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MEETING ON INDUSTRY-RESEARCH INSTITUTE LINKAGE WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO 
INSTRUMENT DESIGN, SOFIA, BULGARIA, 2 0 - 2 4  APRIL I 98I

I co-ch a ired  the meeting on Industry-Research In s t itu te  Linkage with 

S pecia l Reference to  Instrument Design in  S o fia  from 2 0 - 2 4  A p ril 1981. 

Other s t a f f  members a s s is t in g  from the UNIDO side  were Ms I .  d i  P ietro 

and Mr A. R afsandjani. The meeting was attended by  17 p artic ip an ts  

from 12 developing cou n tr ies .

The d ra ft report o f  uhe meeting was prepared by Mr Richard Westergaard, 

UNIDO consultant. Mr Petrov, the D irector o f  the In s t itu te  fo r  Instrument 

Design, is  at present preparing the f in a l  vers ion  o f  the report which w ill  

be ed ited  and published in  Vienna.

Within the framework o f  the meeting, two other in s t itu te s :  the

In stitu te  fo r  Computing Technics and the In s t itu te  f o r  C ybernetics and 

Robotics were v is it e d .

I t  i s  r e a l ly  amazing and encouraging to  see how a country lik e  

Bulgaria, whose economy, on ly  35 ysars ago, was e n t ir e ly  dependent on a 

backward agricu ltu re  without any s ig n ifica n t  industry , has now reached 

such a high le v e l  o f  in d u str ia l development and f u l l  employment o f  the 

whole population . This i s  c e r ta in ly  a model f o r  rapid in d u s tr ia liz a tio n  

which merits fu rth er con sid eration  f o r  a p p lica tion  in  a number o f other 

u n der-in du stria lized  cou n tr ie s . How to  achieve th is  was ob v iou sly  one of 

the major themes of the meeting.

The In s titu te  fo r  Instrument Design and the two other in s t itu te s  

mentioned above are an in teg ra l part of th e ir  re sp ectiv e  hold ing  companies 

and thus a very strong linkage with industry is  autom atica lly  assured.

This is  a lso  an in te re s tin g  model fo r  IRSI operations which could be 

implemented in other develop ing cou n tries .

Furthermore, i t  i s  expected that a number o f twinning agreements w ill 

resu lt from th is  meeting.
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