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ID/CONF .4/18 
21 December 1979 

OP.l'iINAL: ENGLISH 

THIRD GENERAL CONFERENCE OF UNIDO·I 
New Delhi. India. 21 January-8 February I~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-} 

Agenda items 5 (b), 5 {d) and 5 (f) 

INTEG:RATION CF WOMEN rn DEVELOI'r~ 

Note by the secretariat of UNIDO 

lJIJ(J 'I' ..... ,, _,. 

Note: Since the Executive Director vill submit to the Industrial !>f>velcp~nt Board 
at its fourteenth session a progress report on the inte~ration of vomen in 
development, the present document limits itself to those aspects of the 
question that should be drawn to the attention of the Third General Confere:n.:e 
of UNIOO. 

id.79-10367 
(80-10?1?) 
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1. The Lima Declaration and Plan of Action on Industrial Development and 

Co-operatior. adopted by the Second General Conference of UHIOO in March 1975 

stated, in paragraph 30, that "in order to render really effective the f'ull 

utilization cf ~heir available human resources, conditions should be created 

by the developing countries vhich make possi'!Jle the full inteeration of •omen 

in social and economic activities and, in particular, in the industrialization 

process, on the basis of equal rights." That same year, the Industrial 

Development Board adopted resolution 44(IX) on integration of vomen in 

development. 

2. Since then, the secreta?"iat has been payin~ increasing attention to the 

role of UNIOO in furthering the participation of vomen in development, as 

evidenced in the annual progress reports submitted to the Industrial Development 

Board. However, as mentioned in these ~ports, the multifaceted pro~es~ cf 

integrating women in developmer.t can only take place gradually, particular:!.y 

in viev of tne complexity of the subject and the diversity of socio-economic 

factors at work in individu.,,_ countries. The magnitude of the -probleD" thus 

calls for an integrat"?d ap}:lroach by both national Governments and the inter­

national community. 

3. Nevertheless, in r•!cent years, it is believ£.d, an awareness has been 

created v!.thin the UNIDO secretariat and the rest of the intematfonal community 

of the potential cojtribution of UNIDO in this field. 

4. T'ne Preparatory Meeting on the Fole of Women in Industrialization in 

Developing Countries, organized by UNIDO in November 1978, laid tr.~ basis for 

the development by the organization of more concrete and coherent programr.es 

geared specifically towards the integration of wonr'l in industrial deveJ opment. 

5. Drawing on some of the recommendations of this meeting, the Industrial 

Development Board at its thirteenth session requested the Executive Director 

(a) To undertake f"tudies related to selected industries. such as 

~lectronics • food processing, and pharmaceutical Md textile industries, and 

t~eir impact on women• taking into account reports on these subjects by other 

aeencies, such as FAO, ILO and WHO; 

(bf To take into consideration the possible impact of industrial redeploy­

me:it on women; 

I 
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(c) To submit the preliminary results of those studies to the Third 
General Conference of UfIDO under sub-items )(b), 5(d) and 5(f) of its pro­
visional agenda. 

6. Furthermore, the Second Conmi.ttee of the General Assembly at its 

thirty-f~urth session recently approved a dra~ resolution entitled "Effective 

mobilization and integration of vomen in development 11
, which in paragraph 3 

reqt~ests the Third General Confer.'nce of UlHDO to consider the que~tion of 

integration and partici,i>ation of vomen in the process of industrial development, 

giving particular attention to: 

11 (a} The impact of nev technologr and deployment of mod~m 

industries on vomen's traditional skills and occupations vhich may 

be endangered; 

(b) Ident·ifying va;ys and means to enhance and facilitate the 

equal participation cf vomen in industrial development, both in rural 

and urban areas. 11 (A/C.2/34/L.29/Rtv.l) 

7. In relation to this request, the secretariat has initiated ·~he action 

descrit-ed belov. 

Studies related to selected industries 

8. Although a number of important st·..idies have been carried o•.it on the sub,ject 

of wcmen's work and economic development, including their participation in 

industry in general, an initial reviev of past and current studies has revealed 

that very little res~arch has been carried out that is directly related tc 

specific industrial sectors. 

9. Such studies should concentrate on the contribution - present and 

potential - ~f vomen in the development of selected industrial sectors and on 

the impact these industries have had on women employees, with the main aim of 

i denti!'ying "means to enhance and facilitate the equal participation of women 

in industrial development both iu rural and urban areas", as requested by the 

!3econd Comni t tee of the General Assembly. 

10. The secretariat is concentrating initial research on two 5ectors: food 

proce~a;ing and textiles. The full contribution of women in the area of agro­

ind..wtry, and in particular in the food processing industry, would seem to 
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deserve special attention in viev of the high priority the developing countries 

accord in their developJ11ent strategies to the promotion of agricultural 

productivity, ag1-o-based industries, and integrated rural development prcgr8llllles. 

As ~·or textiles, vomen are already intensively employed in the textile indus­

tries in the de~loped cmmtries. Practically all veavers in these countries 

are women, and their wages are usua.11y equal tc those of men. Furthermore, 

at present the inaJority of :;tudents in technical wiiversities in this field are 

·.,omen, vhich guarantees that vomen vill play an important role in the develop­

ment of the industry in the future. The picture is \Dlforttmately altogether 

different in the developing countries. 

11. The purpose of UHIDO studies is to reviev and assess, vi thin the franr.vork 

of f'ull and effective participation of vomen in the national development efforts 

of developing countries, the current and potential contribution of vomen tovards 

the development of the food processing and textiles industries in these countries. 

l~. The studies vill seek to (a) identify areas vhere the contribution of vomen 

to the developmen't of the food processing and textile incustries is particularly 

important; (b) analyse special factors - positive or negative - relevant to 

the female vork !orce in those industries; ( c) assess the impact of the food 

processing and textile industries on vomen employees; and (d) provide guidance 

as to policies and policy measures to increase the contrfjution of vomen to those 

industries. 

13. The studi~s vill also aim at developing project co11::..epts and proposal• for 

effectively involving women in the food processinf!: and textile industries. 

14. Consultation& are currently under vq vith FAO and !LO concerning poedble 

areu of collaboration in these research projc"'-ts. 

15. It is expected that the findings of these studies vl.11 be available fer 

submission to the Indust~ial Development Board at its fifteenth eeesion. 

The- iS>•'?t of industrial recleploxment on women 

16. The UllIDO secretariat is foc~ing attention on the impact of the industrial 

reap.iO)'mllt proceH on wcmen in developing and developed countriee 1ID/COIF.4/9, 

pp. 20-21). A preli"llinary st1ld;J is beins mclertaken on the nature, extent and 

i111J1lications of the participation of women in the industrial production procesees 

rec»ployed to the developing countries. 'l'he results or the •t\U\v' will be made 

available to the Conference. 

•. - - - -
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