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Nigeria is o CCUGLey L wedt dirien, 1 og the T8t populous
in black Arvica and ore ef the dev dopins connraan of the werld with o
speedy groesth of mmdugirialisat.on, The coun.ry ewes tlhis irpressive

. - . . .
Browtli Lo 1 clnhipnin L oapteeat TeUmUraes, ine idend

ctimate as wetl

88 %0 the Covercmani's Apun~deor relicy sa indurtrind devel opmernt .,

The nerihiern »azis of “he SOUnL.rY, ceiny v farrly doy region, do
not grow thick roreuts, but rhcit §oces ana SYESBOE A8 1 result of which
1t 15 highly bieesed wiih cnisny rascueces and with crops such as groundnut
and cotton, In muny varts of the Soudiern rawiun, hawever, perticularly
where there zrs reanrves forenis, very uig treas vhiok cenatituie the
bulk of Nigeria's mapply of timber do gi0%. Generally the weather situation
in Nigerin conlg be divided into iwo: rainy ceassn from April do 3aptembar
and dry eecason from Qctober :o March.s 4% timas,; toemparainres sre high and
ranging between 70° . OQUYF, fThe climate has wo wdverds of fect on furniture
making if ceagonal wooda are uced, naciul care, however, hss to be taken
on furniiure coastructicn guring the monihe ot Decamber and January
when the harmittan is more prondunced necause of the adverse effect the
weather has an woodwork am « presuls f the shinrp reduciion in moisture
coentent resulting in ‘adnormal chrinkage. T s iy one of the rensons why
woodworking indurlriass g vely fale in Ve norhaern parte of the country;

a fairly Gcy regior,

<. THE WOODWORKFE IN NTGREIA

Tha profenuisn s one of the oldagl n Nigeria and it ie ver;
popular. In scheools ara collzger, 1% io wideiy taught in parioda devoted

%o handicraflt, becaure it iz ope imporiant 2raft that could inetil a

sense of creativiiy ir the student, Un the drofeusicnal front, there are
two main clagre: or woodwarkers, namely She carpentur who specializes
; Y

in dbrilding and other asawy conssrvct ome Aand the catinet auker who

specializac in fuprn;surc waking and wophisticated Jelnery works,
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elefines an Ahe mecoiloy 0 oo o Gwea oo, e e ulr o ihic geareness

and derind the e Don w0 Toen Mo s 4 Aie . of fuaniture
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factories over e FeRoay LnGat e romre d Jaae s ore vopgtabloe, There
are Merdfeu, Aacim,er, o000 Cwindon0ms Rasa DYon laru s Are BLRGERLInG

to fiad theis fest.

A, TEAIDING WACLLITlhe NS MaNeOmDi LERUS I FBS GUNTRY
L : &1 :

In comparyesn with e swnpousr aneds ip o ha swdustry trailning
faciiitres rave proved lasdequave to piiie ef too fcvermnent's efforts
to expand the azirtinr ironing lautifatione, $iie 4. 8C BovclBe there are only
five Covernnani technicn! iostilutiany 1 “igsvia whe:: furn:iure makers
ara trained. Trhe eavine’ i anmsl ontyed 0F studer s of haese Governmant
ingtitutions iz aboui ove Qurdred. These studonta are taught up to the Gity
and Gnilds of London Ypowituin Tntarmedinie Sortifionts leval. The
annual student e'utf‘..-t. o7 chogo ipotituticone ruorezents junt aboul one

parcent of the tanpouar nee s o) Wha daduaic g,

I will, fthessfora, o ceen that il .0 4he movete coctor that provides
tha oulk ci manproer acede Inoahe dnwobi,. In gnite o Lhe informal
way e owhiel Lhe e vl soctor ter truiacd, the quatirty of their
WOk 18 ayoreniabic b frie Setescoueye sharast ey oy L saerultme-t of
manpower o the ~“ndigtoo e Lhe peeropeace that sogi sMnloyars have for
the infornuily toain 2 vCrkey to 4oe lormall s rni, s sorkers, The
I'eéaAsoOnE ave Lo hanid (o wiertiand, wWhile ine Tortal Ly *rained zlags would
attrece a byl vats o0 semeneroiior, the ravesss r ths caze in reEpect
of the informd 'y tra.oed clagu, Jan wmployver: Fucths; nuitrers their
argunort in ravour of Shis elanse o workero Wb thn und, iriable fact that
in most Sused L3y uare 002 DrodeCTive necALse, belle conscious of their
limited provpecis ag v vonddi oo aloLepaly, thuy uaek very hard to angure
con‘anued emalonme ot Vhe 1o o0 this clasg of seriare, Lougyar, favours

vhe capioyr wiceo oibe 00 preo sl Lo enianed in Lha pigeear, The employers

have anciher chony ourie 57 s Guer ot oty T, it g tee

; vk, At ™ ~ kv e )
“eprranticon ot Tl troimius 08 Lnale anprariicas \WBT ip hrany cases
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quickiy waeful %o the cnplesars G preivetiag rrars foom eo iy the

ansk i lled Tortour roeatuiccnaria of the petohiislonen., The Mivoeateyr ot Tate

has a peadive cvatan Por ool iled anrs sor T hlano om0 s <, the

higher ke rununeration,

Unfertunately, howewver, wxsapt 1o Gover ment sorvices nvd aoms other

.,
[SGRCTEPES ¢

reputavls sefoh)isbuenta, cony wvlovera, due Yo rrafis mediorag

y dontt
raceive windly ths enpicyests allainqenit of higuer grade: sinca the
employer was auite sontinlsad with his sarvices wha's g the lower Wrade.

The employue immediately cetn {ruuirated and

Iy
i

IE Gveale saga. deing
sonscrous of nis pracibics’ ability, ne vretires to privice practice. T4 is
this trend that accounts for the increaning wumber of turniture enterprices.
He feels hs can ge it alore; being coraciouvs of ioe {airly cheap panpower
market, it is unforturate linat he docs not coneider that it would be more
profitable for hir Lo go into purtuccskip with emerianced colleaguaa,
Because ne ip completely alien 40 mark t rescaren and sciertific sales
promoticn, he produces articles net on Aemend but 1 wdvance of demarnd

as & resuit of which the nrviicles wepreciote daily in value wnern ou display,
and are in the event sold ai . loss, or are unseld, The g1ivation, therefors,
demands the need for educating thase "overnight sropriebors” or the need

to form themselver inte cooperativz untis that wouid oe wore v.ablo and

desarving of Governuciute)l assistance,

Se  QUALTIV OF LOCALLY MADE FURNTT &7

I am Lappy to reprart toot tnie is very encourapiag. Unlike in the

Years gone Uy, when proiarerce was given o imporbed Cene; Ahe Nigorian
cugtomer nuw has 3 wids lccal marke!l to choose “rou, Tren theuph there are
some well eastadiished and Taniiia, fornabnu-o ituiing rompanlies, 4 would be
unfair to mnble out Any One 4f voling the pruducer of the highest quaiity
products., in fanl theee are meny fiers profucing nieh quality itams of
furniture, bur vecavasr some of guch Tiomu bave o coleatiffic appreacn to
marketing, they get on beticr than “he otic o. There are fow 2180 which

form part of zajor building conetruciion firme and an & result enjoy the

monopoly of supplying furnituvre to ouildines coretructed by their parent
bodiesn,
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of Furnitur For oral syl o0 iy men tan. ., sowsune, ascniiects often
Producs jusmisure weslins v oswoersl asd tor Susldines des.gmed by them

in particular, T pesswinally beis the wics tnat anyoedy is oa deasigner,

Thig L3 vecnuse rany Sugloners whoe sedurity thoeir vtens o Surniture

often dictule ihis Cosigne whivh ‘r nodt cases are origiral and {ron which
the Miniture anker hincelf woiod o caeful ideat. Li would then be up %o
the furni'ure make: Lo ensure thal i se folluwing tho design of hia
custemor, Lae cowvorlional asvects of Tapeajfure designe eusn ae sitting

Lheignte and worring hergzhtin uare vespac!eo.

6. HARKETING OF FURNITURE

In veesnt poarc, Cucniture manuiicturing sorpanies in Nigeria have
realized the importance of wrrieting o v 1mdus®rr, An 8 resuit, each of
the well-estaslisned comporier mainteivs ~7 forasdan.e sales forca. In
recruitment to galew vealn, prelioroves 0wl miven to cand:detes who
possrga baih tho Kpowledee of markecrny and the fursiture orefi. Such
employveas wre clagpified ac "Morpnirad galan P Sioape’, The main parkets
are resivent. .l hoasas, offinue, reh. Ve, eoauercina® we ses, nospitals
and other sredaialiona, Distribauion vy usua Uy dore w9t ppecialis
conciructae dolivavy vane, My Mipee e sttuor oaed ogents collod
"distributore” viio ~re reqonsraod 3 0 coWiasIon Sanic, fha farniture
market in Migeri: in v owida eneoun eribs of weon noior Litton. | oam
not awnrc of oy wittgnon e sogpartat, woaf ytens af vigerias furniture
because onl: » fow asnuimcinring timme covld offord tha hazards that the

exportation of Marmitur: irvelvan,

From wny owr poial vi' sied, ths maisr Muvnd Lure mesufaet iring firme
ought 1o wor« oul o plan o cotbernt on 10 mininiae areag of urnececsary
rivalry i the mai<eiing of .celv provucius, The ars. of cooperation should
be puch that 2ach 1w shall Jidt ~ve wroduction to specific items of
furritura,unlakthe procert “00WAT 0L waera ol Limm jroduses all kinds '
of items. Tnues i suppe.vod Grulen of asoperatior

n, thr qiantity and
(plallt.\; or P:“Lciut:’..’.ﬁn el G omhaneag ICHING arer €1y anall I"\pldlv
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As o maxd seonloar an lhs oyl o Lotive of thne CINLOYET 1t naturnlly
bighs he & enle, Bie lrek of cduo 30n 2bout aGi2is rodiedion meibods
lecds him intc assuming Lhat “ha “ues pavessent on soms sophicticated
woodworking mochines sush s suindis nonloes, rautec, tonomer and sander ie

not worth it, Thic $a onn o 4hs oroons Wiy mancal babows o axceusively

proeant in lhe nndusivy n N.ogsrin. Sooae amployoTa aae beceming ir.reaningly
aware cf ‘he unaed Top

i
3
Pl

study erugeric ta b tadustry, bul only a few
firms could afferd Lo have onee T Wary CLaan one parn 1o anddled with too
many ragpoasibilitize ard ke L1, tharofere, wskhle to give hiu besi in any.
Because of the unscientiiis appooner e prodeedion rany fimms are unable
to identify coeratiors] Lettlomagcry s that wiov dows the rate of produciion,
Fortunatel: gome rirms bave avercoas Lbcae nrobicms ond ihcin production

methoda aray neariag vertection.

8. MATERIALZ USTH {8 THL PURN TURE JNDUSTRY 1N NLiGEHLA

Y

Excent in isoloted cases, materiain ouch a3 adhesiver, abrasives,
fabrics,lcather cloths, fittings, naiie, 3trows, weodvinieshes und plastica
are laperied in large quanciiies. Tneve arc pinue and leather procemning
factor:es. Timbexr 13, howcver, ine mujor material uusi iv the industry
and Nigeriz is Llucky fc be bemvily uviessed with t%is, Over one hundred
Bpecice sie avallable in Migeria Dut the cowsonest ones in use in the furniture
induatry are Sapale wsd Looo Ml g, Slda, Afarn, Tawx, Mansonia,

Iroke and Agva. 14 ‘e irlerest.ng wc nete it leas than thirty of these
gpecias rasad uu vummotial snecics oo o betn Intronused to $he world
market., Tho tulk or tn: tiube:r 1 Migeris evewr in tue Seutharn perts of
the counlvry, purticulaviy in ohe Edwesioon 3tate which hes one of the
largesat piyweod fauiories in the world, Micerien timosre and wood products

are cxported in Jarre quintivies a.d ave very popular throughout the world,

The ever-inevawsing growsh 1 popuia’ion «hich sarriaes along with it
the need for more land for n.c,1ng, fotming, devs)opmant ana commercial
purposes has 2eun tesding Lo o ocensuaerabils docrease an the areas of land

which grov the ireen. Kight now, 11 view of tar arer-increasing demand it

is vary difficuit to g0t well-eaascnad timdsre oa Loca! arkesa because




the ™te of crnwurtios 0%t not aliow adequas v.ue £or netural seasoning,
Kiln suneoning facee,ise ape vare ripe, A oo Toamuit canpupers ares forced

Yo use green Limbrer ot of the s n siina e which in noet condusive

%o high quuiiii) furiiture preduciicen, Sears heve teen eypresced about possible
shortaze of matuce tial_.  fur e Dok cww fow yesrs, Inoorder to

counberact twch o eitun.iv., the Fadoral 4nt ohe Seale Governaments of

Nigeria have eubariked o FeIBIGLI LI ATOgTAnmLD on s large meale.

9. USES OF BUILT-UP HOARDS IN THR THOUSTHY

Here in Nignria on'y plywood; dmcorative ¢t otherwise, is popular in
spite of the availabilitv of rav waterinln for ihe produection of similar
boards., Tr sone cnser, howevar, fivre hoardy ATe used, 1t mainly for
insulat:ing purposas, At present, tuerc are twe plywoed and verneer processing
factorien in Nigeria sns there are plant Lo Luild more aud to expand the
existing onego,

10. INFLUENCE OF METAL ANY PLASTIC O THe FURNITGRE INDUSTRY
IN NIGERTA

As bl maturali sheuld be, meini fornitivre is Lecoming popular because
of its msuitability fer mrn pducen ny RoRp tale ard hotels, Tn addition,
meta.work 18 used an supnor. - weaden furmiture in aone caaes, But
the product whirh haw oy far neG ‘he granteot in{lvence on our furniture
production rmetliods 16 tha lemirateq piastic of the formier type. The zustomer
18 highly -ttracted by its rlosey, deccrative, and wator 2r6of gurface
and would pay any nmount to rurchase aieme of furmiture overlaid with i¢,
Many furniture manufasturins Jmpanles are casiing in on this heavily
because 1% constitutes a ghort course ¢ a hizn rate of profit, Thie in
becauge ithe bade work on vhieh tha niastie 1 laid could he very cheap,

The tendency i such ot nang furysinre maavfacturing coupanies, quite apart
from using the wminaied pisst:e for the purpeses which motivated its ipe
vention, now laie delight ia uming it on rtome such as wardrodes, cupboards,
doors, coffine, radic and tolevision cahineis and, 8trangely rnough,on chair

armg, The popular:ty of thinm prodiet hag rogulied in an alarning decrease

in the use of decorative vaneors,

P
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The 1ature ol the inauetry iy Nagurei= Sn wory b 1nte dlrendy
e sound foundation hat beon in14 and “he sountry's pichness ir row
materiols noededi in Lhe wndustey wg a fivs fFrevantae of this forecant,
What we nced is en expeosure Lo tie modern trends i bhe industry
pavticniarly throush mucierization, There is nead Sop greater awarensecs

ir the uge of macki=ary ani the traizing of officisant bands to man them,

Through the arpropriate fovernment agencies, trne UNI0C would explore the
possibility of ronmdaring ass:ptancz 1p ‘ho tratring of the manpower needc

in the industry. Lpagt from the nesd te expard lhe existine training
ingtituter and 1o equip thom with adequals machinery and tools, there is
the need to esrose the teschers to modery trepds in ine furniture industry by
vay of offering them fasil.Ziae Tenr chort term opeihe-job training in
advanced 2ountirise. Assistance sould algo be FLvea in the actting up of
furniture itdusiries in seloctoed rursd arean 2 it ie now the case in the
Westers Sinte of “he eountlry where o United Natiors aEency it rendering the
assistance in co-oparation with “he Stete Government. 4nother area
deserving of assirtance iz in the salting up of the wocd Erocensing
factories becsupe nn alarning guaniriy of Limboer is o{ten wastad in the
proceas of convergion, The Federal Beparicent of Forest Research is doing

a lot of ork in ihe growing, pre-ervation nnd uiilization of (imvers and
it is deservipg of technical afFiuptontes fwober iz obtainable at an
appreciable quantity as a comuic of whieh foum ami natural lalex sheets are
produced in reascnable Wantliies, shersiy booating the wall-palronized
market of uphelaterad furnitore; but wita the nvailanility of large qantivies
of hider and skins 1 Lbe Northerr arens of the country, assirtance could
be riven in the establishment of a tannery for the nroduciion of leather
cloth. In view of ite popiiarity, assirtance could be piven in the satting
up of & factory that is capaule of producing lawinateé plastics of the
formice type. If nssistanca ia fiven in the few areas suggested, the diverse
and difficult problemr confronting the induxiry in Nigeria can perhaps be

appreciably reduszed, und Jigeria would then he in a geou .opition to be of

assistance 10 som: ouvper countries of the world in the fieid of

furniture Induet rY.







