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PROSrECTS OF DEVELOPMENT 

IN THE UAH COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRIES 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Egypt is renown.d for ita fino fabrió manufacturo oince  the ancient 

Egyptian times.     FI .x was cpun and wovon into very fine f .brice which   .re 

exhibited at the present timo in  tho Egyptian museums.    Those fabrico wore 

or oourse made by h nd spinning   .nd weaving.     This  tr.ditional méthode cf 

production hid listed    nd continued over about 60 centuries. 

Tho first modern cotton textile mill war, erected in Alexandria in I9II. 

During the period of  the first Werld War,   the inports of textiles were cut 

short,  and the Alexandria mill v\a able  to expand and replace ito equipment 

with modern machinery.  The foundation of the modern textile  industry in thir 

country was only 1 aid down by the establishment of Miar Spinning and Wearing Cr, 

•'-i Mehalla El-Kobra in 1927.    Subsequently several other firms have been estab- 

lished such as  Mier Silk Weaving Co.,  at Dindetta and Misr Fine Spinning and 

Waiving Co., ,.t K.fr El-Dawar,    This growing industry wars suffering from the 

severe competition of foreign textile goods, which drastically affected ite 

rate of growth,  until  the Government intervened in I938 by ieeuiog an Act to 

consolidate B .nk ilisr anl/its group of industrial firme. 

The  outbreak of the Second World M.-.r and tho subsequent outß in textile 

importe,   helped substantially the expansion of the lcoal textile industry. 

By I953»   the oop city of the existing cotton mills was 517,364 spindles and 

15,760 power looms. 

THE POST-WAR  TEARS 

By the end of the w-.r,  devastated are s in many parts cf  the world had 

been seriously deprived of cloth suppliée.    Furthermore,'tho war had stimula- 

ted the use of coUon for industrial purposes and hence there was  a huge post- 

war demand.    In  the  large  textile producing countries,   thia posed severo 

problems of rehabilitation,  of recruiting labour loot during the war and of 

restarting and replacing machinery,  muoh of which had oither toen destroyed, 

moved out of the mills  to provide storage spaoe or had toon ncr.ppod.     Jroat 

J 
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efforts acro  therefore a-.do bv the i^-i•-;     i 
in tuo UK, ;.ro,,     ^   ^ 'X*J- COit0n UxiilQ prod"^ centres 

'.nd export nr.-lotn       sw   v.- m .   ., ~  in bota horae 

utilization oí  n ,-hino-v    n,,H.   - ' °UPply  Uld evertei' 

lévele,  MU1O  t!l0M nf    0(t„    ^ .    4' »" ""* »'. «» «37 ,»«, 

respective!,, " rtP* "'^ 6° »* "«* "* 45 par M„t 

w a   vi    A J*ec1'    in IJ/
^í   the ootton textn« -i«,»,   * »-s   ible to neet wnrlv   n   +u    ,» ' *e«ile industr„ . 

- ,litóle for th  " LT   dOEMdG Dy îs*"* '*l9S2 ••' •»»° 
"»j     ,ne   i» (.niQtrv din   »1*1+   ft,n . ' 

vit,! pMbton   .0 r.tolBg Í .   *   "'    "11V ,n"** *« i«P«t,P.e of BU0h 
•i-ing Lvoour productivity.  DrOBW «,. <„,. 

•**  training of technician    nd ^--  .,-, «-i« Unanoe, of meM^ 
rai techniques   .nd -mt^«-. ^ "^    •da"rtrt ,r« -? scientific proc?du*e 

production of 1932   .nc  195-.,  P     ' '   l'-01*8e»,e»|ly,   the imrpliis 

ition, preyed „"^'on  ^/^ ** fiffi.^»-.«« of intentional eoap^ 

*<> this h,d to u ¿^ • ;; Tv:     ns ailly LM
 

in **•»* «^c 
the Perneen, Coatee fo    Co^oV ^ ^^ U ^53  tta.. in0ti^ttd 

allowing funotiono. ' "    ^ '^ ^ "" *' U°n T3::fcUà I«d»atry «xth «^ 

(1)    a-.r.kctin3 pi-n.r.t-on r* ,.r+ -.,..   .     •,• 
förmig,! K-rlrots, " to;r^.ieo i« the doncatio noè 

\ií)    imponin" "t   id^r"- • ' 
<"0   Pi•:,« ';  »Ü*. I      *i;;U•n °" «» *»x«l. induatry p«^,,,,, 

\x* )    0'irry.Lno Crt  --v«      ' **   *«-—*-»» 

«tu. the'   ,„ o.-^.duo.n" ¿"Ä:"""'^'   •a""*» f tt. industry 

•W?«i<n ootton, 
"»«.* »tv^Mi sito, o; , 

'»* With ti.o   lW oi   thj   Jt. 'J •'•' ^;-y -•"«   tbo  Pem,„.„t Coatta,       ' 
B-"oc,. ,oon :o tho fiini3t; • ; ; '•-••«-^ --iva* „re gr:idu„.ny „erooM> 

» "«icie« orientai,.,,   .t.  „:"     c.:;-";.;i   K''° '"-»-"^ tn 1»,   lt ot,rt.d 

«» "unci .tin, ()f ::  Mtt(lû _       • -  ^   t«  t-xtu. lMu,tay   ind Jut 
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• (i). Encouraging the modernization of existing machinery md equipment, 
,    together with barring the impo.r-ta of second-hand m.ohinory, 

(ii)    Improving the eoonomios of existing production unita by inore-nins 
it» operating capacity'to at Mast the minimum economical siso, 

(lit)    Erecting training centres ar^d trainine programmes for workern. 
technicians and administrativo personnel. 

(lv)* Imposing standard spechi oations for the  textile products. 

(*)   Planning the eroesa production to suit the requirements» of export 
markets. 

(yi)   faking protective measures against undue foreign competition, 

|tii)   Directing the establishment, of new mills to new areas» where raising 
tit« standard of livin# i« meet needed, and where the labour force 
©an be easily recruited without vndue emigration. 

fheie policies have led to substantial improvement in both the technical 

and economic aspects of the textile indiuBtry. 

ft» first programme for the expansion of the textile industry as init- 

iated by the Ministry of Industry called frr the e#e©#ew of an additional 

©apaoity of 328, 850" spindled and 2,£64 loom«.    This had successfully be*an 

©©«fletad by IS^O. 

By the end of I960,   the total spindlage capacity was 1,184,642 spindles 

a|©o»pared; with 517,364 in 1952 with an increase of 129 per cent and tho te tal 

weaving e.paolty was 21,"08 looms ao against 15,7oQ in 1952 with an inore .00 
©f 38.8 per cent« 

The first five-year plan for ecoaonie development was inaugurated in 

I'9é0/l961't ana by now is almost completely finished,    Through the execution 

òf this plan a farther expansion in the textile i «due try took place.    The 

statistic© ©f 1964 ©àow that the.©apici tjr his increased by 512,35© tpindles and 

1,361 au torn .tie looms over the figures of 19¿0. 

In 1961,   the Staie proclaimed f^cialiotie de oreases «M oh brought vir~ 

tu Uly the majority of the  textile indue try - among other activities - under 

the Government ownership or control.    Tho responsibilities of operating and 

man ging the gigantic Public Sector thun ere  ted, were entirely shifted to 

the concerned Ministrios. It wan n, lüel at n earlier stage that public con- 

cerns with economic .ctivitien cannot bfa -un 0 .tisfaotorüy iv the Governmental 

tradition of routine is exercised.     It wa ¡  the intention of  the State  to 
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Present the st,,e in funotionin* 7 °^ot-'i°'»>. »ere Merged t0 re. 

«W..X «„pu.» Teitile o p;;;i; on
fl ide- *•* «• - •* i». * 

««-"•il/ m run oh,rge or tit\e' "   ; I• ^ aiB0' *»• " iB 
rge of the textile industry in the country. 

«• «*—«. bs  the foU„ing ^.^ _ ite amiiat>d firao< 

(«i|   Pl-mnii* Modu«« , eooiioiBio dewlopuwat plans. »   **.*«ii.i¡g production and airk««»*. «î^i 
ind export B.rket8. »"•»n« Polioie8 for beta tàe doœestio 

(ili)   0rrmi8il^ ext#nsiv    t^ij,,^ nTtnxw 

(!•)   °**"i«i»inf eoll«otir« •.-•*-•<-,     -. 
i—«•*,. requisii Ct^^T^lì?*1*' ***** *** «* 

W   Follow^ t,e obJtotlVM
y    .    T^* 8tCtl0ae <* th. industry 

(vil)   Planning r»-oi-ff wi» #4«„ 
ration   ^Ai e^ „sil80?!0?8/0* ^^S f1*** ****«#* m~l. 
th.ir econome. ** *nslon'  *> i»W*xt. activity and/o" i^í; f 

(•ili)   Appli e .tion of   DDi,a/) 

oí the i„dustey.      led reSearoh Wo**., u MMvf tà* palaie 

Alon« tue    bo^nentl0R#d u 

-io» *- enae ,„ur,d r^^"    C ^ f^" ***"• **— 
lB "«"«tion  .n, ln eoonolll()i °• *•* Ua* *> ««.*i.tial Uwn«,., 

°•.m„n h,V6 „^ „ b6 ;*;; ^T
po"oiw *>—«* *»•- * «*. 

«•« of export . .rlwt8.     .       0ff"WW •« *— «** M...Mful( in th. 
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SURVEY OF THE PRESENT POSITION 

The outstanding progress and development tnat took piaoe in the field 

of the ÜAR Cotton Textile Industry since the Revolution started in 1952 until 

1964i oan be surveyed in the following! 

Development in Maohine Capacity and Production 

Table I gives particulars of the development in cotton spindlago and 

looms installed capacitienj      production of eottcn yarns and fabric» and their 

respective values, and raw ootton consumption ever the period of 1953/1964» 

Referenee to this table shows that* 

(i)    The nummer of installed spindles in 1964 was l,397»QO spindles, as 
compared with 517*364 spindles in 1953 with an increase of about 
170 per cent. 

(il) The number of power looms had been increased by about 46»5 per cent 
over the same period. 

(iii)    The production of cotton yam had been* raised from 59,350 tone 
in 1953 to 131,230 tora in I964, with.-an inorease of about 122 per 
cent.    The inore -se is not in proportion with the inorease of 
spindlr.ge capacity,  and the deviation is due to the gradual increase 
of the average yarn count from 17,7's in 1953 to 23.3'0 in 1964* 

The value of the  total 001ton yarn produoticn was estimated at 
current market prices, by 74,8 million pounds in I964 in comparison 
with 3O.3 million pounds in 1953, with an inorease öf about 
147 per oeht, 

(!•) 

<*) 

C*i) 

The production of cotton fabrics had been raised from 319 million 
running aetres in 1953 to 582 million metres in I964, with an in- 
crease of about 82.5 per cent. 

The value of the total ootton fabric production was estimated at 
current market prices by 93.17 million pounds in comparison with 
34.4 million pounds in I953, with an inoreaso of about I7I per eont* 

(irli)    The raw cotto© consumption was 68,843 tons in 1953, whereas it 
reaohed I43»54ö tons in I964, with an inorease ct about I09 per cent, 
ÎMi Increase is not in proportion with the increase realised in pror* 
auction over the same period}    the deviation shows a substantial 
improvement in  the raw ootton utilization.    This can be clearly seen 
from comparing the cotton faotcr (i.e.  amount of ootton consumed/ 
1 kilogramme of cotton yarn produced) which was 1.16 in 1953  ¿gainst 
I.O95 in 1964. 
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DEVELOPMENT IH MARKETING COTTON TEXTILES 

Tahle 2 gives particulars of imports of cotton yarn and fatal« during 

the period 1955,19:3  ,„d referenoe to this Wl. shows that the imports cf 
cotton jr.rn, mainly ^»ing ,nd Medle tandBork thread8> Kere 

whereas  the imports of oottcn f,lrUs „„ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

decreced to 53 tons only in 1956, ,„d i„ tne mloKing ^ ^ ^ 

the import of ootton r.r„ ,nd fabrics were stopped,    Thi, el.arlv 8ho„ ^ 

::: r"iie in— « ~ - —*. —. *» ; :; tJ? •f Its retirements during the above mentioned period,    nd alno. 1560 it Uas     "" 
heen providing it with its entire -e,uireme„te. 

and f?hri7? * ^ '' "^ *~ ^^ « «•«• or cotton yam 

rr^.« „ oo",>n texme proíuota toe bee-staa4iiy *«•'— -* me inoreise of production surnlun      1*» ,. 1 auipiuS»      Ine   Value   Of   our   nnt+nn   +~~*J-i 
was about ? 0 mim, ., oottor textile exports 

^ut 3.0 million pounds m 1953, .„ compared ^ ,. 
i" 1964,  with a subst-r«-l  i,-,«-.      . ÍOn P0Und3 

quality Wo   .-!„ íb """  ^ *"fl1*-     ^"^ *• "<* 

the field I" ore " "" 6°U°n t0"Ue8 ^ ** °^>« •««. i- 

.1»  attriJt d I °nir°US ^     ""»«-I«,   thi. SUCC... is      Í 
mis shows   : t ; "T0:;prcduouca °rient— •-* »*.«». ..u«... 
- emotiv» ro     'I      ;e:"let irStry Í0 '"***>*- »"> » *««*»* in the augmentation of cur foreign trade. 

BaTCLOiMEM .'S LABoUIi TORCE 

The Socialistic Reform fostered by the Sf*t. h, 
1>W force sooial>  ä 

y the SUto ta° «•ted th. active 

'-«••.«e  o:re   ,ld    t I      "n  t    „' tenefÌtB-    A1S°'   " taB <i• 
«-era „ch„B„ fjl. ;.,''" "r0tlem <f UnWrlc^nt' - » P«* of a 
P-ticip.ted .«.,„«.„;,';„" ""i"4-M "' Uvine-    ^ T«*«e I^stry has 
^remonta. S '*" PKWMI

 
th•gh it. Intensive 
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Reference to Table 4 gives particulars of development in the number of 

labour foroe engaged in the textile industry (publie   md private sectors)} 

the total labour foroe in 1964 was about 206,000 workers as compared with 

about 135*000 workgrs in 1957.» with an inore se of 52.5 per cent. 

The particulars of Ì .hour foroe engaged in the public sector of the 

textile industry together with the development in their wages are given in 

Table 5,    Reference to this Table shows that the number of workers wis 118,00 

having total annual wages of about 17.0 million pounds in the fiscal, year 

1960/61 as oompared with 166,000 workers having total annual wages of about 

35*0 Billion pounds in 1963/1964»    The average wage per person per   nmm ha« 

been increased fron» II44 in I96O/6I to k206 in I963/64. 

nc.  ^in htìiuofi, 1 minimum daily wag» has been fixed and lupo set by the 

Stats and complete social and health insurance schemes have beta carefully 

devised and applied to the entire labour force of the industry. 

 Bwthar*„intensive training, programmes have been aueoassfully organised 

•*© raise ta* skills and productitttf of the labour foroe« 

,    SCHBŒ OP FUTURE DEVELOWOTT IM GOTTO» TaXTILI INDUSTRI 

The incompleted cotton spinning projects of the first five-year pia« fer 

economie development have a oapaeity of 93,000 spindles with an anticipated 
annual production of 10,000 tons. 

These projects are under erection and are expected te re complétée 
before the end of 1965, 

The future expansion in the cotton sections cf the textile industry» 

linked with the second plan for ooonomio development, has been studied by the 

Textile Organisation together with the ooneerned authorities, in accordance 
with the following lineai 

(i)    To meet the expansion in the domestic consumption attributed te. 
to the substantial increase in the rate of population growth and to 
the successive increase in annual income, 

(ii)    To oope with the potentialities of the   .valable expor\ outlets, 
A produotion scheme has accordingly been planned for the period 
1905/06 to 1969/70,    a summary of which is given in Table €,    The 
targets for 1969/70 produotion nre fixed as follows 1 
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Cotton „„.     - • 17z;ooo ^ 

•        ootto„ f,brl00 lii.oooton. 
»otto» ho.i.ry und«.*»       14(000 ^ 

foll0W8J •* i» 1969/TO a** OMMMi as 

«tt« >,r». . 44(000 toM 

t"t"'*1" 22,000 tel» 
•otte» ho.i«, und.w.ap     •   2,ooo »o». 

mfcl»*,at»d equip««* *«#» otta** ^ B       '   *•*•****•* aiutila 
-«*. d^lc^t, UWm J• «-wn« *rto Ur-mta plan fe* 

Cotton spinnin« 
C©tt>« weaving 

D^Bing, printir 
"•»4 finir bins 
Hîiieyy 

415fOOO spiiKti#i 

6,590 a«te«,tie i©^ 

41000 tona/antimi 
#•0 

In   ddition t© ta«  .boy-   '..._,, '*"""""1" 

PlnÄ **» ••»»«*• imi«, MW ttUi,Ä,#al» is «*•• *«tti« Ito i« tt. .«oond 

lB C0«clu8ion, it 4« endeBt tfcB.  #  ' 
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TABLE I 

I     

as-s^rr- s.»J fiJ-M^. kÀOI »   —   iUTOUUClXO n ana raw 00 tton consun iption 

: Tear 
No of _ 

installed 
spindles 

Cot toh yira 
production 

Raw oo 
Average    ootton 

eount     oonauap-, 
tion in 

Number of 
installed 
power 
loona 

.   Cotton fit ri es 
production Qty in 

tons 
Value in 
h 1000 Qty in Value in 

tons Billion million 
! running 

metres 
pounds 

if'53 517,364 59,350 30,268 17.7 68,843 15,760 319 34.4 
1954 539,518 64,346 32,816 18.3 73,947 15,800 348 
1955 566,866 73,065 37,273 18.4 83,162 16,300 378 
1956 738,794 75,008 38,254 18.8 86,639 17,990 396 
mi 855,792 .80,536 47,033 20.5 92,844 18,744 402 
1958 915,634 87,103 50,694 21.2 100,636 19t5l8 450 — 

1959 1045,884 91,111 51,022 20.5 104,393 19,518 454 mm, 

I960 1,184,64a 102,163 57,211 ¿1.2 114,914 21,708 482 68.16 
1961 1,279,458 110,743 59,570 21,0 125,176 21,970 550 78.10 
1962 1,340,373 121,074 62,450 21.1 137,843 22,166 604 86.57 
1963 1,331,500 123,729 69,288 22.4 136,498 22,714 574 91-80 

>4 1,397,0CD 131,230 74,800 23.3 143,548 23,069 582 93.17 

TABLE 2 

Cotton Ji<MEtiJ.e imports 

Tea* Importe of ootton 
fabrics,    in eons 

Imports cf ootton 
¿arn in tons 

1952  . 1,782 99 
1953 1,729 88 
1954 623 ; Ì.01 
1955 450 ; L61 
1956 -59 ; LI3 
1957 72 26 
1958 • - 5.' 

.. 
18 

1 1959 ir. 7 
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