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:!owadays there are many farai ture industries in Colombia. 

I-Iost of them are producing office and domestic furniture, the 

other ars concerned with special products  like school furniture, 

kitchen cabinets,   just to mention two examples.    Cr. the other 

hand there are many furniture workshr,       -m by very s lei lied car- 

penters working on a contract basis ¡¿ 

The demand for industrially produv       ind hand-made furniture 

has been increasing considerable year after year. 

The furniture industries in Colombia began as small craft 

workshops. 

Their production was based on products being copi3d from models 

imported from developed countries.    Those models were mainly repro- 

ductions of classical l8th and 19th century styles. 

At the same time native furniture was produced based on local 

needs without any intelectual influence. 

At that time the carpenters acted not only as craftsmen but also 

as designers. 

The need for furniture followed the growth of cities and the 

increase of population, and, of course, people were looking for better 

quality, different styles and new applications. 

Thus,  the furniture market was increasing ar.d industrialists 

worked hard to improve their industries  in every aspect. 

Around the 1Q50'3, when the modem furniture boon occurred around 

the world people became aware of it and wanted to get more modem pieces 

for their houses. 

At the same time the public demanded more up to date interiors and 

architects and designers were looking around  for those pieces they 

wanted to introduce. 
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3y this time industrialists vent abroad to get new ideas in 

airope and the United otates. They brought 30me information and 

sometimes models and  licences to produce them. 

In the 1960's some foreign companies v/ere established in 

Colombia due to the big demand for new furniture.    Some architects 

v/ere in contact with these companies and began doing small jobs 

in designing. 

Interior design activity needed to look for new furniture and 

there vas the necessity to produce them. 

A very important point to mention is that -.;ood was popular as 

a raw material for furniture production es it was available and it 

gave a mors personal character to the products. 

3y the end of the 1960*S the need for furniture designers emerged 

clearly,  though there vas still considerable copying of foreign 

modeIs. 

At the beginning of the 1970*3, some three design schools were 

established in Colombia.    All of them were dealing with industrial 

design and of course  furniture design vas one of the topics as it 

was one of our primary needs in the design field. 

The 0. P. 3. school of Design is presently running a design project 

in cooperation with industry.    It could be mentioned as being the first 

experiment of its land.    The project consists of the design and deve- 

lopment of scr.e furniture pieces based on market inj derands.    Ctudents 

are trying to apply the theoretical elements they have been tought 

at the 3chool in their projects. 

The project is conducted by professional designers vàio at the 3ame 

time have their own practice which makes the project mors practical. 

This particular case is a clear demonstration of lesion demand by 

industry. 
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In the real practice though there are few industrial or funrniture 

designers in Colombia,   the activity has been increasing and what is 

very important is that  industry has been relying more and more on 

local designers. 

One of the promotion activities of the design profession has 

been carried out by PïïOEZFO which is our governmental office to 

promote exports.    As a result, Colombian furniture are being now 

exported to both the American and tropean markets. 

îlow that our industries have attained a very good level of 

quality,  they are trying to be more involved in new ideas.    One of 

the examples is the special finishing in local veneering elements 

taken from  local natural products. 

This has been a great success in the international markets. 

Designers are   trying to improve and give different solutions'to the 

utilisation of these materials. 

?rom the point of Tew of the design profession there has 

been established, about  four years ago,  the Colombian Society of 

Designers grouping the different design disciplines  existing in the 

country. 

The aim of the society is to promote the profession, to imform 

people about their activities, to establish the rales concerning 

fees,  full and part time design,  employment and so on.    They are 

very successful in doing these tasks. 

'..hat  is needed or  ree amended now is that students  finishing their 

studies try to go to  the U. Z. A. or European countries to have a more 

close contact with general design.     This  oar. be -lone ":y special post 

graduate courses,  short term seminars,   international meetings,  confe- 

rences,  exhibitions,   etc. 

?or example,  the TTIIC Seminar on Tumiture and   "oilier-/ Industriai 

is of Treat importance to Colombia.fron the design point ":f -i3w. 

.'-•:art from the technical aspect th.3  ruo-lity of the products in "inland 

is ver;' high and it  encourages participants to take care of design of 

furniture and its production in their own countries. 
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'íhat is very important to us is to try developing our own 

characteristic design for our own consumers.    As it has occurred ele 

elsewhere, it '.fill catch the attention of other countries that want to 

"buy our products. 

Of course, the technical and material aspects are decisive factors 

to obtain that quality that makes our products to have a national 

character. 

Another project which is being carried out in cooperation with, 

industry is the "Colombian Furniture Project".    Its main aim is to 

identify or locate what  form means. 

In this project much attention is given to our real needs, 

availability of materials and production methods. 

'Te are hoping that through creating our ov.n design language vre 

can be better located in the international markets.    3y "own language" 

we do not mean to give the furniture additional or namentation but 

to create a system having in mind all the   recommended principles of v.-ood 

working methods. 

Compared with Hiropean countries,  our design activity is very 

well oriented and very competitive.    ;Ihat we need now is to increase 

the promotion of this discipline. 

At the moment there are various projects to invite some international 

designers to a short seminar on design to make people and students more 

conscious of the design processes and results. 

The future aim in academic and professional terms will be to separate 
furniture design'from industrial design as the former is getting more 

and more specialised and the possibilities of work for people specialised 

in this discipline demand more and more skill to be competent. 

3esides wood technology in furniture production is not as compli- 

cated as that of metal based industries, and it makes it more easy for 

design students and professionals to be involved ir. this  field. 
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Although copying is not a creative or original activity, 

it has developed a good technology and we have novi very good qa 

quality of finished products. 

If, in the past, -we have "been able to copy and adapt very well, 

we create our own products and that is our aim for the next decade. 

I think that the designer role is among the main activities 
in successful furniture production. 






