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of the demand in the country-side. The possibilities of setting-up mini-
micro hydro generation units differ in different rcgions of the country.
Water resources in Iran are generally scarce, however in the mountaineous
regions of north and west there are many streams running in very steep
terrain where you can easily obtain large heads, and many cascades.

There have also been many corn mills which can be modified to sites for

mini-micro hydro turbines.

Another source of water supply in Iran is the traditional "qanat"
which is very common in drier areas. Qanats are underground tunnels, some
of them tens of kilometers long, which for ceuturies nave brought subterrancous
water on the surface where there have hcen no surface waters. There are
thousands of qurnats throughout the conntry which give perennial water.
However because of the low head in the qanats, only those with higher flow

can be used for mini hydro.

Those were the potentials for mini hydro development in Iran, however,
the concept of mini hydro is somewhat new for the country, and before any

serious consideration of its applying there, in addition to a thorough

-

survey of the soil, water resources ctc., the cconomic side of the matter has

to be particularly studied in the case of an oil producing country such as
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