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1.

It vill be prepetitive to reasvert -0 the previocus discussiocn on the
inportance of inteyrating vomen in industrial processes, This is

no doubt a subject wiich has already been discussed in ssveral

forums covered by seminars, meetiiigs both naticnal and intermaticmal
and even in smaller political and social graupse In smaller
dimensions within a home the remale members of the family

have discussed these issues with their members of the famly or visiting
friends. The fact that the waren constitute about 50% of the warld
adult population need not be emphasized. For many centuwries hovever,
the place and role of the wman has been a backgraund issue which

vas nardly thought to be of any significance in the world of
industrial developmen-, The woman has always been placed in the home
vhere she is the child bearer, vhere the kitchen is hers and vhere the
upkcep vas solely her problem and vhere all members of the famdly

(ia Tanzapian environment family would also include all inlaws, aumts
uncles etc) expected her to render all necessary damestic services.

Mcst of us will recall that ane of the principal ains of the 1975
Internatiaral Year of the Wcman was vament'!s liberation. The wvoman
felt she wvas being treated as an inferior lanan beingy because in
the vake of development she reaiisad she Va? not considered an
important component of development. Instead the wanan is an ~
oppressed uman being especially if she happens to be a member of
oppressed sociecty of the poor matirs,

WYomen have a major role to play in Africa and in Tanzania in

particular vhere far generatins wamen have been the major producers

of income particularly fram agriculture., Tanzania is not an

industrial camtry, that is the industries vith the cwuaotation of a

vell established factary area including all fadlities of a factory. The
country is mainly an agricultural country producing food crops for

domestic consuspti an ard cash crops for sale in the intematiomal

markets. The industyial sector in Tanzznia is a nev and recent

devr lopment of our ecamamy Wric% I would say is at a fairly low

advanced stage compared to th: indusvrial countries of Jestern Surope

for example Tanzania has therefore realised that the wanan plays a very
important role in the country's ecomamy. In the case of Tanzamia Party
policy is very much against the unequal. distributim of work between men
and women. In the urban areas most of the job opportunties are held by men,
This phenanenan cculd be explained hy the fact that in the past the unequal
educati cnal opportunties meant that only a few women had tie qualificacians.
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I believe given the same opportunities Zof training, and working in

the industries vamer are equally sood and can workx as efficiently as the men,
The cultural heritage that the voman's place is in the kitchem is partly
respansible for the present trend, However, nature or the biological processes
in the human being are also partly to blame for this trend. Another of the snags
vhich restrict the fuller utilization of voment's mental aad physical resources
in natianal building especially in the urbam areas is failure to combine both
their child raising respansibility and the demands of the job. Por example

it may be difficult for a waman ¢to attend to a factory night shift if she

hag a baby and other small children she has to take care of, T will nowever
emphasize the fact that the roles of the woman and man are complementary.

Tandania is ape of the poorest countries in the world and therefore some

of the ecanondc activities are still being carried in primitive environments
using primitive tools and therefore the productimm is relatively low,
Tanzania is also dominantly a male society in which the man is always
readily available for school, public activities and industrial work.

In the rural areas the waman plays a major role first as a hamemaker, The
homestead normally includes the housa, the hamestead family a farm a few

1 vestock like cattle, goats, sheep chicken ctc, This is typical aof a
hamestead in most productive rural areas of Tanzomia. In additiom the hame
vould own two or three cther reasanable size Ffarms where the seasanal cropg
like maize, beans, potatoes, rice, millet etc would be grown for food. The
main characters respmsible for the well being of the aomestead property are
mainly the fomale family members. They are required to make sure the fayus
are ready for the pianting season, that planting was dome an time, that weeding
vas dame adequately and finally that the harvesting was promptly completed and
storage of the harveast adequatel; dealt with. The same vas sxpected of her
fur the cash crops like coffee, cottan cashew muts etc. The vanan therefore
in some cases with very little help from her male campanion or without it,
srrives to produca the basic needs for the survival of the family. sShe uses
her time, whatever resources she has at her disposal and all her notentialities
to improve life corditiams in her imrediate community. It may be vorti
mertioning that the agricultural jndustry [ am trying to describe does not
employ any czpital goods like tracters, harvesters etc. The tocls like hoes,
bush laxives etc will be used mamually and therefore the mamual labour of the
woman is very important. Without it nothing will be done. In additioam to
her primary functiun of namemaker, the producer af foods and cash crops she
will hare a fev livestock around to supplement her food tecause she can jet
m 1k, <ggs, meat and mamure Por her farm. The waran is directly the producer
of focd, cashcrops for the commmity but the benefit she derives from these
things is questianable., Indirectly she provides the family with housing,
cletiring, recreation and she directl, feeds her family. Iramically it is the
voman who feely the immediate {nadequacy .f food clothing and housirg Por
herself and the children.




In most cases the musbard will be away vorxing in an wrban 2£fice or
industry and the wvoman is left 0 2repire the ace so that it is liveable,
She prepares the foundatian for the final settlement of the whole family
including the imsbhand who is away an a job.

4. May I clarify the fact that T am not criticizing ocur male colleagues.
They are no doubt playing a major part, in the whole industrial process. I
am anly emphasizing that the voman's caatritution in the development should
be looked at with higher regard. In fact the cancept of polygamy was based
a ecanadc factors because a man vith several wives expected to produce
mure to enrich himsel? through the wivets labour and effarts,. The me vwho
varted harder to produce more was the favourite of the imsband. It is
still a camnaon feature in many parts of Africa., The voman is used as a
producer of wealth, Looking at it positively, the woman's potemtiality can
be explaitad with better capital goods to raise the per capita incames of
her natian and therefore raise the standard of living for harself, her
children and her commmity as a whole,

Se The wvoman in cur society i3 a very hard warker and I vould say she is tne
pillar of the 'ame, The same vwoman vho handles the agricultural industry
seasamally also finds sametime to do other extra handwork. Depeniing he.‘-
interest and the materials around her immediate, envircmsent most women
learn anmd do handeraft wrk. The making of baskets 2f varicus types £or purposes
of stoging foods, crops, and alsc as containers is mainiy dome by wamn,

The waman also =ngages in making »f cooking pots out of clay soil, beac wark
mainly as decorations, to memticm a few, She makes these items for her otn
use and she also makes extra items for sale ad a way of earning some money

for her family. A lot of women engage in chese handcrafts and they can tribuate
substantially in the family budget., The: little she earns can be used

in buying clothes for children, a few {items like sugar, salt, cocking cil etc
which the family ciucmot make or produce, On the Hther hand there are some
traditimal items wvhich the mn make such as woodem spocng,stools, chairs, toats
etc., Uncortunately the woman i3 nov Being deprived of her traditimmal zctivity
because the modern society tends to shift tovard comercializatian ¢f such
sxills. These small items whi~h the woman was makiug are nov alsc beirng

made by men 3ingly or in groups @ a camercial basis. Another rearon why the
varan is losing this very vital traditimal activity is the u-e «f modern
tools mmd items like metal spoons, metal coocking pats, synthaetic baskets

etc. You may argue that this phenomenan 13 part of the ecanomic and social
development of the moc‘i“cx:g society. The modern society vaich we are

always urged to strive,Vas introduced to us by the colanialists and it has

to a certain extend gemerated a lot of adverse effects oca the role the

waman would play in ther trauditional activities,
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She therefore renaing a Picure with very little 25 cantrimuts ~swards
development. The ndustrialised societies zave played a part in
destroying the tradi<ticmal industry in which the woman labour was Sully
utilized by introducing nachine nade items to replace the woman hand nade
articles, This is the basic concept af commercialization for surnoses

of accumulating profits for someoane else other than the vaman, Hence

by the very nature of the wvaman's place in the sociaty sha wvas misplaced
as a neans of traditianal industrial productiol and her respect in saciety =&¢
also deteriarated. The wanan hardly bemefits frm the profits which

are mainly use for other activities for example, purchase of arms,
namufacturing of dangercus drugs wvhich do not improve the welfare of the
vaman,

Vanen form a substantial part of the population and therefore could play
a vexrr impartant part in ecamamic «tivities. It shuuld however De
appreciated that women's potertial contribution in the ecanomic forece

is limited to selected hdustries, The role of wvamen in the industrial
secors and pos ible increased participation ia the industrial development
has lately been recognized but their real contribution is still very
minimal, We may set targets but achieving them will be a frrstratiag
slow rrocess, partly because 2f the voman's place in the society, More
often than not the wvomen have not been seriously takem inte account in
famlation of industrial development policies and ; lans., The plaming‘,
formmiatiom, appraising and evaluarimm of the natians industrial plans
nave always been the manopoly of men vho have unfortunately overlocked
the possible Pull and effective participation of women in the process.
Breaking these barriers requires important change and policies at variaus

levels,

Certain industries like textiles, electronics, phamarcentical and food
processing cou’.d be amcng the few industries vhere women labam could

be Pully utilized within the modern industrial set up. 1hese issues have
been di scussed and the necessary recamendatims have besf made in several
previous meetings, The textile indusgryy especially the garment mamufacturing
should be encouraged to employ women labaur as vonmen are more articulate

for jobs like these where neatness is a prerequisite ~for quality

yarments. e

Developing countries lixe Tanzamja have financial problems which hzve

been the cause af ocur failures to astablish adequate industriali entreprises.
Tre developing countries lack adequate educatianal facilities hich would
triin vomen n respective ere their labour would be more suitable, a

sound educatiomal, The background is a necessary »pre-requisite to obtain

the required skills Mistorical backgrounds of countries like Tanzania have re-
;ultedin the inadequancy of the requisite techmology trainers to impar+t the
tmowledge because the industries have been a manopoly of “he dev:lored world

for a lang time. The internatimal sconamic xituaticn until toeday dictates




taat the acncpoly of industries will not saift scon inm aur favaur,

Samethning must be dans to aelp us and therefore aur women. AcHttedly
wvithcut education there are limited degrees to whica the women can
contritute to industrial productiom. I cur society the father wauld

regard the boys as nore eligible for educatica and in fact a Sew years ago
the father would educate the son and leave the Jdaughter at name to

nelp with the daily damestic activities., After all the daughter would be
married awvay to a different family and the father would get the dride praice,
The father felt a loss © vaste his rescurces to educatz a daughter vho
finally ended up as a nember aof a different family. The party and

govermment in Tanzania have at a natianal level tried hard to fight against
these prejudices. e «of the ways has been bv introducing free educatimm
to a1l up to University level so that the parents are amly required to
frovide a fev items like clothes, shoes for the children. Tanzania society
is graceful to the partvy and govermment thro.gh wnose good policies and
effforts all chillren, boys and girls are able to get the basic educatianm,
All school age childred are now forced and have the opportunity to

get seven yvears of primary sducation, Through this policy the woman

bas an cpening to Pfurther professionzl sducatiom vhich can allow her to work
ir industries,

Se However, it is very interesting to note that because c¢f cultural practices in
same of cur Tanzanian tribes, it is not ursual tc have paremts o prevent”
thxir daughters fram joing to shcocl.

The cultural prac:ic.. .~ . 1e cases require the girls to remain hdoors
for months having 2%7-.a.4c  raturity age, These practices are no doubt
very good as the giris arz —un through teachings by adult traditiamal
vamen teachess on low tiley should behave at home with parents and latar
an at their own homes after marriage. Through party and government mass
elucation programmes mos: parents cantinue with these practices but at
the same they make sure they dom't interfere very mich with the daughters
Permal education . To a certain extent the gjovermmert of Tanzania

has succeeded in this and of late there has been a noticeable increase in
the mmber of women participanti to the various educational activities

ani consequently in the incustrial operations. (see table 2 below).

Fe It i3 most encouraging to see the breax through that has been achieved
over the past few years in <he employment of suitably qualified
<omen in industries, There are scme wamen working as factory operaters in some
af the factories whers Work i3 not very neavy, There are ncw also some
qualified vomen in positioms vhere they are a party to malang decisicng
oo the industrial set up aud production patterns. These are fevw and would

be the highly mhecated women e¢ither by attairing Universiry education
or through professicnal trairing and experience (sees table 3 belov)

e ——— = =~




The industrial pians should include wamen's jreat participatSam in
anaiysiz, plamning, decisim zmaxing implementatin md evaluatiom.
Tanzania is trying hand %o achieve these but the lack af presources for
training facilites and the lack of resources for the astablishment
relevant industries are botli impertant drawbacks. I can assure tiis
cmgregation that Tancania's policy am the use of available nanpower
is without any sexmal discriminatin. Tne situaticn in which = are
famd is simply a result of histoséeal trends which have left <he
waman Dehind times and the man ahead of the woman Secaus: he is always
readily available for educatim, training, industrial work.

10. The voman is hardly a permanent companent of an established industry
tecause eventually she gets married 12 she so chcoses and after that she is
tied down to the musbands ~ovement, Always the woman follows the m .sband
if2 he is transferred and therefrve has to leae her accupatim and do samethding
else, 3if where she joes the same industrial occupatian does not exist. This
coald be a very serious social setsack in the development of the wvaman because
it afferts ner career in industry and elsevhere, Again changing this sacial
Phenanenan zmay be dif2{cult. Cosideratim shauld hovever be givem to the
vaman's mle'in the cocntry's development vhen reshu?fles ars mads, The
problem could be mnimized if ocor transport net vork vas good. As it is now,
it is even impossible 2or a factory worker tn reside ten miles away from
her/his place of work because getting to work and back may occupy more
than 60% of cnet's lifetine, 7The in“rustructure, which is very poor due
to cur financial problems, is pa*tly respansidle for *he vaman's limited
role in the industial sector.

11. The current economic situation i3 alss an incentive for more womem to
participate in public activities so that they can earn incame To make
tvo ends meet, It {5 not surprising however to come across voamen wvho are
qualified in certain industrial prcfessions but they dc not use their skills
becanse the husband dictates to hew that she should remajn at acme and
take care of the home and children., Indeed the situatiaon is varv {deal for a home
ard as I had stated earli=r this i3 alsoc an indirect contributicn towards
industrial development. ne of the other prcdlems the woman is facing is that
if she nas small children aze has to have reliable damestic help <o that while
at wark she does not have to vorry abaut her children., Damestic assistancse
is becaming diffi~ult to obtain a3 most pecple rejard this as an inferi-r ob.
A possible soluticn tc tnis wauld be for Tanzania to intensify effcrta m
child day care centres at places of vork. Our government realizes the importance

of suca day care centres ut due to limtited resources it i3 difficule to
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adequately cover the prosramme vithiz a reasonable Led His

sericd,
regrame whose itportance i3 not  questimable in this cantext
¥ill 1require assistance of wvomen novenents, »olitical novement,
sovernnents, internaticnil organizaticn like TUIDC, other Semefactors
ixe private bodies, charity orzanizatia, relijicus movemen=s

and even individuals,

Serius research is therefore essential in alil developing camtries which
are the main victims of these problems,

Most daveloping comiries may not show keem interest in the assistance
available fram intermational organmizatians like UNIDO. Thais Zoes not
imply that the assistance is undesirable, The assistance regquired

can best be identified by resear-h m each of the societies concernad so
that the individual cases can be adequately covered, The modern technology
should be used aiong w th the traditional skills and tools to emgage the
wvomen in “hes: traditianal activities in which they are already engaged

i . as has been stated earlier on. More emphasis should also be placed

in intergrating the 7samen Jorkforce in existing indugtrial operatioams It
is imperative to consider sericucly integrating wamen in same of the

nev indugtrial projects proposals. An immedjate possibility is the new
textile mills proposed Wrick are now under canstructian. It may bde advisable
to try to train wamen to soperate the machines in certain departnents

like weaving, spimrirng, packing etc, Currently the textile mills

ipn Tanzania employ mostly mem and the Zew wamen that are there castitute
hardly about 5% of the %total work force in the textile indusgtry.

The goverrment of Tanzania has as one of its objectives in providing sufficienc
manpower for the ecanamy the aim to include and give more chances to

Jomen in the task of developing Tanzania., This will be defined hetter

vhen the proposed sarvey to be mown as Jomen Zducatia Review is

canpleted, “he wvoman nust also help hersell by feeling that she is equal

tc men in all respects. 3he should not cmsidey herself inferior.

Most of the paints nresented in this ;aper are representative of

observazicans and experiences in the scciety I inov best, The society may

not even »e the vhole of Tanzania. However, they give a repr=sen*iatve picture
of the gituation. My caurades will forgive me for not providing more
statistical data to illustrate some cf the points. The reasan being

that a data bank for issues of this nature is very 4ifficult to <ome by,

Tis i3 e area where efforts must be made to establish a permanent data

ook covering women activiti=s, I will also remind =ach of you that this
paper may not have raised all the valid points pertaining to the theme

of this seminar. some of these -ints could be elatorated and sxpanded




To aciieve certain ccuclusianse The same could be discussed in greater
details for purposes >f providing solutims or suggesting possitie
solutions to ocutstanding questicns regarding wanen affairs., We are here
%0 learn from each other for the purpose of identifying acw more
effective vomer couid be in the industrial sectors of our respective
countries an” societies. M2y I also request you to realise that
Znglish is my third lanquage and therefore I find it difficul:s o
express same of issues, I acpreciate your dnd attentian and

your patience you have given in going through this paper.

May I call upay all vomen +world over to cooperate and change the
statusquo. The wvomen in high positims shaild uge their positions
to up lift their fellov women.
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STUIENTS INTAIT AMD ANTICIPATED DNTALE IN oMY

SCICOL ETWEEN 1361 - 1981

' FORM I TORM V
Year
Boys 3rls Total Boys Girls Total
1961 2,967 1,227 4,194 21 o) 236
1962 3,530 1,260 4,81C 231 55 285
1963 3,558 1,414 4,972 397 100 497
1964 4,062 1,240 5,302 519 97 616
1965 4,311 1,631 5,342 €59 21 780
1566 4,710 1,A67 6,377 685 141 823
1967 4,857 1,778 6,635 742 153 895
1968 5,127 1,362 6,985 989 225 1,214
1569 5,190 1,955 7,145 1,179 232 1,411
1970 5,305 2,069 7,374 1,264 242 1,506
1971 5,554 2,016 7,570 1,354 254 1,608
1972 5,889 1,858 7,747 1.464 241 1,705
1973 5,884 2,049 7,933 1,543 265 1,508
974 5,895 2,368 8,263 1,616 272 1,388
1975 6,220 2,366 8,586 1,609 256 1,865
1976 5,838 2,877 8,715 1,582 301 1,383
1577 5,861 2,947 8,808 1,616 324 1,940
1978 7,603 3,157 10,760 1,730 442 2,172
1979 8,093 3,447 11,540 1,730 517 2,247
1980 8,093 4,207 12,300 1,730 567 2,57
1981 8,093 4,657 12,750 1,780 717 2,497




Table 2

CURZENT AND FESVALT CURCIMENT IN GOVERNMENT
SECONDARY SCHCOLS IN FORMS 1 AMD 5 (PTRCENTAGE )

Year Form 1 form 5
1961 29.2 10.°5
1962 2646 19.2
1963 28.4 20.1
1564 23.3 15.7
1965 27.4 15.5
1366 26.1 7.1
1967 26.7 17.0
1968 2646 18.5
1969 27 .4 16.4
1970 28,0 16.0
971 2646 157
1972 23.9 4.1
1973 25.8 4.6
1974 20.6 14.4
1975 27.5 13,7
1976 33.0 15.9
1977 33.4 16.7
1978 29.3 23.0
1979 29.8 23,0
1983 34.2 2446
1981 36.5 28,7

Source: Third Five Year Plan Vol I:




Table 3

TANZANTA STUDENTS SELECTED TO INTER UNIVERSITTES
¥ 2aST AFRICA 1961/62 - 1972/73

Year Males Penales Total Female Proportion
1961/62 71 3 74 4,1
1962/63 73 9 82 10.9
1963/64 130 8 128 5.8
1964/65 185 23 208 1.1
1965/66 287 41 328 12.5
1966/67 385 20 405 4.9
1967/68 570 94 664 14,2
1968/69 482 $6 578 16.6
1969/70 546 C 96 642 1449
1970/71 602 99 701 ' 1451
197172 587 70 657 10,7
1972/73 803 98 901 10.9

Source: Directorate of Plamming -~ Ministry of Natiamal

Education, September 1976. Dar es Salaam
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