior.al and six General Service staff 

ancl (b) consultant and contractual se'"Vice::.1 <:'!lcunting to s200.roo per year were proposed for 

INTIB • .Y Th1rne resource::.1 were indicc>.ted as the minimum reriuired to ca.rry out the functions 

outlined by the Expert Group. Ye·i., onl,y two ·ofessional posts, three General Services posts 

and S7~.000 for experts• servic~::; hav~ been made available for INTIB for the bienni~n • .1/ Thes~ 
resource:; are ... ntended to co·.rer not only the preparation of prof1 lea and th•; collection of 

infonnacion on indi~enou1J tf"!chnologi~s frc.m developing countries, but also part ot' the coots 

2/ Rl"!po~t: A/CONF.81/16. 

§/ ID/B/226, para.40. 

J} G•?r.r'r~; Anr;r:r"'.bl.: r•?riol·1t.io'". ~.;/1\J, 

,.. 

.. 
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of specific ir.fomation acquired froc; n1tional t.;c!-.nical infomatior. cen'.:res, g'1vern:::ental 

a.:-.d nc:-.-!;'Qver:-~'nental technical R + D i?1stitutes a.'1d professional ac;sociations and, i:-i connec

tion ;;it!-. tr.e upgrading of coding !:'.anuals, the anal~·sis of da+,. and transl.at ion of r!'.aterials 

for the infor.:iation exchange syste::i of technolog:: contracts. Action is under way to recrui ~ 

the staff r.ow sanctioned. 

'). It is clear that the work •Jf INTIB has been virtually at a standstill and that the 

res0urces made available for jcs operation are .nadequate even for carrying out the tasks 

assigned to it in the four st:r.tors on wr.icr. worr: was u:itiateJ ir. tne pl.lot operation sta.;;e. 

'l'r.e Boari !".a.:: recommended not onl.y the further or1er:tati<Jn of tr,e "iiOrk of INTIB, wh1ch wo:•~i 

cal: for a :rualitative aid quantitative improve:::ent of its ac-t1·:ities, b:J.t a:so ai: extens10:--, of 

i:s covera(;"e to inclu.ie the sectors ar.d copies covereJ b~; the S.;:ste::: of C:lr,s:.,;itatior.s as ;;.,i~ a~ 

fr.e s•;ctors examined by the International Fol".l!!'. on Appropriate Industrial Technology. As a 

resul '.:, some 20 sectors will have to be covered b;: INTIB, as listed i!'I the Annex to this 

report. Such ar, expansion will only be possible, ~owever, if adequate staff and financial 

resources are provided. 

10. The operation of INTiB in the future has to be considered in the context of tre multi-

plici t;: of related initiatives, i!". particular taose of the United Na'.:ions system, and bearing 

ir. :::ind the UNCSTD recommendations relating to the establis~~ent of a global and international 

necwork for the e:.che11ge of scientific and technological infor::-,ation, a networic that was 

previously envisaged in General Assembly resclutions 31/183 of 21 December 1~76 and 32/178 of 

1J D(cember 1977 which foresaw that INTIB should be one of its components. Given adequate 

resources, INTIB, as i: de1Telops, -=0·..11·~ respond L.LJ ':.1 tr.e r·:coT.T.e1:iatior.s r,f UNCS'l'D inS·Jfar 

a:; i~~ b:;tria: techno:oa is crn,cerned. §} 

11. Information systems - if they are tc meet current-day requirements, particularly for 

processed infonnation - require r:ons ,derable financial inputs, as ;;i tness the various info ma

t ion activities now bein0 developed. Ra~id developmc~ts are taking place in the fields of 

information and informatics and the international conmunity is laying ever-greater emphasis 

on communications, on the development of information technology implying the use of data banks 

and telecommunications, and on the volume, speed and form in which industrial and technological 

i:.fon~.at1or. is ·.ranted or re:tuired in ti1~ cevel<.ip1r,;; cc•mtrie:. During tnc dei:oerat1or.s of t~.e 

Th1rrl General Conference of UNIDO, a call was also made tr, ex:; .nci INTIB acti.·11t1es to rncL•cle 

train1n,: and t.echnica~ assistance prog-ramr:ies and also the collection ar.d r,i.ss~m1nation of 

ir.J'o::-~.ation on alt~rr.ative encrg;y tecnnolo~ies of ir.-1!:;ediatr:: relevance to rleveloping countries.2-

Tr.e r•csoi.;rces nade available to I?ITIB ar•! tl•·~s scP.n to fali ver:; far ifr.ort of those that wo'..:.ld 

hi'! rcc~·.ared if it were to seek to fulfil all that is expected of it. The lack of adequate 

staff awl financial resources is a r::ri ti cal con:;t raint in real i z ir.i<_:' tr.e f·d ! po ter qal cf IN'I'IB 

for t:.e bfmeflt of the develop1n~ r:ow-itries. 

§/ Vienna Programme of Action on Science and Tech•.clogy for Development, paras. 70-75, ')6 
(A/CONF.81/16, chap.VII). 

'2J See page 10 of ID/CONF.4/21, ~eport of Co~nittee II, (:.lld alno paee 16 of 
ID/CONF.4/CRP.16/Add.1. 
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III. A~ION REQJIRED OF THE BOARD 

12. Under the circu.~stanc;s the B~a1~ may wish to: 

(a) Recommend to the General Assembly that it gr-ant the reso:irces original),:: 
sought as the minimum necessary (viz., four Professional and six General 
Service staff as well as consult~and contractual ser~1ces amounting to 
1200,000 per year); and/or 

(b) Recommend to Governments of countries participating in the activities of 
UNIDO that they make volu.."ltary contributions to UNIDF for the strengtheni:ig 
of :NTIB; and/or 

{c) Recommend to the Intergovernmental Commit•ee on Science and Technology for 
Development that it allocate resourc~s from the Interim Fund for Science 
and Technology for Development, and from the Ur.ited Nations Financing System 
for Science and Technology for Development to be eventually established, for 
a specific project aimed at strengthening INTIB. 

f 
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Industrial sectors to be covE.red by INTIB 

Iron a.r.d steel 

Fertilizers 

Agricultura~ machinery 
and implements 

Agre-industries 

Non-conventional sources 
.:.f energy 

Pe~rochemicals 

Veget~ble oils and fats 

Leather and leather 
irdustry 

Phonnaceuticals 

Capital goods 

Food process~.n6 

Low-cost transpor-!: for 
rural areas 

Paper prodt~cts and small 
pulp mills 

Energy for rural 
requirements 

Text.ilea 

Fond storage 

Sugar 

Light industries and 
rural workshops 

Construction and 1 Pilding 
materials 

ElectronicR 

INTIB 
pilo·c 
operation 

x 
x 

x 
x 

Related to or recorrunended by 

S:·stem 
of 
Consultations 

x 
x 

x 
x 

x 
x 
x 

x 
x 
x 

International 
Fo!"U!Tt on 
Appropriate 
Industrial 
Technology 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 
JC 

x 

x 
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