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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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Introduction

For many years, joinery in geuneral has been considered a job
for the inefficient. Only hose who couldn't do anything else
became ‘oiners. The result of this has been that joinery in
Cameroon has remained a part of %he traditional crafts, in

spite of the forest-geared economy of our country.

Cameroon possesses one of the largest remaining wuntouched
tropical forest areas in Africa, apart fron Zaire. About 20
million hectares (L2 per cent of the country's land area) of
tropical forest belong to our country, in fact. Eight million
hectares of this forest are actually open to logging operations

3ot logs per year, 49 per cent of

and produce some 1.6 million m
this producticn being sawn in 76 wits among wrich “cur integrated
wood industry complexes produce veneer end/or plywood as well as
sawnwood with a total combined capacity of about 80,000 m3 of

veneer, 30,000 n of plywood and k0,000 n3 of sawvnwood.

In addition to those sawmills, there are many furniture
manufacturers, three or four of which capatle of supporting & small-
scale industrial production and hundreds of artisan workshops

in addition to these.

2. Problens Faced by the Furniture and Joinery Industries

in Cameroon

2.1 Professional Qualifications

Cameroonian joiners are generally unskilled workers, Taere
is nov high ievel training in joinery The CAP (Certificat 4'
aptitude Prufessionnelle) is actually the highest treining grade ia
Joinerv. This grade is obtained after four years in a technical

college.

Some years ago, a nost CAP training in joinery had teen tested
by the UNDP in the Wood Promotion Centre and it is to be regretted

the: %hic treining was discontinued ia 1676.
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2.2 Technical Problems

Our technical problems feature the following:

- Poor surface finishing;
- Less developed tools and plants;

- Unavailatbility of good hardivare and metal fittings.

3. Future Prospects for Development

With the creation of CENADEFOR (Cent.re National de Développe-
ment des For8ts) wvhich include the former Wood Promotion Centre
activities, we think that the furniture and joinery industries

vill be assisted in their developmernt.

Furthermore, we are conscious in Cameroon that the maximum
utilization of the maximum number cf species aveilable in the forest
(more than 300 species) will depend to a great extent oa the exis-
tence of a large secondary forest industries sectsr {joinery, furni-
ture, prefabricated housing, etc.) supplying both the donestic ani
export markets,

The :stablishrent of secondary woodworking industr.es, which
are also highly labour intensive, will therefore be particuiarly

encouraged, thrcugh special tax and otner incentives.

And a particular emphesis should be given to higher pro-

fessional training.







