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P:·esent Si t·.iation: 

'The -iassi ve Goven:.ment hol.!Sing pro~ects and the excdl~t "?Ort facili­

ties ~ave c:intributed muc:ch to the 300 fumi t'.lre manufacturers in S...ngapore. 

Mo:~e than half of these !'lallufact1irers are of the small and medium sizes and 

cater ::a.inly for the loca.l 11Brket (i.e. employl.Ilg upto 20 oersons). About 

1 ~ of these operatioo.s a.re geared for ma.ss production and for the export mr­

kets. Che of the largest manufacturers has a capa.ci ty of about 85,000 chairs 

and 10,000 dining tables per m<mth. 

In 1978, the total production of fu."'!li ture in Singapore was esti:':'.ated 

at !llO!"e than ~S3 70 million of whicll about US3 17 • .i mllion was ~xpo:-ted. 'I'he 

bulk w-as expo:::-ted. to USA (about USl 16 million) and the remainder -to .lust::'3.l::..a, 

Canada, Japan, furopean Countries, the 'Middle ?.a.st and Hang Kcng. 

The ma.in types o1 fumiture produced in Singapore are din~ set~, li­

•Ting !'OOm suites, bedroom suites, wall and kitchen cabinets, soft fumishing, 

office f'umi ture, etc. Th~ ma.jon ty of these ,roducts are of Scandinavian and 

C::mtP!!!pOrary Ar.:erican styles. T'lere is a very small portio:i of the !".andcrafted 

furniture ma.de in Singapore using rosm1ood. Mos~ of the exporteu i+.ems are in 

kno::k-d.0111?1 forms, which give the ad.vantages of cheaper freight and lower ~..aarf~~ 

c~arges. 

The :na.in timber used in fumi ture making are Tamin, N:ratoh. Meranti, 

Teak and Sepetir. 

uevelonment Asnects of the Furniture Indus~r:-r-

::aw ~ateri::l.l: 

Singapore is located in the centre of South ~ast Asia which is one of the 

ri~hest timber producing r~gi.ons. In 1173, Singapore erpo:::-ted some US3 335 

~ill:on worth of t·imber ,roducts to 3.ll parts of tile world. There ::tre saw rnll>, 

plain ::i.nd decorati •1e pl:JWood, •1eneer, :iarcp1et <l.lld m01.:.lding plants in Siru:aporE'. 

'!'he a'la.Uabi li ty of basic ra._., ma:t.P,r:al is ~-:-or.I., howe·1er, -t;i•e r.>r_cP.s of timbe:­

rol:e '.'10re +,h:.u'l 50-: ccr.mared wi "':h 1 "}77. ~P.!''! i 3 no sign 0f le•1i=, ~ ~ :_n.:; aff :.n 

f 
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3:.::ig::.~cre is s~tuaticn ir. ~he cross roads be"tween the :!:a.st and ~he 
• 
( West. ':'he extremely efficiem: port whic!'l is now r'3.IL1<:ed the third bus::.es-+: 

ln th-: :.;orld to~ther ·.:i '.l: "JF!ry ['.""J0<i l"nrr~r.~ca+.icn ar.d ban.lcing sys'ter.1 '.-..as 

hebed to 11ove the Sin~pcre products 'tO many parts of the ~1orld at very 

frec_uent inter.ra.ls. '!'he infra.structure of Sineanore is al-=10 well dP.veloped. 

'!'here are three industrial estates where the majority of the wood-based indus­

tries are located, namely the Jurcng, Kranki, and the Sungai Kadut Industrial 

Esta~s. 

Generalized s:vstem of oreferences: 

is Singapore is still considered a( a developing country, the 

generalized s;:rstem of ?reference (G.S.P.) are offered bj :nany advanced 

co-..mtries for Sin.gapore' s products. The furniture made in Singapore is 

classified ~s an ite~ for G. S. P. treatment which ~nhance the comp:titive:.1ess 

of this trade. 

LaboUI' supply: 

The labour situaticn ~ the f'unliture industry is going from bad to 

worse. Apart from ~ight labour market, wages have increased drastically. 

Therefore, in order for the fu...~iture industries to stay comoetitive in the 

e.rport ::-a.rket, it must either invest in new machinery or find other means of 

improving their ~roducticri capacities to produce high quality f'tl.ttliture for 

e:roort, 

Government anc~ement: 

The Government of Si~pore is encouraging the development of f'urni~ure 

industry in Singapore, particularly in the mnufacture of high quality furni­

ture, encouraging new designs, modern produ~tie11 techniques and with intenia­

tianal market ou't.lets. The Government is prel)ared to consider tax incenti <Jes 

for the .Uf!W projects or !::rpansions of existing 09eraticns requinng substantial 

investments. 

'!'he vocationa.t. and Indust --ial T~ining Bo~ sets '.lp special courses :mch aa 

~~urni ture rna.-::L"lg a.'ld wood ma.chinin,g in various ·.mcatia..al institutes to ·r.rain 
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the :rcung for the fumi ture trade. a junior training scheme has al.so bee..'1. 

set :ip by the Yocatiana.l and Industrial Training Board to develo-;:i tt.e :.roung 

betre~ 12 3lld ~ 6 years 'Jf :l..~ ~-1h0 are not ac:ide!!!:.ca.:!..l;r incEned ini:~ 

the ·ra.rious industries. 

The timber Industrial Boa.rd i:nplements the promotioo, improvemen-t, re­

g'.lla.tions and control of the timber trade and a.lso to ensure that the i.nci:is­

tries respect standards and keep the quality of their products. 

Trend of fumi ture industry: 

Kost of the big manufacturers are expar.d.illg their operaticns and cormr.it­

t-...ng ~eavily cn capi:al investments to increase the present production and 

their competitiveness an the export markets. They ~e also developping new 

~rkets. Many foreign firms are settin~ '.l.p operaticns in Singapore to take 

advantage of the inv~stment climate, tax incentive, ef!icient port facilities, 

~od banking inst: tutions and excellent comrnunicaticn systems. Indications 

are tha"t the fumi ture industries in Singapore :.rill rise subs"tantiaily in the 

!'ace of the expansion schemes that are currently undertaken by the industry 

as a whol~. 

In view of the rapid rise in rat1 material a.nd labour costs, it is felt 

that Singapore should go into the high skilled and high added value items of 

furniture. Scandi.n .. •vian style furniture includin.g laminated type of high 

quality finish ar.d high ·ralue added . ..,oulci. be most desirable. 

As the :najority cf teh Singapore n:anufacturers a.re of small and ~ediu~ 

sizes, assistance would be required in the following fields: 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

.1. 

Marketing o~ high quali~y turniture with slllii\.ll output capacity; 

Securing of suitable machinery for small plants; 

Processing technology en des:ign, pro.ject pl; ming, lay Jut, finishing, 

l0W co~t automation, maintenance tools, machinery and quality control 

of production; 

Methods of co-oneratian amon.g 3mall mauuf:i~~~~ t:o h~ve hi6!1er 

ou:t;.-..:.t for export m.rketa; 

Type of assistance from our own re.i.eva.-it author1. -;ies in tne tra.1-
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