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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org
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Workshop on Cement and Conerete Products
Brisbane, Australia, 18 - 29 May 1981

PRECAST CONCHETE PRODUCTS IN PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA*
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PRCFILE

Papua New Guinea, toyether with {is neighbour lrian Jaya, (s the second diggest
tsland {n cthe world. (The firsc being Greenland). Iz has a svpulation of close to
three million 4nd over seven hundred different languages are spoken. Znglish (s

used as cthe National language, "togecher with two others; Pidgin Engfish and Hiri Motu.

The country la mounctainous and rugged and this makes {t very difficult for roads 2o
be built, and therefore air and -ea are the main means of transport. PNG is now (n

ics sixth year of {ndcpendence, since 1575 when it got its independencs.

CROWTI! QF INDUSTRY LATY 1990‘s

In 1958 the first concrete pipe factory was built in Port Moresby, the capital of
ANG. Two years iater, masonary biocks were be.ng produced. At this time, cement
stabilised bricks were alsc be.ng made at correcitive institutions. There wzs
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Precast cumponents like U beams, ygrands:tand units and other precast products such

as slabs, scep threads and survey sarkers wars also being produced.

In 1964 anocher concrete pipe fac:ory was built in Lae to cacer for che High~
lands dighway develcpment which started in Lse at the coast and had to link all the

five Highland provinces. Lae was slso supplying the other ccarzal ports by sea fraiighe.

In Port Moresby in che mid 1960'+ precast housing component. wera being cast ' ' a

compeny called Production Development Corparacion for the construczion of housas

for the PNC Defance Force. The University of Pupus New Cuinea was slso deing Luilt, and
Hornibrooks, a conscru:tion company, ussd Srestressed concrecs, which they made

cthemselves.

Another masonary block factory was set up in Lae in 1968 and srcund this time coo a
company called Mudung Contractors wes set up in the town of Mading to
produca concrecte products., Also {n the late 196Q's s facrory was buil: in Mc. Hagen

to produce both concrete pipes and masonary blocks.




Ir 1972, concrete tipes, Tasonary olecks and other nrecast concrete products
wers Deing producec ir Xieta. 3etween the .ate 19oU's ana ear.y i1570's, taere
Wware precast wharl develop@menis in rort moresady ana Jemarai. 7Thess ,0bs are

generally dcne on-site by coniractors.

CURRENT SITUATION

Macterials like saad and aggregace are generally avallable {n mosr centres of PNC .,
Cement was traditionally imported from .apan, but more recently now from Australia
and New Zecaland.

Ready mix - Establishes in Port Moresby in 1960 and ire now avzilable in Kieta,

Lae and Mt. llagen and aslse on msjor prcjects.
Cl. «s Reinforcad Camant -Thi{s i3 a new product in PNC. It only scarted this year
(19381). Products such as cable joint pi:s, conu markers, wce -floors and flower pots

are Lelng made.

Masonary Paving - Paving only scarted in 1979 buc has now become well accepced,

despite {ts recent introcuction.

Local Investment - This began around 1969/70 and furcher {a 1976,

Cemen: Linirg - This was incroduced more tecantly vica jobs on oil and submarine

lines.

Market Locatiun = There is diffi:ulties {n cranaport. We have minimum establishment and

our equipeant 1s not fully ueilised.

Advancages - Basically the local aateirals 2re move permanentand since Ve ars more

labour {ntensive, ~ur people are provided wich empioyment.




Level of skills - operators = - ok available
mid managcment - new (only scarzing)

marketing - nil (virtually none)

Quality Control - Mosc of the control {s donethrough Covernmentc agencies such as the
Department ofWorks and Supply or at universities. Where there i35 no scandacds in

PNGC, we comply with Australian scandards.







