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1. INTRODUCTION:

Pakistan is a laad of varied climates. It has snow covered
peaks in the north and the arid deserts in the south. The total area
of Pakistan is 796,095 square kilometres, out of which about 5 percent

only are forests.

Although varféus forest development and afforestation projects
have been implemented since independence inm 1947, Pakistan Is still
facing shortage of timber. Therefore, a large quantity of timber is
st1ll imported. Pakistan being a developing country, the import of
timber is a3 big burden on its foreign exchange.

The Govermment is encouraging the wood substitutes by supvorting
particle board and plywood industries so that the consumption of
solid wood may decline.

2. CURRENT STATUS OF WOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES:

Savm.1le:

The concept of sawmills in Pakistan is progressing rather slowly.
At the present time only two sawnills are under operation; both are
owned by the Govermment. A rew sawmill with an afforestation scheme is
under implementation in collaboration with the Federal Republic of

Geramany.

Furn{ggzg:

The present furniture and secondary wocd processing industry in
Pakis.an is at the initial stages of developmeut and modern mass pro-
duction in this particular sector is not common. However, the demand
for quality furntiure and fixtures is rapidly growing ia the urban

areas.

The use of particle board, plywood, veneer, hardboard and melamine

impregnated foile have Increased manifold during the last ten years.
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Large quantities of solid wood are still used in the furmiture making
industry. Except for a modest number «f small and medium-sized mecha-
nized units in the major towns, the entire industry is based on manual
werk and hand tools. This results in a high percentage of waste of the

country's alreadv meagre fores:t resources.

The species generally used are Shisham, Deudar, Kail, Partel,
Cheer, Kikar, Vallaet. Shisham is used for furniture manufacturing and
dezorations whereas Kail and Partal are generally used for building
work. Cheer is used in villages for roofing beams. Kikar is also
used in villages for making bull carts and roofing beams. Vallnet is
used for handicrafts. The availability of these woods is reasonable,

but not sufficient for development purposes.

Veneer, plywood, particle board and biockboaid (integrated plants)

All these wood-based panels are produced in eight factories. Only
one venear sliring facrory is operating in the city of Peshawar.
(There are ten plywood factories in the country: eight arz integrated

with other wood-based panels factories and two pruduce only plyvood).

Particle board:

During the last five years, consumption of particle board in
the furntiure industry has increased by alamost 70 »ercent. Five particle
board factories are in operation ian tke country. 7The biggest factory,
which produced particle board from bagasse has recently Increased
its capacity from 3G tons to 110 toms per day. It is prcducing quality
particle board and hardboird while the other four factories are based
on waste wood which, unfortunately, ie in very short supply. The quality
of the partic'e board is still to be improved to meet tlL: infermationally ‘
accepted standards. Before the installation of thie factory, a large
quantity of particle bcard used to be imported for meeting the increas ng

demand of the country.




Propertiss and use of glues:

The existing ten plywood factories have a capacity of over 30,000 m3
per annum. However, due to lack of raw material, hardlv 70 percent
capacity is being utilized and large quantities of plywoud sheets have
to be imported. The veneer needed for the plywood industry is runu-

factured at the plywood factories in the country.

Joinery production:

As for joinery, an exclusive section does not exist (except in
two factories in the whole country). Flywood manufacturers normally
produce flush doors, otherwise furniture manufacturers have included

these as part of their production line.

Use of adhesives:

Urea formaldehyde glue is generally used in plywood and particle
boards in different factories of the country. Por {urniture manufac-
turing, Hoechst Moblith glue is used which is available in different
grades. Loci ly produced animal casine glues are also used in furniture
industry.

Us* of Plastics in furniture:

Till 1978, there were ornly two firms producing synthetic foems
while at present five units are in operation and two more have been
sanctioned by the Govermment. The development of rhis industry is
mainly due to increase in demand of quality furm.ture by the urban

population.

Recently, a factory has becn installed in Baluchistan whick is
producing very good quality of melamine impregnated paper overlays.
Rowever, the use of this overlay in Pakistan is not very common. There
are other five factories which are producing different qualities of

foams which are generally used.
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Furniture design:

There are two institutes (Pak-German Wood Working Centre in
Peshawar and Swedish Iustitue in Karachi) which are running with the
co-operation of the Federal Republic of Germany and Sweden resp:ctive-
ly. They develop proper desiyns for mass producrion. The other

factories make their individual designs but not for mass production.

Product develcpment:

The Governmenit is encouraging private iadustry to install

factories on modern lines.

Furniture technology:

Furniture techmology is in the stage of development. New
factories with modsrn —achines and eugipment are being installed.

However, manual work is still a common practice.

Scrface finishing:

There is only one factory for this purpose. Modern equipment in
this field iz rar:l> _.~'.-ble., Most of the work is done manually.

Technical problems-

Most of the worl 1s done manually. Modern machinery is being
installed throughout the country.

3. CONCLUSION:

The demand of the wood processing industry in Pakistan in inereasing
in almost every field. It is, therefore, essential that following steps
be taken to accelerate the pace of progress:
(a) More extensive afforestation programmes be introduced.
(b Modern methods of felling the logs Ju the forest be adopted

to save the unnecessary waste.

N
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¢ () Use of wnod substitutes iacreased by educating and training

the carpenters.
(d) Institutes in various fields of wood technology be established

in different parts of the country.

1f Pakistan has to compete the incermational narket, it still

has to go a long way in the wood processing ind:.3try.







