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Lately tb wood.worlc::i.Dg industr;r in Ecuad:tr has entered a peri..C. 

of developaent and progress. Dwt to the cil production of Ecuador 

in the las"t ten years its econamical ~ ... tuation bas gone up sensir.l.y, 

therefore constNCticm bas becane the big thing and the wood ilJr:ustr,y 

has fowu:l a large arket that was ~ there before. Rapidly ths 

i.ndustry of vocd bas become a povertul. field a.mi its factories have 

enlarged and are in the need. of ~ tn>e of technolor .,,,...1 help they 

mip:t get. 

The largest wood compa1Jies in ~rtlador at the manent are the P13wood 

caapanies (there are six of them), a fu.nti. tu.re factory (Arte PNctico) 

am. a c!li.p board production fa.ctory that recen"i:ly started production 

(Agl~rados ACOPLAC). The p1oducts they bring to the market are of 

good quality a.Di their ma.in sales are in the exterior market. 

Middle-cized factories are developing in a fa.si; ... -a;y, so are the 

small industries. And, of course, growth c..arrias within i tsalf problelllS. 

Let us am.l.yze in the follOVi.ng paragraphs some of the problems 

Ecuatorian small Lld.ustries face at the moment. 

The lack of qualified workers is a big problem for the industr;r 

in EC':l'ad.or. At the moment we have aa organization called :£.AP a:i 

F.cuatorian institution which is trying to train people to bring them 

to a technician level, but so far its work has not been felt inside 

the actual bdustry work .. 

We also face the problem of not having the proper tecm..,logr in 

the processing of wood, its treatment, drying, etc. In other words 

techno:ogical help is needed desperately. Wood is being br<nl8ht, from 

the forest, cut in 30 x 240 x 5 cm and 30 x ~O x 2.5 cm pieces gerera.lly. 

It CCllll9 completely green (ma.ri.Jmlm hulldcli ty contant), so we face the 

problem of dr,ri.ng it properly; something that is no.t always poaaible in , 
Ecuador because of the hi.gil ~ost of kilns, az:td not having perfectly 

... 

dri~ wood, the qua.li ty of the wood products cannot be ensured. In most 'f 
cases the only treatment the wood ~ts is a few months of natural dr.;ri..1:1.g 

out~ide stocked up in piles; but, of course, it is :.lot enough trea. tment 

to get the wood to the proper humidity content for ~ood f'uxniture making. 

Also a. proper study of our woods is ueded and the ways they should be 

trea.ted in the drying process must be esta.blished to get the best out 

of our woods. 
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Another point that we reel needs to be faced iDlllediataLy is t:...e 

exploitation of ~t'lrests. It is being done in a ccmplately disorganized 

w:y a.ad in large amowlts, and no forestation a.ad reafforestation programmes 

are ~ing applied. 

We feel the Government of Ecuador should take drastic steps to 

control this situation. Even though our country is rich in forests 

for its quality of wood and its qt1N1tity also, we think that it cannot 

last forever unless sOMthing is done in favour of reafforestation. We 

alreadJ' are starting to suf'f er the increases in _the price of wood since 

it is being brooeht trcm farther and f'arther places in the east 'lf the 

country. RecentlJ' the Government of Ecuador placa::l. scae sonsidera.ble 

fUDds for the forestation and reafforestation programes through the 

:Ba.nco de F'aaento lacicmal (a bank dedicated. to promoting the national 

industries), but the proper technological suides are not available, 

maid ng the project practically a fa..ilure. So far, nobody bas received 

a loan for forestation or reafforestation frca the bank. 

Tal lei ng ab<Mt the machinery that is be~ used, most of it has been 

imported. It is being imported fraa Europe, especially from Italy, 

Gel'!ll8.Icy' and Spain, and also from the USA and Brazil. Colombian made 

machines are also in the mrket. 

At the moment we have two important woodworkillg machinery fac-l;ories 

that produce machinery closer to the poor quail ty side but that have a 

goo.i 111B.rket due to its lower price. 

Powered hand tools and tools in general are expensive since they 

an imported by pri vata trade and import businesses. 'lhe Small Industry 

As~ociation of Ecuador is working to start ~Associates T~ol Shop. That 

way its associates would have access to good quality tools and powered 

hand tools at a reasonable price. 

Also the Small Industry hsociatioa is working to start a EUllc 

that wo.Ud help directly its associates in internal and foreign . 
open.tions, loans, etc. 

One of the problems s111Lller imustries face is the fact that the 

supply of 4mn thickness plywood is not enough interna.llj in the countr,r 

while the plywood imustrie s a.re expo:-ting it in large amoun1:3. La. te ly 

the Small Industr,r Aasocia.tion bas been having tallcR .,.,i ~h ":he r.overnmen't 

and the plyw<XXi producers trying to solve this problem; so far it looks 

as though the problem will be uolved ohortly. 
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A2 a conclusion we could point O'J.t that ths Ecuatorian wood 

iJXlustr,r is dfJvelopiDg am. growing at a rapid pace aZJd. the technological 

help fraa more developed coantries g9ts more and ill<>ro jm:portant each day 

in the production side cf the i.Ddustries as in its ad mi nj strati ve flmctions. 

After a.ttendi.ng the lliIDO Semjnar for a few days, I rea~.ize how 

important it is to know the "know-how" of the wood industey, since it 

simplifies the operations and increases the prodll!!tion. Simple technical 

facts as knowing how to make a jig for one or another job brings a 

completely' differell't outlook to the production i:-rt of the industr,r. 

Teclm.oloa is certainly' the base of industrial development. 




	0018A01
	0018A02
	0018A03
	0018A04
	0018A05
	0018A06
	0018A07



