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DEVELOPMENT    O? LM;!h?R    INDr^.:Ttïï     tii BULGARIA 

From the poi:it  of vir.* of Itr- ^^"r^!"';i   ••«-  'a-Cin' 'vi- 
brane h of the leather and fir* inclus try coula t-ii'oly bo 
ref errati t.^ a& VUO OZ --*J->   ^J.U«.-..L-L .Lì-. tl\vj couAtr.7 «"Tui&orouG 
old records fend documents mention î>c  tact that  tiio basic 
activity or the Old-Bulgarians was "r.j.iiíJi%; niid the related 
to it animal husbandry. They certainJ;/ :jiev/ sorse trades 
connected with ti-is activity including pTocoacin^ of hidot 
and skins and manufacturing of varí, ou K lenfchov articles. 

At the boginninE of <-av ora nidos and sJcinc» served the 
Old-Bulgarians an exchange unit:*, in t*xoir rcl&tiond with 
the surrounding tribes»  v-.-ich later en was adopted through- 

out the whole Asiatic ^orid, Thvre is even £ hypothesis of 
an »minent Bulgarian so^entxst that the name of the Bulgarian 
people originator, fresa the name or* ta«?, s cxciange unit called 
"hulea". 3her3 ari fino a nuribt-r of historicbl documents re- 
lating that by vf century A.D. precessine of hides end skins 
was a flourish in-, trade  ir. Bulgaria/»   it.'iz:i and that the 
leather »anufictured thsre v.ua i. aoh Uok'H after. . 

All socioeconomic changes "'hich accotoni >d the development 
of the Slavo-Bul¿,ariciu ¿t-  ^ (CôO A.T.) \u,-il isa fall le g 
under Ottoman rule O396 A.!).) and during the period of 
that noie did not hold bac* leather manufacturing. On the 
contrary, it developed further owiüg to the enorrjous milita- 

ry demand of  the ottoman empire of f oowv;e*»x and leather 
articles. The good qualities of tho Rur.sia leather nianu-   • 
facturad in Bulgaria wer« known ¡wad anion in demand all over 

Barope* 

The towna of Gabrovo, Lovetch, Sfaourcsn, Rouflsé, Sofia, 
Yambol and Sliven have established themselves as centres 

of the leather industry in Bulgarie. 

At that time for the productica of vsriou» kirns of solo 
leather were used local and importud cattle hides and im- 
ported vegetable tannins materials.   'Ch# \yper leather - 



Hussio leather,  r-m^-r,     -..-.,•'   .A^-t^.r „„,.,., w„ .       . •• '  -•-•• —   -   — ^.-:^ * ore. jr.a^utac-curad out 
of local ra'<r *-   --^r»s >••.* ^ ,...-,.,„. c.•}...,.   „- , 

material * 

procofrr ij-.^ ':.:•:   : :-r, ;    •;••.:•..-   ; 

upper ami  j ir !/••;;  ^'it^fTfi. 

At t.ie 3Í3.U« t .';.;-.•  •.'•V'V''..v'>üd ea   T..¿ie _'•?»-•   « 

.••••e--  »j.-.:  i M't ;v<.- -:: ^ixei - 

-.••I.--   U-:i::r--.rt  J-u-rla leather, 

lOC    lílUll:.' :••-.'    MP    í.rU»    Thus 

for instan,  r.ri.v^ t • ti-,   11,-^^0,  - lh,  ,0.v,íl7 (1Ö?8) 

¿00,OOC pciro oí" í- -»e v>,re r-,-?*;-*.-4 ^,«iiv ir. ^brovo only. 

Th« devuK-i^it  ..; •.•:-,    i,.-*, ••,-,   ru>  An;\ ^-,e or:iach ír<S3 18?e 

to IQ«* -   '-"¿e  Tiï--?T..-,M ,r;  i:.f -.-,,    .Q^J:LV ij-otr. íascUfc rule, 
was ctoa^t**.,;^ ,-, -1  f;,,í>:,,,,   re.:^;.   J0 ,, capitalist 
type ol  inoliati ;.a ' - z-.. •• >.n. 

Thin brando tad to over?c*«  ;.*,= t:,e^:-.:-,-r  ^  ,-ory respect 
ane to meet  :.hr   ¿;;:>? ácaan* c "   . v, -i. Tüe î,o j^eoìs government 

*••• - -'" •»••-'-    *•'=-   -**e >--.&-*-um or industry. 
The first ..-.^rstalle* 1*. •. hep iao-or-*.  ceue in-o uolng In Gab- 
rovo íí, r-'-.., Sovtaai >¿a-ü i/;^   tho f:.rst i e-ther process- 
ing »achinar-» wa» i-pcrt^  ,  r/..;r: ^.:.i:ir.e ta*. Clarín* of 
•ecUiùracJw: 01  rianoJ     i-.1a-t1.3r:   -  -chat .v!>-ì .-v.cn. 

In Gabrovo : or -,;,., i;irEl  ti*« in the cc:rtr-; vms introduced 
mineral tftiL-ir.fr- with the beginni« oí box c?J 1  production and 
later of vid lechar.  'J*h* lather iwlus tr.- davolyp*i on the 
hasi? or parti..], ixpo.rt of hides, vocable tonnine materials, 
rthrooo salts, a¿en end other «matillier;, aate.ials.' 

li)   "IQl^   thorn   Wi3-***   r" I    1-  •*•*«-,   .,...-:   .-»-«* ..^   „. , ,. c.,     v        , .     . 
"-- "   •    *•  •    •*-••    -**—    «*.<>..   /    jfcdx   ittr^Ul a^tu.ì.-ing   3LÏ20.US*» 

trial enterprises iî* the   ^uit^ ena none ir, taô  suoê lice, 

During World War 11 r-iaultla« fron the al*rr cuajad of leatiwr 
•nd shoes BfrytT»! ieather jtactœ-i-n «.íBA int.- ooln/er in Popovo, 
Vamo, Bourse« and eiäMhwe «it« ¡-.jraJy 3prc-.:laiiv« onds. 

The tfír.;*íiical  J¿'^ o;'  uiu  jta--.ï.€-r,  ftr enei. ¡-Lof? ^roor5ch in 
the perioe   ,: 0«, »*-a •!;•:-• induct:-' - • Unulon «-:s fa- e «fa ina 
the tecl-Aicaï bnüe st  fia bi-^cr   t;   th^ ^0¡:W4 couistrioe. 
Owüi^ t;   l»,:k  a;- c:-..jt;u  -.n,e.,,, ,.,,,. ^Lr,r;i #iird no vgry fclg 

"' 4-' •*Ji ••- -f-   - •"*.'   • '••• -f.t ici..-?i'.t    and 



that mia-- c«>t ^%cu^ •.. >.   -  :...-.,....-s.   , •.-:.,;.   .-'cl.-. 

ïhe bechi.alo, Jí ,-ü   ».• v?.l   >   ..   • -v. a v-.y  1 >..   .<«;_*.•/ '.._» absence. 
of qualified *.C*5V.1«ì:ò>I-,   ¿V.   *cx¿ ••--:•. r-'T r,i ;s,f,:a fc follow- 
ing certain "rc^;"-1" "-:*••'-   •'   '-•-    '•-'••'^,.,   -f *]i¿ chemistry 
Of the precesse*"- Ir. rar.'ifa^ti rtn^  .**   r.de« ana nkins. 

'2h^ first in< in stria,!  3toe ar/terpri „îC .1 • B^l^ítriu wag set up 
lu Ihtlaaa tr 19*'; *>>y tai* foreign fixa "iitd*"-. 

0a September %  " *"•;  the stase ci the braocb waii very ead# 
Äfs wae ¿wi ,  oí   on* iym«,   uo tLv ^«¿ar»! ecouc&ic cî«va- 
atfttl«r»f result ir.¿ "VU Weriu Wei* II a^;: oi  the other9 to 
th* iepossiMlii.' +-0 5apc*rt ¿w hide*; and r.ic.*,nsf and leather 
auxllllstr j rwtttti ieis-' « 

fa? seraral y#*r.i ;-ö'- I^<*-tn*»rt itti* .*y^ &bot, irimietry coctl* 
awtd to «ori. &tai;*¿,f ;'•#»* tae a£-$o> oí' the aray* 

% Ja»«y 1#î
Cî«6 IbATf »ore €5 letter industrial «sntarpri»»»» 

«fao»* capacities .«*r* usad tr> to '*C-15 % for tee h«Pd ama 
âO-JO S i*^r the «ifi la-^rher» 

®» first n*ífct<aa*ú  ec«Ti*"-j^ S at   "/i'Vr,**-—'"W--; croate the 
baoigrtmsd for  «-?*• 'is.t   t-l*e- :¿a ;v.^i-,    .• : -:ì. ,*j   w£.  %  socialist 
»ay oí* ec&ikíTÉíi: ¿r i-* : íi< ?•-- : t.;»2c:. s» 7*5 e €.iitei»pr*^t's workad 
aeeorairt; sc a/^tv-vei ••" uui   *-ít;i  --crm*!*.-*  correr c-i juasid« 
ta« cad /'ê't.rjii.,    -    ;       '.,„.... .» ,.  wi" '"-i-,  ornera. 

Heal opportunities 1er *± ktmaàjx** ,*M-na-i'l prodotti OK f for 
VMllSfttlGA öf -^atkîsvtp-itiGri savi spseírlísttiisn of the «Bta*~ 
prlaeß *«r* craafcéà f^liowjjic T&¿ ^ati-*n6li*»fcioii «f tlw 

¿atea«!'?  OB B<»4SÄeii 2Jt  Tjrt?. 

9» »111 of S* ti «à te«\m "mmsimmé tote «tat© *Mfr» 
Atp ^>> latitar» ¿?S Iter aisA 18 «¡Hte eotargel*«* «f varioue 
•Mpfteitla«« Ä#p*«e «Í ^«clfcli&atlojaj lett* of ocuÌ£M«t 
aa<i toeteology «Pi vftrio^ dkfp?«e& of imi£it%hlm*®ë* 

ÎMt ao>ooirda&et t''J, -:;'ra <-.-*«IciXic   ¿-•rtocipl'; wf â^^^i^piwat 

tiirry oat r«o?tj^rl£^-vi<ji£it fgaoigf«-¿-s /.-c «jid ipsclAlliatiOÄ 
©f tlui aa.tlo»AlÍttí4 tiìC*rprxs«»i»  *i*  toat, naturally» tod 
t# ^* «Ajr«ct%-J ktmA U: <U*r?6 »i -r. fci*- ratrlXjmtt öf tha 

gaa«rftl profetix* /'O^MC 

.-:-'.-.••,-„•.•.;,.•:"-.'.';":£•:.:  .'-,i-.'-   J!..^--",   .;.,.„J.;:..:v.:-   =^.l-ii."=:.'-r.:-'.^.^l7.^ ,-.^-.".^ri:    ..:vj>::,:..:...-;.-^,îjv;:^-A^-/jrj^^j=steA-i:^^^^^ .-..a^.^a^^â--,.,-^ . A=¿-SSfth-:-^-W-fa 



ijiiCA-Jlly  *;*T,' Ix-'ti^'-eu ,•:,'  í:¿IL! I *.-t, tuid :.D:,.^ unprofitable 

enterpriser -^er^  tscir e-uit^î; v/ss inferred to the 
amaiçutÊta«! ä^-.  At V-fc -ve  er v;-*S tne- r.u'sber of the 
leather ms;iuí ncV.-^i..?- erterpr ^s «í r^àuca^ to 26,  of 
the fur &w.x.:.:ïœU<e  ^   i «sä ci t.*e shoe manufacturing 
to ? also. Th«? process or «sal;*?—*Uc:: in fact continued up 
to '**y?% wlicu. toe l«-,ttoer «av^Ues of the republican in- 
dustry Mecatee onOjr 3» t&e ^* xanufacturine - 2 aad the shoe 

producing - 3# 

During fcfce period 1961-1965 -he leather, tur and ehoe branch 
developed at at a fast@r rate. 8*consteaetion of s canaio»- 
rabie number of enterprises was effected resulta*« iato as 
ügrovettont óf the production ef¿isicne* and the quality 
end «idanla* of the assortment; ff «A* article sa*rifacturod* 

A further aaalgaaatica ir* teo leather ovaiaeaa w»e effeotod 
in 1965 leading +«* i*p*w-*l efficiency of tiroÄietioji and 

the «tate aconoalc  .-^oration »Pirin* wse eatablinhod ia 
April 1965 ir; whose c-rrf.e:;, wer-2 lac ladest %h® mit&Wrlms 
of the leathei^, ^"t  ^-» r rV^c-^oc and leader cpoda 

industry of the -souiitry«. 

ftee eœpotafcion fuoc- the towk of a *pe*di*r carrying out 
of tb« meamir-38 oi eoftcwiwra^ion, rvt-oialiaation of t&a 
«oterpriiiea 6»a aexto» satiafaction of vhe demand of the 
population for prodacta of better oaality «a* «p^enranc«, 

»«lag this p*rio4 a basis ctange in ta« conütioaa of war* 
of «h» entaï^iô*« «»i tae quality erf the pro**** oocucft*. 
Carriad out ware ft slater af reooaiitniotioa» and iwpply of 
«p-to~dnte eiolSMBtV Ä« «apply a* ta* i««öi#r and ter 
aeaufftetariag eatarsspiaae «1*» ^*»« ** tkiaâ isprotad 
atta*!?. A» sh«» tudas«*? started the production of do- 
l%»# sa#*»   at oorreavaoAiKé **i««3» fc ô11 «ib-broiieÄea 
were ima-odnead improved Uclmoiogy and the aeaortMBt of 
the predarti» - afcoee, lenttar s3c^»*»Ct l*e*fc«r good«, etc* 
wao widened co:¿*íderat**y» 

üy ti»  tad vf i%^  tí*» "Pirir»*' rt*t-> ^.«tosie corporation 

iiatf 2¿  iir*or trial  en- v^*«-'"  Í!* -""1* 



• e •   i " f :1 r 1 r> 

r; i. 

h- Tapiri» e 
:.-  .:-:  lev.-Vi. 

the „*.  •>. 

COLCHA **'*!' 

WU. 

1  ^.-".-rr. ro- 

The dr;vf?^.vr- --f t*« 1r 

Republic il' J.',l£, .i'i*- :•-" -" 

arni i-'^i'--* '" •'- •'•-<-—  -'•    ~    '• • '     '" 

The production  of /.•:•?   o*v   ,, = - "" 
quiremerrts as +wr a-  +*       "'''   l' 
the kind of tfc* materiale -:ae.íí i 

Product! or. o.f Via leattar bas bc-sr. reduced tc BJJüBUíI 

owing to lack of loeal  raw material:   in onffttient quan- 
tity. ^ basic **»artaant cf he vi leather produced by 
ttw tnterpriBaa in this country ares tut* aola leatfear 
for cownWUstad toa, ordinary butt cole laataor. »to. 

to «uality the be.slc typaa oí hard leather are compatible 

to tto avorage wovld ja-coictie». 

*he leather «n^prlse« s^f a^r^ upp«r leather during 
tua lant few y»apa alaoat entirely replaced tí»lr MUM 

e*il**e&t, A «ajor part of tîie newly euppllad naoMnes   a*o 
«f sont »04e» «yy« and deolaiTefcr eoutrjtotted «o the ^ 
onm of Ubo*- productivity «M stabilisation of the *P*1A%« 
tettali? ime ir-troduend -^tow« on trt the dciw^e «f addili- 
ary asteri^n and in the cibrei   0f esrtaln -riessa» to 

aanuf oc turine upi-er leather, 

Mathenatie*! an* statatici*! «etfcoaa far w.« control of 
^   -.uaiity of tüa prometían «or« eUfcevated nao teplü^t««. 

to the yeara to COM it 1» e»ri«*ed «o toteoduen a projet 
for «it«atiü aystem» ôf ti» oreduotion, Xaooux sM nana- 
gesent* onoonaesiiig all the #st#ïpris#s of-th» e^aratiom 

«ite the ap»lieati©R of cabotar «eeonlw** 

in IMViotitf the «teto tm tue è******* of ^^^ 
inteatry are di*«*«* m««« «*» Ml«**« tootealÄila»! 

^^^r^iiami^tKm «ad •at*«ti«i <* ****** má *ttatog 

„«eta»» * •»*** I—*« of ßml^C*1f1/^U 
îàelUtatinc labour œd Inereaaii* tha cantre! oí tegolo- 

^al r^IIL« ttaa **r*«cn of «io ta^olosUal **o»t*«ft| 



- introduction oí* production technology for the pro- 
cessing of "buffalo aides into uppöx leatherî 

- introduction ox tcobnoJ o&r  Co? the protraction Of 
synthetic tanning ff.iterU.ix- ?w; fi'lerss 

- introduction  :?f x-tüening .aid iaprcgn-uting productst 
- introduci*.; or» 'V: t^tiaio. one.' í'or "ûew assortment of ar- 

ticles produce! or-.?- of \i/ iH^tb-ïT* 

The old equipjscii-: '"IVI ^-oru..*: I:  to. replaced üy new and 
partial automation w'll  be   intvoiiu-'wl a a follows« 

- introduction :>1 assoaV-Iy sg^-egatoa of increased produc- 
tivity for th« wet and dry procoqciiïi:, extruder installation8: 

etc.; 
- automatic dosage ar.Á automatic controlt 
- mechanization of icner-shop and inner-plant trans- 

port operations; 
- datila nnd introduction of automated scnageaent sys- 

tesia« 

A leading rol« in tho introduction of the technological pro- 
oeases in the leather au-i fur industry in this country is 
played also by thv Soi«tifi« Research Institute of the 
Leather Industry in Gftbronro,  estábil shed in 1963V 

In conclusion it bas to "be mon ioned that the development 
of the loathe? industry 1¡*- continuing at accelerated rates 
aiming at further raicinc oí fwshnioel isvel of the produc- 
tion and stimate ba^-hor quality leethsr products. 




