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INTRODUCTION 

The present report on t~de in capital goods between 21 Arab countries and 

OECD countries during the 1970s (1971-1930), is based on raw data available 

from muoo sources. 

For convenience, these capital goods have been arra...~ged into five SITC Rev.1 

groups at the two-digit level. Accordingly, we have: SITC 69; 71; 72; 73; 86. 

Within each two-digit level, these capital goods( which were reported at the 

four and five-digit levels)have been grouped under the three-digit levels to 

which they correspond. Thus, under SITC 69, there are six three-digit headings 

under which fall 23 four and five-digit level capital goods; under SITC 71, there 

are six three-digit headings under which are arranged 59 four and five-digit level 

capital goods; under srrc 12, there are two three-digit headings under which we 

have 22 four and five-digit level capital goods; under S!TC 73, there are three ,., 
three-digit level headings under which are arranged 25 four and five-digit level 

capital goods; and under SITC 86, we have six three-digit headings under which are 

arranged 6 four and five-digit level capital goods. On the whole, these capital 

goods number 135. 

Although this rcp£rt dee.ls with the period: 1971 through 1980, data were not a.lwaya 
.· 

available for either 1971 or 1980 making it therefore impossible to calculate the 

average annual growth rate of imports over this period. In such cases, r;rowth rates 

have only been calculated over the two extreme periods for which d.a.ta were 

recorded. Astcriscs have been used to denote such absence or lack of data and the 

exa.c·t years for (f1·om) which data were available \1ere inserted accorrlinely in 

pa.rcnthccin. 
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This was particularly the case in the tables i'or the capital goodS under the 

following srrc 3-digit level headings: 711 712 715 717 718 719; 723 729; 731 

732 and 733. 

Capital goods under srrc 691 692 693 694 695 698 and 861, all all had complete 

data. 
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FHHS!!ED STHUC'rURAI, PAR'!'S A!ID STRUC.'i'URES, n. c. s. :SI'fC 691. 

In 1980, Saudi Arabia vas the largest importer of the two cor:t:nodities 

recorded under this group: Finished structural parts and structures of 

iron 3r steel(SITC 6911); a.z:id Finished structural imrts and !;tructures 6 
Se'I. 1-.<-ble..s un.;\!l.r ~ -t...:i__,.,,J;._~;F,...,i4;;1,J s-frllc.( .... .,.._J~..._ .. t5~1,J :::fvwJ•·~-ilJ:-S1T<: ?-f 
of alurninium(SITC 6912)/\ In that.year, this country spent the sums of 

$802,884,000 and $147,951,000 respectively on the import of these 

commodities. Over the decade of the 1970s, these imports grew at the 

annual rates of 59.9% for SITC 6911 and 73.0% for SITC 6912. 

The second largest importer of the tvo capital goods after Saudi Arabia 

in 1980, vas Libya vhose import bill for SITC 6911 vas $419,898,000 and 

for SITC 6912, $64,396,ooo. 

However, Democratic Yemen experienced the highest average annual import 

growth over the 1970s(l22.6%) in the importation of SITC 6911 on vhich 

goods the country spent the total sum of $12,063,000 in 1980. F.gypt, with 

an import bill amounting to $78,812,000 in 1980, became the second fastest 

growing importer of SITC 6911(80.0%) oevr the decade. On the whole, the 

~ve~~ge import grO'.rth rate of all the ArP.~ countries put together was 48.7%. 

Of finished structural parts and structures of aluminil.llll(SITC 6912), Egypt 

vas the fastest growing importer(99.8%) among the Arab countries during the 

decade vith import bill in 1980 amounting to $13,670,000. This country vas 

followed in import grovth by Iraq(81.0%) which spent in 1960 a total sum of 

$26,115,000 on SITC 6912 imports. 

Total Arab spending on SITC 6912 imports, amounted to $323,981,000 in 1980 

and grev over the 1970 decade at the average rate of 53,6% nnnually. But total 

Arab trade on SITC 6911 grew at the slow~r rate of h8.7% nnd amoWltcd to 

$2,191,618,000 in 1900, 
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ME'fAI. CONTAINERS YCR ~TORAGE N!D 'fP.fl~~3POR'!': srrc 692. 

Four capital goods ~ere recorded under this group: Tanks,vats and reservoirs 

for storage of manuf~cturing use~SITC 6921), Casks, urums, boxes, cans and 

similar commercial containers used for transport of goo~~(SITC 6922), 

compressed gas cylinders of iron or steel(SITC 69231) and compressed gas 

cylinders of aluminium(SITC 69232). S ~e. t~I~ t..t-.J4. .... ~ -ht-.~ . .:I~~: 
M.c..+..J Gor.t-~s f ~t u~r44e o.Nld l,.-.c\....s po_.:t-: ~IT c.. 69'2-. d' 

. 
Saudi Arabia, with the total import bill cf $36,386,ooo in 1980 vas the 

largest ir.iporter of SITC 6921 in that year, followed by Iraq whose import 

bill amounted to $28,460,000. But vhereas the imports of Iraq grew over the 

1970 decade by the average annual rate of 48.6%, that of Saudi Arabia grew 

by 4o.6t. Jordan however, wa~ the fastest growing importer with an annual 

import grovth rate of 91.5%. 

Saudi Arabia was also the largest importer of SITC 69231 in 1980($29,083,000). 

And while Egypt was the second largest importer(~l4,563,000), its imports grew 

at the slightly higher average rate of 52.5% than that of Saudi Arabia which 

was 50.5%. The United Arab Emirates remained throughout the decade, the 

fastest growing importer of SI'l'C G9231 with the average annual irr.,t.>ort growth 

rate of 95.8%. However, of SITC 69232, Egypt was the largest im.i.>orter in 1980 

($298,000) as well as the fastest growing importer 1uring the decadP(87.8%). 

Saudi Arabia, with an import bill of $273,000 was the second larr,est 1980 importer 

as well as the second fastest gro'loTing import~r(72.7%) 

Libya made the !argent i;ingle importation of SITC 6922 in 1980( $12 ,1?6,000) 

and observed an average annual import growth rate of 19.3% over the 1970s. 

Iraq was the second largest 1980 importer($7,302,000) and its imports grew 

over the decad.e at the average annual rate of 36.1~. But Yemen Arab Republic 

althoueh with a lenser import bill than Libya and Iraq in 1980, experie.1ccd 

the fa.r;tent nvenige p;rowth rate of import (93.6%) annually over th<: 1970 

l 
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HIRE PnO:DUC'~S (EXCI.Unrm ELF.GT RIG) AUD }""'!·=rcr~G GRILLS: srrc 693. 

The thn:e co.pi to.l 5'"Ccd~ reported un.dcr t;~;i::: ,·:rcup ~!!:!re: Hire c02blN•, rop~.:~, ph.i. ~"·1 

bands, slings and similar ar~iclcs not insulated(SHC 6931 };Wire of iron or :>l;eel of 

types used for fenci~(srrc 6932); and G.:i.uz;:, ne-ttin,c{, grill, fcncin,c;, etc. of wire 

(SITC 6933). ~u 1~t:iL~ ~-"r'. -4~ ~--,d j-v.,j: WIYQ. p-,,u}<-J c.t .s c''-X'c.L'-1.:1~") 
Q.1.e.t..hic.)c:f~d 'f-~>.,C.~~ t-J.-1U.s.S1:c 0J3 

Of SITC 6931 and 6933, Saudi Arabia was the large:::t importer among all Ar1.b countries 

in the year 1)80 with im9ort bills of the two comrn.odi~ics araoun~ing to S56,557,ooo 

and $341 2231 000 respectively. Thin country's import of SITC 6931 r;rew at the annual 

average rate of 51. 5,~ over the 1970s while that of SITC 6933 greu <.:.~ the hit~!:cr 2_nnual 

rate of 50.1~%· With these <r1erage import growth rates, Saudi Arabia became the sc~ond 

fastes·t growing importer of SI'I'C 6931 and the fastest growing ir.:porter of SITC 6933 

during the decade period. Significantly also, this countr,:r was the f:econd lari:;est 

importer of SITC 6932 in 1980 with $1,098,000 import bill on the eood which wa.s 

imported at the lea:;t average rate of 28.o;~ annually. 

Libya was the next significant importer if tI-.c thrf;e capital goods under review. It 

was the largest importer of Sl'rC 6932 in 19(30 when this commodi t:r accounted for 

l5, 3931000 in import expenses, having been imported O'rcr the 1970 decade at the a:1era,€n 

annual growth rate of 54.6% which placed the country as the second fastest growing 

importer of SITC 6932 in the 1)70s after Qatar. Qatar's importation of the capital 

good grew at the airerage rote of 34.z% annually. 

Libya was the second lareest importer of SITC 6933 ($12,365,0CO) in 1980 and the fourt':1 

fastest growing importer (46. TM after Saudi Arabia, Yemen Arab Republi~(53.1) and 

Iraq(48.6%) during ihe 1970s. 

Overall Arab imports of SITC 6931, 6932 and 6933 grew over the 1970s at the average 

annual ra;tes of 31.7~, 25.51 a.nrl 40.7% respectively. And the total Arab largest impcrt 

expenditure was made on wire' cablec, rc,1ec, plaited bands, slings and similar articles, 

not insulated(SITC 6931) which a~countad :for S17'.),323,0CO. Total :\rab import bill for 

SITC 6932 was $8,214,000 in1980 and $74,340,000 for SITC 6933 in the same year. 

The faGtent growing importer of SITC 6931 was Democratic Yemcn1This country's import of 

the commodity grew at; the average rate of 82.8'0 annually over the 1970 decade. Itn 

total import bill in 1980 was $2,049,000. Democratic Yemen however was the lea.st 1980 

importer of SITC 6933 on which it spent on that year the mim of S23,ooo. Djibouti was 

the leaot importer of both SITC 6931($52,000) and SITC 6932 ($2,000) in 1980. 



~------.....---~ - -

-6-

NAII,S1 SCRE::·:S,NUTS, RIV1;;l'S AND SIMILAR ARl'ICLES of IRON' OR of COPP.ER: SITC 694 

In 19801 Saudi Arabia was the largest importer of each of the two ca.pi tal goods 

reported under this group: Nails, tacks, stapl~s, spikes, etc.(srrc 6941) and 

Nuts, bolts, screws, rivets, washers, etc.(SITC 6942). In that year, tte country 

spent $41 931,000 on the importation of SITC 6941 a.nd seven time3 that amount 

-1 

(t34,524,000) on SITC 6942 • ._;,' - SeQ IAbk_s 
~4a_-"r the_. -f...u.d.:-:;: tJ.A.ilS1 S.C.-Y~W'!>.1 ~S.1 nvd:_s C>v--. .. ~1~\a.,t,- 4:i~.lit.1'€$ ;c;,17<.. b~1· 

Saudi Arabia's imports of the two capital goods grew over th"! 1970 decade at the 

average annual rates of 49. 5i1 for SITC 6941, and 47. 9% for SITC 6942. 

Iraq, which was the second largest importer of SITC 6941 in 1'1$0 spent S3, 254,000 

on the good in that year, and $13,4751 000 on SITC 6942 of which in th_e same ye<..r 

it was "!'he third largest importer. However, Iraq's importation of SITC 6942 r;r2.W 

at a faster average ra;te of 43.5i than that of SITC 6941 which experienced an 

annual gro;zth rate of 41.5%. Of _SITC 6942, Algeria was the second largest impo:.·ter 

in 1980 with an import bill of $18,361 1 000. Over the 1970 decade, tl1is country's 

imports of SITC 6942 grew annually at the average rate of 24.1%. 

The United Arab Emirates was the fastest growing importer of both SITC 6941 and SITC 

6942 over the decade. The cour.try's imports of these capital goods grew at the 

average annual iates of 77. 3% and 53.c:Yfa respectively. And while Hs 1S60 impcrt bill 

for SITC 6941 (which ha.d a faster import growth rate) arr¢'ountt:c!. to $1,559,000, that 

for srrc 6942 wan recorded to be $10, 171,000 (1980). 

After the United Arab Emirates, Yer..en Ara.b Republic was the second fastest r,ro\:ing 

importer of SITC 6941(Na.ils, tacks, staplec, spikes, etc.) and SITC 6942(Nuts, bolts, 

screws, rivets, washer!::, etc.). Its imports of SITC 6941 grew over the 1970s at the 

average annual ra~e of 72.a;fo, while that of SITC 6942 r,rcw at 49.4% annually. But 

whereas the 1980 import expenditure of thic cour.try on f!TC 6941 wa.G ~264,000 its 

import bill for SITC 6'.:,i42 was recorded at ~630,000 in the same year. 

1;:cit r)-.• I 

Total .Ara.1 imports of SITC 6941 (1980) wac $21 9 012,000, a. bill, 4.3 times rnnrc tna.n/\! 

the l&.:t'gest single 1980 importer(Saurli Arabia). Overall Arab impor-~s of thiu 

commodity GJ.'0W over the decade at the averaee annual rate of 28.8%. All Arab :i.mports 

of SITC 6942 (1980.) wan rn0re imprcesive. The twenty-one countries ~:pent in thn:~ year, 

a totel of $119,362,000 on ~ITC 6942 and experienced an average import growth rate 

of 38.8% a.nnu.ally. 
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TOOLS FOR USE :m THE ll!Jm OR m I·!ACHilrES: sri·c 695 

Six COl.pitcl.l tiOods were recorded under this ~roup:Hahd tools for agriculture or 

fore~try{SITC 6951); Hand saws and saw blades(SITC 69521); Pliers, pincers, spanners 

etc.(SITC 69522); Hand tools etc., n.c.s.(SITC 69523);Cutting blades for machines 

(SITC 69525), and Tool tip~, e+.~., unmounted, of sintered metal carbidcs(S~TC 6952G). _ 
_s(..-e_ I ~4- u...-,k..,... ll<A~~. Tod-~ ro~ usa. ~ -tkl_ i.-~) Dy 1\-.\Qc:.~; 511 (.h~~ 

Saudi A~bia was generally the largest 1980 importer of these capital eoodG. In 
particular, this country wa.s the largest 1980 importer of :four of t~ese commoditieG: 

l'f--..,1 
SITC6~7;:!;69522;69523;69525; the fourth largest impor·ter of SITC 6951, and the fourth 

largcJt 1980 importer of SITC 69526. For SrfC 69521, this country's 1980 import bill 

stood at $5,9121 0001 and $131 3061 000 for SITC 69522. Its 1~0 import expenditure was 

the highest for SITC 69523($361 5701 000). I~ was recorded for SITC 69525 as $5,098,00G 

in the same year. Of SITC 69526, Saudi Arabia was the fastest growing importer over 

the decade of the 1970s with the average :i:nport growth rate of 81.1% annually. The 

country was also the oecond fastest growing importer of SITC 69525 over the decade 

'Wi tn the average import growth rate of 75. 7% annually. 

The United Arab Emirates was the ~astest growing importer over the 1970 decade of 

both SITC 6951 and SITC 69523 with the average import rates of 66.9~ and 62.4~ 

respectively. In respect of Sll'C 69521 and 69522, this country was jn each case the 

second fastest growing importer with annual average import growth rates at 63.3J~ 

and 57.3% resp0ctively. The United Aral'• Emirates in 1980, spent $201 1 000 on Srl'C 6751 

imports; S6r587,000 on SITC 69523 imports; $1,299,000 on SITC 69521 itlports and 

S2,732,ooo on SITC 69522 imports. 

With the a.ver<i.gc annual impori growth 1'6.te of 63. 6'%, Egypt became the second fastest 

growing importer of SITC 6951 over the decade ci.nd with 65. 5/~, became the fastect 

growing importer of SITC 69522. Ale..:> this country was the second fastest groHing 

importer of SITC 69526(46. 7~). In 1980, Egypt spent S336, 000 on SITC 6951 imports. In 

the same year, the country 'E import bill for SITC 69521 amounted to ~2, 296,000, aud 

was recorded as ~2,6991 000 for SITC 695?.2. SITC was the capital good for which it 

made the lcaet purchase in 1980(S220,ooo) compared to all other commodities under the 

SITC 695 group. 

'l'otal Arab import bills of 1980 for these goods were as follows: $9,827 ,ooo(SI'l'C 6951 ); 

S23,566,000(SI'rC 69521 ); 337 ,903,ooo(SITC 69522); $136,835,ooo(SITG 69523); 

$12,5g2,000(:::;1TC 69525); S2,565,000(SI'l1C 69526). The hiehozt overall Arab import 

growth war; c:t.p<:ricnced in '~he importation of srrc 69525 which went at the yearly 

a.vcra.6c rate of 38.0~ and. thr~ lowcnt import erowth rate took place in SI'l'C 6951 the 

imporl'l.tion of >-rhich r,rcw at the av<lra,t;c annual ra.te of 25. 2%. 
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KA!iUFAC'rllPJ~S OF f.tcrAL, n. e. r;; SI'l'C 693 

Six capital goods were reported under this group: Jnterchanl~eable tooln, hand a~J 

machine(SITC 69824); Chain and parts -~hereof of iron or steel(SITC 6983);Anchc.rs, 

grap:riels and parts thereof of iron or steel(SI'l'C 6984); Springs and leaves for Eprings 

of iron, steel or copper(SI'l'C 698S); Flexible tubing and piping of base metal(SITC6'.)138;­

and soldering and welding rods, etc. of base metal or of metal carbides(SITC 69887). 
SEt:: T"'-b\..1t. ~'Y ii..A.G L...tt..~J ~~ 

Sau.di Arabia was the largest 1980 importer of SITC 6983 on which "';he country spent. 

the sum of S4,482,ooo. This amount was 20.~ of total Arab import bill for SlTC 69S3 

in the same year( ). The second largest importer of this capital good after 

Saudi Arabia was the United Arab Emirates with an import bill in that year totalling 

S2,268,000. Although the fastest growing importer of this good over the 197e decade 

(53.0~ average irr.port growth rate a.nnually),Yemen Arab Republic ir.adP one of the least 

imports of the conimodity in 1980(~138,000) whereas Saudi Arabia witb the largest impori 

bill became the second fastest #!rowing importer(45.4fo). 

Also, Saudi Arabia was the largest 1980 importer of SITC 6984($758,000), followed by 

Egypt($199,ooo). And whereas Saudi Arabia's import bill for tha.t year represented 43.0· 

of total Arab imports($1,746,000), Egypt's represented only "11.4%. lforocco, with the 

fastest average import growth rate over the 197os(53.7%) recorded in 1980 an import 

bill(S48,000) that was a m~re 2.7i of overall Arab import expenses on the commodity fo: 

the year. Overall Arab imports over the 1970s grew at the average annual rate of 25. 7~· 

Of srrc 69824, Algeria was the lareest 1980 importer(S35, 149,000) and Saudi Arabia, t1: 

second largest with an impo_-vt bill of $32,491,000 in that year. And over the 1970s, 

Saudi Arabia's imports grew at a fa3ter average annual ratc(34.1%) than Algeria.' s(26. ~: 
But the fastest growing importer was Yemen Arab Republic(64.4%), follot-red by the Unitr· 

Arab Emira.tes(54.5'f.,) which country's 19Co import bill(Z20,488,ooo) was twenty-one time 

that of Yemen Arab Republic(S963,ooo) for that year. 

The largest and. second largest 1980 importers of SITC 6986 were still Algeria anC. 

Saudi Arabia respectively. Algeria's bill amounted to S9,600,ooo, while Saudi Arabi<•.'~·· 
wac; $6,704,000. The United Arab Etr.irates, with one of the least import billc in 1980 

($799,000) war: the fa. ·test growing importer(46.3~) over the 1970 decade. 

With a 1980 import bill of t6,162,000 the United Arab Emirates became the larGcst 

importer of SI'rC 6988?. in tha.t year a.G Well as the fastest. growing importer OVC'r the 

197os(163.7;t). Saudi Arftbia wa.o the second lart;cF.:t importer in that yea.r($2,547,000)• 

But of SITC 69887, H wa.s the largeot 1980 importcr(S12,535,ooo) while ·the United 

Arab EmiratPr> wan the cccond. larr,cet 1980 impor~cr($5,578,000) with Jordan hav}ng the 

far;tc:::t import c:ro1.;l:h rate: 65. 5'f, c:;,tmuc-.lly on the aver<.i-r~c. OV'(~rall Arab import bilh~ 
for ~;I'I'C(,fY)( ;md 6<)38? were rcr;pcc;Lively :.~~'i,~!?G,OOCJ •~nJ. ~1),?.'.)6,0()0 in 1Si'.3o. 
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Pl'~:l~R GL~_,_ iC-.'i'TiiG r::Ac~rn:r:HY OTHI~H 'i'Irtlr r:r.rc11 HIG: Sl'rC 711 

Ellcven capital boods ucrc rccordPd under !;hi!; group: Stcu.rn ccneratine boilers 

(SITC 7111); Boiler house plant(SITC 7112); Steam engines incorporating boiler3 

(SITC 71131); Steam engines not incorporating boilers(SITC 71132); Internal coml•ustion 

engines for air cra.ft(SITC 71141); Jet and gas turbines for air craft(SITC 711~2); 

Internal combustion engines not for air craft(7115); Gas turbines other than for air 

craft(SITC 7116); Nuclear reactors(srrc 7117); Water turbines and other water en:;ines 

(SITC 71181);a...~d Engin~s, wind, hot air engines not water engines(srrc 71189). ~.Q__ 
-.~b\.c.S VIA-\.dQ- dl...0 ~le~ 

The largest all Arab import expenditure(1980) l·m.s made on_intcrnal combustion (Jngines 

not for air craft(srrc 7115). This amo~tcd in 1980, to S1,u68,587,ooo. The largest 

single importer of this good in that year wa~ Saudi Arabia whi~h accounted for 

$248,656,000 in import bill or 23.3% of overall.Arab import expenditure on S!'PC 7115 

in 1980. Although accounting for only 1.0~ of total Arab 1980 import bill (for SITC711 '.; 

Qatar nevertheless, was the fastest growing importer of this commodity with the average 

annual import growth rate of 72.1'% over the 1970 decade. 

Of SITC 7111 .7112 71131 71132 71142 and 7116, Saudi Arabia. was the largest 1980 

importer. This country accounte~ for 51.3fo of total Arab import bill for SITC 7112 in 

1~0($75,553 1 000); 36.1% of total Arab import bill for SITC 7116 in 1980(S829,439,ooo): 

33.8% of total Arab import bill for SITC 71131 in 198o(s91,781,ooo); 32.4~ of total 

Arab import bill for SITC 71142 in 1980(S227,413,000);29.5% of total Arab import bill 

for SITC7111 in 1980($294,243,000); and 23.1~ of total Arab import bill for SITC 71132 

in 1980($451 343,000). Of SITC 71142, this country was both the largest 1980 importer 

($73,673,000) and the fastest growing importer over the 19370 decade with the average 

annual import growth rate of 35.8~. 

Other significant importers of capital goods under the SITC 711 group, include EcYPt, 

J orda.n, lfauri tainia and Libya. 

Egypt was the largest 19Bo importcr(S7,647,ooo) of SITC 71141 as well as the fastect 

gro~d~ importer with an average annual import growth rate of 69. 6% over the 1970s. 

Jordan which wa.s the second largao·t importer(SG, 787 ,ooo) wa.s alco the second fast est 

growing irnportcr(54.5j,) of this capital r;ood over the decade. Of SI'rC 71181, 

Mauritania. was both the largest 1980 importer(::;3,988,ooo) and the fcstest growing ·:}•. 

]mporter(110.o;'3 growth rate on the average annually). Over the decaue, Libya's averoec· 

annue,l rate of importation of SITC 7111(77.of,) and SITC 71131(142.rt~) was highest 

compared to nll other Arab countries. Alco this coun-trJ was the second largest importe::· 

of thN;c two ca.pi tal goo de in 1930 after Sa.ud:i. Arabia. !<'or SITC 7111, J.i bya.' s 1980 

import bill wac $62, 136, 000 and for SITC 71131, it amounted to $28,862,000 • 

Sudan's ir:ipo:r-~ performance wan nome what si{?lific:a.nt; for this countr-/ in 19go accountr 

foT.' the l~1:rl~or:t -lrnport bill f')r ~;J'i'C 711s9e~ri, 126,ooo). At the m1mn jirnc, it w2z alco 
the f;;,:.:;r;:;t r;r('·,rinc: impo:dcr. of -~i,ic co:r,morlH,y over thP 197or;( 1~0.0/1 )• 
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ACHICULTUHAT. ?~\CHTITERY JUrn rnPr.t::.:urrs: srr_5! 712 

The six capital goods recorded under this group include: Agricultural machinery for 

cultivating the soil(SITC 7121 ); .1\~ricultural machinery for harvesting and threshing 

(SITC 7122); Cream separators(srrc 71231 ); Other dairy m.:-ichinery(SITC 71239); Presses 

for juice making etc.(SI'l'C 71292); and Other agricultural machinery(SITC 71299). ~€.... 
+~bi.Qs iA...A1Cl!-v ~ ... f......D_.:S) .._._f> 

On the whole, the Arab countries macle the most 1980 import expenditure on SITC 7122, 

the bill of which was recorded to be $253, 723,000. About 25.0;~ of this was accounted 

for by Ira.q($62, 794,coo) with which bill the country became the largest single importer 

of SITC 7122 in 1980 while ~lgeria, trith a 1980 import bill of $44,857,000 was the 

second larc;est importer. Oman was the fastest grovdne importer, importin.g at the 

average growth rate of 147.c;f, annually. 

Of SITC 71299, Iraq was also the largest 1930 importer. With an import bill of 

$33,311,000, this country accounted for 29.5}~ of total Arab import bill for SITC 71299 

in 1980. Saudi Arabia was both the second largest 1)-80 importcr(~22,278,000) as well as 

the second fastest growing importer(84. 9M over the 1970s, the fastest growir.g importer 

over this period being Yemen Arab Republic whose importation of SITC 71299 grew at the 

average annual rate of 85.7%. Total Arab import bill for this good in 1<)80 was 

s 112, 926, ooo. 

Saudi Arabia accounted for 30.7~ of total Arab import bill for sr·rc 71239 in 1980. With 

an import expenditure of S9,646,ooo, it was the largest single importer of the good in 

1980. Overall Arab import bill was recorded to be $31,413,000. The fastest growing 

importer was Djibouti whose SITC 71239 imports gret1 annually at the average rate of 

123.8~. 

With l:20,094,000 as import bill for Srl'C 71231 in 1980, Morocco accounted for 38.5% 

of total Arab import bill(S52,157,ooo) for that year and became the la.rge~t 1980 

importer of the capital good •. Egypt was the second largest importer($13,150,ooo) and 

a·t ·the same -time, the fastest grovling importer of this commodity over the 19'70s. Its 

imports grew at the average rate of 131.1~ annually. 

Total Ai·ab imports of Srl'C 7121 and 71291 grew over the decade by the average annual 

rate of 34. ~ and 14. 9fe respectively. The single fastest growing importer of SITC 7121 1 

was Morocco(107.6%) and of Srl'C 71291, Jordan(79.6~). In 1980, Yemen Arab Republic was 

the largeot importer of this good($16,553,ooo) and Libya, the largest importer of SITC 

71291 in the Dame year($718,ooo). Overall Arab 1980 import bills for srrc 7121 and 71291 

were S97,537,ooo a.nd $3,283,000 reBpectively. 
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1·~AL worucmc: r.!ACHWEflY: SITC 715 

f.>JCtC., 
Three capital goods,\ recorded 

under this group: Converters, ladles, ignot moulds and castings(SITC 71521); 

Rolling mills and rolls for metal working(SITC 71522) and Gas operated weldine 

cutting etc. appliances(SITC 71523). 54 Tc:\ble..s u.-.~~_.r- JL..;..., -LR...~~-f 

Of SITC 71521 1 Algeria was the largest 1980 importer. Its import bill for this good 

was recorded to be $41 1 5941 000 which represented 68.8% of overall Arab import bill 

"'or the same commodity in the sarue year(S60,500,ooo). Iraq, which was the second 

largest importer accounted for 1o.2jt of total Arab 1980 import expenditure. In 

absolute terms this was $6,199,000. Although it accounted for 1.6% of total Arab 

imports in 19$0, Saudi f.rabia experienced the highest import growth rate over the 

decade of the seventies. This country's importation of srrc 71521 grew over this 

period at the average rate of 66. ~ annually. The United Arab Emirates, with 63.8% 

average growth rate, became the second fastest growing importer after Saudi Arabia. 

Overal Arab imports of this capital good grew over the decade period by the average 

of 35.5% annually. 

All Arab imports of SITC.71522 grew over the decade by the average annual rat~ of 

10.1~ and amounted to $26,054,000 in 1980. In the same year, Algeria's import bill 

which was the largest compared to the rest of the Arab countries, stood a.t $4 1004 1 000 

and represented 15.4% of overall Arab import expenditure for 1980. But Algeria' r; 

imports over the 1970s grew at a lower average rate annua.lly(2.8~) ti":<m that of all 

the Arab countries put together. Wor~e still was Egypt's import growth performance 

which proceeded over the decade at the negative average rate of -2.4;t Yc·t, this 

country in 19801 accounted for 15.0% of total Arab import bill for SITC 71522 which 

in absolute term was $3,911,000. Morocco was the fastest growing importer of this 

commodity ov<:r the decade with the average import growth rate of 70.2~ annually, 

while Oman registered the secong highes·t import growth ra.te(62.1'/~). 

Total Arab import expenditure on SITC 71523 in 1980, was least compared to the billr. 

for SITC 71521 and 71522. The import bill for SI'rC 71523 was $23,470,000. Democratic 

Yemen, the lari;est 1980 importer, accounted for 16.1'/~ of this amount in that year. 

($3,774,000) while Alecria accounting f~r 13.1~($3,069,obo) became the necond lareest 

1980 importer. Yemen lm:ib Republic was the facteot c,rowine; importer with the avcrvge 

annual import growth rate of 59. 3:1o over the 1970 decade. Total Arab imports ercw 

over this period at the average rate of 17.5% annually. The second fastest growing 

sine lo importer after Yemen Arab He1-,uhlic was Lebanon with 46. 5fa nvcirage import 

e;rowi.h ro·te nnnua:!.ly. 



-12-

TEX'rILE AfiD LE!>.'rilER MAClinmRY: srrc 717 

Seven capi tul goods were reported under this group: Spimri.11£, extruding, etc. 

ma.chines(SITC 71711), Weaving, knitting, etc. ma.chines(srrc 71712), I.tachines 

auxiliary to those of heading 71712(SITC 71713), Machinery for manufacturing 

and finishing of felt(SITC 71714), Textile bleaching, dressing etc. mach. 

(SITC 71715), Machinery (excluding sewing machines) for preparing, tanning or 

working hides, skins or leather(SITC 7172) and Sewing machines(SITC 7173). See 

tables under heading: textile and leather machinery srrc 717. 

Of the seven capital goods, Algeria was the single largest 1980 importer of 

four(SITC 71711 71712 71714 71715). The import bills of that year for these 

goods were as follows: $70,008,000 for SITC 71111 which amount accounted for 38.9~ 
of total Arab import bill for the commodity in that year($179,839,ooo); $79,011,000 

for SITC 71712 which amount accounted for 40.8% of total Arab import expenditure 

of that year($193,747,000); $1,262,000 for.SITC 71714 which sum accounted for 

31.ofo of all Arab import expenditure on the capital good in 1980 and $63,609,000 

for SITC 71715 which amount accounted for 27.6% of all Arab import bill on the good 

fo~ 1980. The largest 1980 importers for the remaining three capital goods were 

Egypt, Iraq and Syria respectively. Egypt spent $34,774,000 in that year on SITC 

71713(35.3% of total Arab import expenditure on the good for the year:S98,587,ooo). 

Iraq incured an import bill of $6,338,000 on SITC 7172 which amount accounted for 

only 14.6% of total Arab import bill on the good in 1980. On SITC 7173, Syria spent 

the total sum of $19,542,000 or 23.2% of what all the Arab countries spent on this 

capital good in 1980. Also, Syria's rate of import of this commodHy over the 1970s 

was the fastest among the rest of the Arab countries. This country imported at the 

average annual growth rate of 47.2% and was followed closely by Oman which, with 

45.1% average growth rate of import, became the second fastest importer of SITC 7173 

over the same period. 

Djibouti was the one country which was the fast eat growinG' importer of more than 

one capital good under the SITC 717 group. These were srrc 71711 and 71713 both 

of which it imported over the 1970 decade at the average annual gro~rth rate of 

110. 3% and 97 .1% respectively. T'!'",e fastest growing importers of the remaining five 

capital goodn were: Yemen Arab Rcpublic(SITC 71712: 165.ofo); Lebanon(SITC 71714:100.0; 

the United Arab Emirater.(SITC 71715: 63. ~%); Saudi Arabia(SITC 89.6fo) and Syria(srrrc 

7173:47.~). 

Overall Aral:i imports of SITC 71715 recorded the fastest import gro'irth rate(28.T%) ovm 

the 1970s while that of srrc 71·714 experienced the lea:.;t import growth rate( 15.1;~) of 

all the other capital eoodc reported. under the SITC 717 eroup. It is interesting to 

note that total Arab 1;J80 import was largeGt for SITC 71715($230,303,000) which good 

e:r.:rrnricnc~cl the fa::;tc;;t inpr.;r-'; f1'T'OW~h wbilt: tr·(l.t \rl .. h · u ' • · uc expc:ricnccd the l(.cu;t. :import. 
erow-th' GJ'i'G '( 1'(11, incll 7.'C!d tho 1 ('iJ.;:t 19~~0 1· t:1jl<Jrt b. ll ("A O'l r: oor ) l · ···'If :Jf l) • 
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:,;;,cmm:J I,'()R SPi~CIAL rnrusTan::1: SI'i'C 718_ 

Elleven capital gootls were reported under this group:::achinery for making or finishin1-: 

cellulosic pulp(SITC 71811); Paper cutting machines(SI'l'C 71812); Bookbindin~ machinery 

(SITC 718?.1 );Type making and setting machinery etc. (srrc 71822); Other prin~in~ 1. 

machine:cy(SITC 71829); Machinery for milling grain etc. (srrc 71331 ); Other food 

proce£Si?l6 machines(SITC 71839); Road rollers mechanically propelled(SirC 71841); 

Excavating, levelling, bo!'ing et.machinerJ(SITC ·r1842); Mineral crushing, Eorting etc. 

machinerJ(SITC 71851); Glass working machinery(SITC 71852). S~ 1.c..bl.t..s '-4 n~-Y 
"5JTC. r-1f 

Total Arab import of SITC 71841 amounted to $138,217,000 in 1980. Of this amount, Ira.rt, 

the largest single importer in that year, accounted for 45.2~ which in absolute term 

was $62,462
1
000. This country's imports experienced the highest growth rate over the 

decade of the 1970s( 97. 3fo average annual rate of import). Saudi Arabia was the second 

largest importer in 1980($19,3541000), importing at the average annual rate of 52.2%. 

Also of SITC 71821, Iraq was both the largest 1980 importer($4,295,ooo) and the fastest 

growing importer over the decade(84·9i~). With its 1980 import bill, it accounted for 

22. 3% of to·tal Arab import bill of that year( $19, 2841 000}. Libya was the second largest 

1980 importer(S2,810,ooo) and Syria, the second fastest growing importer(84.4i) over 

the decade. Iraq's dominance in this area is further shown by the fact that the country 

was in 1980
1 

the lar~est single importer of SITC 71842 71851 71852. Of SITC 71~421 it 

was also the second i;i.stest growing importer, importing at the average annual rate of 

62.3% which was a mere two percentage poits lower than the rate of the fastest growing 

importer(Somalia) over the decade. With $419,800,000 as import bill for 1980 on SITC 

71842, Iraq accounted for 21.2% of total Arab import bill of that year(S1,991,179,ooo). 

Its import bill for SITC 71851 was in 1980, 3133,227 1 000 and for SITC 71852,s11,906,000 

Saudi Arabia was the second largest importer for both SITC 71842 and 71851 in 198C 

For SITO 71842 it paid a total of $396,358,000 and for SITC 71851, the sum of 

$128,045,000 in that year. Its import of the two commodities grew annually at the 

av~":'age rate of 45.4% and 53.1% respectively. But the fastest growing importer of all 

the Arab countries in both cases was Somalia whose imports of SITC 71842 grew by 65.5% 

on the average while that o~ SITC 71851 grew by 128.5,' over the 1970s. 

Egypt made the most import expenditure on srrc 71822(94,409,aoo), SITC 71329 

(S23,845,000) and SITC 71839($46,147,000) in 1980. In that year, the overall Arab 

import bills were:$28,807,ooo(SITC 71822; S93, 724,ooo(SITC 71829) and s197,929,ooo 

for SITC 71839. 

Syria was the largest 1980 importer of SITC 71811(S16,007,ooo) as well as the second 

fastest growing importer(1oo.2%) over the 1970s. And also the fastest growing importer 

of SITC 71812(69.8%) and 71852(69.8). Of SITC 71831, Saudi Arabia was the fastest 

gro~nng importer(122.3%) over the decade while Algeria was the largest sinBle 1980 

importcr(S12,569,ooo). Total Arab imports of this capital good, grow by the average 

rate of 25. 5;{ annually. 
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'rwenty-two capital t;oods were repori;ed under this group: C.:i.s genc:-..·.:i.Lor~(;:;n;c 71911 ), 

Air conditionin.:;(STIC 71912), Furnci.cc burners, mccha."lic'1.1 stoker~, etc.(srrc 71913), 

Industrial v.nd laboratory furnaces and ovl'ns, non electric(Sl'l'C 7191tt), Il!:!frigcrators 

not domes-tic and other refrigerating equipmcnt(SITC 71915),0thcr ci.pp<:!rn.tus for trcatinc 

rno.terials w-lth heat or cold(SITC 71919), Pumps for liquids(Sr11C 71921), Pumps for 

go.scs t:tc.(srrc 71922), Centrifu.:;er/filterin.g mo.chincrJ(srrc 71923), Lining and 

loading machinery(SITC 71931), Fork lift trucks for moving Loads within plant 

(SITC 71932), Machine tools for working mincrals(71951 ), r.1<1chinc tools for working 

wood, plastic, etc. (SITC 71952), Parts/accessories of mo.chine tools(srrc 71954), 

Calendering rnach. and similar rolling machines( srrc 71961 ) , r::achine for cl ea.nine; or 

filing containers(SITC 71"62), Weighing machinery a.."l.d weights thcrcfore(SITC 71963), 

Spraying rna.chinery(SITC 71964), Automatic vending machine(SITC 71965), Railway and 

tramway track fixtures and fitting3(SITC 71966), Da.11, roller or needle-roller bearin~~ 

(srrc 7197) and Machinery/ mechanical appliances(SITC 7198).See tables under this 

heading. 

Saudi Arabia was the largest 1980 importer of nine of these twcnty-t1·10 ca.pi ta.l goods: 

SITC 11912 71919 71921 71922 71923 71931 71951 71964 and 71964.In that yea.r, its 

import bill w<.S S270,266,000 for SITC 71912; $147, 715,000 for SITC 71919; S299,4co,ooo 

for SITC 71921;$181,384,000 for SITC 71922;$67,197,000 for SITC 71923;$303,906,coo for 

SITC 71931; $9,420,000 for SITC 71951; S55,080,000 for srrc 71964 ~nd $1321 303,000 for 

SITC 7198. This country was also the fastest growing importer of three capital goods: 

SITC 71931(which it imported over the decade at the average annual rate of 59.3/,); 

srrc71952(57.4%) and srrc 71966(76.9}&). 

Of SITC71914 and 71932, Iraq was the largest 1980 importer. It incurred import bills of 

$27,876,000 and $133,297,000 on the two commodities respectively. Also, it was the 

fastest growing importer of SITC 71714 over the decade with the import growth rate of 

72. % on the average annually. Significantly, Iraq was the second largest 1980 importer 

of SITC 71921($85,646,000), SITC 71922($61,300,000), SITC 71923(354,765,000), SITC 

71931($162,589,000), SITC 71962($43,624,000), SITC 7197($11,768,000), SITC 71964 

(S22,696,ooo) and SITC 7198(S129,197,ooo). 

Over the 1970s, Jordan was the fastest gI"<>wing importer of two capi ta.l 13oods: SITC 

71961(171.5% average rate of import annually) and SITC 71963(108.8~). Of SITC 71951 

and 71965, Mauritania's import grew by the fastest <i.vcra.ge rates of 128.~ and 84.4~ 

respectively. Oman was the fn.stest growing importer of two capital e-oods:SITC 71921 

(53.0,~) a.nd SITC 71962(96.3~), ru:d Qatar, of three: SITC 71922(11J7.4~1a); SITO 7192l 

(151.5%) a.nd SITO 71')8(108.7~). Sudan's imports grew fastest in two Goods SITC 71954 

and 71964 at the a.vcra.ge annual r;J.tes of 73.8'/o and 65.of> reapectivcly. Similarly, 

Yemen Ara1> Republic £.:rcw factor:t in itr; importu of "two capital gooJr;: fiI'l1C ~1912(85•4.~: 
t.mrl SI'l'C "(191)(65•7fa)• 
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Of the four ca.pi tal good.s reported under thi~ r:roup: InS'dar.ed wire c:i.lJl.-:-(srrc 7231 ), 

Elcctric::i.1 inm.dator:.>(SITC 72321 ), Other insulating fittin;j for electric:.i.l equip. 

(srrc 72322) ~md Electrical conduit tubing and joints uith insula.ting(srrc 72323), 

Saudi Arabia ":!~:-; the largest sin,.~le importer in 1980. In that ye.:ir, with the import 

bill of $241 295,000, thi.s COlUltry alone accounted for 69.6;·~ of' total Arab import 

c:-::pcnditure on SITC 72323• 5e.e_ tAl>)J:L;, ~~)~ SIT C.. ·-r-2--_$ 

In 1980, Saudi Arabia's imports of SITC 7231 was worth :)414,5891 000. Ov·cr the 1970s, 

the countrJ' s import of this c<.i.pi tal good g~cw at the average rate of 54. 2;~(annually) 

which was the highest import growth rate ever recorded. Iraq, with the import t;rowth 

rate 53.5%, became ·the second fastest e;rowin,<; importer over the decade and r9corded 

an import bill worth $1 )1,079,000 in 1980. United Arab Emirates was the second largest 

importer(.3135,003,000) and total Arab import bill in the :::ame year(1930) was · 

s 1, 130, 324,000. 

The second largest 1$'80 iMporter of SITC 72321 after S<.:1.udi Ara.bia($201 966,000) was 

libya with an import bill worth $5,7641 000 in that year. Democratic Ye~en was the 

fC?..stest growing importer over the 1970 decade, importing at the average annual rate 

of 66.%. In 1980, this countr.1's import bill was $1,8131 000. Also, Saudi Arabia was 

, the second fa3tei<;t growing importer with the import growth rate of 65. 31~ annually. 

Overall Arab imports of this commodity grew over the decade at the average rate of 

21.8%. In 1980, the total import bill amounted to $57,632,000. 

Saudi Arabia's import bill in 1980 for SITC 72322 was $8,978 

followed closely by Bahrain's import bill in that year(~8,o. 

s figure wa.s 

a.nd by which it 

became the second largest 1980 importer. Bahrain was also the fas~cst growing 

importer of SITC 72322 over the decade. Its impo~s grew over this period at the 

average ra:te of 86. ~ annually. Total Arab imports of this good grew o·.rer this time 

at the average rate of 37.~ annually and amounted. in 1980 to the sum of $26,504,000. 

In 1980, the imp.:>rt bill of Saudi Arabia(the largest 1980 importer) was $24,295,000. 

'l'ha.t of Algeria which was the second largest importer was recorded ·to be S3,4551 000. 

Yemen Arab Republc was the fastest growing importer over the decade with an import 

growth rate of 91. ('f/a annually on the average. The second fastest growing importer 

was Djibou·ti(87.o) whose 198e import bill was only 52791 000. Overall Arab imports in 

1980 was $34,930,000 and over ·the decade, Ara.b tota.l imports grew at the average 

rate of 46.1;t annually. 



-1G-

Eit;htccn capi ~al goods Herc reportcci und8r thi~; i:.;roup: Prir:iary batte1'ic::; a!'ld cells 

(SITC 7291 i ),Electric'11 accU•11Ulato't's(SITC 72912), Electric; lamp;,(SI'fC 7292), Thcmionic 

valves and tubes, transistors etc.{SI'l'C 7293), Electrical £tartint; and ig-nition equip. 

(SITC 72941), Electrical liehting equip.(SITC 72942), Electricity supply meters(SITC 

72951), Other electrical rneasuring/contr. in~t.(SITC 72952),Elcctro-m~ch~nical h'1nd­

tools(SITC 7296), Electro-magnets and electro-magnetic a.ppliances(SITC 72991 ), Electr. 

furnaces, welding and cutting appa.ratus(SITC 72992), Electric traffic control equip. 

{SI'T'C 72993), Electric sound of visual signalling apparatus(SITC 12994), Electrical 

condensers{SITC 72995), Electric carbons(SITC 72996), Electron/proton accelerators 

{SITC 7297), Electrical parts of mach./appliances(SITC 72993), and Other electrical 

goods/apparatus, n.e.s.(SITC 72999). See Tables under heading: other electrical 

machinery and apparatus: SI'l.1C 729. 

In 1980, Saudi Arabia was the largest importer of eight of these cnpital goods: SITC 

72912, for it paid $36,261,000 in that year and whi~h it imported over the 1970s a.t the 

average growth rate of 42.6~ anrrually; SITC 72951, for which it paid 513,025,000 and 

which it imported at the average rate of 32.3%; SITC 72952, which coat it $147,016,00C 

and experienced a 59.4~ average import growth rate over the decade; SITC 7296, for 

which in that year it paid $24,8321 000 and which over the decade it i!:!ported at the ,;.< 

ave::-age growth rate of 68.6%. With this import growth rate, Saudi Arabia was also the 

second fastest growing importer over the period after Syria(71.~f,).Other capital goods 

of which Saudi Arabia was the largest importer in 1980 include srrc 72994($161 758,COO) 

with an import growth rate of 40.8~ over the decade; SITC 7297($1,676,000) with import 

growth rate of 102.5%·-from 1973-1980; SITC 72998($7,827,000) with import growth rate of 

52.7'% over the 1970s and SITC 72999(S49,244,oco) the import of which grew over the 

decade at the average annual rate of 63. 7%. Algeria was the largest 1980 importer of 

SITC 72911(313,909,000) and SITC 72941($36,594,ooo). Iraq was also the largest 1980 

importer of two capital goods: SITC 72995($5,162,000) and SITC 72996(S10,325,ooo). 

As regards growth in the importation of thc~e capital goods, Oman achieved the fa~tcct 

average import growth rate i~ its imports of three:SITC 72952(62.Bfa); SITC 72994(73.9fa) 

and SITC 72999(76.4%). Qatar similarly recorded the fastest average import growth rate 

in its importation of three capital goods:SITC 7292(116.4fa); SITC 72941(79.9%) and 
t1.~11C.f. 

srrc 72998(92.9%). Yemen Arab Republicl\took the lead af, the fastest erowing importer of 

t\lo capital gooda: SITC72912(62.8%) and SITC 72992(74.1~). 

Overall Arab imports experienced the fastest import growth rate in SITC 72994 which 

capital good was imported at the average armua.l growth rate of 40.8% over the 1970s. 

It mcpcl'if:lnccd the least import growth rate in tho importation of SI'I.'C 72996 which; 

over the decade was imported by all the Arab countries put together a;t the average ra·te 

of 18.4% annually. Total Arab import bill waa largest in 1980 for SITC 72952. It was 

S1171,202,ooo o.ml Saudi Arabia., the la.recnt cinglc 1S'80 importer, account~d for 31.21, of 

th~u~ F'or nrrc '{'?.')11 all Ara.b 1980 import bill wan lca~.:t and o.r..0~1ntr:rl ~o ::~),25),000 of 
Hll1cn the J.a.r.-;eGt ·1980 r:inr,·lo irrrorl;cr 3rnHLi. Ar·a.M.a) ;,i;r;ouni;c:rl fo:r• ·~1.~?1:,• 



l 
I:linc c:.ipi tal goods \~ere reported vnd::!r this grm1p: R.-i.ih!2..J loco1:1otives- ~;tc~-..;n ;:i.nd tend.·~~ 

(SITC 7311), Electric r0.ilwci.y loco:notives, not sel:f t;€!1Cratcd.(SITC 73·12), lb.:i.lway 

loco1::otives not steam or clectric(sn·c 7313), Mechanically propelled rail~:~.:r and tram­

way cn.rs(srrc 7314), Rail and tram passenger cars not meckmically propcl1.ed.(SI'l'C7Jl5), 

Ru.ilwey and tromwa.y scl'\Ficc vehiclcs(srrc 73161 ), Railwa,y and trarm·!a.y goods wa.c;on and 

freight cars(srrc 73162), Road-rail and similar containers(SITC 73163) <J.:td Parts of 

railway locomotives and rolling stock(SITC 7317). See tables under the hc:.luing: railwa.y 

vehicles SITC 731. 

Out of these nine ca.pi tal goods, Efypt was the larr;est 1980 i.;iportcr of four. These 

include SITC 7317 on which the country spent the sum of 822, 334,0JO in that yean and 

imported over the 1970 decade at the average impo~ growth rate rJf 33.3,~ annually; 

srrc 7314 the 1980 import bill of uhich was $37,188,0CO and which accounted for 64.1;t 

of total Arab imports of the good in the year(~58,c58,ooo.). Egypt's average annual rate 

of import of this commod.i ty over the 1970s( 36.81o) was more or less the samt? as the 

overall Arab average rate of import(36.3~) over the same period. Of SITC 7311, Egypt 

·,ms not only the largest single 1980 importer but also the fastest gro~·ring importcr(51.1 

over the decade. Significantly, this. countrJ's 1980 import bill(S5o,686,coo) accoun·~ed 

for 89. 7% o:f total Arab import expenditure on the capital good in 1980. 'rhe fourth good 

was SITC 7315. Egypt• s 1 ;::80 import bill for this (:j32, 5541 000) accounted for 63. 9;1a of 

total Arab import bill for the ca.pi tal good in 1980. 

Another significant 1980 importer was Algeria. Of SITC 7312 and 73162, it was the 

largest 1980 importer spending $5,860,COO an~ $5,559,000 respectively on the tvo 

commodities as import bills for the year. Of SITC 7313 a.nd 7317, this country ~.as ah:o 

the second largest 1980 importer. Its import bills for the capital goods a.mounted to 

S4, 765,000 and S11, 910,000 respectively. Algeria was also the fastest growing importer 

of two capital goodsSITC 7312(114.9%) and SITC 7315(149.3~) over the decade. Similarly, 

Mo1"0cco was the fastest growing importer of SITC 7313(56.7%) and SITC 73162(64.4%) over 

this period. 

Overall Ara.b importation of SITC 73161 recorded the fastest import growth rate(56.3%) 

over the decade while that of SITC 7313 experienced the lea.st import growth ra·te(11.4j~) 
of all the other capital goods under the SITC 731 croup. Total Arab 1930 import bill 

was largest for SITC 7317($72,384,000) and lowest for ~I'l'C 73163($18,589,000).Ironicall; 

these two capi·tal goocls(f.-TC 7317 and 73163) experienced about H,13 zame average annual 

growth of import over the 197oss 19.o,t and 19.6'fe rcspcctivelY'• 
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RO.'J) ;.~cron 'l'.~'.IICLFS: SI'l'C 732_ 

'l'cn co.pi tal goods were recorded under this group: Pas~>en,~·':l' r:-.0to1~ ciu';:;, other than 

buses(SI'l'C 7321), Buses including trolley bu:::cs(SI'l'C 7322), ~!>E!Cial pnr1'or:e lorries, 

trucks and vans(sr·rc 7324), Road tractors for tractor-tr2.iler ccmbL1<1..tion:::(:3ITC 7325) 

Cho.sis with e!l{;incs intended for vehicles of 7]21(SITC 7326),0ther cho.si::: t·1ith cr\~ines 

mountccl(Srrc 7327), Bodies for inotor vehicle:; not motorcycles(SITC 73231 ), Other parts 

for motor vehicles( SI'i'C 73289), Notorcycles, a.uto-cyclen etc., and sido cars( SITC7 3291) 

o.nd Farts solely for ucc of heading(SITC 73292). See tables under the heading: road 

motor vehicles SITC 732. 

Saudi Arabia was the l<J.recst 1980 importer of four of these capital .c;oods(SITC 7321, 

7324, 7 3281, 73291); Iraq, the lareest 1980 importer of two( 3ITC 7322 n.nd 7 325); Syria, 

the largest importer of one(SITC7326); Lebanon, the largest 1980 importer of one 

( SITC 7 327) ; Algeria, the largest 1980 import er of one ( SITC 7 3289) an•l Libya the 

largest 1980 importer of onc(SITC 73292). 

Of SITC 7321, 7324, 73281, 7 3291, imports by Saudi Arabia greH over the 1970 decade b:r 

the averag·~ annual rates of 63. 5%, 52.1%, 22.8~~ and 31.01~ respectively. And the 1980 

import bills of these capital goods amounted equally respectively to :31,066,777,000, 

$186, 748,000, $3,568,000 and $15, 130,000. The t'°:o capital goods of •,rhich Iraq was 

the larcest single importer in 1980(SI'l'C 7322, 7325) were imported by th..1.t country at 

the average annual rate of 39.6'/o and 119.1% respectively over the 1970 decade. SITC 

7322 accounted for an import bill in 1980 worth 593.693.oco .-:hile that of SITC 7325 

was $143,018,ooo. Iraq was at the same time, the fastest growing importer of this 

capital good(SITC 7325), as well as of SIT~ 7326(124.7%) and SITC 73289(45.6%).Libya's 

importation of SITC 7327 and 7 3292 experienced the fastest growth ra.te over the decaJe 

The growth figures were177 .1~ for SITO 7327 and 91.8/~ for SITC 73292. Of the latter 

capital good(SITC 73292), libya was also the largest 1980 importer with a.n import bill 

worth $13,365,000. 

Syria was the fastest growir.g importer of Srl'C 73291(66.&fe) ; its second largest 1980 

importer(312,963,ooo); the largest single 1980 importer of SITC 7326(S24,150,ooo) the 

second largest 1980 importer of SITC 7327($29,952,000) and the second fastest growing 

importer of SITO 7327(169.5fo). 

Overall Arab importation of SITC 7326 recorded the fastest import growth rote(54•4fe) 

over the decade of all total Arab imports while those of SI'rC 7322 and 73281 together 

experienced the least import growth ra.te(13.6% each). Total Arab 1980 import bill wa.s 

largest for SITC 7321($2,823,814,000) and lowest for SITC '(3281($21, 139,000). As 'fas 
alreaey observed above, this ca.pi tal good which accountccl for the lcas·t all Arab 

import bill in 1980, wa.s also imported at the least averaec annual rate over ·the 197or:i. 
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Six capital goods were reported under ~his group: Cycles, ::i.ot r:iotorizcd(SITC 73311 ), 

Parts of vehicle of heading 733-11 and 733-4(SI.L'C 73312), Camping c:i.ravQ.!1s(SITC 73331), 

Other trailers(srrc 73332), Rest of 733. 5(73333) and Imalid carri<J.Ges(srrc 7334). 

See tables under the hen.ding: road vehicles other than motor vehicles SI'i'C 733. 

Except f'or Leb:.mon ·which was the larg' st :::ingle ir.i.por-ter of two of these capital eoods 

(SITC 7331;7332) in 1980, no other r.>ingle countl"'J was the lo.rgcst 1980 import<:ir of more 

than one capital good. Similarly, except for Kuwait which uas the fastect r~ro;ring 

importer in two cases(SITC 73331;73333) ove7l the decade of the 1970s, no other one 

coun·try was the fastest growing importer of more tha.n one capital good over this perioJ 

Qatar was however, the scconcl largest importer of SITC 73332 and 73333 in 1'.)30. 

On SITC 73331 and 73332, iihich Lebanon was the largest 1960 importer of, th<:.t c0untrJ 

incurcd import bills \-:orth S468,0CO and $1, 179,000 respectively in 1930. Over the 1970 

decade, these imports grew a.t the aver:i.ge annual rate of 31. 3% for srrc 7 3332 and 75. 3,~ 
f'or SITC 73331. This average annual growth rate of the latter, placed Lct~non as the 

second :fa::>test growing importer of SITC 73331 01rcr the decade after 'Kuwait which 

imported at the average annual rate of 86.8% and incured a 1980 import bill of 

$277,000. Kuwait was also the largest importer of SITC 73333($7,372,000) in 1980. 

Morocco was the largest 1980 importer of SITC 73311($2,356,000) and also the fastest 

growing importer of the same over the 1970 decade with the average annual import rate 

of 85.~. It was followed by Algeria as both the second largest 1980 importer of 

SITC 73311 (S2,011,ooo) and the second fastest importer o:f the capi·tal good over the 

decade of the seventies: 72. J% average growth rate of import aimually. Algeria was 

again the second largest importer of SITC 7334 in 1980, spending a.a much as 

S?10,000 in that year as import bill. Of this capital good, Saudi Arabia was the 

largest 1980 irnporter($628,000) as well as the second fastest grwing importer over 

the decade(51.47'); the fastest growing importer being Iraq with the average annual 

import growth rate of 64.~. ·nut Iraq's 1980 import bill was worth only $90,000. 

Syria. made the most expenditure on the imports of SITC 73312 in 1~80: .z2,921,ooo, 

while Yemen Arab Republic was the fas·test growing importer with 72.5i"o average growth in 

imports annually, over the 1970 decade. 

Overall Arab importation of SITC73331 recorded ·the faotcst import growth r~r.~(29.51') 

over the decade while that of SITC 73332 recorded the lea.ot import growth ra~e(1.8~) of 

all the other capi"ta.l goods under tho SITC 733 group. Total Arab import bill of 1980 

wa.o largeat for SITC 73333(S22,207,ooo) and lowest for SI'l'C 7334($1,926,000). 
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APPARNl'US: srrc 8.§.1.!. 

Six capi ta.l goods were reported under thir: group: Gas or liquid ~mpply meters 

(srrc 86181 ), Rcvolu·tion and other counting devices(SITC 86132), Y.!casuring, 

controlling, scientific instrumcnts(SITC 8619), Appliances to test physical 

properties(SITC 86195), HydrometP.r, thennometer(SITC 86196) and measuring 

instruments for liquids and gases(SITC 86197). See tables under the heading: 

scientific, mcdica.l,optical,measuring and controlling instru~i:ents and 

apparatus srrc 861. 

Saudi Arabia was the lareest 1980 importer of four of these capital goods. Algeria 

and Iraq were the largest importers of eJ.ch of the r~maini.ng two capital goods in 

~980. The united Arab Emirates was the fastest growiig importer of three of these 

capital goods over the decade of the 1970s. Over the same period, Yemen Arab Rep. 

was the fastest growing importer of t~·ro while Iraq was the fastest growine importer 

of one. 

The capital goods of which Saudi Arabia was the largest 1980 importer, include: 

SITC 86181 on which that country spent in that year, an import bill worth 

$13, 156,000; SITC 8619 on which it spent $98,831,000; SI'rC 86196 on which it spent 

$1,689,000 and SITC 86197 which cost the country in that year the total sum of 

S20,069,000. Of SITC 86182, Algeria was the largest 1980 importer(51,898,000) and 

Iraq similarly made the most import expenditure on SITC 86195(55,148,000) in that 

year. Iraq was also the second largest importer in two inst""11.ces: SITC 8619 

(S60,734,ooo) and SITC86196($975,ooo). 

The imports by the United Arab Emirates of SITC 8619 86195 86196 over the 1970s 

exprienced the fastest ra.tes of growth, growing by 67. Th, 95.1% a.nd 55. z% 
respectively on the acerage. Also, this country was both the second largest 1980 

importer of SITC 86197(S9,893,ooo) as well as the good's second fast~st erowing 

importer(64.7<J') after Yemen Arab Republic(71.7'%). Yemen Arab Republic enjoyed the 

fastest import growth rate in its importation of SITC 86181(79.7%). But of SITC 

8619, it was the second fastest growing importer(56.8~)after the United Arab 

Emirates. 

overall Arab imports of SITC 86195 recorded the fastest import gr0wth rate(43.2';'&) 

over the 1970s while that of SITC 86196 experienced the least import growth rate 

(23.~) of all the other capital goods reported under the S!TC 861 group. Total 
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CONCLUSION 

The import performance of Saudi Arabia. during the decade of the 1970s 

was evidently the most significant compared to those of the other Arab 

countries. 

In 1980, this country was the largest importer of 55 out of the 135 

capital goods with which this report is concerned. In relative tenns, 

this represents a 40.7% figure. Ov6r the 1970s, Saudi Arabia experienced 

the fastest average import growf'.h rate in its importation of 11 capital 

goods. 

Iraq was another significant importer. In 1980, this country '\'m.s the largest 

importer of 15 capital goods and over the decade period, the fastest growing 

importer of eight. 

Yemen Arab Republic and the United Arab Emirates were the firnt and second 

fastest growing import0rs (in that order) over the decade. While Yemen Arab 

Republic was the fastest growing importer of 17 capital goods, the United 

Arab Emirates wa.s the fastcd.-growing importer of 12. 

fiit. 
It is significant to note thatAfastest r,rowing imprters invariably incured 
.SfY)""1.~l'-1'" I "YV)f 01)· -b-i J1 !> 

(throughout the decade) than tho::::e countries with 

low or lower import growth ratco. The :reason was that the fo.otcst groHing 

importers started out at the turn of the decade to import in modest amou:!lts. 
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When therefore by 1980 they increancd their import bills, it reflected considerably 

on the relative rate by which their imports grew, even though in absolute terms 

their volume of trade was far less than that of the heaviest importers. 

However, Saudi Arabia was an exception because it started out to import in significant 

amounts and increased its volume of imports over the decade equally sit;nificantl.y. 

- - - - -
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