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This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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Note by the Secret-guat

The produciion end consvmition of lesiher and leathec products
in CMEA-Buropean member count ~ies arc 1ot «ffic: al, with the excepiiun
of Poland snd Czochoslovakia. VPolawd by rupplied UNIDO with the figures
reproduced here. CGzecnoslovakiatc report was precentad to the Panel at

its Second Seasion.

The CMEA Secretariat in Moscow has offacially infoimed UNIDO that
up-dated information on the Leather anmi Leather Products Industry is not
available at the present time.

Tables 1 - 7 attached to this brief repory are mainly based on FAO

statistics.



CMEA-Furope

SUMMARY

The USSR and the other kast kuropean member couniriess of the
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA) constitute between
20 and 25 per cent of the world hide marvet, They are net importers
of raw materialc,

In CMBE4, “zechontovakin r taing itg lewaing 10le in leather and
footwear; t exports not only manufactured reods (footwear and leather
garments) but alsgo complete industrial plants to CMEA member countries
and to developing countries. The German Democratic Republic (DDR)
supplies equinment t¢ the tanning and rfootwear industries in the CMEA
member cauniries. The other Furopean CMFA momber countries, Bulgaria,
Hungaryv, Poland and Rumania are at different stages of development,
with Hungary 1t the top and Rumania bringing up the remr with the lowest
per capita income. A} except Bulmaria have develeped their own major
footwear industries aimed at export marketiri, with the USSR ag the

main customer.

The USSR, with a ponulation of 2t million inhabitants, is by
far the larcegt buyer of CMFA leather products, It 15 also a larpe
Yeather and footwrar producy r, It nreducrs more Tiynt leather than

the USA and as many shoes as the (S consumes,



USSR

The USSR it a larpe hide producer but ar. evra larger consumer.
It is a traditional net hide importer. 1! 15 also a large footwear
and leather producer. Tt produces {wise as iy shoes as the USA and .
a8 many ac the URA conrume:,

According vo information puble:ned 1n Woscow at the end of 1977,
only % per cent of *he shoes maaufaciure: ty 1he USSR have up to now
been awarded the State gualitv mark. Footwear manufzcturers complain
that leather surniies are wot of sufricient'y ph mality. Although
the moat frequent complaints are ahoul chrome ieather, it is knowm that
USSR sole leatner i: of poor quality, this could possibly explain the

reasaon for the low uuality of the shoes produced.

Contrary to popular helief, rhe USSK 1r uc longer a major buyer
of hides on the int.riaticnal mary-t.  Anneal purchases have recently
been arount 300,00C nider comparcd te 3 mullion Nides about tem years
ago.  Although in 1575 and 1977 v UL P <=rarted & wach reduced t onnage
of hides in the vaw vta'e, prefa i, o ouy its requirements as chrome-
tannedl leather from factern murcpe, o 19700 and again in 1979 it reverted
to the import of larpe connager of iden. 15 rcnewed hide buying ac-
tivity by the USSE wan reported au o0 of .ne rcasons for the high price

of hides applying ou the ptorrne oo awr et

The (GSR haw masnta el s gh lavel of heavy leather production

and it is only in recent years that this produciion has tended to decline.

The actual tonnagen wre imprescive - Lnoe 'IGSP currently produces as muoh

heavy leatner as the developed zountries token together (see Table 1).




Eastern Burope

Eastern Burope, 1:ke the USSR, is a large net hide importer.

Production of footwezar with leather uppers is increasing in
line with that of the USSR. Light leather oroduction, however, is
increasing at 2 faster rate, while heavy leather production has
declined in line with the trend in North-Western Europe

The trend is towards development of mineral tannage and
substitute materials for upper and sole leather. It is not sur-
prising in countrieg having to import large amounts of hides that
they should give preference to light 1eather rather than heavy leather
since substitutes for the latter are more numerous and better estab-
lished than substitutes for the former.,

Information supplied to UNIDO

Poland and Gzecheslovakia have supvlied UNIDO with offioial
data on the Leather and Leather Proc'uct sector. The data below
sumarizes the information availablec at thie point in time.

Poland -~ 1979

I Leatner Production
~ Hard side leather 9,525 ton
~ Soft leather - 28,971 ( '000m2)

II Pootwear Production
-~ Leather footwear - 61,580 ('000 pairs)
-~ Leather 'synthetic = 78,012 ( n » )

-~ Synthetic = 16,432 ( » » )
- Rubber/canva.s = 23317 ( " )
Total = 179, 401
III Leather garments = 588,000 pieces (1,976 million slotys)

IV Leather gloves 3,663,000 paire ( 817 million zlotys)



Czechoglovakia

The total production of upper and sole leather for the
production of shoes, except leather garments and other products,
from domestic and imported raw materials are shown in the table
below for 1965 and 197°.

Production of Upper and Sole Leather

Type Unit 1965 1915
Upper leether 1000 m2 13,1 9,85
Sole leather 1000 tens 10,9 6,5

Footwear Consumption (1000 Pairs)

Type 1670 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975
Leather 26,368 27,075 28,641 26,677 27,692 26,041
Poromeric 9,936 9,53 9,184 6,747 5,514 4,824
Rubber 4,168 3,682 2,932 2,654 2,861 2,310
Textile estc. 22,650 23,731 23,941 23,812 22,937 25,008
Total 63,122 64,018 64,698 59,890 59,004 53,183
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We regret that some of the pages in the m|crof|che

copy of this report may not be up to the proper
legibility standards, even though the best possible
copy was used for preparing the master fiche
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