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This docuaent relates to the criteria for location of the 
International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB), 
the physical facilities required and the offers made by governments 
for hosting the Centre.

A. CRITERIA FOR LOCATION

Even during the missions undertaken by the experts to prepare 
the report on the establish]-■’nt of the Centre, Interest was expressed 
in hosting the Centre by several countries. As a result, the experts 
in their report dealt with some aspects on the location of the Centre, 
as follows:

"The mission has been pleased to note that a large number of 
highly qualified scientists have expressed their willingness 
to participate in and devote some of their time to the activities 
of the Centre. However, the extent to which they actually do 
would depend on the location and facilities of the Centre.
If well-known visiting scientists are to be encouraged to spend 
a year of sabbatical or more, the Centre would have to provide 
physical facilities that would be comparable to the ones the 
visiting scientists would leave. Also, the visiting scientists 
would be concerned with the availability of amenities, educational 
opportunities, etc., for their families. Experience with several 
international research centres shows that an agreeable environ
ment can be attractive. Due attention snould be given to these 
factors since the competition from industry for the best brains 
in genetic engineering is fierce.

The factors to be considered Include:

- Basic infrastructure: access by air and surface travel, 
telecommunications, international contacts, electronic and 
instrument services, mechanical services, pilot plant 
facilities, reliability of water and power plant, customs 
facilities, etc.
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- Industrial environment: contact with industry, universities 
and other R and D facilities.

- Social infrastructure; living costs, housing, climate and 
health environment, schooling, etc.

- National commitment at the governmental and academic levels; 
freedom to communicate and travel."

The mission considered that it would be presumptuous for it 
to make site recommendations after just a few days visit to each 
country. After th_ publication of the report of the experts, action 
has been taken by the UNIDO secretariat in two forms. Several 
countries, some of which have not been covered by the mission, were 
visited by the UNIDO secretariat and selected experts, at the request 
of the respective governments, in the course of which views were 
exchanged on the location of the Centre. Expressions of interest 
in hosting the Centre were also made in certain cases. Concurrently, 
the UNIDO secretariat requested a team of two experts, who had been 
members of the earlier mission, to visit some well-known genetic 
engineering and biotechnology laboratories and, based on such 
visits, suggest the requirements for the Centre in terms of land, 
buildings, workshops, laboratory planning, infrastructure, 
utilities, power, etc. The report of this team has provided 
information on essential requirements of physical facilities which 
would be of interest to those governments offering host facilities.

B. LAND AND BUILDING REQUIREMENTS

The expert team referred to above, suggested that the building 
complex of the Centre should consist of the following three sections:
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1. Building I

The main building consists of four floors plus half a basement.
It is expected that this building will house: administration, 
laboratories, combined lecture/small conference facility, cafeteria, 
library and maintenance workshops for electric and instrument 
services including storage facilities for spare parts, laboratory 
and chemical materials. It is estimated that each floor will 
require a total area of 27,720 ft.2 except the basement which will 
only require an area of 14,000 ft.^. A tentative lay-out of 
different floors is presented in Annex I.

2. Building II

Building II will house a fully instrumented pilot plant with an
adjoining mechanical and maintenance workshop. It is recommended
that this building be designed in a manner to allow the housing
of the pilot plant at one large section and that the second section
will include rooms for offices for the operating staff, laboratories
and other auxiliary facilities necessary for pilot plant operation.

2The total area of approximately 16,000 ft. will be required.

3. Building III
2A green house with a total area of approximately 26,000 ft.

In planning the landscaping surrounding the Centre, consideration also
needs to be given to requirements, such as parking, some recreational
facilities, including possible housing for international staff and
particularly the premises for future expansion of the Centre building
itself. It was recommended that a total land area of approximately 24,320,000 ft will be a reasonable requirement for establishing 
the Centre. Considering the nature of the Centre's activities, the 
building should have a central heating and airconditioning. At 
full operation the annual utility requirement will be as follows:

Units
Steam (Mlbs) 21,000
Water (MCF) 3,300
Sewer (MCF) 3,500
Electricity (KWH) 3,000,000
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C. EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

As stated earlier, expressions of Interest in hosting the Centre 
were nade by several countries even during the mission of experts to 
prepare the report on the establishment of the Centre. The experts 
considered that a major factor in favour of the establishment of the 
Centre and indeed its major asset was the uniform expression of 
interest and commitment in various countries visited. Subsequent to 
the publication of the report, expressions of interest were conveyed 
from several governments.

The level of contributions discussed by some governments with 
the UNIDO Secretariat has varied from one government to another.
Some governments offered existing buildings to house the Centre, 
while others offered to construct new building complexes, designed 
specifically for this purpose. Some have indicated financial contri
butions in addition to building, land and equipment, to cover partly 
or fully the operational costs of the Centre. The UNIDO Secretariat 
would like to express its deep appreciation and gratitude for the 
generous offers made by these governments to establish this unique 
"centre of excellence" for the benefit of mankind. It is expected 
that some detailed written offers will be received and circulated 
before the high-level meeting.

The final selection of the location of the Centre should be made, 
taking into account, inter alia, the criteria listed by the mission 
of experts and the physical facilities mentioned above. The Centre 
lias to be located in a manner that would serve the basic objectives 
of its establishment as also its efficient operation.
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D. ACTION REQUIRED

A meeting is required to consider the invitations for 
hosting the Centre and recommend a location to the 
ministerial-level meeting for its approval.
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