G @ | TOGETHER

!{’\N i D/? L&y

=S~ vears | for a sustainable future
OCCASION

This publication has been made available to the public on the occasion of the 50" anniversary of the
United Nations Industrial Development Organisation.

’-.
Sy
B QNIDQI
s 77

vears | for a sustainable future

DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION
Vienna International Centre, P.O. Box 300, 1400 Vienna, Austria

Tel: (+43-1) 26026-0 * www.unido.org * unido@unido.org


mailto:publications@unido.org
http://www.unido.org/




"Do420o|

Distr,
GENERAL

I0/B/SR.99
15 September 1970

. . , - ENGLISH
United Nations Industrial Development Organization Original: FRENCH

Industrial Development Board

Fourth Session
Vienna, 20 - 30 April 1970

SUMNARY RECORD OF THE NINETY-NINTH MERTINO
Held at the Neue Hofturg, Viemna,
on Priday, 24 April 1970, at 3.20 Pelie

President: Mr. SEDIVY (Csechoslovakia)
Bapporteur:  Mr. ARCHIBALD (Trinidad and Tobago)

CanrRTs
= Parsersste

14

Special international conference 1-%
of the United Nations Industrial
Development Organisation




ID/B/SR. 99
Page 2--

SPECIAL INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPXENT
ORGANIZATION (ID/B/72 and Add,1 and 2)

1, The PRESIDENT drew the attentio. of representativ:s to Cansral Acsemdly
resolution 2578 (XXIV) and to the Executive Director®s repor’ (ID/B/72 and
Add.1 and 2).

2. Mr. DAVILA (Mexico) introduced a draft resclution on the item on behalf
of the Group of Twenty-Five, There were three considerations underlying the draft
resolution: firstly, the Ceneral Assembly, in resolution 2578 (XXIV), had suggested
that a special conference of UNIDO should be organized within the framework of the

Second Development Dacade; secondly, for reasons of economy, it was important that
the proposed conference should be held at the headquarters of UNIDO; thirdly, the
various governments and the secretariat should be given time to prepare for the

conference,

3. Some countries which were not members of the Group of Twenty-Five had alreedy
expressed their agreement with the resolution in principle, and he hoped that the
other delegutions would alsc support it.

4. Mr, SZITA (Hungary) said that, together with the other countries beloaging
to Group D, he fully agreed with the idea of a special confermnce which should help
to improve understanding betwews. the member countries and strengthen co-operation
directed towards the industrial development of the developing countries.

Se In view of t'e scope of the proposed conference, which would go well bayend

the framework of UNIDO, it must bec prepared with the greatest possible care, T™at
task fell to the Board under cperative paragraph 2 of General Asvemdly resolutioa
2578 (XXIV)., However, if 1t was lecided tc hold the conferemce in 1971, as propesed
in the draft resolution submitted by the Oroup of Twenty-Five, the Doard would have
to take the matter up immediately, and that was impossible in view of the faot that -
in the same paragraph of the Conural Assembly resglution referred to - the Joard

was requested to "formulate (the conference’s) provisiocnal agemda and ite besio
cbjectives, including the lonrzar-range crientation ¢f the nited Eations Industrial
Development Orzanization, 1.8 crganisation:l structure and the gqusstiom of

financing",
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. He therefore proposed the setting up of an ad hoc committee, open to all members,
to study all those questions and to report to the next session of the Board. The
committee would have a particularly valuable role to play because it would decide,
among other things, at what level the corference should be held, and because UNIDO
would have to act in co-operation with the other United Nations bodies. The question
of co-ordination would have to be discussed by the conference.

Te A further point was that the documentation woulc. have to be prepared with the
greatest care and that ull countries would have to have made their view's known
before the conference met. For all those reasons he proposed that the oonference
should take place in 1972,

8. By MEAPIEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the proposal
sade oy the delegations of a group of countries for the convening of a special
conference of UNIDO reflected their striving to improve UNIIO's activities in the
field of the promotion of irdustrial development. In view of that, the Soviet
delegation supported the i1dea of convening such a conference and considered that

if certain conditions were complied wit! such a conference could make it possible
to improve the effectiveness of UNIDO's work and, in particular, help to strengthen
the central role of UNIDO in the co-ordination of activities of the United Nations
system in the ficld of assistance for industrial development,

9« The most important of those conditions was that the necessary preparatory work
for the special conferenca of UNIQO must be carried out, and in view of that he
suprorted the view expressed by the repr-scntative of Rungar;’, who had proposed

the convening of an 44 _hog committee, opun to all members of the Board, to study and
carefully prepare all questions connected with the holding of the conference. It
was worth recalling that the first UNCTAD conference, for eiammple, had only beon
convened after preparatory work which had taken a certain amount of time.

0. On the basis of the material specially prepared for it by tho secretariat of
UNIDC, the M hec committee could consider the agonda of the special conference,
formulate the odjectives ad tasks of the conference, decidae on its date and place,
wd submit all the conclusions arrived at to the fifth seseiun of the Industrial
Development Board for approval,
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11. If such an apnroach were adopted, careful and well-considered preparations
could be made for the special conference of UNIDC, which could still be convened
in 1972,

12, He wished to draw attention to the fact that if another approach were adopted
and efforts were made to hold a special conference of UNIDO in 1971, that would have
unfavourable reparcussions on the preparations fur it: the secretariat of UNIDO
would be placed in a difficult position, as it would have neither the necessary time,
nor, still more important, the necessary clear instructions from the Board for the
preparation of the necessary documentation, and the task of Governments would be
made harder because they would not he able to consider in good time the whole

complex of questions connected with the activities of the United Nations system in
the field cf assistance to industrial development. He wished to stress that haste
and inadequate preparation would adversely affect the work, and above all the

results, of the special conference.

13+ In oonclusion, he said that as the fate of UNIDO and its role in the activities

of the United Nations system in the field of industi'ial development would depend

on the results of the special conference, it was essential to make careful preparations
for that conference through the ad hoc committee so that it could still be held in

1972,

14. Mr. SERRANO (Chile) usked whether the text of the draft resolution which
had been distributed was official.

154 Mr. SYLLA (Secretary of the Board) replied that the official version
published under reference ID/B/L.74 was in course of distribution in the four working
languages,

16, Mr, KAMATH (India) asked that the meeting be suspended to enable repre-

sentatives to study the final text of the draft.

The meeting was suspended at 4.10 p.m. and resumed at 4.25 p.m.

17. Mr, ENSOR (United Kingdom) said that his delegation had not yet been able
to support the proposal to hold a special conference; he was doubtful whether such

a conference could do any more than thc Development Loard and the General Assembly
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could do between them,

A study of the proposed provisional agenda for the conference
had not dispelled the do

ubts felt by hig delegation on that point. The agenca
appeared to contain no item which was not within the Beard's competence. The Board
had not yet got to grips with some of the problems 'in qucstion, and it might wol)
find itself holding back in the discharge of its duties if it called an ad hoc

conference to study questions which it had not yet attempted to examine itself,

18, It had been argued

that some of the questions proposed for consideration related
t> problems which were ¢t

he reaponsibility of other international orgarigations, but
there was nothing to prevent the organizations concerned from gen

ding obeervers who
could participate in the Board!?

s discussions when those questions were studied. The
propused gathering might produce results which bore little relationship to the
expenditure involved, particularly if it took place in 1971 since, as several other
delegations had pointed out, serious preparation would be needed.

19. To prepare such a conference at

attention could cause difficulties fo

& time when 80 many other Quentions claimed its
r the secretariat and pPrejudice the orgarisation
of activities in the ficld, The United Kingdom Government Certainly did not emtirely

rule out the idea of a more complex or larger meating than an ordinary Board sesnion,
provided that i+ was held at a lator date,

questions to be examir

when members had a clearer idea of the
ed and had had time to make the necorsary preparations., At

all events, the United Kingdom delegation cowld not support the proposal to call a
specizl conference in ita preseri form;

it would, however, sxamine the proposal and
consider whether,

with some modifications, it could be recommended to the United
Kingdom Government for adoption. That would take some time, and his delegation wowld

ask the Board not to take any decision on the draft resclution ID/B/L.74 before
Tuesday of the following week.

20. Xr, FROBST (Switzerland) reminded tho Board that, whan the question of
holding a special conference had boen raised at the previous Se8si i, his delagation
had shown little enthusiasm for it. However, since most of the developing countrties
wanted such a conforence to be held, Switzerland nad been uswilling tc oppose the
suggestion. In fact, it propesed to participate, Pror the Jpinl ng expressed at
the meetings in the last fow days, and oven at the prisent Besting, it was evident
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that there was a general feeling in the Board that the proposed conference should not
be held without suitable preparation. Everyone realized that it would be a waste

of the organizations's resources to convene a conference whichk produced no tangible
and positive results for later operations Without wishing to suggest any firm date,
the Swiss delegation thought that 1371 would be rather too early and that preparation
should be put in the hands of an ad hoc committee; alternatively, some quite
different method should be adopted. At all events, the first step must be to nmake
preparations for the conference and the mecond to fix the date, xhich nizht be 197
for instance. With regard to operative paragraph 2 of resolution 2570 {XXIV) of

the General Assembly, which requested tha Board to "propose” the venue, date and
duration of the special conferenc , he interpreted it as meaning that the Board
should put forward suggestions on the subject, but had no power to take a decision.
If that interpretation was correct, the Board would have to postpone preparatory
work until the General Assembly had met in the following autumn and tuken a definite
decision, With regard to the provisional agenda of the proposed conference, it '
coRtalrned some very intevesting ideas, but 1t would have to be revised in order to
sliminate some items, or tc include others., Lastly, as far as the financial aspects

were concerned, i1t was sssential to aveid spending money '.nnecessurily om the
conference., The Swiss delegation could support a proposal that the conference should
last a week and should be held in Vienna, before or after the session of the Doard,

21, The IRESIDENT agreed with the representative of Switsarland that the choice
of the venue and iuration of ths conference was a matter for the Ceneral Assembly

ard that the Boar should merely put forw rd a prepesal, lcwever, the preparatory
work, especially the irawing up of an agenda, was the Board's responsibility.

27, Br. CASIMLL (Italy) said he had only ;ust roceived the text of the draft
resolution and was therefore not yet able tc express an opinion, still less to commit

his povernment, HReverthcless, he wished to repeat his statement that Italy wes very
muct 1n faveur ef the primciple of holding 3 special conference. As the draft
resclution sutmitted to the Board required discussion, he weuld ask the Doard not

to put 1t to the vwte just ye', He again assured the Poard that the It: isn Qovermment
weull Le happy 1f the proposed sesting took place and preduced uscful results for the

davelepiag couwrtPies,
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23, _E-_M (Philippine\z), referring to the remarks by the representative
of Switserland on the interpretation to be given to the word "propose" in operative
paragraph ¢ of resolution 2578 (XXIV) of tne General Asse.bly, stated that in his
opinion the Board was fully competent to take a decision on the holding of a special |
oonference. The only limitation imposed by resolution 2578 (XXIV) was that the |
conferunce in question should not taxe place in the same year as the third session

of UNCTAD, It would therefore have to be held before or after 1972. A study of

the rasoclution establishing UNIDO showed that the Board wag competent to take the
necessary decisions. The Executive Director, who was present at the nostings of

the General Assembly when it discussed the text of resolut.on 2578 (XXIV), could

perhaps supply the Board with some further particulars, Nevertheless, in the

opinion of the Philippines delegation, the Board had full authority to take a

deciston on the calling of the conference; the terms of ths resolution were clear;

& decisior had been taken on the subject in the previcus year when the Board had

adopted resolution 22 (I11), and that decision had been ratified by the General Assembly,

2%, ELL ZIUBAYY (United States of America) said that members of the Boerd would
no doubt recall that at the last session his delegation had expressed doubts as to the
usefulrness of and necessity for Or:anizimg a special ronference, taking the view

that the Joard was in o position to accomplish itself whatever could be expecied

from such a conference. His dslegation had, however, voted for the resolution
requesting the Bxecutive Director to consult Governments on the possidility of
CORVIRing & special meeting at the highuat level within the framework of the tventy-
fifth session of the General Assembly. In response to the secretariat’s questionnaire
the United States had indicated that it was prepared to participete in such a neoting
under certain conditions,

Z5. As the discussions st the least session of the Jeneral Assambdly and the present
session of the Poard had progressed, it had become clear thet the arrongements thet
the United States had evisaged, amd upon which it had made ite participation
conditional, had not commended themselves to the sajority. The Board now had

before it the draft resclution submitied by the Group of Tventy-Pive, But the temt

had only just been trememiited to Nashington ami he was not yot in & position %o siate
his Goversment®s views,
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26, Some points would certainly call for explanations, especially the question of
the implications of the proposal for the duration of the Board's regular gession, if

' the conference was to coincidc with a Board session. If it did so coincide, a
general debate in the Board would not appear tu be necessary, since delegations would
have the opportunity to express their views on general policy problems concerning
UNIDO's long-range oricentation at the conference level. His delegation would
therefore like the Group of Twenty-Five to indicate exaotly what schedule of meetings
might be proposed for a year when the Working Group, the Board and the conference
itself would be meeting. Another matter to be cleared up was the provisional agenda.
Delegations and govornments should have ample time to consider it and might wish to
maxe suggestions in connexion with it. In the draft resolution, the secretariat was
roquested to prepare the dccumentatioun neceded for the conference. That documentation
might be either extensive or limited, but his delegation would like to know exactly
what was expected from the sceretariat. With regard to the financial implications,
his delegation would like to hear any obscrvations which the secrctariat might wish
to make, and it would like some confirmation of the estimated cost of a one-week

mecting at Vicnna, as referred to in paragraph 6 of document ID/B/72.

27. With regard to the authority of the Board to convene an international conference,
it should be made quite clear that resolution 22 (III) adopted by the Board the
previous ycar contained no decision on that mattors it simply requested the

Exocutive Director t¢ consult governments participating in the work of UNIDO in order

to study the possibility of convening a special meeting in conjunction with the
General Assambly Jession in 1970. It shcild also be recall d that while General
Assembly rusolution 257# (XXIV) requestod the Board to "propose" the venue, date and
duration of the conferonce, it did not follow that it delogated to the Board the

authority to take a final decision on the subject. Nor was there anything in the
fundamental resolution establishing UNIDO which gave it the authority to convene an

international conference.

28, Mr. KAMATH (India) did not think it necessary to repeat that his delegation
thought that the holding of a special conference was vitaly the only matters open

to question were the date and the nececssary preparations., The firat Development
Decadc had been a disappointment and i1t was essential that the Second should succeed,
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for it was in that contoxt that the question before the Board should be Jooked at.
With regard to the datc, as the roepresentative of the Philippines had emphasized,
it had to be either before or after 1972, and as 1973 was much too far away, 1971
should be chosen,

29. The repr:sentative of Hungary huad been right to stress the need for careful
preparation. No doubt the Executive Director would be able to say whetlar he

thought the socretariat was in a position to carry out the necessary work within a
year, At all events, the problems of preparation cnuld not really Se allowed to

delay the proposed conference. One delegation had referred to the need to consult
governments, but the draft agenda which had been circulated was sufficient to enable
governments to study the proposal put before them. It should be -assumed without

more adc that the special conferance would take place in 1971, and preparations should
be made accordingly.

30, Mr. LEDUC (France) said that in response to the letter of onquiry sent
out by the secretariat, the Prench Government had replied that it did not consider
the convening of a special conference of UNIDO opportune, That did not mean for a
moment that tLe Fremch Government was not interested in UNIDO's activities; setill
less did it mean that it was not interested in the industrialization of the
developing countries, which was the major problem of the present time; but it

was questionable whether such a special conference could roally help to speed up
thoe industrialization of the developing countries. The holding of a conference was
not an end in itself, if there were no certainty that it would produce results,
and in view of the breadth and diversity of the agenda suggested by the Group of
Twenty-Five in their draft resolution there were grounds for doubting whether the
conference would succeed in giving its detailed attention to all the questions
which would be rit before it.

3. The Board did not have authority o convene a conference, and it must keep within
the terms of the General Assembly resolution, at least as regards the financing and
the date of the conference. It was hardly possible to see how the Board could

request the secretariat tc start the preparatory work and prepare tie dooumentation
until its proposal had been accepted by the General Assembly.,
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32, Mr. KRAKUE (Ghana) .hought that the provisional agenda proposed by
the Twenty-Five would not give risc tc any difficultics becausc all mombers of the
Beard would be able to suggest the addition or deletion of itoms. With regard to

the venue for the conference, no <ne would dispute that it should be held in Vienna.

As far as the datc was concerned, thorc might be advantages in convening the
conferencc between the session f the Working Group and that of the Board, which

would perhaps makc it possible to climinatc the general debate in the Foard and

thus gain thrce days. If that werec done, the total timc allotted for the conference,
the Board and the Working Group would not exceed the time normally allowed for the
scssions of the Working Group and the Board. The special conference would certainly
have to be held in 1971, for reasons which had already becn explained by other
delegations, and a pericd of twelve months would be quite adequate for the preparatory

work and the preparation of the nccessary documentation.

33, Mro BMAMAKUBA (Rwenda) noted that there seemed to be gencral approval for
the principle of holding a special conference of UNIDO. With regard to the date,
the representatives of Hungary and the Soviot Union had rightly drawn attention

to tho need for very detailed preparation, but the sccretariat, with.the help of
governments, wculd certainly be able to carry out that task in twelve months. A
more important problem was that of the agenda, and thc Group of Twenty-Five had
suggested a provisicnal agenda which was merely intended to serve as a basis for

discusaion,

3. Mr. TRIFTOR (Spain) recalled that at the third session his delegution had
spoken in favour of resolution 27 (III), ~nd it now approved the draft resolution
Bubmitted by the Group of Twonty-~Five calling for the holding of a special
internaticnal conference in 1971, Organizational problems would arise, to be sure,
but the memburs of the Board and the sccretariat could be relied upon to solve thom,
The Board might perhaps set up an ad hoc committue for that purpose, as the
represcntative of Hungnry had proposed.

35 Mr, NICUPIN (Ivory Coast) said that .he big countries, aftor some
initial hesitation, had finally come round to the principle of a special conforence,

if only to mcet the wishes of the developing countrigs,
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36. In his report (ID/B/72) the Executive Director had put forward three zlter-
natives. The third of those would, it seemed, have to be ruled out because it would
be prohibitively expunsive. The first alternative, to hold a conference of fairl-
short duration at Vienna in conjunction with one of the seeslons of the Board, would
have the advantage »f not being too costly, whilc the second alternative provided that
the conference should also be held in Vienna in conjunction with one of the sessions of
the Board, but should have a fuller agenda and last longer. According to the report,
the secretariat considered that it could carry out the essential preparatory work with
the help of the countrics participating in the activities of UNIDO. Therefore, the
Board merely had t, make a choicu between tho first two alternatives, and therc seemed

no point in taking an extra year to think the matter over. It would, of course, be a

special conference, but tho Ivory Coast Government would bo satisfied if modest but
practical reaults werc achieved, and it considered that the first and least costly
alternative was thc best means of achieving the desired >bjective,

37, Mr. SERRANO ("hile) said that he had no particular liking for ad hog
committees, becausc in his experionce such bodics were content to put off decisions
indefinitely. Thero was therefore, he falt, no point in giving further consideration
to the ostablishment of an ad hoc committee, without which the preparatory work

could perfectly well be completed in 12 months. The spocial confaererce oould not be
held in 1972, because UN(TAD was to hold its third session that yoar, and the
governments of some distant countries would be reluctant, on grounds of expense,

to send top-level ropresentatives, i,.o., ministers, to two conferences of equal

importance.

38, He was sure that tho representativos of the advanced countries would heed the
appeal made by tho Indian delogation and would understand that the developing
countries wore eagerly looking forward to tha holding of the special conferonce which
should help them to solve thoir probloms of industrialigation; moreover, it should
be borne in mind that all the specialized agunicies and the International Atomic
Energy Agency held regular general assamblics or gaeneral conferonces.

39, Mr, SCHEJBAL (Czechoslovakia) said hc did nct share the view >f the
ropresentative of Chile. 4 confercnce required preparation, and it was tharefore
only natural that an ad hoc committee should be set up, a8 the represeptative of

Hungary had proposcd.

[E——




| ID/B/SR.99
I Page 12

40, Mr. 1OPEZ MUINO (Cuba) recalled that during the general debate at the third

session of the Bcard he had spoken in favour of convening a special conference

because he felt, as did most o0 vhe developing couniries, that UNIDO was not in a
position to live upfully to those countries' exvectations. The secretariat, on account
of its very limited resources, was clearly in no position to provide a solution to

thuse problems.

41. The fact that the delegations sent by one and the same country to the various
intornational organizations did not always adopt the same attitude made the noed

for a gpecial top-level conlerence Tuite obvious: such a conference would enable the
countries' most senior representatives, the ministers, to make known their Governments'
official position. Furthermore, the normal Board sessions wers too short to permit
detailed examination of the essential problems facing the Organization, whether they
be structural problems such s the question of collegiate-type management or the
establishment of standing committees, or other fundamental questions auch as the
financing of industrial development and the mobilization of resources. How could the
Board, in the short time at its disposal, draw up a strategy for industrialization

and define a long-term policy for UNIDO? The proposal he had made during the general
debate that a discussion be held on the indicative world programme for industrialization

had provoked very little reaction.

42. He arTeed with the repregsentatives or Hungary and the Soviet Union that the
conference would require very careful preparation, but the Board should not be too
perfectionist in its approach: it should aim at finding generally acceptable solutions

when dealing with questions sucl. ..i the <. ablishment of an ad hoc committee and the

place and date of the conference.

43, Mr. MIRZA (Pakistan) said that he agreed with other delegations that the
conference nust be carefully prepared. The only question was whether there was
sufficient time to anable it to be held in 1971. With regard to the preparation of
documentation, he noted that the provisional agenda was made up entirely of matters
which the secretariat had to deal with every day and at every Board session; he
therefore saw no reason why it could not issue excellent documentation in a year s
“ime. That period should be long 2nough for the governments, too. Perhaps the
Executive Director could say whether he thought that the secretariat would be able to

acauit itself of such a task in the allotted time.
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44. If it was to be possible to convene the conference in 1971, however, it was
essential that the Board should quickly agree on thc agenda proposed in the draft
resolution; otherwise, the secretariat ar.1, for that matter, governments too might
not have sufficient time to take the necessary action,

45. Mr, WALRAVEN (Netherlands) said that his delegation had voted in favousr
of General Assembly resolution 2578 (XXIV); it approved the proposed special
conference of UNIDO and thought that that conference should take place as early
a8 possible in the Second Development Decade, that careful preparations should be
made for it, and that its agenda should be so fixed as to ensure its fuccess.

46. The Netherlands Government would strive to contribute in every possible way
to its success,

47. Mr. ARCHIBALD (Trinidad and Tobago) thought that, now that UNIDO's firet
years of existence had been completed, the time had come tc take stock of the
Organization's activities at a special conference in which country representatives
at the highest level would take part; moreover, coming as it would at the beaginning
of the Second Development Decade, the special conference would make it possible teo
define UNIDO's role in that Decade., It should also be noted that the Geneva
negotiations on a general system of preferences were an oppertunity for developing
countries to make known that they would be unable to take advantage of the new
possibilities thereby opened up t6 them it they did not manufacture commodities
which were well adapted to be sold on the markets of the advanced countries.

48, Some delegations had questionad whether the Board was compstent to convens

a special confarence. 1In his opinion, if the Board unanimously sdopted a resolution
and transmitted it to the Gemeral Assembly, the latter could hardly fail to aet om
it,

49. Mr. ARKADIEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), returniag to the
question of setting up an ad hoc committee, pointed cut that the secretariat

could not undertake to propare all the necessary documentation alone witheut
running the risk of having ‘o sacrifice the work devolving upon it in conmemion
with operational activities. Furthermore, while it was entirely undorstandabl e
that India and the other developing countries should wish the conference to be
held as soon as possible, in the present circumstances haste would be most
lnadvisable. The problem was tc strike a happy medium, and 1f Mpril 1972 appeared
too remote, the end of 1971 might be very acceptable.
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(Bxacutive Dire ter) reply. ¢ e Tasations raised b
F o A Yy

folegmtions #iring the fiscussion - neaciing the voxt f Cenera! Assenbly ree-luti.n ,
257% (XXIV)  said thai the secreiar. t .0 1o Tdacdfiod € sive an sithoritstive
interpretati n >f *he rasclutt - . * - It = th=vigh the summary records of the 4
diseusgiory i the “econd Committee [ t .. Genersl Azsonb ly wiich had preceded adoption

of the resclutinn ir apdar to seek Ca%3a. s #Rich alght heln clarify the satter and,

fter commidering them arefuliy hx ~ 14 infarn the Board of the results of hts
research. In his ~pimnicn, special inportancs should at all events be attached to
operative paraeraph | f the reeolutiva in Tuestion, which bega with the word

"Jumgerts”. The General isseably nad thu: made a suggestion that a special conference
should he Mald at an sopropriste tiss. 1 suggestion was less than a decision, but it

var more than the were referral of i astter to the Board. In paragraph >, the General
Aseemdly requestsd the Bosrd to consider its siggestion and 1o propose the venue, date

and duration of the conferemce without, however, spocifyirg to whom those proposals

should be su'aitted, Llastly the Jenera! Assemdly revuested the Board to formulate a
"provisional” agenda, dut Hf course such an agenda remained provirional in any case

urtil it was officially adonted.

5lc  The vecretariat had alec bean aiced ether it thoaght ilself capable of

earrying cut the necessary work In reply he confirmed the resarks nade in paragraphs

4 %0 7 of Wis report (A ~u. 1 ID/B/77) and especiall; in paragraph 5, which assused

8 wvosference of ahort sursticn Reld in Vienna at the same time as, or immediately
preceding, one of the [estho miig 96" ..us I Uhe soard, in which event the documentaties
wrd prelizinary comsyltatisne 1% sovar - -1ts would mequire ‘ittle preparatory work

hy the seeretariat. The cost uf such a ¢ nference would be relatively small.

Paragra.h % ervisaged the possibility [ . longer, but more costly, confererce. In
either case. he thought that the recessary work could be sccomplished if the Doard »o
donired,









