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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
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1. Introduction

Uruguay 1s a smell country located on the Atlantic Coast
of South America between the two big countries Brazil and
Argentina. The total land area of the cowmtry is 187.000 square
kilomgtreé - less than 20 milliop sectares. The population is
almost 3 million persons, mainly of European origin. It is the
only country in South America today which has no native inhabi-
tants. In this small country, there are 12 million cattle and
22 million sheep. Moreover, an important part of the country
is under cultivation. The woods cover only some 3.9 per cent
of the total area.

Trees grow very quickly in Uruguay as a rule. They reach
an average of 20 to 25 tuns/hectare/year in Eucalyptus grandis

or 15 to 186 tons/hectare/year ior Pinus eliotti when planted in

suitable soils.

BRASILIEN

-~ !7/60 Joierrs l
i\ N

BUENOS AIRES ‘ﬁ‘;tr'-.\,-,Momzvz_ggSl
- ARGENTINIEN )

Mar ge Prata @, A ‘
R <. e . _45UD- o AMERIKA




2. Area and Species

Hectares
Fative wood .......... trecesssassss. 600.000
Eucalyptus SDP. ceceeacnasne vesesese: 100.000
SalicACeae ...ccieeceencanncscasceas  1.00C
PiDUS SDP ecececcvascecccssncns cosses. -20.000
Other ....coceee. cecsossncssasann ees 1,000
Total T28.000

3. Kative woods

Native woods in Urutuay are almout of no importance to the
economy of the country. They are low, badly shsped and in general
very poor. They are utilized only as fire wood in fact because
they burn very well. They are also extremely difficult to get to
since our forests follow the water areas ang hilly areas and
are therefcre virtually innaccessable which is another reason why

they are not exploited.

3.1 Eucalyptus

This genus, originally from Australia, has been planted in
all parts of the country since the end of the last centuary. They
provide shade and shelter for our cattle and sheep. This species
bas spread throughout each wooded area however has been igpored
for its exploitation possibilities, With industry in mind, we
rather plant the E, tereticornis, E. camandulensis, and the F.
globulus. The most preferable species for the wood industry of
Jruguay are E, grandis and E. saligna.

3.2 Salicaceae

Poplars and wili.vs have teen planted in the wet areas as
small woods however they tend to present the same problems as those

of the Eucaiyptu: and native woods.




3.3 Pipus

The main areas of this specie are located along the southerm
coast. They have teen planted with urbanistic purposes and for

dunes fixation. Pinus ninaster (origaally from 'lLes Landes',

France) is the most popular pine. Today pine plantations are made

also with Pinus eliotti and P. taeda.as well.

As in the case of the Eucalyptus, no thinning, no pruming
and no seed selection have been done with these trees before some
15 years ago vhen some seed selection began in earnest. As a result

of this, sawn timber from these woods is of quite poor quality.

L, Wood Consum iion

All frigures Rave been put in round wood cubic meter terms, and

are estimates only:

Total consumption during 1980 .......... 1.457.000
Local production ..ieececcccscssssceesss 1.027.000
IMPOTLEd vuvevvervvocnaccecssasaasaanscs 130,000

5. Importation

Aproximately 250,000 m3

is imported from Africa ir the form of
big round wood for plywood production and a bit for sawn wood.
Some 140,000 m3

brasiliensis, from Brazil and radiata pine from Chile. Some 4,000 m3

comes as sawn wood, 90 per cent of which is Araucacia

as plywood comes from Brazil amd 136,000 m3 as cellulose and paper for
nevpaper comes mostly from Chile arunually.

6. local production

About 800,000 m3

as charcoal) - 65 per cemt of this amount is Eucalyptus and 35 pur

of romd wood is used as firewood (lcw per cert

cent is native wood. 80,000 > (always in round wood terms) of sawn
timber, 50 per cent Pinus, 40 per cent Eucalyptus and 10 per cent
salicaceae - “he quality is very low and in general, sawn timber is

produced in small or portable sawmills, with old fashioned equipment.




Some 119,000 m3 of round wood, goes to the cellulose industry
annually, 9C per cent of which is Eucalyptus globulus. 11,000 m3
goes into particleboard and fibreboard production. The installed
industrial capacity for tnose productions is very superior to the

3

consumption possibilities. 13.500 m~ have been used as fence,

telephone and electricity poles.

3

2,500 m” of round vood has gone into plywood production and

1,000 m3 to other products this past year.
T.  Exports

Scme smail amounts of parquet, pulp and paper have been exported
during 1980 but these figrres are not significaut.







