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Bangladesh hag a long tradition of more than +three decades in the
field of pulp arnd paper miking, The pulp & paper industries are aostly
in the public sector and managed by the Bangladesh Chemical Industries
Corporaticn (BCIC). Tie productwise installad capacities of the enterprises
are as hereunder:

Fibrous Haw
Product Capaci Milis Materials
Market Paper 30,000 T/Y Sylhet Pulp & Paper Mills, Banboo, Jute
Grade Pulp Sylhet Reed
Market Dis- Karnaphuli Rayon & Bamboo
golving Pulp 3,000 T/Y Chemicals, Chittagong
Hill Tracts
Printing & 48,000 T/Y Earpaphuli Paper Mills, Bamboo &
Wrifing Paper Ctg. Hill Tracts 30,000 wood
North Bengal Paper Bagasge
Mills, Pabna 18,000
Newsprint 38,000 T/Y Khulna Newsprint Mills, Gewa wood
Ehulna
Mechanical 10,000 T/Y
Print :
Paper Board 3,000 T/Y Bangladesh Paper Mills Rice Straw
Dacca
Paper Products 3,000 Tons Fagle Box & Carton
of Paper Manufacturing, Dacca

Bangladesh Paper Products,
Chittagong

Karnaphuli Yaper Mills
Limited, Chittagong
Hills Tracts

PUlP

The present capa.ity of dissolving rulp is just sufficient to meet the
internal demand in rsyon & cel:'ophune making ir Karnaphuli Paper Rayom &
Chemicaln, The current papar grade market pulp production’is omly 40%
(12,000 tons/year) of the capacity. At full capacity wtilization, this can
waot the intarnal demand thereby eliminating the import of pulp from awroad.

Ataur Ralman Phuiyan is the Executive Director of Karnaphuli Faper
and Rayon Complex in Bangladaagh, A member of numercus learmed societias,
he has held various positions in the goverrmunt and in tha privete sector
for the advancement of pulp and paper technology in his country.




The current writing and printing paper production in *he country is
35,000 tons/year. The local demand is 27,000 tons/:rear, leaving thereby
a surplus of 8,000 tons/year wnich is beingz experted to neightouring countries
like India, 3urma, Nepzl, Sri Lanka, Iran, Paicistan and Malaysia,

NEWSPRINT, MeCHANICAL FREIT

The present production level of newsprint is 34,00C tons arnd zecha~
nical print, 5,000 tons. Domestic demand is currently 19,0C0 tons/year
leaving an export surplus of 22,000 tons/year. These guantiiies ars cuz-
rently being marketed to Pakistan, Indiz, Sri Lanka, Surma & China,

PAPER BOARD

The Bangladesh Paper Mills, a private enterprise,produces around
34900 tons of simplex board par annum. The present requirement of duplex
board in the country is around 7,000 tons/year most of which is imporied,

PAPFR PRODUCTS

The products range from marufacturing of various types of corrugated
sheets, carton boxes, paper boxes, paper tubes,eic. to priniing on papers
including PE lapninated & other gloss papers., In 211 these frrms, the dom~
astic consumptior: of paper toards is around 15,000 tons/year.

FUTUFE EFLANS

A. PULP:

1. The Sylhet Pulp & Paper Mills will e placed under a talancing
and long tern rehabilitation scheme to operate tha nill 2t a rated capacity
of 30,000 tcns of pulp per year, Aifter the implementation of the project,
the mills would be cap>ble of producing 30,000 tons of bleached/unbleached
pulp per year. This will create 2 scope for earning foreizn excrange throush
axport of pulp, Implzmentation of the project is under way with FRG agsist~
tnce., However, realization of the capacity will ertail higher requirement
of fibrous raw zaterials, i,e., jute cuttin.'s, reeds, bamboo and wood and
for which additiona’ forast areas are being acquirad and developed for
plantaiion & znechanized extraction. The procuremant of village banboo 1s
baing intensified and steps are being taxen to metivite the growers to pro-
duce more hamboo in their homesteads.

2, There 13 a posaivility to establish a pulp and paper mill of
150TPD capacity at Dohazari in the Chittagong District, with a view to tap—
ping tha Sangu Valley & Matamuhuri {orest regources for wood % tamboc.




AT

B.

[R¢)

1. Zarmeophdi Paper #ills has undertaksr a Balancing, Modernmization
and Replacezent 3Jcheme o retrieve iis installed capacity and to further it
by another 20 TPD. Thig wili result in bettar quality paper with .educed
production cosgts,

However, with the materialization of the scheme, higher quantity of
fibrous raw material will be required, Xarmaphuli Paper Mills has leased
forest area of 2:1 square miles, pradominantly a bamboo forest which is
managed by a separaiz orgerization lmown as Road Devzlopmant & Bamboo
Extraction Project. 4drart from this, an area of 50 square niles has been
taken under pulp wood plantation by the Goverrment Forest Development.
The species are (melina arboree (Camar) & Anthocephalus kadamba (Kadam).
Demand for fibroug raw aaterisls hkas, therefore. been taizen care of in
relation to the increased production capability,

Besides, Keora (Sonmneratia zvatala), a margrove forast species is being
plated in the coastal ragion of Chittagong, Noalkh2li, Barisal & Patua~
khali district of Bargladech for protectica against cyclone & tidal bvors.

The afforestation will have 80K of Xeora and 20% of Baen Plantation and
60-70 thousand acres have already deen planted. This plantation can also
be used for production of Julp and paper at K, P.M. New mills could also
be get up in the coastal districts.

2. There 4g a small paper mill kuown as Creacent Paper Mill await-
ing installaticn. Wrken this is installed independently or in association
with other paper aills, the naper production capacity w.1l increase hy
6,000 tons/year., For this mill, multifarious types of raw materials like
waate gmny tags, sawdust, jute caddies, match veneers, cotton waste, etc,
can be utilized without® taxing upon the conventional raw materials like
bamboo & wood.

3. Tho North Bengal Paper Mill, an integrated pulp & paper mill
rroducing pairer froi: bagasse, has also a BMR Plan to attain its mated
capacity of 18,000 ‘ons/year.

4-a, There i3 2lco a possitililyof setiing m paper mili of 100 tons/
day capacity Uy utilizing jute cuttinza, inferior jute and iuta waaztes.
For Bangladesh, a couniry wherz juta i3 produced in large quantitiies,
thias will te a very me2ningful project for diversified application and
utilization of jute.

b. Similaerly, juta ~ticizs which are now ugsed as fuel ty the
villagers may also te utilized for malking paper. Som2 experts at home
and abroad congider thet tig tazer milis could te establighed based on
Jute sticks in Zarnzladegh, Egtablishment of a paper mill of 100 tons per
day capacity in a locztiszn in the haart of a jute growing area of Bangladash
may be considered initiz’ly.

5. Sylhet Pulp & Pzper !Mills is pursuing expansion by acquiring a2
paper machine cf 5C TPD, Thia will create a2dditional capacity up to
15,000 tons/yser of specialty papers like bond, airmail, cigarette, and
documant papers,




C. NSWSERINT:

The Lnulnz Newsprint Mills is taking up aroradilitation schumie to
regain its rated capacity of 48,000 tons/yoar. In view of the steer |
increasing demand of newsprint at home and abroad, a feasibility study is
also under way for creating an additiorazl production capacity of 25,000
tons per ysar,

D, PAPER BOARD:

The Sonali Board Mills now under construction at 2 site near Dacca,
will be a significant new addition in duplex board production to the
Bangladesh paper and pulp industry. The venture is a private undertaking
by a consortium of local antrepreneurs. The mill will be iritially proe
ducing 9,000 tons/year of duplex board and is designed to be readily
axpanded to a capacity cf 30,000 tons/year.

SACK PAPERS

There is a domestic market of 3,500 tons of sack papers at present
principally as a replacasent for gunny bags in the cement, fertilize» and
sugar industries., The damand will increase to 19,000 tons within rive
yaars whan plammed urea fertilizer and cement factories will be oparationai.

POTENTIALITIES

1. PRINTING, WRITING & WRAPPING PAPZR

The coming year is expected to gemerate a growth in demand of 4~-5%4
paer anmm to a level of around 35,000 tons by 1985 assuming a population
of 100 million in 1985 from the presant consumption level of 27,000 tons.
However, the expacted production by that tine is expected to ~ige up to
aroumnd 50,700 tons/year. In the coming year, tharefnre, there is an
export potential of around 15,000 tons/year, If the proposed mills mater-
ialize, the export potentiality may be increasel considarably.

2., NEWSPRINT

It 13 axpected that domastic demand will develop at a2 somewhat slower
rate of 3.5% per annum to a total of around 23,000 tons. Tho projacted
production will Ye 48,000 tons/year. Thus, in the years to come, Bangladesh
can offar to expcrt around 25,009 tons/year of nawsprint with the existing
set up, With the realization of the proposed expansion, the country can
oxport another 25,000 tons/year.

3. PAPER BOARD

Conaidering all aspects, the overall demand for paper board in the
country will grow at %) per annum to about 27,000 tons by 1985, The product-
ion capacity i3 not likely to go beyond 20,000 tons by then., The Sonali
Board can take care of this demani phage-wise,




To gun up the discussion, iT may be asserted inat Sanglades: nas 2 long
tradition in making paper. Before the advent of doderm technology, handzade
papers were nade in different areas of the coumtry. At present, the country
is seif-sufficient in printing, writing and wrapping papers, and in news=-
print. Speciall’y papers like bond, tissue, security papers and duplex are
being imporved.

Convantional and non-convanticnal fibrous raw materials are “eing tapped
to produce paper ard the industry is aaking in-roads to the market abroad
in steady strides, The average crainfall in the eastern and southern areas
of the cowmtry is about 120 inches., This is most suitabie for the growth
of bamboo and fast growing semi-hardwood., Attempts are also being made to
plant mangrove gpecies for prutection of the long coastal telt of 3angladesh,
The climate is also suitable for tropical pines, The agricultural residues
like straw and jute sticks are also potential raw materials.

This particular industry consumes a great amount of energy and water,
Water resource in 3angladesh is abundant, In the field of energy, the
natural gas which is available in Bangladeah can contribuvte greatly to
oconomize the cost of production.

At presemt,only the Sylhet Pulp and Paper Mill has the advantage of
gas gupply. This facility, when extended to other entarprises, can ansure
nuch economic production.

The pulp and paper sector can, thus, play a vital role in harnessing
the indigenous raw materials, thus, creating job opportunities and cone
tributing towards the economical devalopment of the cowmtry.







