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drying the timber. Hence, as tle moisture is dried timber is not
evenly distriouted, the properties as well as the durability of timber
used Ty the rural crafismen is alieys belowr standards. as most of the
craftsmen cannot affort to wuy modera machine tools, ther zre aliays
far awry from the more technical ancd economical methods for the ma-
mufactrre of furmiture. This resul<s in tle contianuation of further

cetastrophic ‘rastage of timber.

Tanufacturing of furniture out of cane plays a prominent role in
Sri lanla. Iasy chairs, sitting room sets, circular fables are the

main items menufactured out of cane.

Furniture made out of steel and fibre-glass has made its appea-

rance as a small scale industry.

Prectical courses on wod worldng are conducted YWy the Junior
Technical nstitute under the jurisdiction of =tlie Department of
AHucation, produciang sxilled craftsmen. There are some vocaitional
training centres under the jurisdiction of the Depariment of Iatour

‘Yo give practical itraingin ia wood woricng.

3rief descrintion of the largest mod-voridug organization sponsored
by the Government .of Sri lana:

Ceylon-Plywoods Corporation is the largest 'Jood-worlZng Organiza~-

tion in Sri lanlez, which comprises the folowing units:

}ae

2L vood TFectory at Gintota

\
J
1i) ‘ood-wor'dng Complex at Xosgama
iii) Too carpentry units situated ai [loratuia and Xendy
iv) logging oroject a%t Tamneliya (21,CCO acres)
i)  Plnwood factory at Gintota:

Tis factory produces maialy tea chests required for “he “eaa
industry coasuming avout 5C,CC0 cu.f. of <imber jer nonil.

e
——-

addition %o %tea chesis it »roduces Du-miture items such 2s 055 ze
taoles, table tcomnis *ables, plymood doors, and nicidag sticl

n - ER e 2% s
required 3y ithe Textile Industry.

r

ii) ‘ood-toriZis comale: af Toszama:

Tis constitultes of the folloviang uniis;




a) TVeneer and ply;wod faciory
b) Particle board plant
c) Sewmill

d; Tully mechanised furniture plant.

all vhese uniis are integrated {o zet the optimum utili-
zation of the avalilable raw material and other resources. The
furniture factory consists of modern machinery required for :mod
worldng. The basic semi-finished raw material required Yy the
Purniture Plant is supplied from the other uniis of the “lood-
woridng Complex.

Plywood doors, door frames, office furniture, house-hold
furniture, wall panelling, veneered particle board and school
furniture are the nmain items produced 9y +the Turmiture Tactiorr,
It started tentative produciion of shui*les and experimenss
are 5till being carried out by the Research Tepartment of th
Complex with the assistence of the Ceylon Insti%ute of Scien—
¥ific 3oard (I.D.3.). The research carried out gy the I.D.3.
showed that the species growing in Sri lanim do not have the ne-

quired properties for the manufaciure of zhut<les.

The manufacturing of a new range of house-10ld furniture
was introduced Ty a UNIIO Zxpert who was aitached at the Tur—
niture Plant on an assigmment. During his neriod of service new
production line for fumiture menufacturiig, altermaiions to
improve the production line of »l;rwood doors, tere implemenied.

Ze also Iatroduced new designs of furmiture Sitted iih moderm

oo

metal fitiiangs and opened up an aitiractive shoi=room ia Jolomho.

orn out cultiing tools are sent %o cenirsl sriading rooms

for sharpening. .nother UTIDC xpert on Jaiu coctoring +“ho 'mas
attached %o the cemtral zrinding room o iniroduce “he mocem
=) ()
vecimolozxr of srinding and subsequentl: imprevred “ha standand
- (= o 7 &

0f <00l mainierance.

et v et e n . o 4 a \
--echanical ngineering Depariment tras also developed and

s et FR) b -, .
re-organized T cel another TMIIIX Iojert.

"




Presently another UIIIT0 pert is attacled %o tie od-
worlking complex. He has already started on an experimental ’
vasis, manufacture of block Toards utiliziang off cuis and re-

jected timber.

The furniture faciory is fed 1ith 0%k air seasoned ond
A ln seasoned “inmber. bsi of “he timber -—eceivad ig classified
as Class II, uhich contains local 2ard timber .a.s well as impor-
ted timber. 3oron treated rubber :vod (Jevea brazeliemsis) is
also consumed as s ‘raw material for the manufacture of school
furniture. House-hold furniture and office furniture are made
% of the combinaiion of vemeered particle board and timbc;'.

There had been some expert order for doors, dining chairs,
dining tables and office tables carried out successfully.

The mechanical processing of school furniture items is
dons at the Furniture Plant and seth to the carpentry units at
NMoratuws and Kandy for assembling.

Pittings:

Most of the metal fittings required for furniture production
are extensively produced bty the small scale industrialists and
their quality has to be further improved. As the local metal
fittings are of inferior quality, imported fittings are used
for offioe and housekold furniture.

Hnilhing Materials:

French polish is extemsively used hy the private enterprises
for finishing work, as the petrolium based produots are very
expensive. Two methods for polishing office furniture and
bousehold furniture are adopted in the Furniture Plant. Teak
oil and wax polishing is used for the office furniture and lacquer
polishing is used for the latter.

Upholstery Material:

Foam rubber, synthetic leather cloth, and coir matresses
are procured locally.




Further development and research:

For further development of the furniture industry research
work has been carried out by the Industrial Development Board.
As a result of this a wood-working factory was started to mamu-
facture furniture out of boron treated rubber wood (Hevea
braziliensis). An exhibition of furmiture mamufactured out of
boron treated timber was held rebently. This was acclaimed
as one of the best of its kind, in that inferior timber was
utilized in the mamufacture of furniture.

Sri lanka is a small Island of 25,000 sq. miles. The
people of Sri lanka have been blessed with abundant solid
timber in the past. They show a great reluctanoe to abandon.
This traditional raw material and raed plywood and particle
board for household items. However we are compelled to brea.k
this trend and introduce them into the use of plywood and par-
ticle board as ocur forest resources are dwindling fast.

The task before us is momumental. However, with proper
advertising and market surveys, we should be able to overcome
the odds.

‘ As the manmufacture of partiole twards was oply started
recently, the craftsmen scattered over the country have a scant
kmowledge and little experience on the applications and charac-
teristic.qualities of these panel products. It is also found
that the difficulties of muying them due to inadequate supply
has adversely effected further application of panel products

in the furniture industry. As most of the craftsmem in Sri
Lanka are traditionally used to the mortise and temon joint is
the only joint considered to be applicable and reliable by the
furniture industry. It is found difficult to introduce the
modern joinery methods such as glue and dowel joint. It is very
important to take further steps for the development of furniture
industry in Sri lanka as it is one of the major necessities of
the people.




Further research and development should be done to intro-
duce more substitutes to replace wood as far as possible in
furniture production.

The Government of Sri Lanka carried out a feasibility study
to make uge of the great amount of fallen cocomut trees form
the cyclone affected areas. It is intended to produce fibre
boards out of sooomut trees.

Assistance necessarily required from UNIIO:

1e

2.

3.

4.

Se

6.

To introduce modern methods of product design. To train
the technological personnel to up~grade production and quality
in the plants of the Ceylon Plywood Corporation.

It is advisable to get the serivce of an eminently qua~=
lified creative designer for further development of furniture
industry and to train local personmsl.

To explore the export markets, particularly in the Asian
market.

To study an alternate method for the manufacture of
plywood doors to minimize the material cost.

To research on an indegenous sutstitute for the expensive
Urea~foamaldihyde glue presemntly used.

To assist in carrying out research on the production of

shmttles.









