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Introduction

Cuba is situated in the Caribbean Sea, under the Tropic of Cancer. It 
has an area of 110,000 Km and a tropical climate, the mean temperature being 
approximately 32 degrees centigrade in the sunaer and 15 degrees in the winter 
months. Year round the weather is huadd and the summer months are especially 
rainy -. There are 10 million inhabitants of Cuba (o:ily 2.5 million having 
been added in the last 20 years) and the growth rate is extremely low.

Raw materia] situation

A large portion of the country's forests have disappeared due to intense 
felling from 19^7 to 1959 at which time e. plan was applied to put an end to the 
land erosion through plantations of conifers, cedars and other wood species.

Therefore, wood for the furniture industries is imported excepting for 
the small Cuben cedar (low in diameter) and another vood specie known as 
"Yama Gua" both of which are plentiful enough in supply to cut and use.

In Cuba we produce particle boards from bagasse, in several measures:
(a) 5’ * 10’ x 3/lt" and (b) 6' x 12’ x 3/k" and also (c) 6' x 12’ x 1f2" 
to use in boxes, drawers, mattress supports and in some pieces of school 
furniture. It is not used in tables and clothes chests because particle board 
surfaces do not permit being venerred. Therefore, particle boards for these 
furniture industries is imported.

Vith profiles brass, in small industries we : jduce polishing and painted 
handles for drawers and door furniture. Other pieces sucb as plastic liners, 
plaistic pegs, etc. are produced by the national plastics industries. Hardware 
items such as hinges, door-stops, and lochs are imported as well as certain 
specialized drawer handles.

For the fittings tubular steel is used for legs and arms of chairs. Legs 
of tables, clothes chests, pegs sad stacks and supports for shelves. We produce 
these fittings for school furniture.

In adhesives, Cuba produces glue made from animal residue for the furniture 
industries and other uses. But, FVAC and PV glues have to be imported. Moreover,
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we use urea-formaldehyde glue3, with a percentage ol' imported components, and 
make the mixture in the industries.

Surface finished products are finished with the following materials made 
by the National Cuban Paint Industries: Nitrocellulose lacquers, pre
catalysed lacquers and solvents (alcohol).

Concerning the sanding materials the furniture industries buy national 
brands of abrasive sanding sheets but abrasives in rolls have to be inserted.

Structure in the industry

There are about seven thousand employees in nine enterprises. These 
enterprises have the following furniture producing lines: two that use particle
board, two that use 3olid wood and other lines for metalic parts and moulded 
parts. In addition to this, there are other industries that work with 9olid 
wood and plywood.

The yearly capacity of the furniture industries based on wood working 
machines installed and operating is for 300 complete schools and for 12,000 
houses for the average Cuban family.

The composition of production

Boxes
Furniture (solid wood, wood 
based panels, and metal)
Mattresses
Tool wood, pencils and other 

Industrial Infrastructure

Cuba is a developing country, 
skills above the base technological requirements, especially in the use of 
particle board and other resources (and most especially hardware). Therefore, 
a Furniture Technological Institute was founded to change the existing situation. 
This Institute, however, needs much time to become established.

Design

The design features are based on the situation explained as such: our
teams of designers are far more capable of creating the designs than we are

of these nine erterorises is the following:
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Our labour force does not have sufficient



of producing that design in a piece of furniture. We do not possess 
the know-how of yet to satisfy the needs of modern-day designs.

Measures to be taken

The main measure recommended can he sunned up in the following way:
(a) Re-fore station, (b) Creation of new particle board industries which will
produce particle boards from bagasse and (c) Creation of a Furniture Techno
logical Institute. To achieve this collaboration and technological assistance 
through the C.S.C.E. (State Committee for Economic Co-operation) will be needed.




