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1. Intro cue; ion: 
T will tir "0  .rive a clear picture of the  forniture industry in 

Ghana in order that any would-be investor in this   fi3id would appre- 

ciate what is  involved in establishing this kind of business  in the 

country.    -tr 'tiraole analysis of the situation,   I nope,  -..111 win the 

sympathy of investors in this  field in i-der that they would take 

the necessary steps to invest in Ghana -o v;ood, as raw material, 

is in abundance. 

2. The Importance of the Secondar:/ TJood I recessing Industry: 

The importance of secondari' -.-rood processing industry in the country- 

is very vital "because solid wood, plywood and particle board,  as 

raw materials,  are in aoundance in the country andjnansower require- 

ments are also available and therefore the investment in the fami- 

tare industry in the country offers a good potential as far as the 

above inputs are concerned.    The industry, when properly planned and 

encouraged cuild add tremendousiy to the foreign e::chan~s earning 

power of the country the more so as wastage in the primary processing 

industry could also he reduced to the advantage of the wood processings 

industry in general.    The primary processing of wood is also viable 

because the country has enough indigeneous  forest which is accessible 

to feed primary -.rood processing factories.    Having overcome these 

initial necessary steps, the main problem is with machinery for the 

furniture industry and then the other raw material inputs which are 

not manufactured locally i.e. chemicals,  glues and upholstery materials. 

The furniture manufacturers normally require import licences and the 

necessary letters of credit to be able to bring in these important 

items; but due to the fact that Ghana has limited foreign exchange 

resources, the industry at times,  faces problems in bringing these 

vital inputs in.    It is therefore necessary at all times to depend oh 

outside credits to achieve that goal.    Marketing of furniture all over 

'"the "vrorldTin"in great demand, creditors and investors are acsured that 

other arrangements like repatriation of their investments could be 

guaranteed,  i.e. by way of marketing (esorti  knockdown furniture 

and fami ture parts which are being produced successfully in the 

country. 
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- •  -¿pon: .jE.T.ze'zz.ziz 

It is also -.jell Icio v.r. that 

quirements, a modem fami ture factory vith ali the necessary modern 

equipment is necessary.    The Government of CJhaiia therefore is pre- 

pared to -jeicone investors in this  field -..1th the visual primary in- 

dustrial tax relief.    Joint participation is also encouraged.    In 

the meantime, the Ghana Timber Ilarketing 2oard which is the organi- 

zation responsible for the timber industry in the country is assis- 

ting the establishment of industries to produce these imported in- 

puts mentioned above and therefore invite investors in that field 

ijith the sane guarantees.    In addition to solid -..-cod being in abun- 

dance, plyvjcod, veneer and particle boards are also produced in the 

country. 

Constant attention is also being paid to advanced training 

methods to improve traditional vrarliing methods  in order to achieve 

high 3tandardn.    It has therefore become imperative to exp_and ai '. 

improve the existing furniture factories, and also to establish 

modem factories to enable the country to compete in the v.-orid fur- 

niture market in order to maximise foreign earnings from the timber 

and wood processing industries in general. 

Due to the present status of most of the  furniture factories in 

the country,  the exports of furniture and furniture parts is  limited 

practically exclusively to tropical countries,    "ovever, there is 

a small percentage of fimi ture exports to other foreign countries, 

v;here the exporting factories are able to meet  the required standards 

and specifications:    for example,  Denmark,  3ritain and the United 

States of America.    Exports to the above countries have been accep- 

table and satisfactory, except for some fevr cases of delays in de- 

livery.    Thi3 1-ra.s mainly due to shipping problems, facing the country. 

Local transportation problems is also partly to blame for the unsatis- 

factory delivery times. 

Production of furniture in the country defends mainly on thv 

peculiar function of the industry: i.e., various specific market 

demands, and the availability of the imported inputs. 
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The furai-ture industry is therefore facing this serious import 

restriction which is nocescary for the e:cpansion and advancement, 

in order to reduce production cost. 

...Standardisation of products is therefore necessary:    i.e. by 

specializing in specific  lines in order to improve productivity to 

maximise foreign earnings to be able to bring in the required im- 

ported inputs for the furniture industry.    The Ghana Timber üarketing 

Board, a Government Corporation, which is responsible for the Timber 

industry in Ghana, has therefore commissioned Ilessrs. Zuckemann 

of Vienna, Austria, to establish a modern large-size turn-key, 

furniture factor:'- in the country.    This will be completed in due 

course to compete favourably, in the e::port market. 






