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The Government   ,'f Sri  larfta has  iuur.ch.ed an accelerate! programmo 

for building ICC,!"" houses   io scl-.-e the h tus •'r.g -rc'oiem o:  mid ile 

2nd  lov;?r ciase-:-.    The r.etrt t-ijor proli.'err. i:  th--«  firr.iehir.r   . f th^it 

CO,CCI houses.    .Is  the dtirand fe- f;rr-it--re '..as  ec-secr-antly leer. 

raised the   7-overrunent has díciíed to givi the trend for  :.hr-h?r   imce1- 

Ímpetus   for   the  développent   :f  firr.i'ure  -an': f a*i-:r; :-.-. 

The han on failing of timber,  th" -.me-gy crisis,   the scarcity 

of rat; materials,  and the ron-avai '.ahi li-y of ¡rape-io i   quaitty -..-ooc 

working tools lias   led  to an  incrocio!•-» increase in  th-î cert of manu- 

facture of fumi tu;'".    À.t a resuit   >f    'un,   r-icea o:' -.mod tre iuct.t 

started   »soaiatiag.     The Gov^rnnrat   -xu-   tahca fu-ther .it eos  ~ •> mini- 

mise the ~.:sh  of -.redaction,   cucì: as   liftm; the  restrict;.o.:s ;'•>- 

"•ailed for israing of timber  fron  til   .;t;v;^   linter   Jtrpc "i;i.:n,   '.:.- 

oerali.ting the import of -./oca wo .-Ih.;:,!  tor's  and fitti.vc, an!   tht 

Host of the household  fimir^'." • ia manufactur-1 by  hi.-  eral':.t- 

men scattered ail  rrer the cowatry.     Ther? au torn    tratara maia- 

tair.ing attract:.-re 3kow-rocm3,  collecting the  Lt-'ms  fror, rural   : rafts- 

men, and selling them after finishing,     .e. aft.-r eaaiiag  tr.i -tlielhr..- 

3ome manufacturers are havtng   -nail ;;o ;> :   vor. cm?  fac-oner,   tot 

rr.oiemisi-d,   or-luting their ovm designs,    host of    he worh ii.  tao 

privately 0v.T.ed er.tei-orises maau fat taring  f: -niters 1.:  ione  IT '.an' 

us tag  :'xi.li'   werke s ava:lib"e at   lo-,   tost.     .'._'   tins   f-rr.i tare   i.t 

fe- the  l;-".l    arte'   and a  fa-- mannten -era  rav -•  otarte i     -ohi -•'.-. - 

for erport.     .'..-  ir in e  asrai.ir facili;   íS  ar •• 10    arai lei...1,   tho 

timber ccr.svr»d b-' th~m it air s^as^iei  f 1 lot.-:; g tradì; -ina'  tifi:- 

of 3ia3 :ni:tr.     "ont   of the  co : its   :f their  items   tr:iucca aie   :c:t- 

fir.ed to mortise .and tentai as   they aie relucte«r.a     :   '. r-l.r. ••   "r^~   ~ra~ 

The .Ti'ate .lector taw mills consist  of outdated 01 rev.lar sait 

)r earring of logs.    This is  the starting point  of the -..as tag e ti 

..mher.    if tor caving the correct dr*ring methods arc not  follerei ft: 
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drying the timber.    Hence, as the moisture is driod timber is not 

evenly distributed, the properties as well as the durability of timber 

used by the rural craftsmen is al'./ays belo*.-; standards.    As most of the 

craftsmen cannot affort to buy modem machine tools,  the3r are always 

far away from the more technical and economical methods for the ma- 

nufacture of furniture.    This results in the continuation of further 

catastrophic -Tastage of timber. 

Manufacturing of furniture out of cane plays a prominent role in 

Sri Lanka.    Sasy chairs, sitting room sets, circular tables are the 

main items manufactured out of cane. 

Furniture made out of steel and fibre-glass has made its appea- 

rance as a small scale industry. 

Practical courses on -.rood viorking are conducted by the Junior 

Technical Institute under the jurisdiction of the Department of 

LUucation, producing skilled craftsmen.    There are some vocational 

training centres under the jurisdiction of the Department of Labour 

to give practical traingin in vrood working. 

3rief description of the largest -food-working organization sponsored 

by the Government .of Sri Lanía: 

Ceylon-Plyvroods Corporation is the largest 'Jood-vjorking Organiza- 

tion in Sri Lacla, vrhich comprises the folo-jing units: 

i) Plywood factory at Gintota 

ii) '.food-working Complex at I&sgama 

iii) TVJO carpentry units situated at ¡loratuîja and IJ&ndy 

iv)  Logging project at Tfanneliya (24,CCO acres) 

i)      Plywood factory at Gintota: 

This factory produces mainly tea chests required for the J:ea 

industry consuming about 50t^C0 cu.ft. of timber per month.    In 

addition to tea chest3 it produces furniture items such as office 

tables, table tennis tables, plyrrood doom,  and picking 3ticls 

required by the Tertile Industry'. 

ii)    ',food-T.,-orkir.£ connlez at üos:Tama: 

üiis constitutes of the follo-.:ing units; 
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a) Veneer and plywood facto 17 

b) Particle "board plant 

c) Saw mill 

d) Tully mechanised fami ture plant. 

All these units are integrated to get the optimum utili- 

sation of the available raw material and other resources.    The 

furniture factory consists of modem machinery required for -.rood 

working.    The basic semi-finished raw material required "by the 

ïurniture Plant is supplied from the other units of the ;tood- 

worlring Complex. 

Plywood doors, door frames, office furniture, house-hold 

furniture, vail panelling, veneered particle board and school 

furniture are the main items produced by the Torniture Tactory, 

It started tentative production of shuttles and experiments 

are still being carried out by the Research Department of the 

Complex with the assistence of the Ceylon Institute of Scien- 

tific 3oard (l.D.3.).    The research carried out by the 1.2.3. 

showed that the species growing in Sri Lanka do not have the re- 

quired properties  for the manufacture of shuttles. 

The manufacturing of a new range of house-hold furniture 

vas introduced ^ a UÎÏIS0 3rpert who vas attached at the Tur- 

ni ture Plant on an assignment.    During hi3 period of service new 

production line for furniture manufacturing, alternations to 

improve the production line of plywood doors, were implemented. 

He also introduced new designs of furniture fitted with modem 

metal fittings and opened up an attractive sho'.:-roon in Colombo. 

'.'om out cutting tools are 3ent to central grinding rooms 

for sharpening.    Another ÜITIDC inert on Saw doctoring who was 

attached to the central grinding room to introduce the modem 

technology of grinding and subsequently improved the standard 

of tool maintenance. 

Ilachanical I>.gineering Department -..-as also developed and 

re-organized by yet another "JITIDC Desert. 
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Presently another UITIDO Szpert is attached to the wood- 

working compier.    He has already started or. an experimental ' 

oasis, manufacture of bloc!: "boards utilising off cuts and re- 
jected tinker. 

•Hie furniture factory is fed -„iti both air seasoned end 

Id.In seasoned timber.    last of the tinber received is classified 

as Glass II, which contains local hard timber as well as impor- 

ted timber.    Boron treated robber wood (Hevea braz eli erais) is 

al30 consumed as a   raw material for the manufacture of school 

furniture.    House-hold furniture and office furniture are made 

out of the combination of veneered particle board and timber. 

Tier« had been some export order for doors, «w*i<wg chairs, 

dining tables and office tables carried out successfully. 

The mechanical processing of school furniture items is 

done at the Burniture Plant and setti to the carpentry units at 
Moratuwa and Handy for assembling. 

Fittingst 

Mast of the metal fittings required for furniture production 

are extensively produced by the small scale industrialist« and 

their quality has to be further improved.   As the local metal 

fittings are of inferior quality, imported fittings are used 
for office and household furniture. 

Finishing Materials; 

French polish is extensively used by the private enterprises 

for finishing work, as the petroHum based products are very 

expensive.    Tt*> methods for polishing office furniture and 

household furniture are adopted in the Furniture Plant.   Teak 

oil and wa polishing is used for the office furniture and Lacquer 
polishing is used for the latter. 

Upholstery Material; 

Foam rubber, synthetic leather cloth, and coir matresses 
are procured locally. 
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ÜUrther development and research; 

Bbr further development of the furniture industry research 

work has been carried out by the Industrial Development Board. 

As a result of this a wood-working factory was started to manu- 

facture furniture out of boron treated rubber wood (Hevea 

braziliensis).   An exhibition of furniture manufactured out of 

boron treated timber was held recently.    This was acclaimed 

as one of the best of its kind, in that inferior timber was 

utilized in the manufacture of furniture. 

Sri Ianka is a small Island of 25,000 sq. miles.    Die 

people of Sri Ianka have been blessed with abundant solid 

timber in the past.    They show a great reluctance to abandon. 

This traditional raw material and raed plywood and particle 

board for household items.   However we are compelled to break 

this trend and introduce them into the use of plywood and par- 

ticle board as our forest resources are dwindling fast. 

The task before us is monumental.   However, with proper 

advertising and market surveys, we should be able to overcome 

the odds. 

As the manufacture of partióle boards was only, started 

recently, the craftsmen scattered over the country have a scant 

knowledge and little experience on the applications and charac- 

teristic-qualities of these panel products.    It is also found 

that the difficulties of buying them due to inadequate supply 

has adversely effected further application of panel products 

in the furniture industry.    As most of the craftsmen in Sri 

Lanka are traditionally used to the mortise and tenon joint is 

the only joint considered to be applicable and reliable by the 

furniture industry.    It is found difficult to introduce the 

modern joinery methods such as glue and dowel joint.    It is very 

important to take further steps for the development of furniture 

industry in Sri Lanka as it is one of the major necessities of 

the people. 
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Burther research and development should be done to intro- 

duce more substitutes to replace wood as far as possible in 
furniture production. 

Ohe Government of Sri Lanka carried out a feasibility study- 

to make use of the great amount of fallen coconut trees form 

the cyclone affected areas.    It is intended to produce fibre 
boards out of eoconut trees. 

Assistance necessari IT required from DHTDO; 

1. To introduce modern methods of product design.    To train 

the technological personnel to up-grade production and quality 

in the plants of the Ceylon Plywood Corporation. 

2» It is advisable to get the serivce of an eminently qua- 

lified creative designer for further development of furniture 
industry and to train local personnsl. 

3. To explore the export markets, particularly in the Asian 
market. 

4» To study an alternate method for the manufacture of 

plywood doors to minimize the material cost. 

5» To research on an indegenous substitute for the expensive 
ürea-foamaldihyde glue presently used. 

6. To assist in carrying out research on the production of 
shuttles. 






