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PREFACE

This document, Development o f Main Methods in  Storing and Processing Cereals 

in  Iraq , is  one o f  18 studies presented as supporting m aterial to the Iraq  country 

paper about the development o f agro-industries and sta te  o f agricu ltu ra l production 

and suplementary industries. We thought o f presenting them to a ss is t the reader 

in  g e ttin g  acquainted with the pioneering experiment in  Iraq  in  the development 

o f th is f i e ld  o f our economic a c t iv i t ie s .  This documentation r e f le c ts  the grea t 

development achieve' w ithin the years that have already elapsed since the uprising 

o f 17th July Revolu ion under the leadership o f Arab Baath S o c ia lis t  Party that 

aimed a t achieving economic and soc ia l w elfare fa r  the people by ra tion a l use o f 

the natural resources and e leva tin g  our country to the rank o f advanced countries 

w ithin a considerable period.

From the point c f  view  o f the .Revolution leadership in  Iraq , vhat has been 

achieved so fa r  in  the field o f ir r ig a t io n  development, drainage, mechanization 

o f agricu ltu re, animal production, other agro-industries, and other in fra 

structural development in  th is  f i e ld ,  are d e lib era te  and e f fe c t iv e  steps towards 

reaching our asp iration .

In those studies we have tr ied  to h igh ligh t the main development fea tu res, 

the negative sides as w e ll as the pos itive  resu lts  achieved so fa r  w ith  the 

ob jective  o f presenting our experience to brotherly and fr ien d ly  countries 

in  particu lar to  those whose conditions and p o ten tia lit ie s  are s im ila r to  

our country. This exchange o f experience is  not only a necessity but a  duty 

imposed on us by our princip les and the current in ternationa l circumstance 

in  which food weapon becomes one o f the important weapons raised by imperialism 

in th» face of developing countries. I f  those countries do not support each 

other and exchange national experience th e ir  task in  achieving th e ir  food 

security  w i l l  be, i f  not impossible, d i f f ic u l t  to  achieve.

We hope that our contribution together with that o f other pa rtic ipa tin g  

states and organizations w i l l  contribute to the success o f th is m in is te r ia l 

meeting on development o f food industries i , developing countries.

Preparatory Cuomittee

fo r  the Round-Table M in is te r ia l Meeting

on Agro-Industry Development



DEVELOPMENT OF MAIN METHODS IN 
STORING AND PROCESSING CEREALS 

IN IRAQ

Introduction

Cereal marketing and processing were not in  

be tter conditions chan the other economic sectors before 

the revolution o f  (17-30) July 1968. The responsible 

establishment on marketing and processing cereals were 

characterised by the non-co-ordination.

The ro le  c f  the Grain Board was not more than 

market watching and preparing reports. The private sector 

had the main ro le  In cereal marketing, which caused the 

increase in marketing cost. Marketing and storing methods 

were prima.tive which led  to a high rate o f  waste and loss 

qu an tita tive ly  and q u a lita t iv e ly , undoubtedly, th is  

situation  was a great economic loss  o f  resources.

The Economic Importance o f  Cereal 
________ Storing Establishment______

Producing and storing cereals has some aspects 

which need specia l care in storing methods to fa c i l i t a t e  

i t s  flow . These could be summarised as fo llow s:

1.
2.
3.

4 .

Seasonal production and i t s  strong fluctuations. 

Continuing consumption.

Timing gap between import contracts and re c e iva l. 

The long distance to main production sources.
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5 « Tile relation, between providing storing

requirements and the capab ility  o f farmers 

to  obtain su itab le prices to  stimulate 

production.

6. The high concentration rate o f IRAQI

population in  urban areas which requ ire 

transporting and storing these products to  

c it ie s  to  ensure accurate flow .

Cereal S toring Before State Control

FAO papers concerning cereal marketing state 

indicates that a major proportion o f cereals is  wasted due 

to  open a ir  s torin g  systems in  developing countries. This 

ra te  d i f fe r s  according to  storage conditions and is  

estimated to  be about (  10- 50^ ) .

Ava ilab le  information indicates that governmental 

establishments had a secondary or no r o le , which re flec t*, 

the p reva ilin g  philosophy o f that time, that mai k it in g  

in s titu tion s  could be developed with the development of the 

economic production in s titu tion s , while production and 

marketing in stitu tion s  in teract p os it iv e ly  and n ega tive ly .
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Cereal вегchants ro le  was not better, th is 

deteriorated  the cereal s to rin g  methods, e ith er in  

s to rin g  capacity or in  i t s  conditions« Their capacity 

in  1970 was less than planned, 62$  o f i t  was covered 

hat coaid not he considered as storage because i t  fa i le d  

to  provide the simplest s ta rin g  requirements« Loss ra te  

is  estimated to he 1%, while i t  dees not exceed 1.5% in  

regu lar stares«

The Role o f S tate Marketing Institu tions 
in  Development

The Government rea lis ed  these defects and 

re s tr ic t io n s . I t  arranged plans and surveyed the ex is tin g  

capacities and storage methods in  order to  take control o f 

cerea l comserce, and to  cease p ro f it  hy the advantage o f 

economies o f scale ty  reducing marketing costs and controling 

waste.

The implementation o f severa l storage projects 

have promoted storage capacities to  a large extent as i t  

can he seen in the fo llow in g  tab le :

Development o f Wheat and Barley Storing 
Capacities i»

Wheat and barley 
Rice

1968 1222

100 320
100
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ühe State Organisation fo r  Cereals is  

s t i l l  acting in  order to  obtain equilibrium between 

storage capacities and consumption needs. The fo llow in g  

tab le compares storage capacity with consumption fo r  the 

years 1968-1979:

Storage capacity/ 
gross consumption 
estimates fo r  cereals 
during 1968____________

6.7

Storage capacity/ 
gross consumption 
estimates fo r  cereals 
during 1979____________

17.3

The Organisation is  s t i l l  studying the p o s s ib il ity  

o f increasing s to rin g  capacities during th is decade, in  

order to  become 10 times what i t  was in 1968.

Development o f Wheat K illin g  Capacity

Before 1970 m illin g  industry was not in a better 

sta te  than the other economic sectors. Stoney m illin g  was 

mostly in  use, no s torin g  and marketing requirements were 

ava ilab le , and dust and d ir t  was grinded along with wheat.
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The State Organisation established several 

giinderS; using the extraction method instead of 

crushing; the result was that grinding capacity of 

the soc ia lis t sector increased in 1979 at a rate of 68j6 

as coopered to  1969*

Technical grinding in the private sector 

increased in  1979 at a rate o f 15% as compared to 1969 -

Training

The Organisation policy did not include only 

the establishment o f staring and grinding projects, i t  

u s  accompanied ty  training po lity to manage these projects* 

Training courses were implemented either in the country or 

abroad.

%

This paper was prepared by Dr. S. Abdul iaeer.




