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During the past eeveral years the prodblems of economic
development of and cooperation with the developing countries
attained particular significance and were sudbject of important
discussions at a nuaber of internaticaal conferences of the
United Nations and its specialised agencies. The juet demands
of the developing countries aiming at establishing a new eco-
nomic order were supported at euch international gatherings
by the socialist countries, including the P.R. of Bulgaria.
The constructive attitude of Bulgarian delegations at the in-
ternational meetings contributed to formulation of resolutions.
and taking of decisions in the interest of the developing coun-
tries and of their economic progrees on the basis of equitable and
Just international relations.

The People's Republic of Bulgaria persues a poliog of
friendship and cooperation with the developing countriee in their
efforts for economic and political independence. The economic
relations of our country with the developing countries of Asia,
Africa and Latin America are dased upon the principles of equity,
respect of the national eovereignty and mutual advantage and
are in the interest of stabilisation of the national eCONORY
of these countries.

In the field of foreign economic relations of our
country particular importance is attached to the matter of rend-
ering eoconomic and technical assistance to the developing
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countries, aiming at estadlishing mutual two-way cooperation.

The mutual trends to develop good relations in the
field of economy between our countries is illustrated in the
best way by the two-fold increase of exchange of goods - from
312 million leva in 1971 to 675.3 million leva in 1975. It is
worthy to note that during the last years the forms of coopera-
tion between the P.R. of Bulgaria and the developing countries
have been deversified. These include extension and planned de-
velopment of economic, scientific and technical cooperation and
of matual trade on the basis of long term commercial and payment
agreements, collaboration in prospecting and complex utilization
of natural resources, training of national personnel etc. The
cooperation of the P.R. of Bulgaria with the developing count-
ries acquires more and more the feature of steady division of
ladbour.

The industrial cooperation introduced an element of sta-
bility and steadiness in the economic relations between our
countries and made them more purposeful. This new form of coo-
peration attains an important significance at the present stage.
It concerns first of all forms of cooperation aiming at specia-
lisation and cooperation in different industrial or agrarian
fields. Thanks to specialization and cooperation in different
operations, the economic eid offered by our country as well as
the natural resources of the developing countries could be uti-
lized more effectively and purposefully.

The Bulgarian Government attaches great importance to
the industrialization as the most dynamic factor of progressive
reconstruction of the entire national economy. Our country's
experience shows clearly and unequivocably that economic and
consequntly rolitical independence can be attained in the best




way by creating und developing of industry on s planned basis
as well as by adopting industrial methods and operations in
all fields of the national economy, especially in the agricul-
ture. Experience also shows that such a task can be fulfilled
primarily by mobilizing all internal material, financial and
human resources and by involving technical and financial as-
sistance from abroad.

Establishing and developing deversified industry and
up-to-date agriculture is a complicated process which requires
long period of time.

That is why during the last years the P.R. of Bulgaria
makes efforts to build-up economic and scientific and technical
cooperation with the developing countries on long term basis.
Such a tendency will continue in the future too, since this
form of cooperation would set-up durab’e economic links.

The primary importance of increasing the production of
agricultural products in the developing countries themselves
is emphasized in the resolutions of the VII-th Special Session
of the United Nations. Our country attaches great importance
to the recommendations of this Bession and particularly to those
relating to the role of socio-economic reforms for accelerated
development of agriculture in the developing countries. In
our opinion, in a number of developing countries, favourable
conditions exist for working out of complex long term programmes
for technical, technological, research and direct practical
assistance in agricultural projects for reconstruction amd mo-
dernization of the agriculture.

The development of deversified industry and sgriculture
requires large and constant influx ef capital investments for



a long period of time. This is bdeyond the possibilities of in-
dividual persons or group of persons, therefore it is necessary
that the state should assume the important snd complicated func-
tions as a stimulator and coordinator of the national efforts
for establishing and developing industry and agriculture and
should ensure thsir close interrelation and cooperation.

Our country, appreciating the significant role of the
state in the process of setting-up and consolidation of the
national economy of the developing countries, develops its
economic, scientific and technical cooperation with theam on
inter-governmental dbasis, by involving public resources, in-
frastructure and efforts. It is to be noted that ensuring the
participation of the state and the pudblic institutions in the
process of industrialisation of the developing countries was re-
commended in the Plan of Action elaborated at the II-nd General
Conference of the United Nations Industrial Development Organi-
sation (UNIDO), held in March 1975 in Lims.

Industry and agriculture are closely connected and
interdependent. Taking into account such interrelation, the
Bulgarian Governmment has directed its programme for technical
and scientific cooperation with the developing countries to
those dranches of induot;y which give the greatest impact to
the development of agriculture and industrial sub-branches
based upon agriculture or interconnected with it. In one of its
conclusion the Declaration of the II-nd General Conference of
UNIDO recommended application of this approach which would
assure the stimulation of the agroebased industries.




The bilateral cooperation of the P.R. of Bulgaria with
individual developing countries is regulated and directed by
the recommendations and the decisions of inter-governmental
committees and sectorial sub-committees for economic, scientific
and technical cooperation. Such committses are created by mu-
tual agreements between the P.R. of Bulgaria and the respective
developing countries.

The P.R., of Bulgaria has concluded 14 conventions for
economic, scientific and technical cooperation with developing

countries,

The main forms of cooperation between the P.R. of
Bulgaria and the developing countries are as follows:

- commercial exchange of raw materials of industrial
and agricultural nature, foodstuffs, consumer goods, machines
and equipment, chemicals, pharmaceutical products, metals etc.

- exchange of scientific, technical and industrial
experience

= training of engineerg,technicians and skilled workers
- elaboration of feasibility report and forecats
- granting of government's and supplier's credits

- passing-on scientific and technical informatioca and
documentation

- delivery of equipment and rendering of expert's as-
sistance '




- construction of complete industrial, agricultural and
other projects

- industrial cooperation

- building-up of entreprises in developing countries
by Bulgarian companies in cooperation and with the participation
of renowned companies and firms of developed West-European count-
ries,

The trade of the P.R. of Bulgaria with the developing
countries is constantly expanding. While in 1960 our total exchange
of goods amounted to 41 million ‘leva, in 1973 it reached in both
directions 390 million leva and in 1975 - 675,3 million leva.

At present Bulgaria has established trade relations
with some 70 countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America and
have signed long term agreements with 20 of them.

The machines and equipment occupy a particular share in
the Bulgarian export to the developing countries. Chemical products,
fertilizers and metals follow by priority in the total export.

The import from the developing ccuntries to Bulgaria
has considerably increased during the past several years. Fuels,
ores, phosphates, raw materials of vegetable and animal origin,
raw materials for production of consumer goods, foodstuffs etc.
are imported in the first place. During the last years Bulgaria
started importing also industrial goods manufactured in the de-
veloping countries, but the share of such goods in the total
import is still a small omne.

The structure of the Bulgarian export towards the de-
veloping countries is such as to stimulate the development of
their production capabilities and to contribute to their economic
progress. For example production means represent 75% of the Bul-



garian export to the developing countries, while consumer goods
export 14 about 25%.

The following ministries ani organizations in Bulgaria
deal with the implementation of activities related to scientifc,
technical and economic cooperation with the develoning countries:
Committee for Foreign Economic Relations and its subordinate or-
ganizations: SEC "TECHNOEXPORT" and Direction "TECHNOIMPEX"; Mi-
nistry of Agriculture and Food Industry through SEC "AGROVODCON-
PLEKT"; Ministry of Building and Krchitecture through SEC TECHNO-
EXPORTSTROY; Ministry of Porestry and Environmental Protection
through SEC "TIMBER PRODUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION ABROAD" and Mi-
nistry of lMineral Resources through SEC "BULGARGEGMIN®.

One of the best froms of economic cooperation of the
P.R. of Bulgaria with the developing countries for the developn-
men% of their national economies is considered to be the build-
ing-up of enterprises in the most important branches of industry,
agriculture and infrastructure. More than 600 industrial, agri-
cultural and other projects have been set-up and are under con-
struction with the technical assistance of our country,such as:

- geological prospecting, mining and dressing plants
and installations, including phosphate extracting (in Syria and
Iraq). Phosphates are basic raw materials for fertilizers for
the agriculture. At present 1200 Bulgarian experts work in this
field abroad;

- chemical plants for fertilizers (in India and Egypt)

- machinebuilding plants for manufacture of agricultu-
ral machines and agricultural product processing plants for the
food industry, including: tabacco processing plants, canneries,



- green houses, wineries, slaughterhouses, fruit and
vegetable dehydration plants, essential oil plants, cold storage
houses, dairies, tanneries and fur enterprises, ceramic plants.
Iraq, Syria, Egypt, Algeria, Iran, Pakistan, India, Tansania,
Sudan and others have been supplied with such plants;

- small thermal and hydro-electrical power stations,
power lines and transformers stations which represent a base for
electrification and mechanisgation of agriculture.

Exporter of these plants, enterprises and units is
SEC TECHNOEXPORT.

As a result of the increased economic possibilities
and the success attained in the field of agrioulture, a speoia-
liged foreign trade organisation with engineering - AGROVODCOM-
PLEXT was founded some years ago in our oduntry. Prospecting,
studies, engineering and setting-up of complete agrioultural
projects, such as seed-growing and pedigree-breeding farms,
enterprises for the food industry, poultry farms, dairy farms,
silos,storage houses, dams, processing plants etc. are subject
of its activitities. The following is also included in the ac-
tivities of Agrovodcomplekt: working out of up-to-date teohno-
logies, introducing lioences and know-how, training of personnel
and rendering of scientifio and technical oocoperation in the
field of agriculture. For example an irrigation system is under
constrdiction in the PDR of Yemen; designs for dams and irriga-
tion systems are being prepared, complex irrigation research
work is beeing carried out, equipment for a secondary technical
school for training of personnel is being delivered to Algeria;
experimental stations for irrigated farming is under design and
engineering work is being carried out for construction of dams,
irrigation systems and channels in Ireq.
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SEC "TECHNOEXPORTSTROY" has made designs for 10 000 ¢
cereals silos in Tobruk and Sebha (Lidbya) and 20 000 t silos have
been built in Tripoli, Suana, Hashan, El Abiar.

The following big agricultural enterprises have been
executed by Bulgarian organisations and companies recently:

- in Tunisia - engineering and comstruction of an
agro-industrial complex and a livestock breeding farm

- in India - duffalo dreeding farm
- in Egypt - calffattening farm and feed mesl plants

- in Libya - construction of sheep breeding farm,
poultry complex and rendering of expert's assistance for the design
of an agro-industrial complex

= in Iren - design for poultry complex for 6 million .-
broilers and poultry farm for 600 000 laying hens

- in the P.R. of Gongo - design for 2.5 million poultry
complex for broilers and a complex livestook breeding faram.

Vhen implementing projects in the developing countries
we pay particular attention to treining of personnel in view of
their active participation in the development of their éconony
and the normal operation of the newly built industrial and agri-
culturel enterprises.

Favourable conditions existe for training of highly
qualified engineers, agronomists, technicians and workers in
the Bulgarian schools as well as in enterprises.
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660 nationals of developing countries were enrolled
in Bulgarian schools in 1975, The increased number of foreipgn
students can be explained by the fact that a school for post- ’
graduate qualification of agricultural and other personnel was U
founded in 1975. During the same year 279 nationals of developing
countries graduated successfully.

Our country's appropriate authorities have rigned with
A nuber of develoning countries bilateral agreement: "or recivro-
cal adwission of squivalence of the Jdinlomas and certiflicaten,

Training of many nationals from developing countries
is carried out in Bulgaria within the framwork of the programmes
for technical assistance of the United Nations and its specialized
agencies,

In fulfilling the intergovernmental conventions for
scientific and technical cooperation the P.R. of Bulgaria has
assigned to the developing countries more than 2000 Bulgarian
specialists, 300 of which are experts in agrisulture, including
120 agronomists, 30 experts in hydromelioration, 30 zootechnicians,
70 veterinarians, 40 experts in viticulture, etc.

With the viaw to promote the national economies of the 1}

developing countries and strenghtening of their development, the

P.R. of Bulgaria has granted government's and Supplier's credits

to some of these countries at favourable conditions. Usually,

the government's credits are granted at differenciated condi-

tions, the most favoured being nations which are not members of

agressive blocks and are orintated to extension of friendly re--

lations with the socialist countries.
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Important role play also supplier's credits granted by
our country to developing countries for establishing of joint ven-
tures with the participation of Bulgarian organigations. Such en-
terprises are in principle established on th basis of equal par-
ticipation with capitals or with Bulgarian credits. They are sub-
Ject to legal laws in force in the country where they act. It
should be noted that the relevant country has the right to byu up,
at its request, the Bulgarian participation and consequently to
mske the enterprise its entire property.

Cooperation between the P.R. of Bulgaria and the deve-
loping countries has good prospects and it is evpected to expand
at accelerated rates. The incessant progress of national econony
of the developing countries will contribute to extension and in-
crease of their share in this cooperation and consequently to
larger income of foreign currency. On the other hand, the deve-
lopment of the economic, scientific and technical cooperation
contributes to creating good climate of mutual understanding
and friendly relations.
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