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reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
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T o1l e Sp Tve o clear Dicture 20 Lte Mymiture iadusiry in ’
Chonz ip ownder thas ey ould-Ue invesIor in RIS fi2ld would annre-
ciate wheh is involved ia establishing thic Ixind 9f Tusiness In Gle
countr-. I tumble analysis of ile situaticn, I hove, 1ill uin %le
s:mpatly of Iavestors in Lhig fleld in orier dthat they ould tale

+he necessary Steps %o iavest in Chann ‘2 w004, as rav material,

is in avbundance.

2., The Importance of the Secondary lood ' :vcessing Industryr:

e

by

Te impor+ance of secondary ood processing Indusiry In *he countiry
iz very vital Tecause solid iq_o,d_.‘, nlyuood and pariicle doard, as
raw materials, are in abundaace in the coun*ry and manpover require-
ﬂer;‘ts are also availadle and therefore the invesiment in the frni-
ture indusiry in the couniry offers a good poteniial as far as the
above inputs are concerned. The indusirr, when properly planned and
encouraged cculd add iremendous 1y “o the foreizmm exchanje eam ing
pover of the country the more soO as wastage in *the primary processing
indus+rr could also be reduced to the advantage of the wood pdrocessings
industry in general. The primary processing of wood is also viable 1
hecause the couniry has enough indigeneous forest hish is accessidle
%0 feed »rimary wwood processing factories. laving overcome tiese

initial necessary steps, tiie main problem is with machinery for <ihe

fummiture industry and then the other raw material inputs which are

not mamufactured locally i.e. chemicals, slues and upholster;” malerials.
e furni‘ure menufacturers normally require import licences and the
necessary letiers of credi’ to De able to bring in these importans
items; but due to the fact thal Chane has limited foreign exchange
resources, the industry at times, faces problems in bringing these
vital inputs in. + ig therefore necessary at all times to depend on
outside credits to achieve that zoal. larketing of furniture all over

e e 2

the x-bAz;l*d iq in great demand, creditors and investors are acsured thas
other arrancements lile repatriation of their invesiments could e
suarenteed, i.e. oy way of marketiag (e:pors) mocldown farniiure

and furniture paris which are Teing produced successfally in the

countryr.
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2% is also well lmown vhat Yo e atle to meet tle export re-

quirementis, a moderm furniture factory -writh all the necessary moilern !
equipment is necessary. The Covermment of Thana Sherefore is Dre-

parzd 1o uelcome investors in this fiell :Zith the usual zrimary in-

dustrial tax relief. Joint particination is also encourazed. In

the meantime, the Ghana Timber llarlzeting Zcard which is the orjani-

zation responsible for the timber industry in the country is assis-

ting the establishment of indusiries lc nroduce These Imporied in-

puts mentioned above and therefore invile investors in thav flell

t—

1ith the zame zuarantees. In addition 10 £0lid -ood Jeins in aoun-

dence, nl;wcod, veneer and particle Toards are z2l1so nroduced in the
i

country.

Jongtant attention is alse veinz palid to advanced “traliaing
_m_gfc_hods to inmprove traditional worizing metiods i;.udrder <0 a.chiéve
high starndards. It has therefore 2ecome Imperative o eipand ar’
improve the existing furniture faciories, and also to establic?
moderm factories to enable the country to compete In she worll fire
niture marizet in order to ma:xdmise foreizn earnings from ihe timTer

and wood processing industries in seneral.

the countr;, the exporis of furniture and furniture naris is
sractically exclusively to tropical countries. Iovever, llere ig

a small percentage of furniiure exporis to cther foreism counvries,
where “he exporting facioriss are able %o meet the required siandards
and specifications: for example, Denmarl, 3ritain and the United
States of America. EIExports tc the above countries have been accep-
table and satisfactory, except for some few cases of delays in de-

livery. Thiz was meinly due to shipping prodlems facing the couniry.

local iYransportation problems is 2lso partly <o tlame for the unsatis-

factory delivery times.
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Me furniture indusiry is therefore facing “liis serlious impors
resiriction -Mich iz nocessary for the expansion and advancement,

in order o reduce procuciion cosi.

_ 3tanderdisation of producis is therefore necessary: i.e. 7
specializing in specific lines in order %o improve procuctiviiy o

<%

maximize foreign earnings to e able %o bring in the required im-

ported inputs for the farmiture indusiry. The Chara Timver larketing

Board, a Covernmeni Corporaiion, which is responsi®le for the Timver
industry in Chana, hes therefore tommissioned ilessrs. Zuckerrann
of Vienna, jusiria, to establish a modern large-size turn-key,

Arniture faciorr in +the country. This will be completed in due

course o compete favoursdly in the export mariet.
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