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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
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In Greece the LADNLUZ 1o0URUY wi ALd7000 Mped anl lesther sole 1S
ata valatively hiph .owral of owot et 0T ap o ‘he fo wear and

ieather products induscries. bLxled: For tne pieots 0 the city of Pavras
and the ibLehic ©i ByUlacoo, soede ohie Shes o ARNaa Soain coagetve the Filpas
stage of processing, the tanning industry, hae rct vet developed  full pro-
cessing facilities for guat and shuep ohios, Baweoer, givon the inter-duper
dence of the footwear inmaustry and the tanning incostry, further development
of the Greck footwsar industry wili hv the lasic factzr for Lhe deveicprent

of the Greek tanning industry, and fuproved gquality of donestic leather.

The contribution of leather fartories in the industrisl activity of the
country between the years 1903 #nc 1 56E showe! a decline. The decline, as it
appeared from gstudies and informarisns, was poteq ar ail thres of the basic
{ndicators of economic activity, i.e., in the aumber of enterpriscs, the
nusber employed, and the value added. This was trug for tle large industries
as well as the crafr imdustriec. Thus, the leather industry, during the
above period, did nor follow the same raie n# 4dm=yegiopment in the country as
other acctore.

However, from the varicus data amd tnfapnation which we cullected an’
from the analysic of the statistical date of tie tor ign commercs for the
years 1970 to 197%, It appcars thet the cynat ¢ ~haracter of the fieceky leather
industry and eapecially ot the Fortwear ndunity, hedan shewing satisfacrory
results, from a producticn an! oxper’ neint of view, dguring the last years

and shows grest potentiai for tne future.

The industrv of leather upper and iaather s0.: 15 dependent by S0% and
a0% respectively from imperts of raw hides aad skins. On the contrary, the
industry of small animals, receives jts skins, i.e. goats and shecp skins,
from domestic production, except for the craft industy for linings, whieh
{mports its raw materiai malnly from airica,




The apparent consumption of Ciden and skinc (large ang small animals)
for tha years 196, 'Uho and 1071 ac-ovdics to sianintiaon oo impacts,
. e . .
enports wnd dovoctic peoduction o oapmrowimately as

hides ard siins)

pRIES LUk 1971

Lapae tmalio Leege  Smakio Bange SoAldd
Produciion ALou AN RELS 4700 gEND 10200
Plus Imports 270¢ 650 £750 1300 10300 1300

16800 3105 15350 187¢6 16000 1is00
Minus Exports - 6800 - 7250 - 7050
Apparent Con- 18608 2300 15350 3880 19600 4450
sumpion

We may state that the supply of domestic raw materials iz to a c:ert;in
‘degree inelasti~, despite the special medBures taken hy the Coverment for
the development of meat production. the dependence on imports, at least
shert and mid-term, shall becom: grearer sinee the consumption of cattle
mcat ag well ac lesther nroducts is expected tc increase as well. Thisg is -
concluded afrer taking inte consideration a) the growth in the numbers of
cattle, goats end shrep in the cvuntry during the period 1952-1969, b) the
meat producticn ard the by-product of leather, of small and lavge animals,
during the years 1564-31369, ant 2} 1 e nunbers of anim ls slaughtered
annually during the periog 1962-1970.

One of the basic weaknosses of the Sresk tanning incustry is the lack
of eppropriate industry for the nroccesing of sking from goats and sheep.
This raw material exiats in abundance anpd in excellent guality in Graece,
Thie weakness has been identificd, discussed and studied cften in the last
years without any active steps having been taken up to now to cectify the
problem., ' : '

Taking into consideration the oxpected favorable development of the
Greek footwear industry as well as the econcmic advantage for freece which




resulls [rom the onpott of v Cvnn G D e LE e o ar e e
processed goal and “neeb skino, The GoZontilv Lo cownlor Uoo industriol

procosging cvela of small erine or ooy orantrmy e lnnad e

The suhstitution of cther maverials for watunal leather took place

in the footwear industry, alrost exclusively For the leather sole and in

L1

the leather products indusiry, mainly {n woncas handbigs, dricf cases and

to a leaser degroc in lualthor clothes,

The balance of foreign trade of hides and ekins and €inished leather
during the last ten-ycar pariod shows on the average an annual surplus of
about $ 7.000.0C0.-~

Comparing the quality of the domestic sroducticn of leather upper and
leather sole, the latter is coasidered satisfactory, while the quality of
leather upper, for reasons we mention above, needs improvesent, particciarly

the item used for exported foutwear.

In 1971, domertic produstion of fini w4 leath.r was eatimated appro-
ximately as follows : icather upher 24,200 thousand so, Feet:; leather sole
3,000 tons; and lininps 18,300 thousand «q. Feet. [n addition, the productive
capacity of the leathur apper indusore fo 30,000 rhoasand sa. feey spproxi-
mataly, while that of leather sole wd lisine i+ oo axizmasts iy L2000 tome

amd 20,700 thous o1 es lent Merpeciaveay

The domestic connumition of footwear Aupins thr 1o=t vooapg, wainiy dus
to tho rise of income, iner<oced o anmraeimitely 15,807 000 sairee {n 1074,
Parallel to thig, Greek exports of footwaoar mads a rosarkabhle inewease,r ackins
from 00,000 pairs arproximstely or $ £30,00¢ annually in 1555 to 1,450,000
pairs or $§ 9,375,000 in 1971 and to 2,500,000 pairs or § 14,000,000 in 1972,
These figures do not include footwear purchased in o country by touristn,
However, despite the increase of footwesar production thare continues to
exist an unused productive capacity, inasmuch as the total capacity is esti-
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matal 3t approaincioly L 000 Vs e v,

On the comtrary, lzatbher poacde ¢34 pot demametpaty notewortny developments
ma:nly bacsuac of rthe lach oy wreanloation «noob is prevaloent pariiculaily
in this 'wanch of *re (esthar industev. The Yoporec an well the exports
were kept at rolorively lowe Jevels, and dosextie sroduction, beiag of ilow
guasity, v uted oy Jur donestic OonSamELi .

Regarding i+ evisting situsticon 3¢ avcessery materisls of the leather

induntey, it may be said the toshie Laets ar? kesle ars considered satisfactory
for the needs of domestin LG;%ﬁﬁﬂtzni 2y well az {op owports, Op the contrary,
the cther accessory materials with o Fow exceptiors which ire acceptable in
quality and guantity for middie and Jower quality leAther products, are
imported from abroad. Tiie it becausc this branch of leather iodustry is under

development in Grecee.

The fastors whish during the last bton year period assisted the consumption
of all gorts of producys of lesthor in Oroece wers principaily twe @ the per
capita income v the yeneral iperedse In the siznaars of lieing, These two
CFactors, zlong with tho oxegilent guility of foorwear and *he increase «f the
tnternctional tourst povenent and trend o oowerd timitation', reonlted in

G Wiy " %
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further srrenghtening the o

Eo o popirds erporin - WPl 0 e Dy oo dr e the hanie factors for

thear rapid davolenwend dusing fhe dace fhere ¥oors oay b attributed to tae

following + firer, the aolicy Folius the rore davelopsd countrlen U0
therselves froom sotivities Miabor {vtenaivey cesond, the exrellent quality
of Creck footwesr., ang thivd, rheir aaterpalionoilv competitive prices and
good desipnes assistod by export moasires uch ag :sf&*é of duties, lower

Viater@st rates, «tc. on the exported {tems,-







