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Zn recent rezrc, »mducticn of the fumiture indusiry ia Zolomdia

had greailr erpanded. Trom 1957 40 197E the total increase was 117
=Y o - -

T™e majority of this “fumiture is »roduced in the capita

ani in Zoacha; Yedellin, Zarrancuilla, Zarifacena and Pereirz beins

ing
other less important centres of producti- “owever, “here iz one
small city located in the south of folom 111ed Pastio there there
are more skilled workers employed than in >ther part of the country

out its production rate is very 'ou.

Tlogt of these indusiries are eithier s=mall or medium 3ize ani *acr
Jenerally have many sizlled workers, it *heir nroduciivii; is louer

than thag of the dizzer factories.

1=

Tae furniture factories in Tolombia produce marny Yypes of furniture,

out theyr have a.lv.a# specialized in productiocn office and lome

furniture with emphasis on furnishings for living rooms, dining rooms,

-adry

-

vedrooms and kitchens. Home furni‘ure constitutes =57 of pmduction

- . —
while Yoth home and office furmiture tozether constitute more *han 7%

v

of total production.

Te princinal oroduction material for this furniture is wood.
Cther types of materials used are leather and other covering materials,
nardware, and naints which are extreme’y important in determininz the
gua’isty of the final product. Zolombkia has meny foresis with 2 +ide
range o species of wood, ut the »roduction lecreases laily due o <ie

uncontrolled exploitation Ty the ‘umber indusirr.

Another resul’s of shis lack of control is *he appearant "extinction"
of our foresis there are also problems due to the 1.COC approximate’y
species which exist in the same area; problems then which arise wien
the ‘umber jacics attempt to select then fell a tree of a specific

specie. There is no orderly grouping of species into classes which maies

the ge’ection process very difficult and tedious.




ovever, Colombia utilizes only 10 to 1% of these 1.C2C snacies
in farniture oroduction since many 2 the remaining soecies have noi
yet been ~27ploited for their wood value.

T™ere are also provlems belween those vwho actuallr fell <he
trees and those manufacturers who receive the lumber. The furniture
menufacturers require a gpecific size of lumber in order to degin
production but the lumberthey receive never corresponds with the
measurements they request due o the will of the sawmiller to produce
as much as possible at as low a cost as possible. All %rees are felled iriih !
the lumver extracted alvays the same size. Therefore, a “urniiure
manufacturing inductry is forced 4o accept a stancdard size lumter
whether or not it needs this requirement. The furniture manufac*uring
irdustry in Colombia can e divided into three vasic catesories:: 2ig,
medium and small industries. 'je can find mary problems in all three

types of indusiries out each has different specific problems.

The big_indus‘tries in Colombia have certain technical proulems.
There is no sufficient number of slidlled workers able to produce
the volume of required production, and there are also certain production
restrictions that have to be taken into account since there is not a i
sufficient demand by buyers for these products. Another technical problem
is that because of the many different machines in use there are n0t enough
workers who xmow now to properly operate these machines. For this

reason the full production capacity is often not utilized.

The _medium size industries have similar marleting problems as the
big industries Tut because of different reasons. In general, a mediur
size industry receives very little economic aid %o finance certain pro-
duction aspects. Because of this limited sponsbrship, medium size fur-
niture indusitries are constantly pnlagued with financia! nroblems. Ther
are also forced to use more s!diled iorkers than the biz indusiries because

they cannot affort the latest machinery +hich would reduce the numter of

these slilled workers.




e manazers of the iifferent -~roduction and »nrocess denarimentc

nave nov teen as well itrained or prerared ac ueedel. Therefore ther

are unatle Y0 s0ve certain technica’ areRlems thicll arize in nodferm
industrr. The mojority of Yllese manarsers or directive
learned through e:perience, and not oy studying

J e e
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The small industry also has many problems although they 1iffer
from those of the big industry. They are able to find *he natural=
resources necessary for their level of production, these sma>l indus-
tries purchase wocd through a "lHiddle-man" whizh renders iheir »rau

material requirements ver; expensive. faturallr, Teinz ile “eass

-

important ~f the ‘ndusiries, “he quality of Tumter z0ld %2 <hem iz
usually rother poor maldng it verr Al.Tficull 4o orlr it Tz

nave very feu techniques o worlz <ish, zince she emp orers ave
had any soecialized %raining, vhiza in surn makes a Sinal -=roduct
of very poor quality. Murthermore, ther must use older-mofel machines
which also rcduce the Fualisy of their productic.

The ©tig industries sell to Tuyers at a wholesale price. These
“uyers then sell to their clients raising the price for profis.
Also the ©iz industries can select ‘their clienis. In other uwords,

it imposes prices and regulations for Turing 1t merchandise.

Tenerally the medium size indusiries have their owm fumiiure
stores a.nd/or shey sell to the izger stores although ther have

-

orotlems celling their merchandise since they have %o produce a variety

5T items in order to savisfy manyr tastes. The small industry is
obliged to @it for the client to approach *them “ecause the client

has 0 pay in advance before the carpenter is instructed o begi:

producing the furniture.
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