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Iran  with  an  area  <•><; .Vauif  ha I f   ludi.;',  has   i ¡-, ti,.. IMr,re  than 

l/20t¡i   i.f   the   liiUor-:,   ¡u-.Juii..; ,.,».      M.  ,-..•   Lnan  ha > f  oí'  tins   papulation, 

i.e.   abolir   20 million  are   Seit. î iv - -d   ¡ e   nove   than 6U':!ü¡) villages   alJ 

over   an  arra  araumtmp   i...   l.i, Mí 11.",,   -quai.    1.1 iemetci s . 

Tlio  drive  to  creato   a  azionai   vNcl.iciiy  ;:u(!   t in .,;;;;!„.ut   the 

country which,  u,.  lo the   lo^lm -on,   thr   leur-   na    i,ee„ on   it,   .imm¿   its 

other  djsadvantage.,   has   |,Cu.  cnalue   t..   r.nv   cleririci,y   ,.,  „k,rc   than  a 

tiny  percent  of the  villap.es.  and   that   oniy  to  ila.,-   \,,;...ny.)   in  the more 

densely populated   areas.     The bi.!K   oí    Iran's   villages  especially   those   in 

remote and   scarcely populate.!  areas   h,   the com ral,   .outhern and  eastern 

part  of the  countly  are   • - til:   deprived   of  elect) ieit). 

The   former  regimo had  „  hu;;e   nuclear  elee t ri ! nat L .»•   plan  to   priviile 

23000  Mw  electricity   in   ¿0  years.      I,   was   supposed   te   suj.pl y  electricity, 

through  a  national   grid,   also to   (he  villages.     This project,  however,   like 

several   others  whose purpo.c  was   not   prosperity   |)Ui   the  so-called   prestige, 

and  whose   results  were  an   ever  i „OPINIS i ne.  dependence  to   foreign   technology, 

foreign  „empower  and   fore,.,   raw  ;nr, ; c ,i a I ,,   „.-,.,•   :s   abandoned.     The   resulti,,, 

gap  in  electricity power  supply   in   the  coming years   is  to he   filled hy  other 

means . 

Mini   hydro power peñerar ion  units   can be one of the ways  to meet  part 

á 
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of the demand in the country-side. The possibilities of setting-up mini- 

micro hydro generation units differ in different regions of the country. 

Water resources in Iran are generally scarce, however in the raountaineous 

regions of north and west there are »any streams running in very steep 

terrain where you can easily obtain large heads, and many cascades. 

There have also been many corn mills which can be modified to sites for 

mini-micro hydro turbines. 

Another source of water supply in Iran is the traditional "qanat" 

which is very common in drier areas. Qanats are underground tunnels, some 

of them tens of kilometers long, which for centuries nave brought subterraneous 

water on the surface where there have been no surface waters. There are 

thousands of qufnats throughout the country which give perennial water. 

However because of the low head in the qanats, only those with higher flow 

can be used for mini hydro. 

Those were the potentials for mini hydro development in Iran, however, 

the concept of mini hydro is somewhat new for the country, and before any 

serious consideration of its applying there, in addition to a thorough 

survey of the soil, water resources etc., the economic side of the matter has 

to be particularly studied in the case of an oil producing country such as 

Iran. 
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