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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION
Vienna International Centre, P.O. Box 300, 1400 Vienna, Austria

Tel: (+43-1) 26026-0 * www.unido.org * unido@unido.org
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ID/CONF.L /18
21 December 1979

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

THIRD GENERAL CONFERENCE OF UNIDO“

New Delhi, India, 21 Yanuary—8 February 1960

bme

Agenda items 5 (t), 5 (d) and 5 (f)

INTEGRATION CF WOMEN IN DEVELOPYENT

Note by the secretariat of UNIDO

Ui -
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Note: Since the Executive Director will submit to the Industrial Develcpment Board
at its fourteenth session a progress report on the integration of women in
development, the present document limits itself to thnse aspects of the
question that should be drawn to the attention of the Third General Conference
of UNIDO.
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1. The Lima Declaration and Plan of Action on Industrial Develspment and
Co-operation adopted by the Second General Conference of UNIDO in March 1975
stated, in paragraph 30, that "in order to render really effective the full
utilization cf their available human resources, conditions should be created
by the develcping countries which make possible the full integration of women
in social and economic activities and, in particular, in the industrializaticn

il

process, on the basis of equal rights.” That same year, the Industrial
Development Board adopted resolution LL(IX) on integration of women in

development.

2. Sinece then, the secretariat has been paying increasing attenticn to the
rcle of UNIDO in furthering the participation of women in develcpment, as
evidenced in the annual progress reports submitted to the Industrial Developrent
Board. However, as mentioned in these —eports, the muitifaceted process of
integrating women in developmert can only take rlace gradually, rarticularly

in viev of the complexity of the subject and the diversity of socio-economic
factors at work in individus' countries. The magnitude of the protlem thus
calls for an integrated agproach by both national Sovernments and the inter-

national community.

3. Nevertheless, in r2cent years, it is believed, an awareness has been
created within the UNIDO secretariat and the rest of the international commumity
of the potential coatribution of UNIDC in this field.

4. The Preparatory Meeting on the Role of Women in Industrialization in
Developing Countries, organized bty UNIDO in November 1978, laid tkLe basis for
the development by the orgenization of more concrete and coherent programres

geared specifically towards the integration of women in industrial develorment.

S. Drawing on some of the recommendations of this meeting, the Industrial

Develorment Board at its thirteenth session requested the Executive Director

(a) To undertake rtudies related to selected industries, such as
electronics, food processing, and pharmaceutical and textile industries, and
their impact on women, taking into account reports on these subjects by other

agencies, such as FAO, ILO and WHO;

(o) To take into consideration the possible impact of industrial redeploy-

ment on women;
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(c) To submit the preliminary results of those studies to the Third
General Conference of UFIDO under sub-items 5(b), 5(d) and 5(f) of its pro-
visional agenda.

6. Furthermore, the Second Committee of the General Assembly at its
thirty-fourth session recently approved a draft resolution entitled "Effective
mobilization and integration of women in development", which in paragraph 3
requests the Third General Confer~nce of UNIDO to consider the question of
integration and participation of women in the process of industrial development,

giving particular attention to:

"(a) The impact of new technology and deploymcnt of modern
industries on women's traditional skills and occupations which may

be endangered;

(b) Identifying ways and means to enhance and facilitate the
equal participation cf women in industrial development, both in rural
and urtan areas.”" (A/C.2/34/L.29/Rev.1)

T. In relation to this request, the secretariat has initiated . he action

descrited below.

Studies related to selected industries

8. Although a number of important studies have been carried out on the subject
of wcmen's work and economic development, including their participation in
industry in general, an initial review of past and current studies has revealed
that very little research has been carried out that is directly related tc

specific industrial sectors.

9. Such studies should concentrate on the contribution - present and
poteantial - of women in the development of selected industrial sectors and on
the impact these industries have had on women employees, with the main aim of
identifying "means to enhance and facilitate the equal participation of women
in industrial development both in rural and urban areas”, as requested by the
Cecond Committee of the Genersl Assembly.

10. The secretariat is concentrating initial research on two sectors: food
processing and textiles. The full contribution of women in the area of agro-

industry, and in particular in the food processing industry, would seem to
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deserve special sttention in view of the high priority the developing countries
accord in their development strategies to the promotion of agricultural
productivity, agro-based industries, and integrated rural development prcgrarmes.
As for textiles, women are already intensively employed in the textile indus-
tries in the devéloped countries. Practically all weavers in these countries
are women, and their wages are usually equal tc those of men. Furthermore,

at present the majority of students in technical universities in this field are
women, which guarantees that women will play an impcrtant role in the develop-
ment of the industry in the future. The picture is unfortunately altogether

different in the developing countries.

11. The purpose of UNIDO studies is to review and assess, within the framework
of full and effective participation of wvomen in the national development efforts
of developing countries, the current and potential contribtution of women towards

the development of the food processing and textiles industries in these countries.

12. The studies will seek to (a) identify areas where the contribution of women
to the develoopment of the food processing and textile incdustries is particularly
important; (b) analyse special factors - positive or negative - relevant to

the female work force in those industries; (c) assess the impact of the food
processing and textile industries on women employees; and (d) provide guidance
as to policies and policy measures to increase the contribution of women to those

industries.

13. The studies will also aim at developing project corniepts and proposals for

effectively involving vomen in the food processing and textile industries.

[ 14, Consultations are currently under way with FAO and ILO concerning possible

areas of collaboration in these research projeccts.

15. It is expected that the findings of these gtudies will be available for
submission to the Industrial Development Board at its fifteenth session.

The impe+t of industrial redeployment on women

16. The UNIDO secretariat is focusing attention on the impact of the industrial
redepioyment process on women in developing and developed countries /ID/CONF.L/9,
pp. 20-21). A preliminary study is being undertaken on the nature, extent and
implications of the participetion of women in the industrial production processes
redeployed to the developing countries. The results of the study will be made
avaiiable to the Conference.
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