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Ih« Joinery «Mí fumi taro industri«« a« mmh dato back to 

the early fifties whon Kuwn.lt otftrtod with the Hrgft-acaJe exploration, 

and export of orude.    Th» old established joinery «hops fallad 

to eopa with the heavy domanda nado by the oll companies and Government 

agenoiea which recniired support feoilitiao involving all typos of Joinery 

and oarpentry activitlaru 

Pro« the beginning and mm today all  tho required materials for 

the Joinery, carpentry and furniture inductrfau heve to ba imported. 

Skill ad and seal-skilled labou • hai been hi rad fro» neighbouring Arab 

countries, Pakietan, Iran and India, and ejpert toohnieian» ara etili 

reomltad fro« abrctd.    The Oil Industry'» denand support facilities 

in the fiala as wall aa housing for ite staffi gavp ris« to the proaureaent 

of furniture and allied products through local market channels,   Inoouragei 

by futura prospects, looal «eitreprsneur* start«! importing in bulk vnrioua 

types of timber, plywood, blookboard, ate. and several small joinery 

workshops ware sat up to out timber to elee and produce joinery for 

buildings«   Owing to their laok of teohnioal knowledge and août e shortage 

of skilled labour, soma workshop- failed «no othoro had to seek joint- 

•entura« with .ndustrialista fron othw* Arab countries.   Only when neomenia«* 

and properly supervised by competent and experienced personnel, eould these 

workshops oopa with the production of building: joinery and other support 

faollitiaa for the oil industry. 

Ine influx of manpower in the oil industry and Oovemnent agenoiee 

gave rise to a denand for furniture and furnishing.   Both donas tie and offio« 

furniture was inported in bulk up until the late fifties.    Looal workshops 

wore too busy with building: joinery and oould hardly pay attention to this 

problem.   However, by the early BIXUSB the building joinery industry had 

•stitabliohad ite position and took the initiative in the furniture industry 

doctor (for dornest io use by the staff of the oil oonpaniea and Government 

ajenóles staff).   The inports were thus raduoed to nome extent«   However, 

the diffioulty of obtaining material» and skilled teohnioiana for upholstery 

oontinues.   Furthemoro,  individual buyers speolfy materiale of their own 

choioe which have to be imported, consequently, delivery dates of the 



; Lniahed ?oodf; have to be ¿ittailed.    Tao importers 01 uphols* sry 

ma.:<;vi!\lr ¡*.-<* r.'i\\ i;^i t-^t ?,r-.-t  cv.;!•••>••   ?t ,r\:. rE,^rf,5 0f fabrica 

in nufficierit quantity.    î^en todo/ ¡m*jfaoturcyr,- :ire obliged to airfreight 

basic material;; to uire:- s violai ad contract tiaU-y. 

«eiotv.1 -pici ;'U:a;.i-.)no  f*r tinihur .UK¡ alii «J proiuotB have 

'•,<;     compilad ay ih-, ri*nis;.ry of »"ublis Worte.    Thoee spécifications confor. 

to Briti. à Jtoid&riF in ^enervi.     The ti-jborn in normal use are tede, 

inoranti f.nd Tan,? (Vsiovn as r«d-v->od) and sprue« as soft-wood.    Teak logs 

are imported fron- ßur,;r, and Tra<.lar>i;    rwl-voodc.  from itilnysi« pnd 

üingapore, and ¡¿ott-wv;>d.  fro-, ©fit  European coltri oc.    B»>oeh-wood ie 

mostly «jed in thr fu^it-vre j.ndurtry.    Tinbe.;  ir  ¡..woone.J in kilns, but 

there aro no planta í ,v pícenme pre-jcTvavior,   ,rí>aUoant of timber.   Other 

types of timber, ouch ao aabo/.:&nyf oak, ^,/ia, pine, etc. are imported 

by •anufaoturero di root from Lebanon for their own specific projects. 

Ifceee tiabers «vre not availablr» ox - e too1: fron any j riporterò in Kuwait. 

Plywood and block.bec-.rJ ^f varjoua sradon  *nd tUoJene«»» are isrpo»*ted 

fro» tropean and F,¿r i*-torn count rie«.    Rlockbo; rd end partici o board 

t.Clipboard) iu alno '.»nufactrrwi loo&My,  ¡.ut production is just  enough 

^or th* rranufaüturer*'¿ m,rx   -•,.,':,.    Th* cnl.v Joe^ ¿..Uve pl¿ wood ï.H teak 

[5 m/m thickness).    Normaily m içrade plyw-d is »otxl for fliuh doors, 

vili1«» for flooring ;,radu 20 iü/rj plyvj;¿'  L'. ;.:tóyn Available loo&lly. 

Various typt* of commercial and decorative wood ventora are imported 

for panelling and the forniture industry.    iVo wortshops arm equipped with 

••¿binary to splice vender- r^d riu9 it, to board-3.    Plaf.tic laalna-tas 

aro imported.   However, th^re we r-ppoit-j thai, a plaoUc - laminata 

factory in to bo get vp in Xuw.it.    F.i.ws.'i door*,   solid core or eaoii- 

nol.id, have been stan.Kr< L ï «d <wd arc wsnuraotureu. locally, hownver, 

>*ood quality fuao rabbor iu "Mil bains imported. 

'fixere buine no iöfjtr.i.:.tiom on  'inoriti, Kuwait uarket io open to 

.r»y exporter frem any part, cf the vorld.    Conaequuntly.  ìoeally available 

i..*t srial* vary in traai-t;/ arid prie-an.   Qualified  interior decoratore and 

•'.eoJgnere r.re needcri to premiate  i;ho iv;e of rev patriáis,    liven today, 



industry luclu:, dcai^ie*'".  lath ; m*!, n& ; • j» a:u;  iniUatxve, with 

the rf^!),,,+ t!>M th« «ici/! m-v "# rr"   • 4 -   '•"'   i* vogue in other 

oountrioa are  iupt  3,r.r¡;,  >n tîio r:.-.-w ot••->-.¿ o.' ICCAI im¡ artera.    The 

public «.n r« '"aï   is  wt>i"i  vomtvl H, :!• nr.a-mi u-;>•.-.-)<• and  furnishing 

and Mould be only   to-.» pi «•••ad to OT.MOUO«»  t,r."si" '•«ruírcíierta with 

Hi« loca]  í: duo try coti/poi CB v<.-ry hocaüy for varioun ttovernnent 

and Oil Company tendere, for- fur»Hurt* an; ru;'M\fj}i.ingR.    Maoh 7«*r various 

»n latri «a vi«. Bduoatiovi, Hoalti , Ik-unit,,* m* H-jfence etc., la au« 

tandero for the supply ox' f urn Hur* vi" 1 jc-*i   >r iVratpi wwufaoture. 

Although local   Lnliuciry i.   ¿iveti protectl«¡, ¡.'; a oertai.ii extent, it 

needs further ata .stance.    Thin »-.ye tea hai« encouraged mase produotion 

of typical fumi tuve find tiro re^t :•<<<.n of j..-ofVa*. !. i.»i ooRtu, 

The eactr»*»« olirai J o -, mil;.'. ;'.r>c poit¡ f.v-.oia'.ujt,    Suianer temperature» 

rie e to 43°0 tutu fr»juenl ¡hint fu-o."jB-.:j    ¿round conditions aleo prevail» 

Olueet looq-aern and paints h&vn 1c»   '*» at<.•>-« n air - conditioned Mare 

houses and importa regulo:: el to i--*- •?". •» - "\ r-.v^uaption in order 

to avoid lorv,er oiumge periods.   Pi nitur« "iniuh to    ' comparatively 

poor quality owi»>t to dut-4  parUcìrr: suspcrMsd in tbc air.    It ie 

praotioally impostitele to huve »ir-ciirht arm* for finishing operations. 

Moreover, something nru.i b«- ion« to teioouragr. local labour to learn 

technical trades in crám- >V overuóme the aho: i?pt of ekilled labour* 

Finally, there 1« a problem of Marketing the manufactured good»« 

Hie chow rovrn.j ->"u bojti^ rvn Jireotjy by ^hc manufacturers and the 

tendering h, alno direot.    There hí>;¡ batm TíO agreement bei ween the 

varioun manufacturer-.!  <c a-anufac-.^re .ulfot.ed item« only, leaving other 

iteas to be manufactured by others,    Aras, each •anufacuirer is 

sndavourirg to meet all cuiito»or roquA remante uirier onr» roof.    1Jiie 

inoreac« m ooale an>3 unhealthy e-imnotition renults in ooraparntively 

poor Morkmanuliip» 

Indue try ia thus confronted wJib a .¿omplv¡>: of problem« and needs 

a oommor, pralforr, to   'í.-V-ííF« the ch.vi'-'.c omine- with guid-inoe from 

developed nations snd loca!, Government aranciea. 
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IlfOBTg AMI) EXPORTS OF wTX)P PRODUCTO 13 lAJvau' ih  UM. 

Itfffylptlon Import/K.Ü. BhBW>rtA.Dy 

Mood lu»b«r «id oork 5>386,6>> 

Wood and co/k mariaf.^lur,.- 3»^','V .6:¿7 
(«aoluding furai tuie) 

Fttnütur« and part« 3,244.137 

La*iaat«¿ plagt i OB ¡41 #0^> 

*lr*"* 2,36«. 125 
Partióle bo«M 19í.B^1 

Boom wlndoM and ohutters 11.671 
Pr«febrioat«d and portable 
vooaan housaa 16.283 

Kouaakold ut «rus i is of wood 33*913 

Maohin« tool« for wood working IOO.410 

359.108 

544,616 

1/8.817 

16.902 

18,y84 

2,131.708 

420 

26Y/87 

Souro« of Infoxmtiont    Tto« Flanmng Board, Central Offio« of St*ti«tioa 
Kuwait. 

HàtiiTiGfli  ar Huma? AND SIZE OP wDop^iyaü mm m KPMIT. 

1)   AM*«? «ad Size of Fi.-nwi 

20 fir«« ««ploying 30 porBcns and up. 

20 ffraa ««cloying 60 paraon* and. up. 

12 firm ««ploying ISO p«r.ioiiB and up. 

6 fir«» «employing YJO pertionb ant] up. 

Seuro« of Informati on 1    Mini «try of Ct»«ui*ro» find IndueLry, Kuwait. 

Ih« appro adnata nunbar of people employed by that* fimo •<• 4.000. 

Thtr« are son« firm« uaing aodom advanced «anhjnery.   On* fir« 

i« produoinf partiol« boards and four big firn» ar« manufacturing pre- 
fabricated and portable wood on houset. 
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