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Hides,  Skins and Leather Industry in Developing Africa 

1. At the Second Session of the Leather ami Leather Products Industry 

Panel it was decided that   increased consideration should  be ^xven to the 

conditions and situation of the Leather and Leather Products Industry, 

inter alia,   in the developing countries of Africa. 

2. The Panel ic aware of the difficulties  of gathering ¿ovplete and 

reliable data from the African region,  as well as the problems of 

standardizing the available data for the purposes  of statistical com- 

parison. 

3. As suggested by some Panel members,  a continuous  collection and 

up-dating of statistical data  over several years would probaba ¡rovide 

the beet way of carrying out  the above task.    It was  further sugg°sted that 

local as well as international experts working in the  field should be 

utilized for this purpose. 

4. Recognizing that the  recruitment  of local experts mußt  remain the 

responsibility <>f concerned Member Governments,  xhe Secretaiiat,  on itts 

part, plant to utilize ac  far as possible its own expert- in the field 

to obtain the required data.     In this connection,  the  Secretariat has 

prepared the attached table which - 

(i)    will serve as P  standard information sheet  on each country 
to be filled in by UNIDO experts in the field;    and 

(ii)    will provine the basis to update currently available data 
from all sources. 

5. Accurate and continuing information on production,  collection, 

processing and final use of hides and skins in each African developing 

country is clearly needed to analyze the conditions and situation of the 

industry, and the ways and means of providing technical assintance to 

improve conditions in each country.    (l3Rie Paper 1 deals with the problem 

systematically). 

6. The Panel may wish to consider and recommend the format of the 

attached table for the purpose of improving and standardizing statistical 

inxellig^nce on African developing countries in particular* 
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