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INTRODUCTION

The TIES system, esta b lish ed  in the middle o f  1978, provided 
a very s o l id  hase o f  m ulti and b i la t e r a l  cooperation  among -  
technology r e g is t r ie s  and s im ila r  in s t itu t io n s  o f  developing 
co u n tr ie s .

At p resen t, in  the TIES system p a rt ic ip a te  -  e ith e r  f u l l y 
or  in  observer ca p a c it ie s  • the fo llo w in g  co u n tr ie s : M exico,
Guatemala, Venezuela, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, Argentina, -  
A lg e r ia , Egypt, N igeria , Ghana, Cameroon, Togo, E th iop ia , P ortuga l, 
Spain, Poland, Ira q , Pakistan, In d ia , M alaysia, Thailand, Indone
s ia ,  P h ilip p in e s , Rep. o f  S. Korea and Peoples Republic o f  China.

With the exception  o f  B ra z il -  which we b e lie v e  w i l l  u ltim ate
ly  jo in  TIES -  a l l  major im porters o f  technology among developing 
cou n tries  are associated  with the TIES system, thus provid in g  fo r  
a unique group o f  countries cooperating across the border in  the 
area o f  exchange o f  inform ation in  con tractu a l terms and co n d ition s .

The present coop era tion , based on above exchange o f  in form ation , 
i s  expanding in to  other a reas , and i t  is  the fe e lin g  o f  UNIDO Secre
ta r ia t  that we should consider fu r th e r , and in a more d e ta ile d  manner, 
the fu ture o f  such cooperation . The present paper attempts at sum
m arizing o f  current cooperation  and at ou tlin in g  the d ir e c t io n s  and 
scope o f  even c lo s e r  cooperation  among technology r e g is t r ie s  in  time 
t o  came.

OVERVIEW OF PRESENT COOPERATIONS AMONG TECHNOLOGY REGISTRIES

The TIES system by i t s e l f  i s  a coop era tive  scheme in  the f i e l d  
o f  in form ation .

As the inform ation exchanged under TIES scheme i s  d iscussed  
separa te ly  during the S ixth M eeting, i t  i s  suggested t o  keep t h is  
issu e  e n t ir e ly  in  the present paper.

Other forms o f  technology r e g is t r ie s  cooperation  can be 
described  and characterized  as f o l lo w s ’

(a )  Exchange o f  v i s i t  and study tou rs .

(b ) B ila te ra l mutual a ssistan ce  (arranged d ir e c t ly  or under 
UNIDO au sp ices) .

( c )  D irect exchange o f  s p e c i f ic  d e ta ile d  -rd  co n fid e n tia l 
'. ’ formation

.The above enumeration o f  forms o f  cooperation allow s fo r  
presentation  o f  certa in  d ire ct io n s  fo r  future cooperation  among 
technology r e g is t r ie s  with or without UNIDO involvement.



SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE COOPERATION AMOHG TECHNOLOGY 
REGISTRIES

On the basis  o f  UNIDO exp erien ce , i t  seems th at the area 
o f  making v i s i t s  and study tou rs v i l l  remain one o f  the more 
popular forms o f  cooperation . On th is  occasion  UNIDO S ecreta ria t 
•wishes t o  acknowledge and expres i t s  gratitude t o  a l l  r e g is t r ie s  
who hosted such groups in  the past.

Most o f  those v i s i t s  have been organized by UNIDO and i t  i s  
hoped that provided UNDP makes fu rth er funds a v a ila b le*  f o r  TIES 
a c t iv i t i e s ,  such v i s i t s  w i l l  continue in the fu tu re . We b e lie v e , 
however, that exchange o f  working v i s i t s  on a b i la t e r a l  b a s is  
should be more stron g ly  promoted and encouraged than b e fo r e .

Under UNIDO te ch n ica l a ssistan ce  programme, some o f  the -  
technology r e g is t r ie s  rece ived  te ch n ica l a ss is ta n ce , by way o f  
exp ertise  o f  oth ers. This form o f  cooperation  v i l l  in crease  a lso  
in  the fu tu re , p a r t icu la r ly  with new o f f i c e s  being es ta b lish ed .

In th is  respect again , UNIDO is  o f  the opinion that d ir e c t  
b i la t  r a l  assistan ce  schemes may be worked o u t , perhaps based on 
the p r in c ip le , that r e ce iv in g  r e g is t r y  bears a l l  co s ts  o f  the 
programme.

One o f  the areas where b i la t e r a l  arrangements are working 
p a r t icu la r ly  in ,  i s  the d ire c t  b i la t e r a l  exchange o f  se n s it iv e  and 
o ften  co n fid e n tia l in form ation , u su a lly  o f  scope beyond present 
TIES system. UNIDO S ecreta ria t velccm es those in i t ia t iv e s  and 
wishes to  encourage th e ir  fu ture development.

On the basis  o f  c o l le c te d  experien ce , we v ish  t o  suggest 
same a d d ition a l p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f  cooperation  among technology 
r e g is t r ie s  l i k e :

(a ) Current mutual inform ation on changes in  p o l i c ie s  and 
Regulations (p o ss ib ly  using TIES N ew sletter).

(b ) Extensive exchange o f  tra in ees  among r e g is t r ie s .

( c )  Exchange o f  d e ta ile d  m ateria ls concerning various 
functions o f  r e g is t r ie s  l ik e  evaluation and approval 
procedures, prom otional and monitoring fu n ct io n s , e tc .

(d ) In certa in  areas exp loration  o f  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  o f  co 
o rd in a tion , n egotia tion  e f fo r t s  with suppliers o f  -  
technology.

These and other p o s s ib i l i t ie s  (our suggestion does not attempt 
to  cover a l l  p oss ib le  ways and means o f  co op era tion ), in  our view , 
should be discussed in d e ta il during the current session  and once 
they are agreed inform al schemes can be estab lish ed .

* See UNIDO proposal entitled "Cooperation among Technology Transfer 
and Regulatory o ffices  o f selected Developing Countries", project 
proposal No. INT/P.1/G27



Long term cooperation  among technology r e g is t r ie s  should 
bring fa st  economic r e s u lts  in  the area o f  technology im ports, 
but a lso  con tribute  t o  continuous improvement o f  q u a lity  o f  
work done.

We b e lie v e  that d e lib e ra t io n s  at present sess ion  w i l l  lead  
tovards development o f  con crete  scheme o f  long term coop era tion .




