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The joinery and furmiture industricvs as such daic hack to
the early fifties vhon Xuwnit oinrted with the large-ncale eaploration,
and export of orudes The vld eatablished joinery shops failed
to cope with the heavy demands made by the oil companies and UJovernment
sgencies vhich required support facilitles involving a'l types of joinery
and carpentry activitien.

Prom the beginning and aven today all the renired materials for
the joinery, carpentry and furniture industries have to be imporied,
Skilled and semi-skilled labnu: has been hired from nuighdbouring Arad
oountries, Pakistan, Iran and India, and expert tcohnicians are atill
reoruited from abvocrds Thoe 0il Industry®s demand support faoilities
in the Iield as well as housing for its ataff, gave rise to the proourement
of furniture and allied products ‘hrough local market channels. Moouraged
by future prospeots, loozl emtrepremeurn started importing in bulk variows
types of timber, plywood, blookboard, etc, and several small joinery
vorkshops were set up to cut tinber to size and produce joinery for
buildings. Owing to thoir lack of teochnical knowlodge and moute shortage
of skilled labour, mome worknshop: failed and »thers had to seek jointe -
vatures with .ndustrialists from oth.: Arab ocountries. Only vhen mechanise?
ond properly supsrvised by competont and experiencel personnel, could these
workshops cops with the production of building joinery and other support
faoilities for the oil industry,

The influx of manpower in the oil industry and Government agencies
rave rise to a demand for furniturs and furnishing. Both domestic and office
furmiture was imported in %Wulk up until the iate fifties, Loocal workshops
wors too busy with building joinsry and could hardly pay attention to this
rroblems However, by the early sixiies the building joinery industry had
sutablished its position and took ths initistive in the f‘urnit\;ro industry
sootor (for domestio use by ihe utaff of the oil companies and Government
agmoies staff), The imporis wers thus reduced to some oxtent. Howwver,
the diffioulty of obtaining maierials and skillei technicians for uwpholstery
continues. Mirthermoro, individual buyers specify materials of their ow
choice which have to be imporied, consequently, delivery dates of the
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inighed goode have io be orienced. Tho importerz ou upliols! ary
maverinle ace ' 11 Laadtant apect otooiere ooos Lo pengn of fabriecs
in mufficient quantity. Uvem todoy manafecturers ore ohligal to airfreight

bagic material: i arc’ ovionlated contrect uaiow.

-

fereral cpesiticaiions O dinbar on? allied prolucte have
Lo compiled by tha Windmory of Twblis Works. Thope specifioatiocns c¢onfor.
to Briti.h utondaras 1o ewercl, e tiubere in rorml use are teak,
moranti end Yang (imown as red-wnod) and spruce a3 soft-woods Teak logs
ore imported from Buri. and Tailarl: red-wods from Hlayaia and
ningapore, and sofi-w.od 'rom east Burnopea: cowotriac. hnoch-?wuod is
mostly uied in the Tumitore induriey, Tinbes i Leasoned in kilns, but
there are nc plants I peceavie preservaiior resiment of timber. Other
types of timbor, cuch as mabosmny, oak, N2ty pine, otc. are imported
by manufasturerc dirnct from Lebanon for their own epoeifin projects.
These timbers are nol available ex - £fac™ from any importers in Xuwite.
Plyworl and blockboorl of various grades and $hickness are imported
from Yuropean and Pur fa-tan couniries. Alocklka: rd and partic: o board
ipbosid) ie also ronutactird locet’y, tut production is just enough
“or tha ranufecturer®: cun anls,  The enly decutative pl; wood i teak
‘5 m/n thickness), Normaily WR mrede plywsed is used for f£lush doors,
vhile for flooring ;rada 20 w/u plyws’ U Liwags aveilable locully.

Various types «f commercia)l and decorative wood venears are imported
{or panelling and the furniture indusirys wo workshops are equipped with
machinery to splice vencer: rod plue it to buards. Plastic laminates
arg imported, However, ihowe are reporty that o plasiic « laminata
factory in to be set vp i Yuwmit, Wnsh doore, 80lid core or semi-
nolid, have been ataninivized and wre usulactured locaily, Lowever,
mood quality fuam robbor 3o eti}l being imported. '

There buing »o resiriations on wnoris, Kuwaii market iz opoem to
ny exporter frem any part ¢f the world, Consequemtly, Zoeally available
i:starials vary in quai i end »rican. Oualified interlor decorators and
designers ore needes tu promeate the nne of vew patirinls. lven today,
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Andusiry laoks designes vith imaglne.on whu 'nitiative, with

the result that the widn rangen o® ver 4o 00 g sogue dn other
gountries are fuel lyiny 'n e ohow opira o local dmcorters.  The
public in pen ral ie woll vorsed worl indurn deone snd furnishing
and would be only tou plered to cruonss their requirarents with

anRlifeed fent e e e e o

The local indualry coupeves v«ry Feanly for varicus Government
and 0il Compnny Lendars. fo- furniture ani rusnwehings, Maok Year various
Minist:iew viz, Fducaticn, Healt!, Vcusing and Dafence ¢tc., isnue
tendere for the eupply of furtiiure o Tocal ur [(sraimt manuracture.
Althoush local nduwiry t. siven protection e a gertan exleant, it
neede further ass:stance. Thin ryriem Las encournged maso produotion
of typioal fumiture aad tha redy miicn of prodas Lion asaty.

The extramm olizicllo conditizne pradw prooisso.  Sunomer tazperatures
rise to 43°C witn frejueni dwe siorms; tusnd conditions «loo prevail,
Glues, laocquers and pRints have 16 ne yioved 11 air - conditioned ware
houses and i1mports regulnic? g T pmn oty sunaumption in order
to avoid lor ,er siurege perivds, W aiturs “inigh ig =~ comparatively
poor quality owing o du pariicien auzperded in the air, Tt is -
practioally impuasible to huve air—-itiphi arear for finishing operations,
Moreovery scmething must i~ done t- emoourage Yocal labsur to leamn
technioal trades in crdor ¢ overuume the shortzge of skilled labour,

Finally, thero i¢ a problew uf marketing the manufactured goods,
The chow rounms 7o being rva Hrectly by the muufacturer: and the
tendering i: also direot. There Wuu been no agreemant helvean the
various manufeoturers ic panufaciire xcleoted items cnly, leaving other
items to be manufactured by others. Thum, ench macufaciurer is
edavouring to meet all cwilomur roquiremsnts urier cne roof., This
inoreace in cosic and unheilthy competition recults in somparativaly
poor workmanship,

Industry is thus confronted with a somplux of rroblens and needs
& oomeor: platfors tu liccuse the shortcowinge with guidinos from
developed nationse and loca. Uovernment agencies.



INPORTS AND EXPORTS OF WOOD PRODUGTS I3 Wil il ii74s

Desoription

Wood lumber and ourk

Woud and cosle manafuclure
(emluding fuimituie)

Purniture and parte
laninated plastios

Plywod

Partiole boe

Doors windows and chutters

Prefadricated and portable
wooden houses

Household utensile of wood

Machine tools for wood workirng

Souroe of Informations 'The Plamiag Board, Central Office of Statistios

Impori _‘.:Uo
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5,386,629
_5'\1. .6'2{

3,284,137
141,03
2436R.125
196,911
11.6M

16,283
354915

Kuwnit,

100.410

Export /K:Dy

9,108
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544,616

178.817
16,902
18,4984

2,131,708
420
264787

ANTIATICO: ON NUMBER AND SIZE OF WOODWORKING FIRKS IN KUWAIT.

1) Bumber and Size of Fi.may

20 firms ewploying 130
20 firus employing 60
12 £irms employing 126G
6 fires employing 350

porscns and up.
persons and up.
persons and up.,
perions and up.

Source of Informationt Munruiry of Commerce and Induciry, Kuwait,

The approximate number of people smloyed by thaue Lirmo Y9 4,000,

There are some firma uning wodera advancel mantincry, Une Pirm
is producing narticle boards and four big firm are manufasturing pre=

fauriosted and portable woodon housci,









