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Preface 

One of the resolutions adopted at the Joint  Consultation on the Promotion 

of Industrial Research and Services in Africa,-'  held at Lagos,  Nigeria,   in 

September 1975,  contained a recommendation that an African association of 

organizations involved with industrial and technological research should be 

established.    The Nigerian Federal  Institute of Industrial Research (FUR) was 

given a mandate to undertake the follow-up action,  with the assisance of the 

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), rehired to  establish 

the association for the purposes of: 

"Promoting contact and exchange of experience,  capabilities,   and 
facilities among African Organizations; 

Meeting annually on a regional or   subregional .lerel on general  and 
selected technical aspects of industrial research; 

Establishing links and collaboration between Universities and the 
organized industrial sector;   and 

The representation of Africa's point  of view where a joint action is 
rehired on industrial and technological matters." 

In accordance with the mandate conferred on it,  FUR served as the co- 

ordinating centre for the compilation of views and ideas from the various African 

countries on the aims,  objectives and organization of the proposed association. 

FUR prepared and circulated to all organizations represented at the  I975 Joint 

Consultation recommendations on the terms of reference of the proposed association. 

The final draft proposal compiled with the responses and suggestions received was 

also circulated to  those organizations. 

To ensure recognition for and support of the proposed association on a continen- 

tal basis, UNIDO,  on behalf of FUR,   informed the Organization of African Unity (OAU), 

the United Nations Educational,  Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), 

the Economic Commission for Africa (EGA),  and the Secretariat of the  Scientific, 
Technical and Research Commission of OAU (OAll/STRC)  about  the efforts to estab- 

lish the association.    UNIDO subsequently agreed to provide about $90,000 for 

the preparatory and inaugural meetings for the establishment of the association. 

A working group reviewed draft  statutes for the proposed association prepared 

by a UNIDO-recruited consultant and made suggestions regarding the work programme 

of the association.    It later modified the draft statutes and work programme in 

the light of comments received from African institutions and international organi- 

zations.    The working group also reviewed the draft rules of procedure of the 

association, prepared a draft budget  for 1978 and finalized arrangements for the 
inaugural meeting. 

1/    Sponsored by the United Nations Industrial  Development Organization (UNIDOi 
in co operation with the Government of Nigeria,  through the Federa? InïîiîuW 
Industrial Research (FUR) Oshodi,  and the World Association of Industrial and 
Technological Research Organizations (WAITRO) . 
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Part one.    Report of the Meeting 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The Inaugural  Meeting for the establishment of the Association of African 

Industrial  Technology Organizations (AAITO) was held at Lagos, Nigeria,   from 

12 to 16 December 1977.    The participants were mainly senior officials from in- 

dustrial research institutes and  universities and high government officials involved 

in planning and implementing industrial research policies and programmes.    A 

number of international organizations also sent representatives. 

I.     ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING 

2. The Meeting was opened by Mr. A. Williams,  Assistant Chief Scientific Officer, 

National  Science and Technology Agency of Nigeria,  on behalf of the Executive 

Secretary of the Agency. 

Election of officers 

3. Mr. 0. A. Koleoso,  head of the Nigerian delegation, was elected Chairman of 

the Meeting.    Mr.  Dem Malanda (Zaire) was elected Vice-Chairman and Mr.  I. H. 

Mohammed (Sudani was elected Rapporteur. 

Adoption of the agenda 

4. The participants adopted the following agenda: 

1. Election of officers 

2. Adoption of the agenda 

3. Review and adoption of the statutes and rules of procedure of the 
Association 

4. Presentation of progress reports by FUR and UNIDO 

5. Presentation and discussion of the report  of the working group 
meeting on the establishment of the Association 

6. Review and adoption of the work programme of the Association 

7. Review and adoption of the I978 draft budget of the Association 

8. Election of officers of the Association 

9. Appointment of the Secretary-General  of the Association 

10.     Inauguration of the Association 

11 .    Adoption of the report of the Meeting 

5. The following documents were used as a basis for the discussions: 

(a)    Report of the Working Group Meeting for the establishment of an 
association of African industrial  technology organizations (lD/WG.?53/lt  Rev.1)j 
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t^h»«i (b)    ^ 8îatut,î ofith* P'0Po»«d association of African industrial 
technology organisations (ID/to. 253/3); ai 

t^.i   +
(Ci    ?*" rUle8 °f procedur« of th« Proposed association of African indus- 

trial technology organizations (ID/WG.253/4); 

(d) Draft work programme of the proposed association of African industrial 
technology organisations (ID/WG.253/5) ; «"-lean industrial 

(e) Draft budget of the proposed association of African industrial  t«oh_ 
nology organizations (ID/WG.253/«). industrial tech- 

II.    ESTABLISHMENT OP THE ASSOCIATION OP AFRICAN  INDUSTRIAL 
TECHNOLOGY ORGANIZATIONS (AAITO) 

Review and adoption of the statutes and rules of 
procedure of the Association       """"~"~~~~~~~"~~""" 

6. The draft statutes and rules of procedure of the Association, wh:ch had been 

reviewed by the working group, were reviewed,  amended and adopted.    Tho adoption 

of the statutes on Tuesday,  13 December 1977.  at 10:35 established the Association 

as of that date and hour.    (The final texts of the statutes and rules of procedure 

adopted by the Meeting were issued as ID/Wo.253/3/Rev.1 and ID/WG.253/4/W.1 
respectively.) 

Progress reports by FUR and UMIDO 

7. The Meeting adopted a motion thanking FUR for co-ordinating the preparatory 

work leading to the establishment of th« Association,  and thanking UNIDO for pro- 
viding financial assistance and services. 

Report of the working group meeting on the establiahmant 
of the Association fID/WQ.253fl/ftsv.fy  

8. The Meeting unanimously adopted a motion thanking the members of the working 

group for their work in scrutinising the details of the establishment of the 
Association. 

Review and adoption of the work fmp.mm. TT< 
l97o budget 0} the Aaaooiation   ¥   P     f ^ 

9. The Meeting adopted the draft work programme and I978 budget prepared by the 

working group with minor modifications.    (The final texts of th. work programme and 

1978 budget were issued as documents ID/WG.250/5/W.I and ID/WG.253/6Aev.1.) 

10. A motion was also adopted requesting the Executive Committee to undertake the 

detailed elaboration of th. work programme, and follow-up action, especially with 

relevant international organisation, ao a. to ensure agreement on the details and 

Plan of implementation of the seven project, listed for implementation otarting 
in I97*. 
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11.    A motion was adopted to   instruct  the Executive Committee to request OAU/DTRC 

to forward  the administrative part of the budget to OAU with ,? request that OAU 

should assist  the Association by making annual allocations in the OAU budget, 

through t'TRO,   to permit  the  financing of the Secretary-General of the Association, 

other secretariat  steff,   facilities and services,  and  the meetings of the 

Executive '"tomrriittee. 

Ejection of officers of the Associatioa 

12.    The following were elected, by secret 

President: 

First Vice-President: 

Second-Vi ce-Prenident: 

Zonal representatives: 

North African zone: 

East African zone: 

Central African zone: 

South African zone: 

West African zone: 

Ex-officio members of  the 
Executive Committee: 

ballot,  as officers of the Association: 

0. A. Koleoso,  Acting Director of 
Research,   Federal   Institute of Indus- 
trial   Research,   Nigeria 
M. K. H.  Saleh,   Head of Electrical 
and Electronics Engineering Department, 
National  Research Centre,   Egypt 

Dem Malanda,   Directeur Co-ordinateur 
des Activités Scientifiques,   Institut 
de la Recherche Scientifique,   Zaire 

1. H. Mohammed,  Assistant Director, 
Council  for  Scientific and Technolo- 
gical  Research,   Sudan 

0. Arunga,   Kenya Industrial Research 
and Development  Institute,  Kenya 

To Uzabakiliho,   Chef de Service 
Information et Documentation Indus- 
tirel,   Rwanda 

Mr. Moussa,   Charge d'Etudes et  de 
Planification Industrielle et  Tech- 
nologique,   Congo 

P. A. Thiam,   Chef,   Division de la 
Valorisation de la Recherche et  Trans- 
fert des Techniques,   Senegal 

M. D. Gidigasu,   Principal  Research 
Officer,   Building and Road Research 
Institute,   Ghana 

J. M.  Mwale,   Pood Technologist,   National 
Council  for  Scientific Research,   Zambia 

S. Nelle,   Directeur-Général Adjoint, 
Office national  de la Recherche 
Scientifique  et  Technique  (ONAREST), 
united Republic of Cameroon 
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Appointment of the Secretary-General of the Association 

13. As a result of an offer by OAU/STRC,   the Meeting unanimously adopted a motion 

mandating OAU^R^ to undertake the functions of the Secretary-General of the 

Association and to host the Secretariat of the Association temporarily during its 

formative stages.    The OAU/STRC offer included the services of a professional and 

other staff,   accommodation,  other services and facilities,  and financing of the 

meeting of the Executive Committee to  enable the Association to carry out  its 

work smoothly. 

14. In accepting the OAU/STRC offer,  the Meeting assumed that the Executive 

Secretary of OAU/STRC would receive  the approval of the OAU Scientific Council of 

Africa.    The Executive Secretary of OAU/STRC also assured the Meeting that the 

professional autonomy of the Association would be maintained and the activities 

of the Association carried out   in accordance with the directives of the Executive 

Committee of the Association. 

15. The Meeting requested the Executive Committee to negotiate with OAU/S?RC an 

agreement on working arrangements for carrying out the work of the Association and 

to follow up the Association's request to OAU for annual  allocations in the OAU/ 

STRC budget provisions for the financing of the Secretariat of the Association. 

16. In order to maintain the momentum of the Association,   the Meeting adopted a 

resolution accepting the offer of the Egyptian Government  to host the next meeting 

of the General Assembly of the Association in early I979.    The Executive Committee 

was requested to  solicit members'   suggestions and agree on a topic for this meeting 

and to agree with the Egyptian authorities on such details as the date and programme 
of the meeting. 

Inauguration of the Association 

17. The inaugural  ceremony of the Association of the African Industrial Technology 

Organizations was performed by the Honorable Alhaji Mutallabs,  Federal  Commissioner 

for Co-operatives and Supply,  on behalf of the Federal  Commissioner for Industries. 

Brief addresses were also made by Mr. O.A. Odelola,  the Executive Secretary of 

OAU/STRC,  Mr.   S.N. Ndam,  a representative of UNIDO (who also read a statement 

prepared by Dr.   I.A. Akinreie,   the Deputy Director,  EEC-ACP/CID Convention of 

Lomé1)  and Dr.  O.A.  Ko lee so and Mr. Dem Malanda, the President and Second Vice- 
President of the Association. 

18. In h s inaugural address the Commissioner said that  the inauguration of AAITO 

was a milestone in the history of Africa.    Events had shown that technology was 

economic strength that guaranteed survival.    There was an urgent need to develop 
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ìndigenous African technologies in order to overcome Africa's colonial heritage 

and reduce its dependence on foreign technologies,   the acquisition of which might 

provide the suppliers with yet another means of exploiting Africa.    Africa must 

seek  technological  development through  increased attention at  the national  and 

continental   levels.     Tt was to be hoped that the Association would  concentrate 

its efforts on technological   developments that would  significantly  improve the 

quality of life of the African peoples.     The endorsement by the  Council of Mini- 

sters of OAU of the establishment of  the Association placed tremendous responsi- 

bilities on the Association.    OAU and  the individual  member countries would be 

looking  forward  to concrete achievements  from the Association:       the total  econo- 

mic  liberation of Africa could depend  to  a large extent on the contribution of 

the Association.    The  Commissioner concluded his address by declaring the 

Association inaugurated. 

19. In his  statement,   Mr. Odelola recounted the  inadequacies of  technological 

development   in Africa and indicated  thai   a rapid  improvement was now taking place. 

Fifteen years ago only three countries -  Egypt,   Ghana and Zaire -  had national 

organizations concerned with co-ordination of research activities.    Today such 

organizations existed   in several African  countries,   and technological  institutes 

had been established in most.    In spite of these promising trends,   however, 

greater  support was still needed from African countries,  particularly in ameliora- 

ting the  status of scientific personnel.     Mr. Odelola emphasized  the need  to 

exercise great   discretion in the importation of foreign technologies and to 

develop  indigenous ones that would lead  to  the fuller use of abundant local re- 

sources.     Tn conclusion,   he reassured  the Association of the full   support of the 
OAU. 

20. Speaking on behalf of UNIDO,  Mr.  Ndam stated that  the Association, whose 

establishment was long overdue, was being  inaugurated at a tima of great  turbu- 

lence in the field of  technology transfer.    It followed on and was  in conformance 

with the Lima Declaration and Plan of Action which called for an  increase in the 

share of developing countries  in world  industrial  production to at   least  25 per 

cent  by  the year 2000.     The present  contribution of Africa wa,  the  lowest among 

the regions of the third world, reflecting the low level of technological   capa- 

city and  capabilities in Africa.    However,   along with the greater attention now 

being paid  to this problem in Africa,   the  establishment of the Association and its 

endorsement  by the OAU   should give confidence to African countries.     The work pro- 

gramme of the Association was also cause for optimism.    It was concise and well 
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conc.iv.d.    Th. philosophy of co-operation with national institution, and int.r- 

na"nal organisation, in its impl.rn.nt.tion... wis. .inc. inthl8tr¡al Md 

nolog.ca! aotxvit.es should out across national boundari.s.    In „.pons, to 

United Nations General Assembly resolutions and in consultation with other 

United Nations agencies,  UNIDO had prepared . Co-operative Plan of Action on 

Appropriate Industrial  Technology and had established an Industrial and Tech- 

nological  infection Bank.    Elements „f the »or* program, „f the Association 

arg.lv correspond.* to th. «» p!an.    UNIDO therefore accorded great importance 

t     he creation of the Association and was ready to collaborate and co-operate 

Wi h .t in areas of mutual int.rest.    While UNIDO could not make a direct contri- 

bute to financing the administrative and .ormai work of th. Secretariat of th. 

Association,   it would seriously consider collaboration in implementing a numb« 
of Project .deas included in th. work program.    *. Hdan Mid ^ ^ 

and respect achieved by th. Association would d.p.nd, not on its statutes and 

rules of procedure,  but on th. work program, and th. activ. participation of 

Us rn.mb.re.    If th. program.. were convrt.d into well-defined projects, finan- 

cia   support could b. easily obtained from international organisations and other 
funding agencies. 

LrInfhÍ\?tMent'  *'•  I-A- AkÍnrele indiMt,d th« •»»•*— °f the APC-EEC 
Centre for Industrial Develop».», (.CID) to collaborate with ,h. Association in 

areas of mutual interest,  particularly in th. 42 African countries that »ere 

Participants in the Lome Convention.    Th. objective of th. Association were 

commentary ,o the purpose of th. « in accomplishing technology tran.fr to 

m m   r   ountr.es of th. Lome Convention.    Especially relevant to the aotiviti.s 

UT""0" "* the a° "mi"«— *° **»*•*• th. choic. and transfer 
of   echnolog.es available in « countries that w.r. most appropriate for th. 

ne. s of 4fr.can States,  to facilitât, contacts b.tw..n African member sL 

w.th those .n possession of techno.ogic*! know-how;  to help with obtaining 

favourable condit.ons in th. acquisition of patents,  to contribute to th/devlo- 

:: ; r;trui r,8,aroh in th- ^^——- «—. «»T 
tt   iL    "o'f ' "^^  - - — vocational and advanced 
training.    Of part.cular interest to th. Association would be th. work of CID in 

capabilities , eng.n..ring d.sign,  f^JZ^^ZZTJZ^ 

ul7:    T e"St t0 the A8a0CUUOn ^ * «- ~>» o* * trinai 
unk to th. ..ron« data bank of scientific,  technical and industrial information 
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through which it would be possible for CID cliants to obtain access to the various 

data bases established in the European Coaauaity at minimal cost. Under the Lomé 

Convention there was a financial provision for promoting regional projects among 

ACP States. AAITO could benefit from this facility in the form of technical 

assistance. The CID would gladly collaborata with the Association in some of its 

specific activities, suoh ast 

(a) Organization of training workshops, group in-plant training programmes 
and study tours on general or selected aspects of industrial research and develop- 
ment at the international, subregioaal or regional levels; 

(b) Identification of training opportunities in Europe for personnel 
engaged in industrial research and development; 

(c) Design and establishment of industrial training centres at the national 
subregional or regional level; ' 

(d) Identification and definition of joint projects dealing with the 
commercialization, in two or more countries, of industrial research and development 
results, and assistance in locating financing; 

(e) Collection of information on a world-wide basis of successfully 
commercialized research work for dissemination among members of the Association. 

Adoption of the report of the Meetiy 

22. At its closing session on 16 Dacembar 1977, the Meeting adopted the draft 

report and authorized the UNIDO secretariat to finalize, edit and distribute it. 
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Part two. Othw activities 

I. VISITS TO SELECTED MANUFACTURING ESTABLISHMENTS 

23. Tours were organized to selected manufacturing establishments in two areas 

of Lagos. One group of participants visited Lisabi Mills and Guiness Nigeria 

Limited while a second group visited Addis Engineering Limited, Metal Box Nigeria 

Limited and Nigerian Breweries Limited. 

II. VISIT TO THE NIGERIAN FEDERAL INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH 

24. A tour was organized for participants to visit the Nigerian Federal Institute 

of Industrial Research. The Institute is administratively divided into seven 

technical divisions, one administrative and one accounts division. Its projects, 

which vary from research and development in the fields of food science and tech- 

nology, ceramics, textile, fats and oils, to engineering design and fabrication, 

and applied biology, are carried out in task forces. The Institute also gives 

technical assistance to government agencies, public and private firms, and indivi- 

duals. The Instituted achievements include the development of a process for the 

commercial manufacture of ¿ari, soy-ogi. bottled palm wine and ni co cream. 

25. The Institute, which is on a twenty-five acre land site, has a laboratory 

building, an administrative block, pilot-plant buildings, and a temporary building 

housing the engineering division. It has a staff of about 300 of which about I50 

are professionals. Its annual operational budget amounts to about $US 2.5 million, 

and income from projects carried out for clients amounted to about |US 40,000 

in 1976. 
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LIST OP PARTICIPANTS 

Country participants 

CONGO 

Mr. Nousa.    Charge d'études et de planification 
industrielle et technologique.    Commissariat 
Qlnéral I l'Industrie, B.P.  211, Brazzaville. 

BQYPT 

Salen, M. Abdel Halim.    Head of Electrical and 
Electronios Engineering Department.    National 
Research Centre, El-Tahrir Street, Dokki, Cairo. 

GHANA 

Gidigasu, M.D.    Principal Researoh Offioer. 
Building and Road Research Institute,  University 
Post Offioe Box 40, University of Soienoe and 
Technology, Rumasi. 

GUINEA 

Dialo, A.T.    Directeur de la Division des Relations 
Internationales.    Ministère de l'Industrie et de 
l'Energie, Conakry. 

Sako, B.     1er Secrétaire.    Ambassade de Guinée, 
Lagos. 

IVORY COAST 

Aka, B.T. Chargé* d'Etudes. Ministère de l'Economie, 
de Pinanoe et du Plan (DCA!), B.P. V 65, Abidjan. 

KENYA 

Arunga, 0.    Senior Researoh Offioer.    Kenya Industrial 
Researoh and Development Institute, P.O. Box 3065O, 
Nairobi. 

LIBERIA 

Lartey, D.    Teohnioal Co-ordinator. 
Comme roe, P.O. Box 9041, Monrovia. 

NIGERIA 

Ministry of 

Enahoro, H.E.    Dean of the Paoulty of Engineering. 
University of Lagos, Akoka,  Yaba,  Lagos. 

Koleoso, O.A.    Director of Researoh.    Federal 
Institute of Industrial Researoh, Oshodi, P.M.B.   1023, 
Ikeja Airport, Lagos. 
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RViANDA 

Uzabakiliho, T.    Chef de Service Information et 
Documentation Industriel.    Ministère des Finances 
et de l'Economie,  B.P.  73» Kigali. 

SUDAN 

El-Sheikh, M.S.    Acting Director.    Sudan Industrial 
Research and Consultancy Institute, P.O. Box 268, 
Khartoum. 

Mohammed,  I.N.    Assistant Director,    National 
Council of Research, P.O. Box 2404» Khartoum. 

ZAIRE 

Makiona ma Banzuzi.    Directeur.    Departement de 
l'Economie Nationale et de l'Industrie, B.P.  85OO, 
Kinshasa. 

Malanda,  D.    Directeur Coordinateur des Activités 
Soientifiques.    Institut de la Recherohe Scientifique, 
Kinshasa. 

ZAMBIA 

Mwale,  J.M.    Pood Technologist.    Food Technology 
Unit, National Council for Scientific Research, 
P.O. Box CH  158, Lusaka. 

Consultant 

Olunloyo, O.A.    Assistant Director of Research. 
Federal Institute of Industrial Research, Oshodi, 
P.M.B.   1023, lice ja Airport, Lagos, Nigeria. 

International organizations 

Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations 

Jakubszyk, T.E.    Agricultural Offioer.    FAO Regional 
Office for Africa, Accra, Ghana. 

Organization of African Unity 

Odelola, A.O.   Executive Secretary.    Scientific 
Technical and Research Commission, P.O. Box 2339» 
Lagos, Nigeria. 

Bazic, A.H. Abdel.    Assistant Executive Secretary. 
Scientific, Technical and Researoh Commission, 
P.O. Box 2359» Lagos, Nigeria. 

United Nations Development Programme 

Lavides, Jr. V.    Senior Industrial Development Field 
Adviser.    P.O. Box 2015, Lagos, Nigeria. 
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ftllttd Itationa Information Oantra 

Älafa, P.I.N.    Dir« o tor.    17 Kin#niay Road, 
Ikoyi - Lagos, Nigeria. 

«pjtsd gâtions Industrial Pavlo^f. rYm¡ntion. YitnM 

Ydaa, S.U.    Industrial Dtvslopaant Of fi oar.    Offioa of tha 
Diraotor, Industrial Oparations Divi ai on. 
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