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Toohnical Oouroe on Crittrl» for til« 
Joleation of Woodworking ftfcohinoa 

î.liUn, Italy,  1? - 5* My 1976 

I 
fOKUJUdi 

•  Productl«n IHrtitor, T1»Ai Ohln»««Mn €»• tW.t    rm Ir^n«, ft*ll«*1 

¡J Hi« vi««« «vi «pinion« oxproonod in thin «upar ar« than« «f IN *u*n#r «uà A« 
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'fliailand   i;   a ;¡outhoant  K:ú;m oon.nl.ry  with a population of 40 miltitMUt 

anrl witli' an area of M^.OOO ::-./iro kilómetro::, ».  third of which  i:: eovored 

will;   foro:;),:;  r'n''inr from I!nril\ l<> , Jou'li on   Lho hilly part:?«    Miren though 

î.hore arc ovor fifty wool ;:poci<::t on\y two, r.f«ncl.y + cak an* lanan» dominate 

the brinino:!;:   intrríWMr •<•** worvUHnVin," tnrturîtrion, *nho lanan wuo'i   industry 

i:i mainly for Hoc:.!'I  aonv.usmvt ion»    'ilii:: i;: hocnuup of  ita choap priop 

in comparitton  to thr» 0  of touk.  l¡\irthonnorof   Utero in a divorr.ity of 

application  in buildin/r con;: i.ruct '-on.; and furniture .¡tructurea«    Biron thou/^i 

lanan in cheap for local  cons.-iteration» it.  in mor« oontly  in comparison to 

the name category of woodi;  in nei'dibourinf. countries like thon© in Indonnata 

and the Philippines»    Bccaw.o of ihr. rnauon tnontionoa, tho amount, of lanan 

e «pori  ir. fairly limited.    On  I he other bund, toak with  i tu well  know* 

intrinsic valuer finds \irrrv demand both locally and abroad»    Tho local 

demands aro mo;-tly confinod on low to milium rcrvlos in tho form of «olid 

lumbar*    Tho hi,"fr»,"radc teak» arc converted  into veneerr.« moro than IO per 

owtt of which arc exportait. 

Primary woodworking induct rio:-*  in Thailand am fully oroanrted» 

eupeclally in the nrnof yaw nil!, in"»    Ovor  ¡.ho whole country, there aro moro 

than *>**> ;¡aw mi Tin with aiipaci Li. or  ranri»v* fron ?.() to ^O cubic meteor, of lúfí 

nonuumptiori per -lay.    Ilowovor« rno¡.l   of  Lho I.an'c raw mill- aro ai tuai od 

in tho contrai ama»   or.nocially in Uaurknk.    It rar ho naid  Ihut   amali,  to 

mod hin .-.aw mil Ir. <;mploy locolly modo machine.: or iinnoH «•' mchirwü with 

local  modificai ion :',     A" :iuch,   thev  aro n^f  automate.    Cmily n  fow larw. 

nawmill.j in  1an¡"fcok  aro nani puoi  with uorci-atitonatod machino::.    Hic ma,1or 

probi moa    fritti; ¡horn arr not     f'f a  technical inlui-r hirt   of raw mal.nrin.ln» 

'Wioro have licori inni'mii:.'t.o ;«uoalior; of lo;:.-   to ti)«' ort ml.  trat  i*  fcooaror» 

imperativo for tho Gov orninoti'.   h> inpo.-.p export restriction of lo^i in the 

early  1760'j,     Vivhi-   tho restrict, i on,   oicnnrtnr.: aro not  allotti   '•> riponi 

iTOHn timhorci   thicker  than .'A   «;-i¡:,    A:: a roti»»li ,  export« vol «mot; 'ioclinod from 

1}oo to IfM.    l'wovor,  with   Lhr advent of v«u¡or and parquet-floor in,«' 

niwluottom:   in  tho oarly U70*n, the export a-^xiri utartod. -to nick un  Itti 

momenti«»» ronchine a nmk in 1/P- with a* I.oí al  oxpori of ^a»0OO noi rie  ton;' 

in VO1»MI»O an>l val h a fortû/T» ourronny (Mf-ninr: of about m>$ 4? million» 

• 
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Sven with.Ih a improvement. utton¡p!;; ' avo been infide to , !)olir:n Ihn 

reo triot i on on the export of lor;ii.   However»   it ir, felt doubtful LUI in 

the ouocouo of the allenirla .linbu there ,-t.ro four!.run promotori vonocr 

producinn companion with an a^rrenle yrnrly cMv.umptinn of 3Ó»000 oubio •-¡   , 

f »Otree of woodt  together wi(h e if,ht eon operated pnr'pmt-floorinr; factorien 

| ' with a total yearly MI tout of ">,.00().OOC. r^. 

Plywood and  pn.H ici o-bonrd production was; •ttrted in ilio Ini. o  10ft)'r». 

Blr«n With an increase in production volumes;  in the later ynarut tho output? 

are still confined to loml consumption.   Al   preisen I ••. there am thron ma.'for 

plywood factorioj with   two continually producing hardflward.:; anr> f-*br<r-boardn# 

There are aloo another two particle-board factoría.    However, ;;inee 

Hiailand in «till »¡ourinho* with forcai:;, noun" woods ire etili the preference 

in fumi turo making».  Tt i" ani lo}, on tod that  ovon though tho futuro for       _. 

wood-ban od panol:- ir n>t presently "hrirht, with an imminent rol id—wood nHortaffO 

ac well on with improved production tochniiuen tho wooil-baued nrodueta.will 

ultimately control tho local mo.rl;o1;i. 

Secondary wood-work in,: industri oc aro no -tly of tho cotta,''*' "^TPe «Oalot 

Out of 2.000 -finn:; aproad over Thailand there .-ire only oi/rht firma which 

utilise mana-oca^o production t ochni'nmi.    Mont of thr- nroduot volumen aro 

for local orj.mumption«    export:- are  i.l:;o • nado, to noi.'fli,nurin/: count ri or 

like Laos, Gnraboaia, itilaynia.  Singapore, Hontf«m,«rt Taiwan and Japan,   'rhn 

basic diffioulty on expo H of furnitiiror I« on their bulky nature»    However, 

the probi on ir. uolved by exporting timall fino furnlturoo a»   thoy are fwid 

lejVjer oirîou on á knock-down baciti.    Prom ITfO to 1974, thcro wore five 

fin» havinf: .1oint-vcr»turon with fornix firraü - throe with .Tapanenc owl one 

Oftoh with Amurican .and THlwanor«;,   Tuo joint-vonturoa wore dono on tho ban lo 

of   local firmo manufacturo« knock-down nnrtr. to bo assembled in tho eounterpart 

firraB1 abroad.    With thoijo .Joint-vent ureo, there hast boon a moid  growth of 

furniture export«    Prom 1970 to 1T,?.?,  there vrw a rrrowth of 170 per cont and 

I exporta in 1973 wore four timer, that of 1972» 

Italiana radically :;tartod hor ¡uclal and economic dovolopmontn in i960 

With uuoceonivo five-year piansi«   Poroifíi invofjtors: havo been encouraged to 

invest in Thailand with attractive incentive«.   Tn the npon of fifteen yearn, 

I 
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033 fin» have bean astablished with a total investment of USt 2.500 Million» 

It «Mi MOW *• aaid that on a comparative baiar, with noirhbourinr: countries» 

nutilMd ha» firmly esttibUahed lißht manufacturing induotrioe together 

with a musbar of basic industries*    Tn the proccarj, Dial professionally 

qualified peruonnol together with skilled and unskilled worker© «ain 

•uffici«it emturity in industrial experience to the lev«l vtolch can ensure 

prof itagli returns or imree tuoniti with n ntiniwm number of foroign executive* 

or aésrinistratore.    Ihiu io the renult of iaportod technical two »'how, 

trainine* together with technical éducation oapansion. 

Lfttaly« lhailand «uff «red two avujor ©coneraio probi ene - OSH 

the world-wide inflation as a recult of th« oil orléis j    th« othor 

political sudden transitions both within and outsit!« th« oouatr|r»   iwwmt 

eeafiaenee has been gradually re-oetabiiohed during ther«et si« «onta» M 

«A be) real fro« investment reporta relesmed by the Board of Invests*** ef 

lwHiWI tettati ran ba obtained upon roquent. 

As far a« woodworking industry inveotnents are conoerned, fisailaswl 

hai remette! a phase whera trends of development should ba geared towards 

ss»i««tttcaation of furniture n&itine with the pris)« objective Wins fvr eawrt* 

additionally« there is the need for investment in pnrticlo-hoard or fibre- 

beará eperetione.   Local assembly or m^nufacturinc of wood-working machineries 

il aia» attract iva»   However, ov*i thouch there are apparent markets for 

them« appropriate emurketini? and product pronotion are cono id er cd to ba 

watjtttblt. 
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