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RrPORT OF TEE MEETING ON CO-OPERATION AMCNC DEVELOPINC COJRTRIES

L_5 DECEMBER, NRGARIZED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF PHARMACISTS IN MOROCCI

Mrs. Teheknavorien cpened the mecting by thanking Mr. Benuowna, the

Director of the "Institut Marocain de 1'Zmballege et 4u Conditionncment” '
(IMEC) for the visit and for meking aveilisble his c-rnfereance room. She
stressed the importance of packaging for gocds =o resist transport and in

this connection emphasized the contributioa o the IMEC towards export and
improvement ¢f the national market. The %esx if IVUEC is, among others, to

make utmost use of existing facilities and thus helr industry to expand,

alsc the pharmaceutical industry, as being thz subject of the mieting. She
felt rroud to see that a U.N. project wcrked so successfully and was glad

to prove *hat the U.N. is not only a paper producer. Che recommended to

the part’ ~ipants to go and see U.K. projects ir the various countries to

laern form the experience gained. UFIDC would send su* infcrmation on its
projects, €.g. & project on pharraceuticel industry in Hungary. As, however,
UNIDO's funds are limited, participants would have to finance their travels to
see such projects thenselves. Mrs. Tchekmavoriaa mentioned a meeting whicn was
going to De held in Ckina in October-1982 on the promotion of medical plants

in the pharmaceuticel industry, where information will be obtained on the
traditional medical treatment in China, I.e. not using chemical medicinpes.

This 1neating should, “n perticular, promote the pharmaceutical industry in

rery poor countries in Africe and Asia.

Mrs. Tcheknavcrian also pointed out that the Pharmaceuticals Unit

vill always be availsble to give informetion on tiomedicel equipment.

Then Mrs. Tcheknevorian proposel to get out of general dis:ussions

end asked the participants two srecific guestiozs:

(1), what type of activity within the pharmaceuticel industry do they wish
to emphasize? In connection with basic manufacturing, what kird cf drugs,
on what they would like to concentrete in antibioties and syntheties.
According to their wishes "NIDO would rrertare techrnical pavers, distribute
“hem, and then could call a meeting where exverience cculd bde exzchanged

end z better underztanding of each other achieved.

(z) Wnat was the participants' timeschedule s> that a next meeting could

be called.




Mrs. Tcheknavorien proposec o keep this group as it is to avoid
revetitions, when slweys new revresentatives come togriher, ané to z2all

it the "PHARMACFUTICAL GROUP OF MOFAMMEDIA".

-

Mr. Tazi, Director of the "Conseil National de 1'Ordre des Pharmaciens”
(cyoP}, expressed his thanks tc UTDP for meking avAilable “he IMEC and hoved
that the work of the Institute wculd go beyond the Moroccan borders. e
also thanked Mr. Bennouna for the invitation and taen emmhasized his and

his stsff's williigness to make the GRCUT OF MOHAMMEDIRA a2 success.

Mr.- Saljem wented to knew how other countries cculd benefit from TMEC

end how much it weuld cost.

~¥r; -Jennouns exclained that the industry harc since the beginning been
very receptive of IMFC. Thev have worked out nricelists for raw materiels
for vackaging (e.g. PVC films). The Institute works at reasonable costs.
They are working towards the standardization of packaging materiels. As
far as the pharmaceutical industry is concermed, work is being undertaken

by techniciens and vharmzcists.

Since 1973 two meetings have been held in Egypt and oue on Moharmedis
of Arabic countries to create a "Regional Centre for Packaging”. In 1980
another meeting was held iz the Lebanon to define the sctivities cof such a
Centre. Its creation has been approved by the Arab Ministers of Industry
and it is hoped that the U.N. will support this Centre. In November 1981
the Ceutre has 3tarted to find out about specific needs of its member

countries to orientate it activities accordingly.

Mr. Bennouna emphasized that his Institute is always willing to ansver *

specific questions and always welcomes trainees from other develcping countries.

Mrs. Tcheknavorian precposed to make a study on the assistance Morcceo

cculd provide to other develoving countries in the pharmeceutical industry.

M. Benncuna stressed the importance of defining specific ieeds to

baw e
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see whether supriementary equipment is necessery.
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Mr. Sallem spoke about ways and means to mar: use of developing counmtries'
rossivilities by other developing countries. He stressed “he importance of
the Meeting in Morocco as first step of developing couatries towards getting
to know each other. He expressed his willingness to finance future aeetings,
to invite UNIDO and share these -vnenses with cther developing ccuntries who,
he was sure, felt the saw. way. He wderiined that it was important that
everybody felt convinced that such meetings were needed t> share informetionm,
to ~xplain specific ueeds and to get to know what is availadle in other
developing countries. There certainly are many needs i» the pharmaceutical
industry of developing countries that could be covered by otl:r develoring

countries.

He emphasized that.as developing countries they shculd be aware of the
need of sharing their experiences, even in formulstion, and that there is
a2 lot they can learn from eacn other. However, they must not fcrget their
fellow developing countries not participating in this Meeting. They also
peed to develop their formulation industries. By helping each other, they
could save a lot of fora2ign currency. It is known, 4.g. that Indie has
much experieance in the producticn of synthetics. They should make gocd use
of such pessibilities. This means, cf course, that they shculd travel and
see the standards of technology in other dev.loping :ountries. In Egypt,
e.g. they started out with beckward technology and had to slowly improve it.
Their experience could spare other developing countries the trouble of

going through the same stages and thus save nmuch time.

M. Tazi suggested to establish a sort of inventory containing informetion
on the history of the pharmaceutical industry in developing countries, the
constraints aré difficulties enccuntered by thess countries, and a list of
products prcduced in these countries. Such an inventory wculd considerably

improve co-operation among developiug ccuniries.

He prcposed *hat tie G20UP OF MOHAMMEDIA have its seat in Morocco and
underlined the necesaity to define a stretegy of co-operation and to create

a centre of information.

Mr. Cheikh Lahlsy suggested that a guestionraire be distizbuted by

UNIDC and tpat co-speration could s.art with l-.:tle

ct

nings. Morceco, e.g.

has experience with certain plants, like euczlyz’:s and chinine.




Mr. Fazli stressed that a definite plen of action is required, where
clear otjectives are laié down and priority arees defined ithat have to be

considered. BHe proposed three ocojlectives:

(1) Tc help to bring about co-operation and co-crdinatior among develcping
countries cf this group in the secter of pharmaceuticals, manufacturing

end trade for the xzutual benefit;

(2) To act as a Centre of information regarding tae avzilability of technology

aad materials for the pharmaceutical irndustry in developing n~cuntries;

(3) To help exchange visits of technical experts in the pharmaceutical
field for the mutual benefit.

Specific areas to Te considered are e.z. fermentation and formulstinn.
Ee proposed to huld a meeting in March 1983 and would try to discuss with his

government the pessibility of Pakistan hosting this meeting.

Mr. Bennis explained that he considers an Trairins Centre necessary
(Centre de Formation), as superior specialists can be exchanged, but it is
the basis which is important. The less specialized perscunel alsc has to

be well-trained.

Mr, Tazi mentioned the "Ecole Nationale de la Format oan des Cadres™

where ap attempt towards reaching this objective is mede.

Mrs. Tcheknavorian summarized that common problems and common objectives
have become evident. The GROUP OF MOHAMMEDIA has expressed its wish to
closely co-operate among each other in the pharmaceuvtical industry for the

mutual benefit. In order to became more efficient, the GRCUP OF MCHAMIDIA

has identified the following as first stcp to be taken:
(1) The bharmonization of the legislative, tke registration cf pharmeceuticals.

(2) To make a iist of representatives of %this Crour concerning the
technolegy available within the countrias in formuletion and packaging,
i basic manufacsuring (fermeantatica and synthetics,, and in *he

existence of meiicinal plants for the zroducticn of pharmaceuticals.




The Group hus sagreed, after receiving informaticn, to organize a
meetipg and to discuss on the tasis of this detailed informaticn. This
neeting will decide on an effecti-e prograrme to be implemented by this
Group. For the time being it is required that informatiom is conveyed
quickly. In four months UNIDO should be able to previde information,
i.e. April 1982.

CNOP should act as the secretariat of the GROUP OF MOHAMMEDIA. As
such they should request UNIDO to hold a meeting in Vie.me. 1983 would be
too late. The meetings of the GROUP CF MOHAMMEDIA shovld be intemsified.
The next meeting was proposcd to be held mot later than June/July 1982 to
decide on the concrete programme. It is essential ibat developing countries
show their interest also by contributing financially; this would be an

encouragement for UNIDO's work.

‘he countries present at this Meeting should not forget all the others
needing help in formulation packaging. These countries should be identified,
so that projects in these countries cculd ve set up. Ways have to be found

how they can be helped and how their personnel can be trained.

Mrs. Tcheknevorian ther mentioned that the establishmeat of a R.search
and Development Centre was not approved at the First Consultation on the
Pharmaceutical Industry, held in Lisbon, in December 1980. The Portuguese
Gov-roment is swill interested in estatlishing such a Centre. On 12-12 January
1982 UNIDO -rily . *~ Portugal to disciss this subject. Also the World
Bank is in favour ~f this project and will advance a loan for the establish-
ment of such a Ceatte. Mrs. Tcheknavorian wanted to know from the participants
how they could ccntritute to such a Centre and cn what UNIDO should concentrate

in"its discussions in Portugal.

Mr. Aboulenein considered process development most impcrtant for the

Centre in Portugal and syntaesis a3 seccné topic. However, he wanted to

know whether they are also good for fermentaticn.

Mrs3. Tcheknzverian explained thet everything ceannot be dcne in one place

anyhow. Fermentation cuuld be done in ancther place. She would emphasize
process development ir Portugzl and inferm the zarticipaats 5f the outcome
of her meeting trere, 3She asked *he partisiparts to suppsrt this prcject

as it will be financed by World Bank end as such needs develaping countries’ supners

(]

Mr. Tezi clzsed <he meeting, emprasizing ncw oroul he felt as Diresctilr

ct CUOP to be at the besis cf the GRCUP OF MIEAIELIA,
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