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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
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Stmmar

This report describes the activiiies undertaken by the Industrial and
Technological Information Bank (INTIB) since the last session of the Board.
Ko resources were available gpecifically for INTIB in 1979; to the extent
possible, however, the operation was pursued as a complement to existing
infrrmation and advisory services. The recommendations of the Board at its
la3t session called for a qualilative and ruantitative improvement of INTiB
activ.ties and also its extension to 20 industrial sectors. This would be

possiltle only if adequate staff and financial resources were provided - and

the resources so far made available to INTIB fall far short of thore required.
Suggested points for decision by the Board are contained in paragraph 12.
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1. At its thirteenth session, the Industrial Development Board considered a Report by the

Executive Director on the Industrial ana Technological Information Bark (INTIB).1 It also

had available to it the report of an expert group meeting on "The analysis of the experience

gained from the pilot activities of the Industrial and Technologizal Information Bank (INTIB) 2

held -9 February 1979. The Board toock note with appreciatior of the reports and having

considered the positive experience gained f:om the pilot activities of INTIB recommenaed that:
(a) INTIB be continued as an ongoing activity of UNIDO;

() INTIB's work be undertaken in accordance with the suggestions of the Expert
Group as contained in paragraphs 14 to 21 of that Group's report
(ID/HG.294/3/Rev.2). and in the report of the Executive Director
(1D/B/22¢€, paras.35-36);

(¢) INTIB's activitics include the sectors and topics covered by the UNIDO
System of Consuitations as well as the sectors chosen at the Internatioral
Forum on Apprcpriate Industrial Technologsys

(d) Appropriate staff and financial resources be assured.;/

2. The Board requested the Executive Director t» take into account the views and suggestions
expressed in its discussions on INTIB and to submit a report on further activities undertaken

and progress achieved by INTIB to its fourteenth sess.on.é/

I. FURTHER ACTIVITIES AND PROGRESS OF INTIB

3. Since the pilot operaiion concluded in December 1978 and the Board could consider its
results only in May 1979 no resources were available specifically for INTIB in the year 1379.
To the exte..t possible, however, the operation was pursued according to its original temms of
reference, as a complement to existing information and advisory services. Action relating to
the four sectors chosen for the pilot operation - namely, iron and steel, fertilizers, agri-
cultural machinery and agro-industries - was continued in terms of collecting, ordering,
processing and providing information of reclevance to the technology selection process, while

developing linkages with sources and users of such information in developing countries.

4. Efforts were also undertaken to integrate the work of INTIB with the :ngoing activities

of UNIDO and to direct it in accordan.e with the furtner orientation that had emerged from the
discussions in the Board as well as from the suggestions contained in the reports of the

Expert Group and the E..ecutive Diractor. Thus, attention was given to a reformulatior. of UNIDO's
industrial and technological iatormation programme, taking into account the common features of
INT1B ~nd the "traditional” incdustirial information activities related to acquiring access to
information sources, management of information material, provision of services, promotion of
linkages, networking with c¢ther systems, and preparation of publications. As an aid to the
technology selection process, a joint programme with the Intermational Labour Organisation (110)
was developed on the preparation of technical memoranda for six zectors. In this respect also,

a series of new technoliogical profiles are being commissinned. Inquiries concerning technology

ID/B/226.
1D/WG.294/3/Rev. 2.
A/34/16, para.153.
1bid., para.154.
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selectiovn continued to te khaniled *hrough the Industrial Inquirs Service, whiie ettoris o

mobilize in-house infor~adion were pursued through the Iniustrial Development A
P

are maintained as a corputerized data base as well as a series of sales publications. The
Abstracts relate oniy to UNIDO documentation, but the documentation collected elsewhere in
UNIDO, not only by the Technolog Group but also by other Sections such as Sectoral Studi=s
and Negotiations, is to be f24 into a new INTIB documentation basz which is under developmaont.
A feature of this base will be the utilizatien of indexing and abstracting activities for

subject and country filing ror 1industrial ari technological intformation purposes.

5. Further networking =fforts were made *o0 access relevant data banks ani to intersi{.
ongoing activities related to th= network of correspondents, the roster of consultants ari
the guides to sources of informa*ion. Linkages were developed with otrer information sictems,
including those developed within the United Nations as monitored by the Inierorganizational
Board for Information S:stems. The UNIDO Secretariat also participated in the ongoing work
of the United Nations zrs5tem on a natwork of technological information. INTIB publications
as well as a no.e on th- ar~*ivities of INTIB were made available ito the Urited Na.ions
Conferance on Science ani T-:chnology for Development (UNCSTD) (which also envisaged a techno-
logical information system based on networking similar to that of INTIB). Urder an agr:ement
with the World Intellectual Propert:y Organization (WIPO) and the Austrian Patent Office, ihs
capacity of UNIDO's information services raz been considerably strencthened through the

addition of patent searches io complement information uvbtained from other scurces.

6. In an endeavour to intensify links witn ugsers, e’forts w#ere male td eniis! tne
co-operation of insti u*tions in developing countries in becoming regional or national focal
points for relaying services provided by INTIB. Work was initiated orn the Jrawing up of 2
"Directory of industrial information syctemz 2nd services in developing countries™ with which
INTIB is to enter into networking arrangements. A programme of visits to sucr institutions,
to promote co-operation between them and INTIP,and poss.cly to develop technical assistances

programmes, is scheduled for the first half of 1380.

7. Work on the Technological Information Exchange System (TIES) was ccntinued, resulting,
inter alia, in a complete revision of the TIES coding manual of the computerized programmn.
Several registry offices participating in TIES are being visited by a ztaft member to facilitate

[ the sipply of information by these registries in accordance with the requirements of the system.

ITI. PROSPECTS FOR INTIB

8. The limited work referred to above was carried cut without specific staff or financial
resources. For the biennium 1980 - 1981 (a) four Professional and six General Service staff
and {b) consultant and contractual se~vices zmcunting to $200,C30 per year were proposed for
INTIB.6 These resources were indicated as the minimum required to carry out the functions
outlined by the Expert Group. Yei, only two . ‘ofessional posts, three General Services posts
and $75. 000 for experts' serviczs hav2 been made available for INTIB for the bienniun. Thes.
regourcea are intended to cover not only the preparation of profiles and th: collection of

informacion on indigenous technologine from developing countries, but also part ot the costs

5/ Repo-t: A/CONF.B1/16.
6/ 1D/B/226, para.40.

. \ i .7 :
i/ Goneral Asoembly regolution 360 ./30.
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of specific information acquired from national *echnical informatiorn cenires, governmental
and ncn-governmental technical R + D institutes and professional associations and, in connec-

tion with the upgrading of coding manuals, the analysis of da*a and translation of materials

for the information exchange system of technelogs contracts. Action is under way to recrui-

tre staff row sanctioned. .

3. It is clear that the work of INTIB has been virtually at a standstill and that the
rescurces made available for i¢s operation are .nadequate even for carrying out the tasks
assigred to it in the four sectors on which wors was iritiated in trne pilot operation stage.

Tre Boari ra: recommended not only the further crientation of the work of INTIB, which woul

cali for a jualitative and quantitative improvement of its activities, tut also an extension of
1S coverage to include the sectors and coplcs covered by tne System of Corsuitatiorns as weli. as
trhe soctors examined by the International Foiwr on Aprropriate Industrial Technology. As a
result, some 20 sectors will have tc be covered by INTIB, as listed in the Annex to this

report. Such an expansion will only be possible, however, if adequate staff and financial

resources are provided.

10. Tre operation of INTiB in the future has to be considered in the context of tre multi-
plicity of related initiatives, in particular tiose of the United Nations system, and bearing
in mind the UNCSTD recommendations relating to the establichment of a global and international
necwork for the exchaage of scientific and technological infoermation, a networx that was
previously envisaged in General Assembly resclutions 31/183 of 21 December 1376 and 32/178 of
1) December 1977 which foresaw that INTIB should be one of its compsnents. Given adequate
resources, INTIB, as it develops, zoultl respond fully %95 tre racommendations of UNC3TD insofar

as irniustriail technology 1S concerned.

i1. Information systems — if they are tc meet current-day requirements, particularly for
processed information - require cons.derable financial inputs, as witness the various informa-
tion activities now being developed. Rapid developments are taking place in the fields of
information and informatics and the international community is laying ever-greater emphasis

on communications, on the development of information technology implying the use of data banks
and telecommunications, and on the volume, speed and form in which industrial and technological
1:.formatior is wanted or required in the cdevelopirn,; ccuntrie:, During tne deiiveratiors of the
Third General Conference of UNIDO, a call was also made to exp.nd INTIB activities to include
trainin,g and technicai assistance programmes and 2lso the collection ard nissemination of ,
irrorration on alterrative energy tecnnologies of immediatc reitevance to ideveloping countries,<
Tre resources made available to INTIB are thus seen to fall very far snort of those that would
he regulred 1f it were to seek to fulfil all that 1s expected of it. The lack of adequate
staff and financial resources is a critical constraint in realizirg the full potertial cof INTIB

for tie benefit of tne developiny, countries.

3/ Vienna Programme of Action on Science and Techiclogy for Development, paras.70-75, 96
(A/CONF.81/16, chap.VII).

)/ See page 10 of ID/CONF.4/21, "eport of Comnittee II, =nd alao page 16 of
I1D/CONF.4/CRP.16/Add .1,
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III. ACTION REQIIRED OF THE BOARD

12. Under the circumstanc:s the Board may wish to:

(2)

(%v)

Recommend to the General Assembly that it grant the resources originally

sought as the minimum necessary (XE£°' four Professicnal and six General

Service staff as well as consultant and contractual services amounting to
$200,000 per year); and/or

Recommend to Governments of countries participating in the activities of
UNIDO that they make voluntary contributions to UNIDF for the strengthening
of INTIB; and/or

Recommend to the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for
Development that it allocate resourc:s from the Interim Fund for Science

and Technology for Development, and from the Urited Nations Financing Systen
for Science and Technology for Development to be eventually established, for
a specific project aimed at strengthening INTIB.
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