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POREWORD 

The technical assistance activities »f the United Nations Industrial Deveion 
ment Organisation  (UNIDO) in the «eld of shipbuS« and ren£ 
have grown tremendously since the inception of the^rgn Ltion inlC 
These   activities include advisinc  Governm•^  ,*„    if 
«—»or theirshipbuilding ils^esS   „^piÄX 

UNIDO's interest in the Held is understandable in the light of the 

nTa t ? 'T?nCC <>!'*hi!>M*">* «"d repair in ck-velop ng coun r^ In fact, a gradual transfer of this industry from fW^l,m„ iY   i     i 
c—sw«-, »P^r to he under «^A^At'A 
india,  Mauritius, Pak stan   Peru   Port,,.«! -«i v*u«-"1 •" ortect, 

reason, for .„„transfer »re ,he increasing labour 1 a„„ IncultT n 
labour relations in man; developed countries. ">»icult> m 

„f   kThu*^/hl' *"', '"»«"<•'«•"'«"»«« under the general title 'Ttiliwtion 

^râ and nml ?„^7: '" "f 'VpeS °f Wood which "* ^»minR scarce, and protection from woodworms and other parasites necessitating 
careening up to four time, a year in order ,„ avoid extensive^aXrZ hi 
hull damage. Nor are «eel hull, always advisable for srnaH cX and 
m any case they require expensive mctalworkin» m.,1,., 11 
highly skilled labour mctalworking machinery as well as 

costs and life span. P    C' í*1*01•*"«' maintenance 



It is unlikely that there will be any major advances in the use of 
terro-cement in hclds other than the construction of vessels of the normal 
displacement type. However, as experience is gained, larger and better 
boats will be built with this material. 

The use of sub-surface vessels and storage units will no doubt increase 
and it is probable that ferro-cement or some other form of reinforced 
concrete will be developed as the principal medium of construction for 
these vessels, particularly those of a spherical shape. 

This study, which is intended to serve as a guide to the practical 

to^&yTF?1**^ °f sma11 boats'has been «"*» 
Limited Auckland, New Zealand. The views and opinions expressed in 
ths pubheation are those of the author and do not LaXSSt£ 
views of the secretariat of UNIDO. The author acknowledges the caí 
tiibttdoa. made to this study by Mr. A. Sannergren, UNÍDü Ex£« 
on Shipbuilding and Repair, Suva, Fiji. ^ 
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I. HISTORY OF FERRO-CEMENT 

The ÍÍr?ry f ferr°-ccment is an interesting storv that goes back to the 
year 1850, when reinforced concrete was used for th« first time, in France 
Since that time, remarkable advances have been made in the utilization of 
reinforced concrete, and this most versatile and economical form of plastic 
material has now become the accepted medium for the construction of 
major bridges, multi-storey earthquake-resisting buildings, nuclear power 
reactors, reservoirs, roads, and even underwater structures. The integrity 
of reinforced concrete and its capacity to be moulded into forms that are 

Jfj'T"! t0 achieVe With any other known material are wel1 estab- 
lished. Why, then, has concrete not been fullv developed in the field of boat 
construction ? 

In 1845, Jean-Louis Lambot, a French landowner, constructed several 

Tí^í0"8* plant pots' seats and other items from » material that he 
called   Ferciment" in a patent which he took out in 1852 (see figure 1) 
The patent reads, in part, as follows: 

"My i vention is a new product that can replace timber (in wood flooring 
water containers, plant pots etc.) that is exposed to damage by water or 
dampness. The base for the new substance is a metal net of wire, or rods 
interconnected to form a flexible woven mat. 
"I fashion this net into a form that is similar to the article I want to create, 
then I use hydraulic cement or a bitumen tar or mix to fill up the joints." 

This information was published in the patent magazines of the day, but 
for several reasons the invention was not immediately accepted: 

(a) Communication facilities throughout the world at that time 
certainly could not be compared with those of the present day, 
and as few people outside of France were even aware of such 

,L , iP16?1' " rcmained buricd dccP « the archives of the patent office. 
(k) The shipbuilding industries were firmly established in most coun- 

tries of the world, as shipping was the dominant form of transporta- 
tion. Many of these industries were centuries-old and their crafts- 
men were fully experienced in the use of timber. There were 
adequate supplies of timber and thus no necessity to search for new 
construction materials. 

fV;The introduction of steel to shipbuilding, together with the 
advent of the reciprocating engine, opened the way for new techni- 
ques. Steel became, and still is, the ideal medium for building ships. 
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While steel was being developed for industry, concrete was being developed 
or the building of houses, roads and  bridges. It was only* during 'the 
hrst and Second World Wars that serious attention was given to the use of 
concrete ,n shipbuilding, and this only because supplir, of the materials 
normally used were depleted. During the Second World War, especiallv a 
large number or reinforced concrete  ships were constructed.  However 
athough these ships represented remarkable feats of engineering, the ship- 
hu.lders reverted to the use of steel as soon as the war was «ver ami reguar 
supplies oí the conventional materials were once again available 

p.    fhort aftcr
u

thc Stcontl World War, an Italian architect and engineer 
11er Luigi Nerv«, began experiments in the construction ot small to mtdium- 
s.zed sailing vessels, using the existing but deserted shipyards and working 
with concrete and  wire. Nervi', method differed from the  mam otLer 
approaches to concreteshipbuilding over the previous fifty vears in that fe 
he hrst time, the thickness of the hull sections was considerably red «cd 

and what appeared to be a new material was created. Nervi carried out 
many tests on this material and called it "Ferro-Cemento" 

The strength and durability of ferro-cement are pointed UD by the 
fact that nearly all the ships constructed bv the firm ofVrv and Bartoh 

.Ä Ì VC faCt that thc tW° din^hics built *" J-n-Kouis Lamb«? 
n 1850, the hrst attempt at the utilization of reinforced concrete as we 

know ,t today, are still in existence.  There are, of course   maTy other 
examples of thin-shelled ferro-cement boats constructedId   mg ZLÎu» 
years but ,t would be beyond the scope of this report to descHbcTem a 

erro-cement has attracted a notable degree of attention witlTth 
past ten years. Concrete has been used to maximum advantage in hoüsZ 
and other forms ot construction in the Union of Soviet Socialist Ipub cf 
and extensive research into its use for these purposes has yielded infama 
«on that engineer» can apply to shipbuilding.^ New /LlanJ, North 

part is: ' ' ' 
A   Durable net 
B"  (anient covering 
C  Me/a/ stability bar 
n   Metal rods 

J   [>!",f on uh"h »'t'ai rods art fastened 
M   i rame for bedding the rods 
t   Cement toterine. 
1)   Metal rods 
\-    Rivets 

< Hi produca! from  I om Catmntm vim Spannbeton    I „I  I /„ ,. 
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America and the United Kingdom, ferro-cement firms have been established 
and are slowly building up experience. During the past two vean several 
countr.es ,„ South-Hast Asia, including the Philippines and the Republic 
oí Viet-Nam, haye been attempting to develop ferro-cement as a ship- 
bu.Idmg  material.  The  mass production  of ferro-cement  sampans  in 

t» 
*^r#»¡»..«# 

*»*    ««•* »•« •*•    ê 

P» -— ff     ##*wf«.    ,*. .    A« £,» 

, %   ¿t**.', i,* 
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Shanghai for some years past has firmly established the feasibility of the 
material in that area. Prototype ferro-cement fishing boats and barges 
constructed in Hong Kong and Thailand are currently undergoing extensive 
testing. 

In many other parts of the world, companies, universities and private 
individuals are exploring the possibilities of the material. Perhaps the most 
striking evidence of this is provided by the many hundreds of pleasure and 
commercial craft that have been constructed by amateurs with no formal 
experience in the boatbuilding industry. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (MO) 
and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization have shown 
that ferro-cement can be used successfully in the construction of fishing 
boats, and many projects around the world are being considered that will 
mean the maximum exploitation of this material in the development of the 
vital fishing industries. 

What arc the properties of ferro-cement ? What can it offer? How can 
it be applied ? These and other questions are dealt with in the chapter! that 
follow. 



II. PROPERTIES AND ADVANTAGES OF FERRO-CEMENT 

COST 

I crro-cemcnr consists simply of a closely woven laver of steel wire  or 
suitable fibre, fully impregnated with mortar. It is a monolithic construction 

tlSf%Vm^k ViftUe, °f Whkh ÌS the rdativel>' ,ow unit cost of the1 

materni. This is particularly important in boatbuilding as the hull can 
represent from 15 to 70 per cent of the total cost of a boat. For example 
m New Zealand where labour rates average about S 1.40 an hour, the hull 
and decks of a 45-ft fishing boat would cost 20 per cent of the total. Natu- 
rally, this total cost is also influenced by the degree of sophistication of the 
engine, sails or fittings. 

Materials 

The basic materials used in ferro-cement construction are cement 
sand and steel, with very small amounts of additives. There are minor 
variations in the costs of these materials around the world, and in the 
quantities required. For estimating purposes, however, it mav be assumed 
that the material content of ferro-cement will cost approximated S 1 20 for 
a square foot of surface area that is one inch thick. The total surface area 
oí a 45-ft standard hull is approximately 1,200 fta. The total cost of hull 
and deck materials therefore would be approximately $ 1,400. 

hahotir 

Ubour is the greatest variable in construction costs. Naturally labour 
costs vary according to the type of hull being constructed, some designs 
calling for greater labour input than others. Assuming a ferro-cement hull 
constructed by the one-off technique, using simple frames of timber, or 
some other material to which the steel and mesh can be attached, the labour 
required would be from l»/8 to 2 man-hours/ft* of surface area. Again this 
hgure may vary considerably, according to the quality and experience of the 
abour. However, experience has shown that where unskilled, low-cost 
labour is available and can be trained, and as long as a standard type of 
construction i» adhered to, the efficiency of the labour will improve con- 
siderably, resulting in a reduced unit cost. Under these conditions ferro- 
cement compares more than favourably with other materials used in 
boatbuilding, such as timber, steel, aluminium or fibreglass, all of which 
have a higher una material cost and require greater inputs of skilled labour. 
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RESISTANCE TO I IRK AND ROT 

Although ferro-cement as a material is naturally resistant to rot and 
corrosion, the degree of resistance depends on the quality of the mortar 
used and the proximity of the mesh to the surface. In many cases, un- 
satisfactory plastering has been the cause of shrinking and other defects. 
However,"therc is more than enough evidence to show that well-prepared 
ferro-cement is a highly rot-resistant material. 

Ferro-cement is also fire-resistant and, under normal circumstances, 
will withstand even a major fire without suffering serious damage. A boat 
hull made of this material will resist fire much better than one constructed 
of either timber or fibreglass. 

SIMPLICITY OF APPLICATION 

It will be seen in the chapters that follow that hull construction using 
ferro-cement is relatively simple and that, although skilled personnel are 
required for both training and supervision, most of the work can be carried 
out bv unskilled workers. 

I.OW MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS 

Provided the design requirements are complied with, virtually no 
maintenance will be needed for ferro-cement, and painting will be for 
decorative purposes only. Insufficient coverage of the steel will result in 
surface blemishes. However, these can be chipped out and filled with 
suitable plastic materials. Electrolysis may also occur when the mesh cover 
is insufficient or the mortar is porous. 

EASE OF REPAIR 

Every boat suffers damage to the hull, sooner or later, and therefore 
simplicity of repair or modification is of great importance. It is particularly 
important in areas where fishing boats and other commercial craft operate 
and where trained boatbuilders or craftsmen capable of undertaking 
repair work are not available. Many ferro-cement boats damaged in the 
Pacific have been repaired sufficiently well by their crews to enable them 
to become fully operation?' again within a few hours. In many cases, 
these temporary repairs have been so successfully carried out as to be 
permanent. 
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Figure 2. Chipping wt and repairing, damage to fishing boat after gmmêing 

IMPACT STRENGTH 

Many claims have been made regarding the impact strength of ferro- 
ccment, and it is important that this property of the material be fully 
understood. However, a distinction must be made between "impact" and 
punching" as its poor resistance to the latter is one of the disadvantages of 

reno-cement. 
There does not appear to be any precise or definable method of 

examining the impact strength of material used in the shipbuilding industry 
There are, of course, several well-established technical definitions of 
impact, but these usually relate to the surface hardness of steel and when 
they are applied to other materials, such as timber, fibreglass and ferro- 
cemer.t, the results may be completely misleading. The problem of impact, 
its definition, measurement and methods of design to overcome it are 
therefore extremely complex, even today. 

Several types of impact may be experienced by a ship or boat and these 
are dealt with, separately, in the paiagraphs that follow. 

Wave impact 

Wave impact means the sudden overloading of localized areas of the 
Hull when a ship drops off a wave in very heavv seas, or when the seas 
crash against a particular section of the hull. Ferro-cement has very high 
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resistance to this type of impact as long as the hull has adequate curvature 
to permit shell action. The material has a very low bending tolerance when 
used as a flat section and hulls that have flat areas of ferro-cement are 
unsuited to operation in heavy seas. I lowever, it has been proven beyond 
all doubt that relatively thin ferro-cement hulls, with well-curved sections, 
can resist the most violent storms and buffeting. This is one of the most 
significant characteristics of ferro-cement. 

¡Mcali^d impact or "punching" 

Another type of impact that a hull may suffer is buffeting on a beach. 
If there are no rocks and if the hull has adequate curvature, the resistance 
of the section is very high, and as long as the points of contact with the 
beach are distributed over sufficiently large areas of the hull, which is 
inevitable when a boat is in contact with sand, there is little chance of 
serious damage. The hull can carry g- x loads when the bilges are adequately 
curved, thanks to the shell effect. Ferro-cement also exhibits very good 
qualities when fenders arc used and collision impact is evenly distributed. 

The greatest damage to ferro-cement can be caused by collision with 
the fluke of an anchor, the stem head of a colliding vessel, bolts protruding 
from a wharf pile or fending system, or any really hard protruding object. 
A steel fuel drum, dropped on to a deck and striking on its edge, is likely to 
cause damage. 

Caution should be exercised in interpreting the results of impact 
testing, detailed in annex 2 (para. 3.4.3.4) of this publication, as these 
tests have been carried out on flat sections that did not have the benefit of 
arching, as would be the case in an actual hull. The basic characteristic of 
concrete is that, under tension, it will carry a known load without any 
apparent deformation until suddenly, without warning, it cracks, showing 
no obvious area of yielding. Because of this characteristic, it must be 
expected that when it is subjected to the type of loading specified in the tests, 
there will be no warning of when the cracking is going to occur. 

There are many examples of this type of structural damage to ferro- 
cement vessels, but one of the interesting aspects of it is that even when 
the first punching has taken place, the mesh and broken concrete usually 
remain intact, thus preventing sudden and unrestricted flooding. Naturally, 
there are many degrees of damage and no specific rule can be applied to all 
cases. 

/ ///// stiffness 

Hull stiffness is another factor of impact strength that is worth con- 
sidering. The stiffness or resilience of any object resisting force is of great 
importance. When a large ship is berthing alongside a wharf, it projects 
an enormous amount of energy, and unless this can W dissipated through 
an efficient tendering system, damage must result, either to the ship or to 
the wharf. The shape of the hull and the material used for its construction 
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play an important part in the design of a boat. Very thin ferro-cement 
sections can be flexible as long as the load is applied evenly over the surface 
as would be the case if the boat were in heavy seas or being pounded on a 
sandy beach. When a very localized force of, say, one-inch diameter, is 
applied to a thin and flexible ferro-cement panel, it is highly probable that 
punching will take place. However, this would be less likely to occur in the 
middle of a flexible section than it would in an area adjacent to a very stiff 
bulkhead. 

Resistance to punching or impact is a major consideration when 
designing ferro-cement hulls of any type. The real difficulty, in this regard, 
is not in determining the strength of the hull, but rather in deciding what 
loads it will have to bear. It is an easy matter for an engineer to calculate the 
stresses necessary for a section once the actual loads can be determined. 
Unfortunately, because of the great number of variables involved, such as 
the weight of the ship and the resisting force, the speed of impact, the hard- 
ness of the impacting areas and the stiffness of the hull, precise design 
criteria cannot be specified. However, experience has shown that, for a given 
set of conditions, for example, a fishing boat working in heavv seas, a 
certain thickness of ferro-cement hull can be determined that will be 
sufficient to resist the knocks and blows that mav be sustained. 

Unfortunately, such experience can only be gained through trial and 
error and frequently even minor failures bring unwarranted criticism or 
rejection of a particular material. Timber, steel, aluminium, fibreglass and 
ferro-cement all have their various weaknesses, and it is the responsibility of 
the designer of the boat to determine which material is the most suitable 
for the conditions for which the boat is intended. It is not possible, in this 
study, to go further into this aspect of designing, but it can safely be said 
that well-designed and constructed ferro-cement hulls will perform extremely 
well within their designed capacity. 

WKIGHT 

One cubic foot of ferro-cement weighs approximately 165—170 lb. 
The average weight for a one-inch-thick slab is 14 lb/fta. Variations in this 
weight will be minimal, depending on the quality and quantity of sand, 
cement and steel used. 

Timber is one uuarter of the weight of ferro-cement, and steel is 
three times the weight. The important consideration, however, is the 
equivalent weight per square foot of materials required for several different 
boat hulls. 

It will be seen from table 1 that boats constructed of ferro-cement are 
considerably heavier than those made of timber and weigh nearly the 
same as the smaller, lighter type of steel vessels. However, while ferro- 
cement has a weight disadvantage where small craft are concerned, in 
many other classes of vessel its weight works to its advantage (see chap- 
ter VI, "Hulls suitable for ferro-cement construction"). 
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On account o» the limitations imposed by its weight, the use of ferro- 
cement for decks and superstructures should be carefully considered 
Its relatively low strength when used in flat sections, such as decks, calls 
tor »ncreased th.ckness, and this, in turn, increases the weight. Hem 
we^hts at deck level mvariably have an adverse effect on the stability of tí 

E.lm 1)1  AlTitCIIUKNT 

The joining of dissimilar materials always presents problems and in the 
shipbuilding industry the simples, solution is to uscstccl• cÛon, ita 

ht screwed and glued together, though difficulty is sometimes encountered 

•ÄV*     K,""-' 
COnnutXÌ"n Wi" * solid *"d ^ <» *"2cnmg material. The problem w.th „brcglass is usually one of local stiffness 

^$£J^T"y "f ,hin scc,ions ,,f fibre«Uss- " is ««»Ä special reinforcing be given to connexions made with this material. 
With ferro-ccment, several solutions are possible, such as gluinir 

used for fibreglass. Timber grounds can be screwed and glued to the hull 

can beboted • ¿ ' °Vn,er'"r c°nS,rUCtion' timb"' *breK'** « steel 

are to be attached, the standard practice is to drill holes through the con 

en';: XcUn * f"* *? ' T "f pUS,ÍC °< S¡mil" h»rZtlund then use s lacking plate lo distribute the load as required. 



HI. DESIGN CRITERIA 

The designs of the early builders of ferro-cement or reinforced concrete 
boats were based mainly on established codes of practice, and intuition 
However, though these codes of practice enable engineers and designers" 
to calculate accurately the loads that can be applied to flat, simple sections 
and, conversely, the type and amount of reinforcing necessarv to resist 
a given load, they are useful only in the construction industry and cannot 
truly be applied to the building of small sailing vessels with thin 
sections. 

The pioneers in ferro-cement, such as Kambot and, more recently 
Nervi discovered that very thin sections of concrete, when heavilv rein- 
forced with wire mesh, exhibited what could almost be termed "flexible" 
characteristics. The success of ferro-cement in constructions with compli- 
cated shapes and curves and, indeed, the example of the earlv ferro-cement 
boats gave many non-technical persons the impression that this "flexibility" 
was a special characteristic of the cement itself, whereas much of the success 
was attributable directly to the forms and designs to which the cement was 
applied. 

The International Association for Shell Structures, which was founded 
in Spain in the early 1960s with the purpose of studving and regulating the 
use of reinforced concrete in the field of civil engineering, has now become 
a well-estabiished organization concerned with the design and construction 
of the most complicated structural forms. Ferro-cement is used extensively 
in the construction of these forms, but much of the actual design is still 
based on intuition. Nowadays, however, the initial intuition or theory can 
be checked by mathematical procedures that have been developed for the 
purpose. r 

Whereas many of the early ferro-cement hulls were constructed vir- 
tually on a trial-and-error basis, research in recent years has shown verv 
clearly that the behaviour of the material can be accurately calculated bv 
using the standard procedures laid down for reinforced concrete. However 
many properties of the material that are particularly relevant to boat con- 
struction are not covered in the codes. Among these propeities are: 

Resilience that contributes to hull stiffness and deflection characteristics 
of the various sections; 
Impact resistance; 

Resistance to cracking caused by shrinkage; 

11 
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Resistance to temperature stresses; 
Acceptable cracking under local flexing; and 
Resistance to water peneration. 

Many other properties are still under examination. 
A practical upper limit to the amount of steei that can be packed into 

a given skin thickness, while still leaving room for plaster, has been 
established at approximately 24 to 30 lb of steel per cubic foot of cement 
This figure has been arrived at through practical experience and mathemati- 
cal calculations The steel should be distributed so that as much of it as 
possible is placed close to the two surfaces of the hull and divided approxi- 
mately equally between the two surfaces of the skin. However, this iVonlv a 
genera rule and a close study of the design recommendations given in 
annex 2 is advised. " 

COVERING THE STEEL 

Experience has shown that the minimum practical cement cover that 

ää: r "in «ive—«- —— «î 

THICKNESS OF THE STEEL 

surfaIe%m^ra
hLmÌnÌ,ìUm CWerifJeñncá aboVC' and to contro1 ^ 

h?nJ <,   \ P u  thlconc/fte' the m^imum thickness of the steel should be no greater than about 17 gauge. snuum 

ULTIMATE BENDING FAILURE 

As the ferro-cement hull may have to withstand loads for which no 
computa«ons have been     de> the skin comtniction sho     £22*^ 

that of normal reinforced concrete so that at the point of failure* will 
remain reasonably strong and watertight. To meeT this reaui^nT 1 
mmimum of 24 to 30 lb of steel per cubic foot ¿Z^JSST^ 

IMPACT RESISTANCE 

Punching tests are carried out to obtain semi-quantitative comparisons 
between various forms of panels. These tests a« made iTpSnXïïï 

whthceis1oLtetLpantbwith ,a nal punch V^'¡n *¿£^£ wh,ch is four times the panel thickness, plus two inches, should be in one 
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direction only (see annex 2, para. 3.4.3.4). It has been found that resistance 
to impact increases with (a) the thickness of the panel; (b) the amount and 
type of reinforcing; and (c) the distance between the loaded surface and the 
reinforcing steel. 

Results also indicate that it is reasonable to expect minimum punching 
strengths of approximately: 

1,200 lb for 1-in. thickness 
3,000 lb for 1-in. thickness 
7,500 lb for 2-in. thickness 

Figures 3, 4 and 5 show the effects of punch-testing on the top and 
bottom surfaces of panels, and it can be seen that all held together to give 
some resistance to water penetration. 

Current design recommendations that will serve as a guide to designers 
are given in annex 2. 

Fi$m i. ñtsult ofpmbmg tut carried mt m top uirfmt o/pamf, „sing 1 ' rm, Aameter p,mh 
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Fig„rt 4, Rtsl,lt ôfpmchms test carme tmt m ¡mm* surface »,[«,„</ í¡nm md} 

i ' <-m. diameter punch ' 

Figure 5. Result of p„mhim test carried ont m bottm, smfme »I pam! f^xa^m/mesb) 
Ix ¿-in. diameter puna 

using 

mug 



IV. MATERIALS l SED IN THE MANI I ACTl RF OF 
FERRO-CEMKNT 

The materials used in the manufacture of ferro-cement are steel wire or 
mesh, and cement mortar. The proportions and combinations used depend 
upon the availability of materials. ^ 

WIRK MI.SH 

The basic material is a suitable wire mesh. A careful analysis of the 
many technical reports dealing with the properties of ferro-cement will 
show that the actual strength of a ferro-cement panel depends on the tensile 
strength ot the mesh ami its proximity to the outer surface of the sections 

The most popular type of mesh in use today is manufactured from 
I '-gauge wires spaced approximately half an inch apart. When endeavouring 
to build up the quantity of steel in a section, there is a tendency to use 
wi« of a higher gauge, with various combinations of spacings, but consider- 
able caution should IH» exercised when moving away from established 
practice, as problems such as shrinking, cracking, and inadequate covering 
of the steel arise and, in many cases, become critical. (The physical properties 
ot ferro-cement are described in detail in annex 2.) 

The principal types of mesh in current use are described in the para- 
graphs that follow. r 

W'e/dtd ttttsh 

Nineteen-gauge wires, spaced half an inch apart, are normally used in 
this mesh. These wires must be of a low to medium tensile strength in 
order that electrical welding can be carried out efficiently during the 
manufacturing process. Unfortunately, welded mesh has a number of 
disadvantages, which include the possibility of weak spots at intersections, 
and insufficient mouldability. 

Weak spots at intersections 

These result from inadequate welding during the manufacture of the 
mesh mis deficiency can impose serious limitations even when a higher 
tensile steel wire is used to give an improved mesh. Tests have shown 
that, in many cases, mesh made from this higher-quality wire has a greater 
tendency to tail than other types of mesh when the intersections arc sub- 
jected to loading. 

15 
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Insufficient mottldabilit y 

A wire mesh that is being placed on the surface of a hull should he 
capable of being bent to the contours of the hull without buckling or 
breaking. Unfortunately, welded mesh lacks this mouldabilitv with the 
result that the wastage factor is very high when it is used. 

Hexagonal net ting 

Perhaps the most common type of mesh being used todav, in both 
amateur and professional ferro-cement boatbuilding, is the commercially 
available hexagonal netting, which has a twisted joint between the individual 
wires This netting is usually made from a low-strength wire (to facilitate 
manufacture) and, in theory, has less effective strength than welded mesh 
I he quantity of steel per square foot is also slightly greater. 

Flexibility 

One of the virtues of hexagonal netting is that it can be easily bent 
and m some types of moulding lends itself well to stretching over a mould' 
(toe of its greatest advantages is that it can be stitched to adjacent layers 
of netting. The outside edge of each width of mesh has a longitudinal 
twisted wire w^h.ch helps to eliminate loose ends and facilitates the simple 
stitching of the edges to prevent flotation or displacement during the 
plaster.ng operation. This mesh is probably the most easily available on the 
market today. 

Woven mesh 

The simple woven mesh that is used for screens, and comes in many 
patterns, was at hrst considered unsuitable for ferro-cement construction 
because its wires were not straight. However, tests indicate that this 
mesh performs as we I .,, it not better than, either welded" or hexagonal 
ncttm* One or the difficulties encountered in using it is that it is very 
elastic and is d.fhcult to hold in position, though it does, when stretched, 
readily conform to compound curves. 

Watson mesh 

t.JT?"lu7?tCh int° th? P^0•«"* of ferro-cement panels 
rem orcec with different types of mesh indicates that the use of higher- 
yield steel mesh can mean a considerable improvement. A new type of 
woven mesh known as the Watson mesh, has been developed and is Sin* 
manufactured by I erro Cement Ltd. in New Zealand. It consists of Lr2l 

~ TlTn; I any HÍCkneSS' T °r * "«*" "-"pe ! process. Th.s mesh would appear to be perfect for ferro-cement construc- 
ts as it can be (a) bent or moulded to compound curves; (b) bu tTobted 
ather than lapped; and (c) manufactured from any comb nation Of h gh 

*ns,Ie wires, stainless steel or otherwise. Prototype craft hive a re dv 

H 
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Mesh frow expanded metal 

Diamond-patterned mesh is cut from sheets of expanded metal. This 
mesh is ideal for many kinds of plaster work and was designed specially 
for the construction industry. Therefore, designers should make sure that 
the particular mesh to be used will satisfy their own structural requirements, 
and in particular they should remember that under certain conditions 
splitting can occur, if the wrong type of mesh is used. 

Galvanised wire 

It is common practice today to use galvanized mesh, although testing 
has shown that there is little difference, if any, between the galvanized and 
the ungalvanized varieties. It is important io bear in mind, however, that 
hexagonal mesh that has been galvanized before weaving should not be 
used. In some cases where this netting has been used, electrolysis, due to 
faulty construction, has removed the galvanizing from the wire, thus 
reducing the effectiveness of the weaving. 

Von MF OF MESH OR STEEL REQUIRED 

A proportion of 25 lb of steel per cubic foot of mortar provides a 
ferro-cement section with the characteristics suitable for boat construction. 
This steel should be placed as near as possible to either surface of the 
section; it should also be equally distributed between the surfaces and in a 
longitudinal and transverse direction. Many amateur designers have used 
large, mild steel rods, closely spaced in a longitudinal direction, with several 
layers of very light 22-gauge netting on either side. However, while the 
total volume of steel per cubic foot is saisfactory, its disposition within 
the section is completely inadequate. When using galvanized mesh, it is 
important that all the mesh be suitably oxidized before it is plastered. This 
can be accomplished by spraying the mesh before it is used. 

PROTECTION OF THE STEEL 

As long as the recommended sizes and spacing of wires are adhered 
to» a cement covering of about 2 mm, or «/« in., will provide adequate 
protection against corrosion. 

MORTAR 

Much has been written over the years on the subject of concrete and 
cement in its various forms and it is not the purpose of this study 
to duplicate, or add  to, what has already been written. The selected 
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bibliography that follows chapter VI will be of assistance to th, r., I       u 
is interested in studying the subject further   ZK rcat,cr who 

in principle, the mortt rec,u£fttrotem'nV'. * ">' *** tlw' 
should have the highest nossil , '<-"»-cement boat construction 
hardness, resi tan *£"„£ " Î^TT • ?•#h- ¡"Permeability, 
factor of all, the C(,n is tn" t remain'd ' ^.T "* " '^^ 
void-, behind concentration 5 ÍXJ^Ar1^^^^^ 
whereas the strength of mortar U inT « .U,rc mcsh-  ",,w<-"ver, 
its workability s a o Wth „• P^10"'» ,tS *«*'/cemcnt rado, 

A suitable c^Ä S2ESTÏÏ 1^?' ^ "^ 
satisfactory end product. As the varies DWL«        - ""^ to gCt a 

related to its compressive streng   Z ?"? °* mortar **'. in general, 
water in the m.W , a low^s. /". * ^V^ tht' USC "f ^ccssive 
adversely affects - ¿^^7»' -*~'* 
suitable mortar is a compressive «•ff^ , " "P•"««•. *" a 

square inch at 28dayson2T2irXinhr,CSS t" V• ,b P« 
* i. Bk.lv that the .maining pÄ^H^SS^-" »* "*** 

Q;MI:\T 

•"aZ^^ m"r,ar *»w 

¡t will be found that the o2,, P T P  '    """"" "rc ««¡'•hie, 

W Specifications, AST At, Type 1 

« sub¡ec, »excessive^ fn .en^reTÄtL*•'"- 
w ^w„,,. (>rdinar, Portland cemcm> to Br.. h «-dard u 

''•* .Specifications, ASTAt, Type 2 

c^n^*'' N° direCt <**»>«*• ** *e following cements 

l«ow-heat Portland cement to BS 1370 

ÄJ^LÄ SX.«0J» 'ft 0« »"ouïe, be noted 
cemen«, and perhaps PorÍnd ZÍ r***•**•*« P°«l"nd 
used in pam of Seotfand ) h>m-{urma: «"«", would be 
Sulphate-resisting Portland cement to BS 4027. 
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VS Specifications, AST M, Type 3t 

High early-strength cement. This is simplv a fast-setting cement 
that is suitable for use in cold climates but which must be used with 
caution in warm areas. 

British equivalent: Rapid-hardening Portland cement to BS 12. 

VS Specification, AS7,1/, Type 5 

This sulphate-resisting cement is the most ideal cement for use in 
ferro-cement hulls. 

British equivalent: Sulphate-resisting Portland cement to BS 4027. 

In addition to those listed above, special high-aluminous cements 
are available that should be used only under the direction of skilled 
personnel. 

SHRINKAGE-RESISTANT CEMENT 

In recent years, considerable research and development has been 
applied to the production of cements that will resist shrinkage during the 
curing process. A good deal of progress has been made, and limited 
quantities of these cements are available in certain areas. The potential for 
shrinkage-resistant cements in ferro-cement construction is very high, as 
they overcome some of the most serious problems encountered with 
normal cements. However," the advice of experienced and qualified tech- 
nicians should be sought before using these cements. 

is 

f AGGREGATES 

| The quality of the sand used for ferro-cement is naturally of prime 
2 importance, as it affects the quality of the mortar. Sand can be produced 
¡ from many types of material such as silica, basalt rock, limestone, or even 
j soft coral. An adequately strong mixture based on certain types of coral sand 
I can be obtained by using additional quantities of cement. However, great 
; caution should be exercised in the selection of such sands, as verv soft sands 
I can be seriously affected by abrasion and chemical reaction. Porous material 
\ will allow moisture to penetrate very thin sections with subsequent failure 

of the reinforcing. Sands and cements should be selected bv persons techni- 
cally competent to evaluate all the factors involved. The grading of the 
sand particles is important and should, if possible, comply with the specifi- 
cations detailed in annex 2 to this study. Sands containing hard, sharp silica 
or rock particles are excellent for the purpose. All sands should be free 
from dirt and clay, as these will have a detrimental effect on the mixture. 
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MIXING 

One of the greatest problems in mixing mortar is ensuring that the 
cement is thoroughly wet, and this can be satisfactorily achieved only by 
using the paddle-type mixer designed especially for mortar (see figure 4-21 
in annex IV.). It can be shown that the workability of mortar for a given 
water cement ratio varies considerably with different methods of mixing, 
such as mixing by hand, ordinary concrete bowl mixing, and mixing in 
regular mortar mixers. Perhaps the most important aspect of the mixing 
of cement is the possibility of shrinkage if it is not done properly. When the 
mortar is mixed thoroughly, in the type of mixer recommended for tne 
purpose, the shrinkage is considerably less than when it is done by hand, 
or in a conventional mixer. When mortar is mixed by hand, the proportion 
of water to cement should be higher in order to obtain the degree of work- 
ability that is produced in a paddle-type mixer. 

ADDITIVES 

Various types of additives are claimed to improve properties such as 
the impermeability and workability of the mix. In principle, additives are 
used in the basic mix to lend cohesion, and their use can certainly help in 
overcoming the various deficiencies caused by improper mixing and the 
use of substandard cements and sands. 

.Accelerators and re tarder s 

Sometimes climatic conditions make it necessary to use additives that 
will either accelerate or slow down the setting of the mortar. In such cases, 
various mixes should be tested, using different additives, before any attempt 
is made to plaster the hull. The manufacturer's recommendations with 
regard to the use of these additives should be strictly adhered to. 

Popolati 

Pozzolanic materials such as "fly ash", ground blast-furnace slag, 
or other materials of this nature, may be added to the mix as a replacement 
for about 10 per cent of the cement. The purpose of these materials is to in- 
crease the resistance of the mix to sulphate attack, to improve its workability, 
and, perhaps, to strengthen it. However, extreme caution should be exer- 
cised in adding such materials, as the type and quantity of pozzolanic material 
required will depend on the type and quantity of cement being used. As 
cements vary considerably throughout the world, technical advice should 
be obtained before using pozzolanic materials. In most cases, however, 
mortar consisting of ordinary cement, sand and water, as detailed in 
annex 2, will be sufficient to provide a first-class product. 
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APPLICATION OF THK MORTAR 

Before beginning to plaster a hull, it should be ascertained that all the 
equipment necessary to allow the work to proceed without interruption 
is on land. Application of the mortar to the hull is one of the greatest 
problems encounn ted in ferro-cement boatbuilding. Plastering by hand 
has, until now, proved to be the most satisfactory method. However, if 
the mortar is of the correct water/cement consistency, it is extremelv 
difficult to get it to penetrate the layers of wire and mesh. The tendency, 
therefore, is to use a wetter mix with greater workability, but this results iri 
increased shrinkage and a reduction in the compressive strength of the 
mortar. 

A recommended technique is to force the mortar from the outside to 
the inside of the hull where it can be finished ofF to a smooth surface. 
Unfortunately, this technique is difficult and requires considerable skill 
in getting the mortar to penetrate thoroughly the layers of wire and mesh. 
Under no circumstances should the inside mortar be applied until that 
from the outside has fully penetrated, and plastering from both sides at 
once should never be done, as this invariably results in air becoming 
trapped between the layers, causing lamiration in the skin of the hull. 
(Sec figure 6.) 

A two-stage technique has been developed in which the mortar is 
forced from the outside of the hull to the inside as thoroughly as possible. 

I igitrt 6, Lamiikition in tbt skin of the bull uwstd by air trapped during ih plastering, procès 
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No attempt ¡s •d   t„ ,ctt. t|u. jmcn()r umj| 

been allowed to harden tor several days. The internal skin is then 4nliecl 
usmg specal  v.bratm, floats that ensure complete  penetn    ,n  of tì e 
mortar, thus mmm^mg the possibile of air becoming trappe      '1 Lnce 
has shown that ,t this interior layer, or finishing coat  is a^ill withoS 

When usmjr the me-ort technique, perhaps the most desirable method 

SÄ*"can work'This ^2ïïA2 
VIBRATORS 

After considerable experimentation, it has been found that the can 

tha, mortaralreadv placed is no, «^"ÄT ^ 

team o71tt   'rs°T ' " '" u"*') T * P^'md in °~ «!*•*» bv , „ "' P'asttr<-rs- The number of plasterers required will drâiul ,.n ri¿.¡, 

f8 e paWed„r„ÍdÍbU' '* haS 'rn ' rd that « *• Ä„ oTw't' i* capante ot handling most jobs of this size. 

SPRAYING 

ÏA3 fttss sireV ii -^ 
CONSTRUCTION JOINTS 

obt," s tiS£or"Toir°pro^dCedThettd '" " ^ " " ^ "°"ibfe » 
mortar, when i, ¿^¿A^TT^I^ " "Sed ^ 

piaced against it. It is therefore essential that the laitence be 
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removed before rlu- mortar has finally set. This can be- accomplished quite 
easily by spraung the- exposed edge- of the mortar with a fine jet of water 
or air once it has hardened sufficiently (six to ten hours after placing 
depending on temperatures). This will provide a relatively rough surface of 
cxposed sami grams. Before placing fresh mortar against this surface a 
bonding agent should be applied. The most suitable is ordinary Portland 
cement grout, mixed to a creamy consistency. This should be brushed well 
into the previously dampened surface and the new mortar placed against 
it as soon as possible. Alternatively, special epoxv resin glues can be 
applied to the joints to ensure perfect jointing. 

SIRI ACI; RNIMIINC; 

Large battens should be used at all times during the plastering process 
to ensure that the hull is fair and to avoid bumps and hollows between the 
frames (see figure 4-22 in annex 4). On completion of the plastering 
the surface of the hull should be worked with wooden floats. The use of 
steel trowels should be restricted to giving a smooth surface in the finishing 
process. It a rough surface that will provide a good bonding surface for 
subsequent painting is recjuired, a sponge should be used. 

CURING 

Just as a well designed and mixed mortar can be spoilt bv lack of 
compaction so a well designed mix, properly placed and compacted, can 
be spoilt by lack of curing. The hydration process by which cement gel is 
formed from ground cement clinker and water is relatively slow and though 
some 60 per cent of it is complete within seven days, and most of it in 
28 days, complete hydration does not take place for many years. However 
hydration cannot take place without water and if the mixing water is 
allowed to dry out of the hull, hydration and, consequently, the strength and 
durability development of the hull, will be retarded. This is especially 
important if pozzolanic materials are used in the mix. The process of 
retaining water in the mix during this early period is called "curing". 

Curing can be accomplished by covering the hull immediately after 
plastering is completed and keeping it covered for at least seven days. 
To counteract the air that is bound to seep underneath the covering, 
causing dehydration of the concrete, it is sometimes necessary to provide 
additional humidity, either by installing water sprays or by placing trays 
of water around the hull. A particularly useful method of moist curing "is 
to cover the hull with hessian and keep it constantly wet, using water 
sprays. Intermittent spraying is of little value. If a black plastic cover is 
placed over the hull, and trays of water placed around and inside the hull 
good, moist curing conditions will be achieved, and in direct sunlight the 
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temperature under the plastic sheeting will rise considerably, thus acce- 
lerating strength development of the concrete. Proprietary forms of curine 
membrane usually waxy materials for painting on the surface of the concrete 
are available. However, while these materials prevent some of the moisture 
from evaporating, they also diminish the adhesiveness of the surface for 
subsequent eatings of materials such as paints. Thev should, therefore be 
used with caution. Hven materials of this type that are claimed to be volatile 
and that should ordinarily, be dissolved in time bv the heat and friction of 
the air, do not always entirely evaporate and sometimes leave waxy areas 
with poor bond properties, on the hull.  The amount of water provided 
in. ,ally in the mix to give the desired water/cement „lio will be efficient 

prevented at'°n * "* ""*"* * ^^ and ^¡«K •• 
Curing should be continued for at least seven days. If it is interrupted 

^Sf" t0 SCC that the hU,, dOCS n0t ^ °Ut< °therwi- ^ *K* cracking may occur. 

Steam airing 

When it is possible to construct the hull in a single plastering ooeration 
the use of steam for curing is both desirable and ad^ge-Tw^n u" „e 
this process, however, ,t ,s advisable to wait some 4 to 5 hours after plastenW 
has been completed before applying the steam in order to a ojTÏÏ3 

and "h' ' l,t    C 5,Cam Can * pr"Vidt<l fr"m am — «f '»« Pr -"re and should be what ,s commonly known as "wet" steam. The norma, am 
generators ,h», are used for cleaning purposes are uuite suitable   • 
available in most areas. During the curing process? the hull should I« 
cove-red with suitable plastic sheets and the $JL seal d to pre en   hi, Í 

and t? V* Steam Sh:M bC applitd al"">-' "" b°«"«> ^- ene o " 
and m such a manner that ,t will not be' in ,li;ect contact with the hull « 
any point. I, shou d ,ake about two hours for the steam to raise the temper, 
ture w.thin the plast.c envelope to approximate!, 160» V. This ternie 
houldI then be maintained for a period of six hours, after whichTan I e 

allowed ,„ eoo, „ver a further period of no less , an fou „où s , s 
preferable, whenever possible, ,„ extend the cooling process ove a long 

,7'" d       KndCr,?°u circumst»<*es should sudden cooling of the h»|" £ 
on Te h.",",       if haVC ." llctr'mcmal •*« • *<= ««i"í. further wo* on the hull can be carried out immediate!, after the steam curin»  Swm 
cunng causes p„,„„unced laitence on mortar surfaces,  „d whenTi  used 
particular care must be taken of the joints. 



V. METHODS OF CONSTRUCTION 

There are many different ways of constructing ferro-cement boats, but 
whichever method is chosen, the important considerations are : 

(a) Accuracy of shape ; 
(/>) Uniformity of the reinforcing mesh; 
(c) Thorough and complete penetration of the mortar; and 
(ti) Proper curing of the mortar. 

The design specifications shown in the annexes set out, verv carefully, 
the requirements which, if followed, will ensure a good quality product. 

FRAME METHOD 

Several methods of constructing one-off units of ferro cement boats 
have been developed in the last few years. Bach of these methods has both 
advantages and disadvantages. 

The first method developed in New Zealand was the pipe-frame 
construction, a complete explanation of which is given in annex 4. Most 
of the details of this construction can be applied to other forms. Rather than 
repeat the description for each process, this chapter will discuss onlv the 
salient points. 

Pipe-frame method 

The major advantage of the pipe-frame method (see figure 7) is that 
the frame around which the hull is constructed can be bent with simple 
equipment and joined together, either by welding or bolting, with little 
difficulty. The shapes of the frames are taken from the lofted sections, and 
when the frames are placed and hung in position they are strong enough 
to support the wire and mesh without distortion. In addition, the use of 
circular pipes means that, when the longitudinal wire rods are fastened to 
the frames, they are true and fair to shape. When wooden frames are used, 
as in conventional boat construction, it is necessary to shape the outside 
edge of the wooden frames and this requires some skill with woodworking 
tools. The use of square, or flat, sections for the frames presents the same 
difficulty and should be avoided. When pipe frames are used, the longitudinal 
rods are tied to the pipes, and when the hull is completed, the frames can 
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figure 7. Pipe-frame mtlhttd affmtf construct inn 

be removed simply by cutting the tic«. The advantage of this operation 
it that if more than one hull is required, the frames can be standardized and 
used over and over again, thus cutting down on tooling costs. 

If the pipe frames are to be left in the hull, penetration of the mortar 
«lust be complete around the frames. There have been manv examples of 
bad mortar penetration when frames were left in the hull, heaving the frame 
in the hull has the effect of strengthening it, but it also acids weight, for 
which due allowance must be made. 

H%nrt #. Wttdtdframs and tn&m Ms 
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il 'elded frame met '>od 

Welded frames (sec figure 8) come in prefabricated kits and arc probably 
the most suitable frames for amateur boatbuilders. They are factory- 
produced to fine tolerances, incorporate high-quality welding, and arc 
supplied ready to assemble. However, this form of construction requires 
more skill and man-hours than others. 

Though it is possible to remove the frames, they are usually left in the 
hull. The advantage of the permanent welded frame is that there is less 
difficulty in obtaining mortar penetration and the ribs provide excellent 
means for attaching bulkheads to the hull. However, these ribs can in 
some cases, reduce the effective area within the hull. 

Woodtn frame method 

Wooden frames can be made from anv quality timber that will not 
twist during the construction process. The frames; which can be manu- 
factured in the same manner as the forms for a timber boat, must be faired 
around to allow the correct placement of the longitudinal steel rods. 
Attaching these rods to the wooden frames often presents difficulties and 
in many cases staples are used. Considerable care must be exercised in 
removing the frames from the hull, if damage is to be avoided. This 
problem may be alleviated by incorporating in the frame permanent wooden 
grounds that may be left in the hull. 

Irame-atid-batten method 

The frame-and-batten method of construction (see figure 9) consists 
of setting up pipe, welded or wooden frames to which longitudinal battens 
are attached, either by wire ties or nails, at 2- to 3-in. intervals. This forms a 
sort of male mould around which the boat can be built. The battens should 
be free of kinks and should be of a soft wood to which wire mesh can be 
fastened directly. The longitudinal and transverse rods can be eliminated, 
if necessary, provided sufficient mesh is substituted to ensure that the 
necessary steel content is maintained. If a hull requires greater thickness in 
order to withstand heavy impact loads, it mav be necessary to add spacing 
steel rather than build up with mesh alone. When the plastering of this 
hull is completed, the timber battens may be either removed or left inside 
to form grounds for a wooden lining, or, in some cases, to enable a skin of 
ferro-cement to be fastened on the inside with insulating material in the 
gaps between the timber battens. This form of construction is very strong 
and relatively simple, but it has disadvantages, among which are difficulty 
m ensuring that the mortar has penetrated behind the wooden battens and, 
if the battens are to be removed, the likelihood of damage to the hull 
during their removal. 

The foregoing are the main methods of frame construction, but, of 
course, there are many variations on these techniques. 
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MoTl.DINC, METHOD 

There are the three basic moulding techniques; 

Male moulding; 
Female moulding; and 
injection moulding. 

As it is beyond the scope of this report to deal with all tk**> ^^ 
m detail, only general principles will be dkrus^ *** *"****«* 

/V<?/<r mwlàìng 

The male moulding system (see figure 10Ì makes if«««;kt * 
. complete mould tha/can be «fcBSÄI»2,,a 

to keep it separated from the mortar The frar^woTlTl!.   mcmbr»~ 

* form of a-^STiSAAïSa T^ 
also presents many problems such as: g ^ prOCeSS 

W Placing the steel in such a manner that it will remain firmlv in 
position ad,acent to the mould, but without touching ' 
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(/>) Obtaining thorough penetration of the mortar. 

(<•) Avoiding mortar shrinkage. When using male moulding techniques, 
it is essential that allowance be made for shrinkage of the mortar! 
If a solid mould is used, severe cracking of the cast hull may 
occur. Considerable difficulty may be experienced in removing 
the mould from the hull. As there is no simple solution to this 
problem, this form of construction should be tackled only by 
people experienced in the field. 

(</) Attaching bulkheads. After demoulding, the internal surface of 
the hull is usually very smooth and it is difficult to fasten bulk- 
heads to it securely without drilling through the hull at frequent 
intervals. The use of fibreglass as a means of fixing bulkheads 
to the concrete hull has many inherent dangers and should not be 
adopted to the exclusion of other means. 

(e) The outer surface of the hull must he finished by hand and the 
quality of the finish therefore depends on the plaster used and the 
skill of the plasterer. 

I or hulls of the appropriate shape, and designed to accommodate the 
type of mesh that is appropriate to the shape, this form of construction can 
be very fast and needs a minimum of labour. 

Figure tO. Male mmUmg. This farm of tmstrmtkn is limited t@ very simple designs but is very 
fast and nttds-minimal labour input 
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bemak moulding 

Female moulding (see figure 11) offers the greatest potential for ferro- 
cement boatbuilding; it also presents many problems. A female mould can 
be produced in ferro-cement simply by setting up a framework to the 
inside of which plaster is applied. The main problem with this type of 
construction, however, is the extreme difficulty in plastering the hull to 
obtain fair shape with the concave sections. 

The most common method is to construct a plug, as with fibreglass, 
from which a female mould can be manufactured. The placing of the mesh 
within a female mould presents a problem, as it is difficult to keep the mesh 
to the correct shape. However, an advantage is that the internal bulkheads, 
stiffeners, frames and any other fastenings or attachments can be placed 
and secured to the mesh before the plastering is undertaken. This also 
saves a lot of time. 

Perhaps the greatest advantage in female moulding is that the external 
finish does not depend entirely on the ability of the plasterer but solely on 
the quality of the finish provided on the mould. 

The one big problem with the system is that of providing adequate 
cover or protection to the mesh on the outer surface of the hull : as the mesh 
normally touches the female mould and the cover is minimal, some form 
o( outer cover must be provided afterwards. 

Figuri U. i malt moulding. IH spite of difficult it s of application, this form of tons fruit im offtn 
tot greatest potential for ftrro-eemtnt boatbuilding 
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Another point in favour of the female moulding process is that the 
shrinkage of the mortar, with consequent reduction in the size of the 
plastered hull, assists the demoulding process rather than hinder it, as is 
the case with male moulding. 

Injection moulding 

This is simply a sophisticated form of pre-cast concrete moulding and 
is used where a large volume of a standard construction is required. There 
are many technical problems involved in this technique, but these are more 
than offset by the savings in labour, and, to a minor degree, consistency of 
quality. 

Finally, many of the problems encountered in ferro-cement construc- 
tion, and, in particular, with the moulding techniques, are related to the 
shrinkage of the cement mortar during the curing period. Expert advice 
should be sought whenever difficulties arise in this area. 

MASS PRODUCTION 

It can be seen from the foregoing that there are many methods of 
constructing ferro-cement boats. They may be produced in various forms, 
either one at a time, several at a time, or in hundreds. There can be no doubt 
that where several hulls of the same shape and size are to be constructed, 
considerable time and money can be saved by adopting mass-production 
methods, and though boatbuilding involves so many variables that each 
case or order would require an individual feasibility study, it can be said 
that, in general, it is possible to develop very efficient and high-speed 
production techniques at relatively low cost. 

FIBREGLASS AND CONCRETE 

Many ferro-cement hulls designed for pleasure purposes are coated 
with fibreglass to give a high-quality finish and to provide protection for 
the steel where the hull is so thin that minimum coverage is lacking. Varying 
degrees of success have been achieved. Many fibreglassed hulls have lasted 
for years without any apparent problems; in other cases, failure of the 
fibreglass to adhere to the concrete has raised many problems. Development 
work is being carried out on the combination of ferro-cement with fibreglass 
coating, both in the one-off and moulded construction techniques. In many 
cases, water and fuel tanks have been successfully built into hulls simply by 
lining the ferro-cement with fibreglass. This combination of materials offers 
great scope for future development. (See figure 12.) 
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Fj&m U.HImgkss m,d concrete. Development nork is still being carried out on this combination 
*f matzah. Hhre^s /»ronés a better finhh and additional predion for the ferro cm!nfMl 



VI. HILLS SUITABLE 
FOR FERRO-CEMENT CONSTRUCTION 

The basic qualities that make ferro-cement ideal for boat construction 
are the case with which it can he moulded to any shape, and the unit weight 
per square foot. Though a minimum practical thickness of 5/g in., which 
equals 8'/2 lb/ft2, is permissible, the standard thickness used in small 
boats (e.g. 45-footers) is one inch, or 14 lb/ft2. In practice, however, the 
unit weight per square foot is increased to allow for additional thickening 
around the keel and corners, and this must be taken into consideration 
when determining the actual weight of a boat. 

Of the three basic types of hull—light displacement (or planing), 
semi-displacement, and displacement—only the last two are suitable for 
ferro-cement construction. (See figure 13.) 

hlCHT DISPLACEMENT HILLS 

A light displacement craft is one that can be driven across the surface 
of the water at high speed. The speed at which it travels is proportional 
to the load applied per square foot of water surface area and to the horse- 
power provided. Ferro-cement is completely unsuitable for this type of 
craft, as the weight of the hull is too great. Matching the performance of 
a light-weight craft of the same type would call for excessive horsepower 
and fuel consumption. 

SEMI-DISPLACEMENT HILLS 

The hull of a semi-displacement craft is a compromise between a 
planing hull and an ordinary displacement hull. It travels reasonably 
well at normal displacing speeds and can be used economically at slow 
speeds. It is also possible, by reducing weight and boosting horsepower, to 
increase the speed. For example, a 40-ft hull would have a normal displace- 
ment speed of approximately eight knots and would be able to carry heavy 
loads without difficulty. A semi-displacement hull can, in fact, be driven at 
a speed of ten or eleven knots and still remain within a realistic power- 
weight range, provided loads are limited. 

33 
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DlSPLACKMKNT HILLS 

Displacement hulls are designed to travel with the minimum power at 
the maximum water-line speed. Any attempt to drive them faster than this is 
extremely difficult and uneconomical. However, thev can carry heavy 
payloads and maintain the same maximum speed without verv much in- 
crease in power, whereas both the planing and semi-displacement hulls 
require considerable power to exceed their displacement speed, and their 
performance in this range is proportional to the weight carried. Ferro- 
cement is ideal for this type of hull. 

HULL SHAPES 

In any design for a planing or semi-displacement hull, it is probable 
that the bottom surfaces will be quite flat or, even if they are slightly- 
curved transversely across the hull, they will be flat, fore and aft, in the 
after half of the vessel. The topsides are frequently also flat but these can 
be curved if the designer so requires. The semi-planing hull normally 
has a hard chine, but this can also be curved if necessary. 

Curvature of the hull is still the subject of much discussion among 
designers of high-speed boats. Ferro-cement is not suitable for flat sections 
and if it is to be used in the construction of semi-displacement hulls, great 
care must be taken that sufficient transverse curvature is provided to 
guarantee the strength of the hull. 

Designers of displacement hulls make every effort to use easily curved 
sections that allow the water to flow easily and with a minimum of resistance 
around the shape. Experience has shown that the ideal shape for a boat is 
one that is smoothly curved in both directions and this shape is excellently 
suited to ferro-cement construction. As the weight of such a hull is not 
critical, it io a relatively simple matter to design one that can accommodate 
the extra weight of the ferro-cement without prejudicing the power/dis- 
placement ratio. Many types of conventional displacement hulls in use 
today lend themselves to ferro-cement construction; these include tugs, 
fishing boats, house boats, work boats, or any ocean-going displacement craft. 

iMany examples of local variations on the basic hull form can be seen 
around the world (see figures 14—24 inclusive). The canoe, originally 
carved out of a tree trunk, has a very long and narrow form and can be 
driven through the water at high speeds with a minimum of effort. Although 
this shape is not favoured by the present-day commercial boating community 
because of its inadequate carrying capacity and stability, there are many 
cases where it is still applicable. Modern, heavy displacement naval craft 
continue to be built along the sleek lines of the canoe. This form of hull 
can be constructed very successfully in ferro-cement, but it should be 
realized clearly that it will probably weigh much heavier than its timber 
of fibreglass counterpart. Its greater weight will certainly cause it to draw 
more water, but this may not be a serious problem. 
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WAVE ron* 

Light ditplactmtnt (planing) bull 

Stmi-dispiatmtnt bull 

»wit, mnn 
LIM 

Ditplaumtnt bull 

Fi$m 13. Tbm batit iypts of bull 
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BlOYANCY 

Buovancy is a very important factor in boat construction. Ferro-cement 
is approximately two and a half times heavier than water, and both steel 
and aluminium are heavier still. Timber is approximately half the weight 
of water. 

Timber hulls, if they are not carrying heavy ballast or heavy engines, 
often continue to float when damaged and filled with water, and in many 
parts of the world today, fishermen, sportsmen and travellers owe their 
lives to this excellent property. 

However, buoyancy can be provided in any type of hull by building 
in watertight or airtight compartments and by incorporating adequate 
buovancv material in the construction. A hull that is constructed in such a 
manner that it provides its own natural buoyancy has distinct advantages. 
Ferro-cement is a material which, by use of sandwich construction con- 
sisting of thin skins of ferro-cement and a material such as polystyrene and 
polyurethene, has much to oner in this respect. 

DECKS AND BULKHEADS 

In most boati the decks and bulkheads are relatively flat sections for 
which ferro-cement on its own is not ordinarily a desirable construction 
material. However, the addition of suitable stiffening such as rolled steel 
joists, angle irons, channel sections, timber beams, or even ferro-cement 
ribs, can provide the strengthening required. Sandwich construction may 
be the ideal solution to the problem of decks and bulkheads, as this form 
provides considerably increased strength and stiffness over a similar weight 
of plain ferro-cement section. 

INSULATION 

Ferro-cement as a material ranks between timber and metal with respect 
to transmission of high or low temperatures. In commercial application, or 
in areas of high or low temperatures, attention must be paid to this factor, 
as serious problems of flexure and stress can result from excessive variations 
of temperature. The decks of a vessel, when exposed to the tropical sun, 
vili almost certainly expand and unless adequate provision is made for the 
resulting stresses, the hull may crack. The same applies to areas around 
engine rooms and freezing compartments. The use of light-colour or 
sunlight-reflecting paints is a help in offsetting this problem. Sandwich-type 
construction is highly desirable for these areas and although more expensive 
than a single skin, it may well prove to be less costly than a single construc- 
tion with insulation added. 
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Fi#m 14. A f5-ft stlmmr. Photograph by co/trtesy of New Zealand Herald 

F fon Ì5. A 55-ft cutter "Imutfrr" 
PMvgraph by comUsy of New Zealand Boating World 
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Figm* té. The "Awahnee", a 5J-ft ferro-ttment cutter built in A>»' Zealand in 1963 by Cali- 
forgia veterinarian, B. Griffiths, to bit own design and modifications. In I'967, Mr. Griffiths, 
wéo is om of today's foremost authorities on ferro-cement construction, successfully sailed the 

"Awahnee" around the world 

Figure 17. A 48-ft game fishing launch 
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FiMiirt tS. A 27-fl fishing, boot 

Figm i 9. A iS-ft fishing boat 



40 Ho\ i> i ROM i I:RRO« IVIIM 

FiMttre 20. A 48-ft comhination tramhr 

Ffeurt 21. A 48-ft combimtim trawhr at unrk 
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Fijt/trt 22. A 54-j't 6-m.»fithi»s. ìmit. Photograph h courtesy of Concrete Products mamtzittt. 
ISA 

i'ijiitre 2Ì. A 38-ft lug 



• 



|«S m m 

i.i 
tH     imi 
i  iti 

125 • 1.4 
• 1.8 

• 1.6 



42 HO\ï> I H« »M I I KKCM I'MI'.VI' 

#%p* Í4. A tO®*ft i*r# 
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FERRQ-CEMENT VESSELS 

American Buteau of Shipping, 19 August 1969 

Pnfkmékj tin Ammern Brno* e/Stóppia 4SBm$éi Street, Nw Yara, N. V 





1. GENERAL CONDITIONS 

/. / Classification 

Vessels which have been wholly or primarily built of ferro-cement 
and which have been built under the special supervision of the Surmors 
to the Bureau, m accordance with these Guidelines, or their equivalent 
and other relevant sections of the Rules, will be considered for classification' 
and where approved by the Committee, distinguished in the Record bv the' 

7^»   * «» Ú   AnTl S"my"   The W of construction, 'W (ornent", will be noted in the Record. 

1.2 Workmanship 

The Surveyor is to satisfy himself that all operators employed in the 
construction of vessels to be considered for classification are property 
qualified in the type of work proposed, and that equipment and other 
facilities are such that acceptable standards can be obtained for the construc- 
tion of the hull, superstructures and appendages thereto, and for the installa- 
tion of equipment, machinery, piping and the electrical system. 

1.3 Construction surveys 

The buikkr is to maintain a schedule of systematic inspections at 
regular intervals during the construction of the vessel, and records thereof 
made by qua ified personnel of the yard, arc to be made available for in* 
^ection by the Surveyor The Surveyor is to be present at the completion 
of all the major stages of construction. Additional visits will depend on 
the size of the vessel, and requests of the owner or builder. 

1.4 Xumys a/Ur construction 

tn Ihc hfJ*to bei!,biect to an Annual Survey on drvdock, equivalent 
to a Special Survey. The hull is to be examined internally and externally, 
and all framing, appendages, deck houses, bulkheads, etc. are to be exam- 
ined. These Annua Surveys are to continue until sufficient experience has 
been acquired to determine that surveys at longer intervals are reasonable 
and proper. 
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1.5 Submission of plans 

Plans showing the particulars, arrangements and details of the principal 
parts or the hull structure of each vessel, to be built under Speciafsurvev 

dm n" ?T?       ,aml appn,ml bcforc thc Work »Construction j 
commenced. These plans are to mdicate clearly the particulars, as well as 
the details and arrangements of the reinforcements of the hull. A construc- 
tion schedule, giving details of materials, mixes, reinforcements   mortar 
apphcanon and curing procedures, is also to be submitted. (cn•   v 
plans should be submitted in triplicate. vencram, 

1.6 Calculations 

The designer is to prepare strength calculations to justify the strength 
of the hull and its components. These calculations are o te based on 5 e 
values obtained from the testing procedure, as prescribed StcSL 4 
and are to be submitted with the plans, as required by 1.5. 

2. PARTICULARS AND CONSTRUCTION 

2.1 Définitions 

The definition of a hull or structure built in ferro-cemem is as follows • 

lÄ.!li5hl^re»infurCe<, fhdl °f Concrete in which A« «^ reinforcement i. distributed widely throughout the concrete, so that the muetMvZ^lS 

from a recoKniwd authority, the Bureau may waive these reauirX^ 

S• "f "* PreVi<,U, K'tt "nd "*" ik ^ - "£E *E3 
2.2 Reinforcements 

The steel content of the ferro-cement should be .* high „ pr.aic.bfc 
«id amm^ed ,n such , m.„„er .s to Mov adeqiu« Xt»^ óf^ 
mortar, .nd thereby result in . void-free «udTSESSZZ?,,* 

^^„tZttJttS tnd **FJ£ 
during the applied X „Vortar Km"m! '" "S "^^ ^Mon 
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chsœnt nuit.es m the strength ot the reinforcements, and ends of members 
are to be hured mto the adjoining structure. The overlaps of the mesh 
layers at the keel, transom edges, etc. are to be staggered to allow Tven 
di.tnbut.on crt reinforcement in those areas, and to\nsure sLtorv 
penetration of the mortar. Butts in reinforcement are to IK- suitabh stag- 
gered, to avoid discontinuities. •      g 

2.3 lormmrk 

J" Tth0d! °f construction whe« ¡^rnal or external forms are 
employed, satisfactory penetration of the mortar must be ensured, and the 

application of mortar. The fcrmwork is to have a smooth surface, and » to 
be thoroughly cleaned before applying the mortar. 

2.4 Cwerete 

r„dIh%Th"dS emPlo>ed for the mixing. handling, compacting and 
cur ng of the concrete are to be consistent and should result in high- 
quahty material. The mortar should be applied as soon as possible after 
mixing, and constant agitation of the mix is to be provided during the wait- 
mg period. If any separation of water from the mix k observed during the 
waiting period, the mortar is to be remixed before application. Container 
used to transport the mortar are to be clean. Care must be taken during 
tiie application of the mortar, so that no void spaces remain adjacent to the 
reinforcements or in corners. Vibrators, and or hand rodding, are to be 
used to compact the mortar at thicker sections. A complete coverage of 

h ulT"*"' 1S t0 * Cmured' althou«h thc thi<*ness of coating 
should be kept at a minimum, and an excessive build-up of cement is to 
be avoided. I erro-cement structures are to be cured in a satisfactory 
manner. Various methods of curing are acceptable, depending on ambient 
conditions but, ,n general, the curing should be done bv water spraying, 
by steam curing under a hood, or by membrane curing. Normally, curing 
should not commence until about three to four hours after the mortar 
application, or when the mortar has taken its first set. This period may be 
longer in association with low atmospheric temperatures. The temperature 
during the curing period is to be kept approximately constant. Where a 
torm is employed, it shall be kept in position for as long as practicable 
during curing. r 

3. MATERIALS 

3.1 Cement 

The cement shall be ordinary Portland cement, in accordance with a 
suitable approved specification, such as ASTM C 535-67T. Other cements 
will also be considered providing they offer adequate watertightness and 
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uniform consistency. Cement should be stored under dry conditions, and 
if the application of the mortar is done in stages, a suitable turnover of 
cement stock is to be arranged to ensure consistent freshness. Any presence 
of lumps in the cement renders it questionable for use, and it is to he sieved 
before mixing. 

3.2 . Aggregate 

Aggregates are to have suitable strength and durability, and are to 
be free of foreign materials, including chemical salts. The aggregate is to 
include clean, washed sand of a silicious nature and should comply with a 
suitable specification, such as ASTM C 330-<SJ*T. 

3.3 Water 

Water is to be free from foreign materials that may impair the strength 
and resistance of the mortar. It is to be free of salts. 

3.4 Mixing 

Mixing is to be done in such proportions as to g4ve consistently the 
required strength, as determined by Section 4. The proportions of the mix 
a« to be by weight. The water/cement ratio is to be controlled as low as 
possible to give the material a consistent quality and workability. Initially 
this is to be judged by a slump test and practicable workability under the 
existing conditions. Once this criterion is established, the mortar is to be 
held to a consistent slump-test standard. 

3.5 Reinforcements 

, Reinforcements (rods, pipes, expanded metal, and wire mesh) are 
to have sufficient tensile and yield strength and ductility, and other pro- 
perties essential for good construction. The reinforcements are to comply 
with a suitable specification, such as ASTM A 615-68,185-64 and A 390-66. 
The reinforcements are to be free from millscale, grease and any other 
contamination. Light corrosion is lot objectionable, but should be brushed 
to remove free oxide. Black or galvanized reinforcements are acceptable. 

4. TESTING 

4.1 Mechanical properties testing 

The mechanical properties tests, as listed below, are to be performed 
on representative samples. Prior to commencement of construction, 
preliminary tests are to be carried out on standard test pieces, as described 
below, in order to determine that the proportions of the mortar mixes and 
properties and arrangements of the reinforcements will satisfy the design 
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trength, recrements of the vessel. The preliminary test pieces are to be 
in accordance with a suitable specification such as AST M C 192 6g «Mouth 
curing may be done at an accelerated rate. Preliminar tests are to hi 
earned out satisfactorily before construction is begu^Du in^cls rucdo^ 
test pieces, as described below, are to be made from thcsZTZZZZl 

b^d'ou" the aCtUal huH C~io"' - «* «^ÄS 
For each 50 cubic feet, or fraction thereof, a minimum of one each of 

he folbwmg tests, compressive, direct tensile, flexural, and ZpZ \t 
to be made. At least three of each of these tests are to be m^f^hh^i 
or structure. Where larger unit hulls or structures £ fcingtu£ antlarf 

îdTnrTt of rmr are used' one « 0¿ tests Per bagtchofTo cubic 
sets ot tests are to be made for each unit of construction. These tests are 
to he earned out ,n a manner that will yield reliable values of The tens*fe 

z •z^ir?gth at boîh crackin«and *•««. - -a i tt Su 
n ,h!?PT elastlc,t>; and imP»« strength of the reinforced samX 

In the construction tests, the curing is to be ki accordance wkh S 
specification such as ASTM C 31 -66 suitable 

(«t j Compressive test 

The compressive test is to be carried out on unenforced samóles 

t"stt :2r4kÍíTOte^ 8^ iength.TheTom^Z^e 
test is to conform to a suitable specification, such as ASTM C 39-66 and 
the test report is to conform thereto. W' and 

(h) Direct tensile test 

test I!Ltt
s?mLTTh '' ,0 ** *•«"""«< «V the "split-cylinder" 

tt«, using similartasting apparatus as is used for the compressive test 
Specific«.«,, ASTM C «KM* describes the procedure for this te« •d 
ofcrs the formula to determine «he "splitting^ tensile streng h" The «,, 

SSL" *°. •* u ttÌnforeCd *nd °f the s,me "« » *- "«d ¡n The compressive tes, However, i, should be noud that the true tensile streng* 

tigthTc,mcn "es be,ween " *nd 70 P" «nt of "* >«•K 3e 
(VJ Flexura! test 

matehh4 ft C' S*IV 
t0 ^/^ T °n S,abs °f concrete aPP•- 

ThlLt íi      R u in-- Tde and °f the same thickncss « the hull. The test pleres are to be reinforced and should have the same pattern of 
renforcement as the actual hull. The flexural test is to conform to a suitable 
speafication, such as ASTM C 293-68 and ASTM C 78-64, but ca c mu 

uniform ZT^ *ï ** ^ aPPlÍCatÍOn a"d ^^ b"s provide« uniform load across the test p.ece. Furthermore, readings are to be taken 
at both cracking and failure. 
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(d) Impact test 

An impact test it to be performed on representative reinforced panels. 
The thicknesses and reinforcement of the test panels are to follow the 
same patterns as those of the actual hull. The panel, which is to be flat, 
should measure about 2 ft \2 ft, and is to have two mutually perpendicular 
vee notches » m in. (1 mm) wide and >/« in. (2 mm) deep across the centroid 
of test panel. The notches are to be at right angles to the edges. A drop- 
weight-type test is to be employed. Failure occurs when the test panel 
develops a leak, and this is to be determined by a water-hose test, or the 
equivalent. The test report is to include the following data: 

Í. Identification number. 
2. All dimensions of the specimen. 
3. Applied load that causes failure. 
4. Curing history, and moisture condition of 
5. Defects of specimen and age. 
6. Ambient conditions. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The use of ferro-cement for the construction of small boat hulls has 
become widely accepted and the techniques of construction are well known 

Its jse has now been extended to the construction of larger vessels' 
including work boats, for commercial use. To satisfy the requirements 
of classification authorities, this specification has been drawn up as a basis 
tor design, acceptance, construction, inspection and information. 

Ferro-Cement Limited has several years of experience in the successful 
use of the material. Research is being undertaken at present bv the Compam 
and by other investigators and this specification is based on the experience 
and knowledge that is currently available. Although there are aspects of 
the behaviour and characteristics of ferro-cement that have not been fullv 
investigated, sufficient is known to present this specification as a working 
basis for its design and construction. As more information becomes 
available through research, experience, etc. the appropriate amendments 
will be made. 

PART 1. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

1,1 Classification 

-, â\ *!?*!' t*FW«i chiiificMioß ty •* ««thorny, vi*. Lloyds, New 
¿eatand, Marine Department, shall be buik to the requirements of this 
specification. 

1.2 Werks 

Ferro-cement vessels shall be built in properly equipped works that 
comply with the following minimum requirements: 

1.2.1 Buildings shall be sufficient in size to ensure that the complete 
construction of the ferro-cement sections of the vessel can be carried 
out within the buildings. 

1.2.2 Provision shall be made for the storage of all cement and aggregates 
in dry conditions. Aggregate bins will be such that surplus water 
in freshly delivered material may freely drain away. 

1.2.3 Provision shall be made for mixing all mortar under cover. 
1.2.4 Provision shall be made for adequate steam curing of all ferro- 

cement work. 
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Provision shall he made for a separate testing laboratory in which 
simple tests such as slump determinations and set-off times can he made 
and where effective preparation and recording of other control tests can 
he carried out. 

The laboratory shall be equipped with the following: 

1.3.1 Set of accurate pan scales weighing 20 Ih, bv ounces. 
1.3.2 Standard compression test moulds 6 off   *8-in. and 4-in. diameters 
1.3.3 Set of plank moulds for flexure tests. 
1.3.4 Slump testing equipment    12-in., 8-in., and 4-in. diameters. 
•;'* Ie"1 r^  w,th hawlcnc<i knifc edge stools for load testing of panels, 

1.3.6 Set of accurate certified weights    >, 02 to 20 lb. 
1.3.7 Records filing cabinet, 
1 X% Bench and furnishings. 
1.3.9   Thermometer and humiditv gauge. 
1,3,10 m fooBS skve8t * 'in" 9'lukkt% No'7| No*H ***• **•No-52 twd 

1.4 Inspection 

The Works shall institute a system of rigid inspection of vessels 
being constructed. These shall be held at regukr «Stfthe vTscV 

who ma> or may not be directly employed by the construction Company. 

Minimum required inspection stages shall be : 

1. The time of lofting (check skin thickness allowances). 
Í ¿t? •*? *in/orccmc«t *«à mesh placement are half completed. 
3, When steel reinforcement and mesh placement are completed 
#. immediately prior to plastering. 
5, During application and compaction of mortar. 
4 At stripping of major formwork or frames. 
7, At end of curing period. 
•• At the completion of all remedial work requited as a result of 

previous inspections. 

m^tlT^ T"* °f thCie insPcctioM *•« be kept for scrutiny bv any iiipervisory authority or surveyor. '     ? 

14.1 Information to ht morded 

Md ^i^dTÍTnformatÍOn ^ * "eo,ded for cach veS8cl constructed •nd retained on the construction company's files for future reference bv 
surveyors or other authorities as required : ' reference by 
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(a) Dimensions and type of vessel. 

(/>) Type and number of layers of mesh used. 

(c) Type of main reinforcing rod used and the mean of 50 random 
measurements of spacing observed to be reported in the longitudinal 
direction for the transverse steel and the verfiele direction for the 
longitudinal steel. 

(d) Spacing, gauge and type of wire ties used. 

W General observations of environment, temperature and draught 
conditions to be made prior to commencement of plastering. 

(/) Material record. 
(i) Origin and type of sand used in mortar, 

(ii) Grading curve for sand used. 
(iii) Mix design of mortar giving proportions bv weight of sand 

cement and water. ' ' 
(iv) Details and quantity of any additive used, 
(v) Assessment of water content of sand and any subsequent adjust- 

n*ent to mortar mix to compensate for water content of sand, 
(vi) Source, type and delivery date of cement used, 

(vii) Results of slump tests carried out on plaster, 
(viii) The number and identification of test samples, 

(ix) Date of plastering and making of test samples, 
(x) Date of testing samples and results. 

(g) Plastering record. 
(i) Method of plastering used and name of person responsible 

for the application of the plaster and for final finishing. 
(11) Continuity of plastering : 

a. Time of commencement. 
b. Time of completion. 
c. Record of any delays in application in excess of 30 

minutes. 
(iii) Method of compaction used. 
(iv) Average thickness of mortar, noting maximum and minimum 

and location thereof. 

(¿) Record time of initial set of final batch of mortar applied. 
(*") Curing. 

(i) Method of curing: 
a. Hull 
b. Decks 
c. Bulkheads 

(ii) Time of commencement of curing: 
a. Hull 
b. Decks 
c. Bulkheads 



60 
*M't> i mm 11 jm<M I-W.NT 

(iii) If steam cured : 
Record time to retch curing temper»*,,*, ,ITOc it „,„„„ 
»murature and time of cmrfing for each section. 

a. Hull 
b. Decks 
c. Bulkheads 

(¡v) Ob«rv«k>n,  .fer completi«,  „f „^    ivjn^  ^j, 

Ä" S     "      ^ ",d ""0,,m rf •¿'^.hT»- 
(v) Details of remedial work specified. 

PAUT a. MATERIALS 

e 
2,1Cerneut 

2.1.1 ^»t 5^11 be mabrnty p0ftklld N 

2.1.2 Cement shall be fresh!v delivered «v•. — u »i  ^_ • 

zu SS Äi ^'Ä^opemion - « - 

»5•.^beL^hf
S

cerÄ
0Äï,,en,• ,nd """*" 

«* «te of the mnung openuion. to «„,„« th., the b.g, rei»i„^ 

•«er l^tadÜg ÍET" «•**•**« fa« deleterio« 

3 EÄSKT ,ha" ** 8UbSUmÍ"l>- f~ f• P-— « di.- 

»uhiec,,othc,„dinKbe^;;0
tistto

d;7n "«'-«'•' »PProv.1 .„d 
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2'2,5 2¡L"!¡5•"?regatC Sha," ** gra,ded S° fts to faH wiíhín th* foUowing 
rÎoBS^ÎSÏ0^ t0 md!íg mm 2foffi~ Wegttes accord 

mg to BSs 882, 1964. hot fiorimi ferro-cement, use Grading B below 

Mrtr lap 
ft««/*.«* pofkt HS tin; h »tifkl 

A P/S in. 
A 13/16 in. 

B 

No. 7 
No. 14 
No. 25 
No. 52 
No. 100 

100 
90—100 

75—100 

33— §9 
io- » 
0— 10 

UW*§# 

2.3.1 Wttcr shall be fresh and free from deleterious matter. Normal focal 
wthonty a»*«* drinking water supplv «hall be cons.dcred stable. 

2.4 Merlar 

2.4.1 hor hand plastering 

m «orar shtM be mixed in a suitable motonaed pan or paddle-type 
mtwiw mixer. Conventional rotating drum concrete m,xcrt shall not 

2.4.2 For spray plastering 

m ^0ftil8^,, *» mi%eá m * PMi of paddle-tvpe mixet pr.or to 
i^ing. This mixer can be either separate or attached to the »prt vmg 

2.4.3 The mont shall be thoroughly mixed in the following proportions, 
by weight, assuming dry sand : 

Cement      931b 
Stnd 186 lb 
Water    42 lb 
Water /cement ratio       0.45 

Cecon water-reducing additive, 7 n\ 02 per 93 lb bag of cement. 
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2.4.4 Adjustment to the above mix shall be made to allow for the water 
content of the sand. 
A sample of sand shall be taken prior to mixing, to assess the water 
content, and suitable adjustment to the mix shall be made. 
The water content shall be assessed by using the siphon-can method, 
as suggested  by the Cement and Concrete Association  of New 
Zealand. 

2.4.5 Notwithstanding the provisions of Clause 2.4.3, the water/cement 
ratio shall be controlled to be as low as possible to give a mortar 
mix consistent in quality and workability. This consistency will be 
checked by regular slump tests combined with practical workability 
•s required by the plastering tradesmen. 

PART 3. DESIGN 

3.1 Definition offerro-cemwt 

Ftfto-ceiiient is • form of reinforced concrete that contains a large 
proportion of steel widely dispersed in a matrix of dense mortar made 
Í »f^ •f1 cement. The high steel content tenders the ferro-cetáent 
flexible and the mesh reinforcement controls cracking in the mortar. 

3,2 Struttomi analysis 
3.2.1 Mr (hoe 

Accepted methods of structural analysis iti naval architect«« and 
mmm design shall be Applied to the hull to determine the internal 
forces and moments acting in it under the worse conditions of loading, 

3.2.2 Testing 

Alternatively, the hull's strength may be determined by testing. 

3,3 De sigi loading 

Aw* action dm h design mm« 

3.3.1 In considering the moment of resistance of the hull when acting 
as a beam under design wave conditions, the whole monolithic 
concrete section of the hull shall be taken into account when com- 
putmg position of the neutral axis and the induced stresses. 

3.3.2 In order to establish confo nity in calculations made to assess the 
hull strength, the following assumed loadings should be considered 
for vessels less than 80 ft in length. Calculations for vessels of 
greater length will be specially considered. 
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1 .Considering the hull as a beam subject to hogging and sagging 
bending moments. A bending moment of *¿. lb ft is to be used, 
where 1 is the extreme displacement in poundi and /. the over- 
all length in feet. 

2. Calculations made for the full shell and transverse framing 
subject to water pressure are to assume a static water and dvntmic 
wave load. 

3. In calculating the scantlings for deck structure, a uniform badi«« 
equivalent to a 3-ft head of sea-water is to be assumed. 

4. Structural  bulkheads are to withstand * sen-water press««* 

TT?* L
t°„t * *** obtained wh«« * compartment • one side of the bulkhead is flooded. 

5. Where high local loadings occur, calculations for be«! strength 
shall be based on the total pull or thru« applied at that point ¿ri 
allowable stresses shall be in accordance with section 3.4 of this 
specification. 

6. pie efcet of shrinkage stresses should be assessed to ensure tha» 
Je minimum quantity of reinforcing is sufficient to distribute 
the stresses adequately. 

3.3,3 Design criteria for beam action under design wave ate as follows: 

*' I** mJ1timum tensite *mm in ** structure shall be no greater 
mm 50 per cent of the tensile stress causing cracking of the 
ferro-cement section. 

2. As the mortar should not he considered to have any tensile 
strength the maximum tensile stress in the mild steel should not 
exceed 18,000 p.s.i. and the compressive stress in the conerete 
should not exceed 1,000 p.s.i. 

1,4 Dirigi km/s 

Otkr Imi conditions ma secondar) effects 

3.4.1 For loading conditions other than those caused bv wave action, 
e. g. berthing load, loads from equipment such as winches, gallows 
or other mechanical gear and for secondary stresses set up in the 
hull by water pressure such as bending moments between bulkheads 
etc., where applicable the hull shall be designed according to the' 
following requirements or, alternatively, the required strength can 
be determined bv test. 
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3.4.2 The following factors of safety shall be the minimum acceptable 
where ultimate strength design methods are used in relation to a 
ferro-cement section : 

(i) Flexure 

*>• = •—— = 3.0 

Where F»u is the ultimate factor of safen in flexure, M,* ii 
the ultimate bending moment of the ferro-cement section deter- 
mined from tew, or from analysis (see 3.4,3.1), and M«,, is the 
marimum working moment of the ferro-cement section, 

(it) Direct tension 

» Mi 

Ik' 

Whit* F^ is the ultimate factor of safety in tension, T*. it the 
«imate tensile strength of the ferro-cement section <l4.3,2). 
W » the maximum working tension in the ferro-cement 
section. 

3.4,1 Structural (kmmlmttks of fem>-(tmMt 

3,4.3.1 llexurc 

?Jfï * ñmmé «xtxám to me current ÀCI Buildin£ 
Ï&ÎZSÏZ?* teUwêamd Concis (j. €. d* ACI Standard 
J18-63 or its later amendment or revision). 

2L22ÎÏ* *?" dcSign methad ^' ** tticd to I** «^etlv me permissible working moment in the section. 

ÄiÄTSlli.d,Ä **? ***ilso ** u>cd If «* *** 
stoHh?. lili'06wTÍ 0, Î*" ** L° ând thc **** <* "*" «J« be as defined in 3.4.2.1 of this specification. 

Ä^rtLfof Zyt COndllCted to dcte",lii,c th€ ttW*»* ffeXigmT fc^cement section to the satisfaction of 

S.4.3.2 Dim! launa 

The ul.im.te »trench of fcrro-wmen, ¡„ dim:, «„,ioi, ,h,|| ^ „,,,.„ 
to be w H* „ttcngth of ,hc ,t«l «lone. (It .hould be n«rd 

^ £ ?ì'"m,à W,re i8 ""!* ,hc "«' *lon<! •'"• I« <"«" *^ 
3?££SÄ5 'h"1 no' •* con"id"ed " —'«*" 
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If acceptable tests have been carried out on the particular construction 
in question and have demonstrated without doubt that ?ts "en Ue 
strength ,s greater than that of the steel alone (even with the presence 
of shrinkage cracks in the mortar), then the strength evaluated from 
such tests may be accepted as a basis for design 

2S&VÏÎ5? i ?hCt temi°a Ìn the/err°-Cement Sha» »* such •• » satisfy 3.4.2.2 of this specification but not sufficient as to be detri- 
mental to the watertightness of the hull. 

3.4.3.3 Direct compression 

In general, compressive forces do not govern a design, but rather 
flexure, tension or impact. However, the permissible direct compres- 

TtteZ^JrT•? *hf^ ^^-»^(thecylindersZgth 
of the mortar) where the cylinder strength of the mortar is defined 
according to the AQ Building Code Requirements for ReinrWd 
^ncrete (i.e. the ACI Standard 318-63 or its later amendnJnTor 

3.4.3.4 !mp*ct 

To date, the method used to obtain a semi-quantitative comparison 
between various forms of reinforced panels has been the pushing 

*£l?lCOnT OÍl me'al Punch (1^in- diftmcter) *«W P«*sed 
TZ *£."»** <* a tc? P*1*1 sP«•g in one direction only, 
the span being four times the panel thickness plus two inches. Loads 
obtained have ranged from about 1,000 lb for some «,-in -thick 
panels up to 8,000 lb for 2-in.-thick panels. 
It has been found that the punching strength increases with 

feUTÏ *,C,knf8S; ^ thc amOUnt °f rcinforcin«i »nd (0 the distance »torn the loaded surface to thc reinforcing steel. 
Some panels (for example %-in. panels with four layers of chicken 
mesh m the top and bottom faces and no longitudinal steel) failed in 
bending before punching occurred, indicating that this form of 
cotistruction is seriously under-reinforced in this direction. Otherwise 
failure occurred by a sudden clean penetration of the loaded surface 
by about «/, in. by the punch, with a widespread cracking showing 
on the under surface. Apart from variations in the strength, the degree 
of damage in similarly constructed panels of different meshes appeared 
to be the same. rr 

AH held together fairly well to provide good resistance to water 
penetration and it is evident that anv further comparison of 
reinforcing combinations should include this aspect as part of the test. 
Results indicate that it would be reasonable to expect a minimum 
strength of approximately 1,200 lb for '„-in.-thick skins; 2,500 lb 
for -Vin.-thick skins; 3,000 lb for l-in.-thick skins, and 7,500 lb 
for 2-in.-thick skins. (These are plotted in figure 2-1.) It is probable 
that the minimum values can be increased considerably in the 1-in 
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and thicker range as existing tests were obtained using panels which 
were made from low-strength mortars. 

3.4.3.5 Homogtmous flextiral action 

It is true that ferro-cement behaves like a homogeneous material. 
However, its flexural strength is dependent on the steel content and 
disposition and therefore a working stress for the homogeneous 
material cannot be specified. Such a working stress could vary over 
a wide range and its use shall be permitted onlv where it is based 
on test results or analysis according to Clause 3.4.3.1. 

3.4.3.6 Modulus of elasticity 

As with reinforced concrete, the modulus of elasticity of ferro-cement 

Ntti content, disposition and quality, rate and intensity of loading 

ef¿fc£- of'UAV °f mÌm*tÌRg ***"* *¿ ««W» of 
OsïtS «.i        t femM*«*•* «****« *tH be assumed to be 

F#w 2-t. Sqgguttjmmkmm pmebkm streng for ft trn-ctmntt pamls 

M        W        1.1        1.« 
«MIL THICKNESS-<J (in) 

1.1 It 2.0 
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PART 4. CONSTRUCTION 

4.1 

4.2 

foite^ftgrm drawin8s for any vessd sht"consi8t °f not iess than ** 
f*> A vessel profile; 

ß) A lines plan; 

(c) Sufficient cross sections to show the required layout of steel 
forcing and mesh; and . 

(i) Additiorwl details as required to show mmfammm »round openings 
and load pmnts such as m the area of the propulsion unit or winches 
gaiiows, mast, etc. * 

4J 

mvJttTTf^J* r* *°f dfwil,«s tnd -PecMS-tfaM which 
»ve details of the work to be carried out by other trades in the construction 

All plans, specifications and other date required by the approving 

^¡ÜS ShtV* Subniítted t0 that 8«hority in accordance with 2 
accepted procedure prior to commencement of construction. 

4.5 

During construction of the vessel all record sheets required in Part 1 
of this specification shall be faithfully completed by the person immediately 
n charge of construction who will also ensure that the inspecting authority 

is kept fully informed on the progress of the construction of the vessel    ' 

4.6 

Construction shall be by either the suspended hull method, i.e. the 
erection of reinforcement on vertical pipe or other framing or bv the use 
or a male mould with the hull being constructed in the inverted position 
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4. ? Rtinforctmt'Ht 

Steel rods and mesh arc to be disposed and shaped to the boat's form 
such that the production of void-free material mav be obtained. Sufficient 
transverse reinforcement is to be placed in addition to the mesh to allow 
for shear torces experienced as the result of bending and torsional movement 
or the hull at sea. Adequate reinforcement is to be placed locallv where hish 
loads are experienced. Any discontinuities in the strength of the rein- 
tofcement arc to be avoided and an adequate overlap is to be provided 
where reinforcing rods are joined. 

A minimum steel content equivalent to 25 lb of steel per cubic foot of 
©oacfete should be provided in each of two directions, at right angles 
This steel will consist of both centrally placed rods with outer layers of 

iZi     A *À   ? ¡n Trdw,CC Whh thc «W*«* <fc«R« requirements. 
smJuf i     r       «'«forcement must be arranged to give an integml 

m^ori« "lí°Tmem TÍ"** aK to * "a** wiKd to »V°W »»ve- ment during the placing of the mortar. 

4.S Cmmtt 

bT^'l' Í. K?l? "T* ï'gh <,U*",V ""o•1 T>K builde, should 

S5tí J^S^AJT"8UCh ,s Nzs ,90°- °-^ '• 
one ASÍ.*8 m0mr *° ,hC reÍnforcCmen* C'n * «"*- « * 
'"'Tl'Ü.Ü!! r,n??,r"ion •>•" «¡"forcement i. not excessive, the hull 

To' £ rt from onc *idc onl>'°n "« »'«'¡«ion th.. the rnotti, 

penetr.tion on be „»„red. I„ order to do this it i, essential thai the 
*.ter/cement „mo of the mortar j, mt ,KKtKd to £?£& 

JA*• ,he ,0"' •*««* -**« morar*wil  bet 
duced   Under no circumstance should thc inside of the olaster h* 

W The hull may be plastered from the outside in one operation «llowimr 
the mortar to penetrate as far «s i, will. In are«" 'coi¿rZ¿H 

~Tricot r •r^ n°*HTOd h"'f"^ srns areas it mat come through to the interior. Where this occurs th» 
excess mortar on the inside should be scraped hick to eTu«'ver! 
rough nnish bsck ,o the inside layer of ÏÏ,. No °teZ"hou d 
be made to smooth the inside of the hull. After compie" wTer cS 

íriTl "f n""CSS ,h"n four <*»>*• th< """><" f *nun2 
* a pSin" ir P "r Ìn T ,h" • "* "-««"W «tt >> a plastering team. Prior to the application of the interior laver 

S^r^jx^ r,,f thick •«Ä i rnt mesh so that it penetrates to the surface of the 
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plastered layer. Then mort« may be applied and thoroughly vibrated 
to ensure its penetration through the mesh and, in pattieuC t 
preven, air being trapped. Under no circurmtancc  should poke, ór 

external layer. Suitable vibration ean be provided bv the use of orbM 
«ndcrs fanned to a wooden plate which will serve as a flo.   Th " 
v.b,.«„r,   provide   very-high-frequency   low-amplitude   vibrate 
which ensures thorough penetration of the mortar wi,h„u,S 
the previously cast plaster. * 

The hull may be plastered in sections using either of the above techni 
W provided care is taken to ensure a clean joint hct^nlTZuntZ 
decks, or between any sections which are plastered. Mortar shouldTbepbced 
with» a reasonably short period of adding the mixing water and agf«Z 
continued during the waiting period. During handling and pEmTrfE 

plastered »n separate operations, as with the hull, and using eitherTffZ 

Bulkheads sha 1 be made integral with the hull, except where bulkhead 
grounds are provkfed, whkh should also be integril with Äl. 

ipecial consideration. Under no circumstance is am bonding agent which 
is unstable in water to be used. *  ^ 

Apertures for fittings may be formed prior to placing mortar or mav be 
eut after completion .„d curing of theW AI? apeLTs^houÄ 
the bare concrete surfkee adequately sealed before fixmg the skin fitting? 

4.9 Curing 

The hull and other concrete structures are to be properly cured once 

Where any formwork is used, e.g. at the keel, it should be kept in 
position for as long as practical during the curing period. 

4.10 Otkr structurel materials 

rnJS^Í^SS^ °r °thcr structurc« •« of wood or steel thev should 
Äh^^"*^^ for thC Con"•*io» of Wooden Fiahing Boats their Machinery and Equipment" 1968, or "Requirements for tfe 

SS SSïïT1°"'       uh,nCrí *nd «ViP«« of Steel Fishing Boats» 
1%9 respectively, or other rules approved by the Marine Department. 

comÄ ÍT Steeri,ng S.' ftnd pipinK *r•n«^nt* thould also comply with the above rules. Where approval is requested for concrete 
foe tanks cast integral with the hull structure, a suitable approved lining 
material is to be placed once the concrete has dried out * 
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PARI 5. TKSTING 

5. / General requirements 

The following tests or approved equivalent tests agreed with the 
Surveyor are to be carried out on the mortar, sample panels and placed 
concrete structure. Any other tests requested bv the surveyor should also 
be carried out. The cost of all tests is to be borne by the builder. 

5.2 Slump testing of the concrete mix 

The concrete mix should be subject to sufficient slump tests which are 
to be generally in accordance with Part II of NZS 192, 1952, or similar 
approved standard, and should not exceed 2 in. 

The slump of the concrete should be the lowest possible that will 
permit thorough compaction. 

5.3 Compression tests 

During manufacture and placing of concrete random samples of the 
mx are to be selected in the presence of the surveyor and standard test 
cylinders moulded from each sample and suitably identified. These should 
be cured under standard conditions and tested at 28 davs in accordance 
with the requirements of NZS 192, 1952, or a similar approved standard. 
The tests should be witnessed by the surveyor, unless carried out bv a 
letting laboratory, when the certified results are to be submitted to "the 
surveyor. 

5.4 Sample representative panels 

Where necessary, sample panels are to be prepared in order to check 
vertical, sloping, and horizontal mortar application, from the same materials 
and mix and reinforced with the same numbers of layers of wire mesh as 
are proposed for the hull. These are to be prepared prior to application 
of the mortar to the vessel's reinforcement and inspected by the surveyor 
Test panels to the same thickness as the hull should be cured during'the 
curing period of the vessel and by the same means. The surveyor will then 
subject a number of the panels to whatever destructive or other tests he 
considers necessary in order to assess the quality of the ferro-cement 

Sufficient test panels should be made available to a recognized testing 
laboratory where flexural and impact tests should be carried out and a 
certified report on the results of these tests forwarded to the surveyor 
Flexural tests on panels about 4 ft long by 12 in. wide should conform to a 
suitable approved standard but care must be taken to ensure that the load 
application and support blocks provide a uniform load across the test 
piece. 

dur¡„8eA:« «;,bc ,aken *bo,h crackin8 and wiure °f ** *»* 
Refer back to paragraph 3.4.3.4. 
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5.5 Wattrtightnm of the structure 

•„ K i' x d oth« 8urfacc* which are intended to be watertight arc- 
to be closely inspected for surface faults after curing, and when any for^ 
work «removed. A smooth, sound-appearing surf cfJll no2lt^ 

PART 6. CLEANING DOWN ANO PAINTING 

6.1 deeming down 

Cleaning down should not be undertaken until a re»«nnahk «ri«j «r 
««tag btei All loo« «d, of *. £u ta^ÄKf 
»fa» » fill j pi„ hofc. with epoxy fill«, cemem ,«££,£ 

6,2 Painting 

^J^HY
i
9tmL§hmM ** * which co^rfiM with an approved 





m AMO mm mm ON A mmxm LAUNCH HULL 

Prtpavd by Fm*C<mmt Limittá, Amktmé, N$m Zealand, 31 March 1971 





INTRODUCTION 

A prototype 27-ft launch hull was drop-tested hy dropping it from 
various eights onto the water. Subsequent to this test, seve»! gallons of 
petrol were poured into the bilges and set alight. 

The purposes of these tests were to: 

t. Evaluate a new form of consttuctiofl which consists of a ternate 
moulding process using mesh only without any other form of 
steel. 

2. Determine the fite resistance of a normal fcrro-ccmcnt hull. 

3. Evaluate the potential of a woven mesh as compared to welded or a 
netting-type mesh. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE TEST HULL 

The hull used was a prototype produced in a female mould using three 
layers of woven mesh. The weight of the mesh was 1.3 lb per square foot, 
which g;ives a density of 25 lb per cubic foot. The total hull was approxima- 
tely 5/8 m. thick. During the construction process, the transverse diaphragms 
around the engine beds and forward bulkheads were precast and placed 
m position before casting of the actual hull. This albwed a very good 
connexion between the hull and the diaphragms. 

The petering of the hull was carried out from the inside using 
vibrators of the Nucon type. These vibrators were not completely success- 
tul and complete penetration of the mortar through the hull was not 
achieved in all places. About ten per cent of the outer surface of the hull 
had to be filled in with mortar after demoulding. 

No difficulty was experienced with the demoulding, and the hull 
Utted out from the female concrete mould remarkably easily. The hull was 
given two coats of Micanox and then, before launching, a coat of white 
primer. The hull was twelve weeks old at the time of testing. 

Before dropping, the transverse ties were placed between the gunwales 
at two points in order prevent the unnecessary flexing which would have 
been caused during the drop tests, due to the absence of decks. 

75 
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Testi. DROPPING 

The hull was lined up underneath the mobile crane and slings were 
attached to eye bolts set in the keel. Wire strops were passed through 
eyes attached to the cross bracing at the centre point to keep the hull in an 
upright position during lifting. A mobile crane standing on the wharf 
then raised the hull some two feet out of the water. However, the slings 
were of incorrect length and the hull hung in a stern-down position with 
the result that when it dropped with a free fall the stern section fell at least 
two feet into the water. This particular test imposed excessive load on the 
very flat sections in the after area of the hull, as the whole load of the hull was 
placed on the flat section adjacent to the tuck. The bracing of the transverse 
ties holding the slings in place and keeping the gunwales from flexing, was 
«sufficient due to the angle of the slings, and the bending of the brace caused 
the failure of the gunwale which was slightly cracked during the first lift 
and prior to the drop. 

nJTt* dr0pS Were fhcn "*** usin« sli«htl>' modified s»nging to 
•    f,feCt j1!6 Previ°• misalignment. Four drops of three feet were made 
ft!^ W° at ñ• fr- Thf final dr°P' with the h«" i« » completely* level position, was made from a height of eight feet. 

RESULTS 

fmm
ThCrc WMn0 dtm,^,.to ,hc hu" resultinf! ftom *« d">P «««, «Part 

from .very rrunor sprawling of the concrete .t the rear end of the keel 

1 /hJUn"'0n.betWeCnthe hU" and ,he MP °f the "«*'• At this point 
would be the area subjected to the full impact force of the first drot. test 
on the very flat section ,ft. The sprawling of ,he concrete occurredTuZ 

LXKIÄno* become pro«ttssi^ —• «- -* «2 
Test II. FIRE TEST 

• Althe conclu8i°n °f the drop tests two gallons of t-trol we» tsnn~A 
•nto the sump and bilges of thf boat and Sed. The fetafcS? fi 
very strongly in the engine sump and between two bulkheadASÍ 
•pp^ximately one and a half gallons of petrol. ThH^^S 

Ltd acouldTghthC f rC'KWhKiCh ,aT* for ab0Ut Ci«ht minuter^ ng sound could be heard which was later identified as the soaílinroff of 
small pieces of surface mortar. (See figure 3-1). P      g 

hl^ í6 l
concIusion of *e test it was found that, although sliriitlv 

sltt¿ the mam,hu11 itSe,f Was in *ood condition, ûJÏÏXJctvl 
slight surface sprawling of the mortar in the areas inmedkJ¡7¡A 
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to the confined petrol. No serious damage of any sort was suffered and 
repairs to rectify the sprawling were relatively simple. No damage to the 
paintwork on the outside of the hull could be observed and there was no 
sign of damage to any of the areas on the outside of the hull which had been 
filled with plaster owing to the inadequate penetration of the first applica- 
tion of the mortar. rr 

CONCLUSION 

This hull, which was a semi-displacement hull with fiat sections aft 
although unsuitable for this type of test, performed exceptionally well 
and substantiates the integrity of ferro-cement for boat cowtfuctioa. 





CONSTRUCTION DETAILS FOR A 

TYPICAL FERROCEMENT BOAT 

PnpÊmabf Pm+Cttmm iJmit^ AmkUrnd, Nm Z«i**l M*) 1969 

Te«u«| referen«* lo figure m thii tnncx do not follow • numerical order because 
mmy of the photograph« lubmitted to illuitrttc this part of the publication form 
m tricfntclvei a pktorM ctwy showing a natural »equence of stepi in the building 
of a term-cement boat. The corresponding reference« in the text have therefore 
been left in the original order and the figures placed at the end of the annex. 





PARTI. PIPE FRAMES 

1.1 Bending the frames 

The pipe frames are bent after the construction sections have all been 
drawn full size on the floor. Pipe frames are constructed of *4-in-inside- 

tTZ ??" "B" 8f;de PÌpe Ï Preferfed as lt is less likel>' » Wnk when bent Deck frames or beams and the water-line beams are made of square 
pipe 1-in. x 1-in. x 10-gauge hollow section. H 

The girth of each frame, from the topmost point to the keel, is first 
measured around and an additional 6 to 9 in. allowed on the length of 
the pipe cut. The pipe is then bent approximately to shape by bendine 
slowly through a hole in a block of wood. This bending jig consists simply 
of a p,ece of 4-in    x 3-in. timber, approximately 2 ft long, clamped or 
bolted onto a bench or some other solid member that will provide arigid 
base. A hole 1   , in diameter, is drilled through this. The pipe frame is put 
through the hole and then, every 3 or 4 in., a downward pressure is exerted 
on the pipe, bending it slightly into shape. It is important not to let the 
pipe twist during the preliminary bending, as this causes distortion. When 
the frame is required to be bent into a reverse curve, the pipe must be 
turned over completely and the performance repeated. After the two halves 
or the pipe have been bent approximately to shape thev are set down on the 
floor for bending to the exact final shape, using a mechanical bender (see 
figures 4-1 and 4-2). In this final bending, work must start from one end of 
the pipe. As the pipe is bent to the correct shape against the lines on the 
floor, a small hole is drilled in it at each water-line and a nail is driven right 
through the pipe, holding it to the floor at that position. When the pipe 
is being bent into a reverse curve it is important that the pipe bender be 
moved completely from one side of the frame to the other and not just 
turned end for end. 

1.2 Frame assembly 

When both pieces of pipe have been bent true thev are set up on each 
side of the centre line in their correct positions. The water-line holes that 
have been drilled in the pipe are used to position it on the correct water- 
lines. Check measurements should be made from the sheer back to the 
centre line and from the load water-line back to the centre line to ensure 
that both sides are exactly the same. The 1-in. x 1-in. x 10-gauge square 
section pipe at the deck, which is a cambered pipe, and the pipe at the 
Joad water-line, which is a straight pipe, are now welded into position. 

83 
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The load water-line pipe is straight and at each frame its top edge is 
positioned at the load water-line. It is advisable to have permanent chocks 
nailed tí) the floor at the load water-line position so that each load water- 
line is positioned in exactly the same place. The cambered deck pipe, which 
has been bent previously to the required deck camber from the lofted lines, 
is set in between the side pipes, approximated ^ to 5 in. below the true 
deck line. This amount of offset will depend on the depth of the gunwale 
section which is being built into the boat, plus the boxing used, plus an 
additional '¡,-in. clearance that is usually allowed for packing between the 
deck pipe and the boxing. This >2 in. is for removable packing, which 
is incorporated to allow the frames to be removed more easily after the 
plastering has been completed. (For details of this set-up see figure 4-25.) 
At the bottom of the keel the two sides are joined bv a short horizontal pipe. 
This pipe is kept up from the keel by sufficient distance to allow the keel 
pipe or profile pipe to be fitted fore and aft in its correct position. Side 
packers will also be fitted at each side of the profile pipe at a later stage and 
the bottom ends of the frames will be cut back at approximately 45° to 
avoid any hard corners along the keel which are likelv to chip. (For an 
illustration see figure 4-23.) 

1.3 Wtltüng of frames 

The welding of the frame assembled on the floor needs considerable 
care. All joints should be first tack-welded onlv. The sequence of work 
should be from deck beam to LWL, to keel, followed by pipe-hanging and 
diagonal bracing. Under no circumstances should anv joint be completely 
welded, as this will cause considerable distortion. It is far better to rotate 
around the frame and bracing four or five times and have a frame which is true 

Where possible, work should be carried out in a triangular pattern 
The same sequence must be applied when the frame is lifted off the floor 

ÏÏÎ.tuT uT t0MWe!d the othfr side-If pipe frames are to * bui,t i". loints should be welded at one side only. This allows deck beam, LWL and 
braces to be removed more readily by twisting with a wrench. 

A centre-line pipe, or hanging pipe, is next welded into place. It is 
helpful to have permanent chocks nailed to the floor so that one side of 
this pipe is located exactly on the centre line. The pipe should extend above 
the frames to a common level or the height of the hanging girder in the 
shed Across the top of this hanging pipe a plate, 2 in. ,%". and about 
4 in. ong, is welded. This extends to one side only and should be positioned 
by placing against a block permanently nailed to the floor, so that all 
these plates will he at exactly the same height. When welding this plate to 

onVrL^ÍT    .T? bar' CarC mUSt ** taken that the we^ ext«»ds on only three s.des of the hanging pipe, and that the angle formed by the centre 

i      fu   í Í Uu CfSidc °f thc hanßin« P,ate is completely free of weld. The 
!nn/,h    ! gmg Pi!*•*8 with each bo»t, depending on the draught 
and the clearance required at ground level in the shed. Diagonal brakes 
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are now added, rrom the centre line down to a point approximately 6 in 
from the frame at water-line level. These diagonal braces must be kept 

rfrzy r; iom the uop of the cemre *** to a,,°w «A*•* • & main fore and aft hanging beam and are welded to the deck pipe and the 
water-line p,pe For larger craft a second pair of diagonal braces Jower down 
s recommended If a sheer ferro-cement rail is to be built onto the boat The' 

hen 1Í Vt¡ /¡f elShOUld be CUt °ff at the ** °f the tó be•^ 
Î   u lfì"  íÓCá ,back lnt0 P°slt,on- Th«e can be easily removed after 

ÎLnd4 i?.) and before the deCkS are b0Xed UP- <See ^ 

1.4 Keei pipe or profile 

A complete profile of the boat or keel pipe is made up on the lofted 
lines from the same material as the frames, that is to sav, »¿-in -internal- 
diameter pipe Where a very fine end is required, such as the after end of the 
keel smaller diameter pipe or rod can be used. The same procedure for 
bending is followed, but in this case the holes are drilled at the water-lines 
and at station points. These holes should be marked clearly, as sometimes 
water-hnes and station points are very close together andare easily con- 
fused Where there are sharp angles in the keel or profile pipe, bracing should 
be fitted in such a way as to be clear of the pipe frames. 

/./ Fabricated frames 

An alternative method of framing the shape of the vessel is to use 
fabricated frames. Fabricated frames are normally left in the finished hull 

noorTor^ank^   antagC if l0Cated S° aS t0 form bulkhead grounds, structural 

Fabricated frames are made on top of the full-size lofted lines in the 
same manner as pipe frames. It is necessary to draw additional stations 
whereframes are required in a position not corresponding to the loftine 
stations. ft K 

The outer rod of the fabricated frame is best made of %-in.-diameter 
rod and the inner rods may be made of 14-in.-diameter rod. To make the 
trame, bend the outer rod in place on the lofted lines and bend the inner 

i J"/? t0 . °Uter rod' but 3 in> imide- Short Pre"1*1" rods arc then 
welded between the main rods to form a truss. Alternatively, a continuous 
length of rod may be bent and welded between the two parallel rods to 
form a truss. , r 

The welding requires considerable care to ensure that the finished 
frame does not get distorted and it is recommended that the services of an 
experienced welder be used for this operation. 

The fabricated frames are made in two halves, as for a pipe frame, and 
then carefully positioned and welded together. Additional rods are welded 
in both directions across the lower area to tie the two halves together and 
form a floor. Figure 4-19 shows fabricated frames used in the construction 
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of a 40-ft trawler in Uganda, where this method was found to be more 
convenient than the pipe-frame method. 

If the lower or floor area of the frame is large, such as in a tank division 
or bulkhead, heavy welded mesh can be cut to pattern and then welded into 
place, instead of welding in individual rods. 

In some instances the frames can be covered with mesh and precast 
on the floor before setting up. The mortar is kept back from the perimeter 
of the frame, leaving several inches of the mesh exposed. Then this mesh 
can be lapped and tied to the inside hull mesh before plastering. 

In some applications it can be advantageous to use composite frames. 
In this case the lower section of the frame is made by the fabricated method 
and left in the boat, and the upper section is a temporary pipe frame that 
is removed after plastering. (Figure 4-32 illustrates such a composite frame.) 

PART 2. SETTING UP THE FRAME 

2.1 Hanging frames 

In principle, the frames are hung along an overhead channel bar. This 
bar is usually a permanent fixture in the building shed. Ideally, the channel 
bars should be approximately 6 in. deep by 3 in. wide, f hev must be 
straight and level, and the vertical side must be plumb. This channel forms 
the datum line from which all measurements of the boat are taken. The 
first step is to mark on the channel beam the position of each station and 
also of the stem and the transom. Next, the frames are hung bv hooking 
the 2-in. x • .,-in. support plates over the channel bar, clamping them 
temporarily square and then tack-welding on one side only. Welding on 
one side only allows the frames to be moved slightly when the final, accurate 
squaring is done. When all the frames have been hung, the forward frame 
is plumbed in a fore and aft direction. A diagonal brace of ^-in. water pipe 
is welded to one side of the centre pipe, near the bottom of the frame, 
and then run aft and upwards, covering about four or five frame spaces, 
and welded to the channel bar holding the forward frame in a truly plumb 
position. On the side of the centre-line pipe opposite to the diagonal brace, 
an angle bar, 2 in. X 2 in. x i, in., is run through the frames, with one flange 
resting on the load water-line beams and the other butted against the centre- 
line pipes. 

This angle bar is checked for fairness and should be tied in position 
at this time. If it is necessary to use more than one length of bar, they 
should be butted together ar.d a short length of angle bar used as a butt 
strap. Since angle bar has a sharp corner on the outside and is rounded on 
the inside corner, spacers—nails are ideal- should be put in before welding. 
The rest of the frames are now plumbed in a fore and aft direction. As 
each frame is made plumb the diagonal brace is welded to the centre-line 
bar. When all the frames have been plumbed in a fore and aft direction and 

À 
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welded to the diagonal braces, the 2-in. 2-in. ' ,-in. channel bar is 
welded to the opposite side of the centre-line pipe and to the load water-lint- 
pipes. The keel, or profile pipe, is next welded into place. The frames are lined 
up with the holes in the keel pipe, which have been drilled to represent 
station points. It is essential to remember to mark the centre line on the 
short pipes across the bottom of the frames so that the keel pipe is 
positioned exactly on the centre line. (See figure 4-27.) 

2.2 S quart frames 

The frames must now be squared accurately across the centre line of 
the boat. This is done by fastening two measuring tapes to the hack of 
the stem pipe on the centre line at approximately deck level. One tape is 
taken aft on the starboard side and the other on the port side. The frame 
is then moved fore and aft until the measurements on both tapes are equal. 
After the deck beam has been checked for straightness, a brace is welded 
from the stem to the frame to hold it square. These braces are pipes bent 
approximately to the deck profile and welded to the underside of the deck 
beam, approximately 6 to 9 in. in from the outside of the frame. This squar- 
ing procedure should be repeated with every frame throughout the entire 
length of the boat at deck level and again at load water-line level. A second 
set of braces should now be v elded to the underside of the load water-line 
pipes. Random-length pipes may be used for these braces. (See figure 4-27.) 

2. ì l,eveilÌNg tk frames 

The frame of the vessel is now plumb in a fore and aft direction, the 
frames are square across the boat and the profile is correctly positioned. 
The whole frame structure can now be levelled in a thwart-ships direction. 
As each frame is levelled, vertical braces are welded from the deck pipe 
to convenient strong points in the framework of the shed. Care should be 
taken to keep these vertical braces clear of areas that will IK included 
in the framing at a later stage, such as deck areas. These vertical braces 
will be approximately on every third or fourth frame. Intermediate frames 
may be braced back diagonally to the centre channel. (See figures 4-17 
and 4-28.) The side packers referred to in paragraph 1.2 can now be fitted 
alongside the profile pipe at the bottom of the keel and the frame corners 
cut back at a 45° angle. (See figure 4-23.) 

The wholeframe of the boat has now been setup accurately and rigidlvand, 
except for any special details, is ready for the inner layers of mesh to be hung. 

2.4 Special details 

Radinsed stem or "soft nose" 

Where the stem and fore-foot are to lie on a changing radius (soft 
nose), small breasthooks are cut out of »/,-in. — â/la-tn. plate on each water- 
line. The shapes are lifted from the full-size lofted lines, due allowance 
being made for the skin thickness. The outside edge of these is cut ', in. 
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smaller than the inside of the skin, allowing ' ,-in. mild steel rods to lu- laid 
vertically from top of stem down to the keel. 

To position these hreasthooks, stretch a 16-gauge wire from the stem 
to the first frame through the corresponding water-line holes. Sit the 
hreasthooks on these wires. Plumh down from the centre line to centre of 
the aft end of the hreasthook and tack-weld in place. Next tie ",-in. rods 
to the hreasthooks, welding at the top only. If these rods cross a pipe frame, 
they must he cut in flush. (See figures 4-8, 4-23 and 4-24.) 

Propelkr tube and rudder stock 
At the positions of the stern tube and rudder, a piece of pipe, '., in. 

greater in diameter than the fittings to be used, is cut around the centre 
pipe and welded in place. The centre pipe will be crt out after the hull is 
plastered. (See figures 4-6 and 4-12.) 

PART 3. HANGING THE MESHES AND REIN!ORUNG RODS 

3.1 The lay-up (See tables, pages 100—102) 

A typical mesh lay-up would be as follows: 
Th#ee layers of » 2-in. hexagonal 19-gauge galvanized mesh on the inside. 
Longitudinal steel, 0.200-in.-diameter high tensile at 3-in. centres 
maximum. 
Transverse steel, 8-gauge galvanized hard drawn wire at 3-in. centres 
maximum. 
Three layers of « »-in. X > ,-in. 19-gauge galvanized welded mesh. 
Mesh ties are 19-gauge stainless-steel wire. 
Steel ties are 16-gauge black iron wire. 
This lay-up would result in a hull 1 -«/M in. to >/, in. thick, such as would 
he used for a work boat approximately 40 ft in length. 

The thickness is estimated as follows: 
Inner mesh 3 layers « rin. 19-gauge hexagonal mesh, 

galvanized 6 at 0.04 in     0 24 
Longitudinal steel 0,200-in. high tensile rod at 3-in. 

maximum centres (not gal- 
vanized)     0.20 

Transverse steel 8-gauge wire (mild steel) at 3-in. 
maximum centres (not gal- 
vanized)     0.16 

Outer mesh 3 layers »/, in. x V, in. 19-gauge 
square welded mesh, galvanized, 
6 at 0.04 in  o 24 

Ornent cover 2 at 0.1 in. (minimum)   ....'.WW   Q.W 

1.04 
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It is of the utmost importance to allow the mesh to take its own lav 
as far as possible, even if this means verv large overlaps in some parts 
If the overlaps are likely to cause difficulties in working, then the surplus 
mesh may be cut away. The coinciding of overlaps of different layers should 
be avoided as much as possible. Inner layers of mesh should not be pulled 
too tight as the slack will be taken up when final tving right through the 
steel is done. 

It is often found, particularly in concave curves such as those in the area 
where the hull bottom curves into the keel, that the edges of the mesh 
become taut and will not conform with the general line. This can be 
overcome without cutting the mesh merely by snipping the edge in one 
or more (usually more) places. 

3.2 Inside mesh 

Ï he first layer of mesh is hung longitudinally and is tied into the pipe 
afrme at 6-in. to 9-in. intervals with 18-gauge galvanized wire. An overlap 
of about 12 to 18 in. is allowed at the top if required to be used as starter 
mesh for the deck. This layer of mesh should not be pulled taut and should 
be allowed to take its own lay as far as possible. Sufficient overlaps should 
be allowed to run wild at the after end to cover the transom. An effort 
should be made to stagger overlaps where different lavs or strakes of mesh 
meet. 

Mesh should overlap to one side of, and just abaft, the stem. It is a 
good idea to overlap one strake on the port side and the next one down on 
the starboard side. Work should be done from top to bottom. 

Although the strakes of wire are all tied to the pipe frames, the indivi- 
dual strakes are joined at the overlaps by means of stitching, i. e. twisting 
the strands together. (See figure 4-30 for illustration of stitching.) This 
method of joining can only be used with hexagonal chicken mesh as the 
square welded mesh is too rigid and must be tied. 

After the first layer of mesh has been hung longitudinally, the second 
layer should be hung diagonally. Hang the first diagonal strake amidships 
on one side and work forward and aft from it. ()n small boats it is possible 
to carry a strake from one side, round the keei, and up the other side. On 
bigger boats, however, the mesh should be cut to overlap on each side of 
the keel. If the first layer of diagonals overlaps on the port side, then the 
second should overlap on the starboard side, and vice versa. 

Again, the mesh must be allowed to take its own lay as far as possible. 
No ties are used in this layer, at this stage, and it is merely stitched to the 
previous layer. It may be necessary to stitch or tie the layers together bet- 
ween frames at a later stage if they tend to bulge in different directions, i. e. 
the inner layer bulging inwards and the outer layer outwards, with a large 
gap between them. 

The liest way of laying the diagonal mesh is for several persons to 
hold the strake approximately in its posJtion, allowing a good overlap 
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to run wild at the top. A good strong stitch is then taken in the centre of 
the strake (or a tie if preferred) at the top, so that if necessary the mesh can 
swivel when pulled into final position. The strake is held in its proper 
position and is stitched to the previous layers in the area between the keel 
anil the bilge. The first stitches are taken working upwards and downwards 
until the mesh is lying as flat as possible against the previous layer(s). 

The procedure for hanging the second diagonal layer is the same, but 
the strakes of mesh should be laid as nearly as possible at 9(1 to the previous 
layer. It will be found that the diagonals are easier to hang and lie much 
better than the longitudinals. However, it is preferable to hang a longitudinal 
layer first, on which to attach the diagonals. By hanging each layer in a dif- 
ferent direction, coincidence of overlaps is avoided as far as possible. (See 
figures 4-6 and 4-7.) 

i.i I M&ituditial rods 

High tensile steel is used for the longitudinals. Rods are cut two or 
three feet over length. One end ¡s bent approximated to fit across the tran- 
som, allowing sufficient for a good overlap with longitudinal rods from 
the opposite side of the vessel. The after end is secured first, the rod being 
held roughly in position along the hull and then placed under tension and 
positioned exactly before tying. A simple tensioning device that utilizes two 
steel hooks and a length of old inner tube can IK of great help in this opera- 
tion. (For details of this device see figure 4-31.) 

Where the design or specification calls for a certain spacing between 
rods, it should be noted that this is the maximum spacing allowed. \n 
order to achieve this, the spacing of the ends of the rods will have to be 
narrowed down considerably. In extreme cases it mav be necessary to 
cut some of the rods short and tie the ends in alongside full-length rods. 

Reasonable tension must be kept on the rods to ensure that there is no 
bulging between ties (the rods are tied at each frame), but at the same time 
too much tension must be avoided to prevent flattening between frames. 
While the rods are being hung, it will probably be found that the mesh 
between frames will bulge out and push the rod out of fair. This must be 
prevented, and the mesh must be hammered or tied back out of the wav 
In the event that there is a lot of bulge, some of the slack can be pulled 
out of the mesh by using a simple tool known as a "twister" (see figure 
4-20). The method used is to insert the steel spikes into the mesh and twist 
if any tension comes on the mesh, this method will break the wires so it 
should be used only to take out slack. * 

The upper few rods, down to the deck level or the lower edge of the 
rubbing band, follow the line of the sheer. Below this level the rods must 
follow the curve of the hull. This reHuires constant checking, and the line 
ot each rod should be checked and adjusted if necessary before proceeding 
to the next rod. One method of speeding up this procedure for beginners 
is to lav down a rod of about 12 in., correct its lav and tie, and then fill in 
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the space between. It will be found that this spacing in between can be 
gauged accurately by eye. Rods are laid horizontally across transom until the 
lower edge is reached, when it becomes necessary to turn them up vertically 

At the bow, rods are allowed to run wild past the stem When all 
tying has been completed, the rods are cut back to just abaft the stem 
Small pieces of mild steel bar are bent to fit the shape of the stem and tied 
onto the longitudinals. 

The reason for this is that high tensile rod is very difficult to bend 
sharply and is liable to break. Overlaps should be 60 diameters laps 
should either be under or over the longitudinals, not outside, to maintain 
skin thickness. (See figure 4-9.) As mentioned previously, the rods must 
be curved to fit the hull. Design spacing is the maximum space between rods 
In the main part of the hull it will be found that maximum spacing will be 
obtained amidships, and the end spacing of the rods will have to be narrowed 
down to keep the rods seating or laying fairly. However, when the garboard 
area is reached, it is necessary to adjust the laying of the rods so that when 
reaching the vertical side of the keel the rods are lying truly horizontal. In 
this case it may be found necessary to keep maximum spacing at the ends, 
and narrow the spacing amidships. In either case, overcrowding of the rods 
should be avoided, as it hampers proper penetration of the mortar. It is 
quite permissible to cut out rods or to insert short lengths. Wild ends 
should be avoided and should be tied to neighbouring rods. 

Longitudinal rods under the flat part of the keel are carried welt 
forward until they overlap the inner rods at the stem by several feet. 

When reaching the narrow part of the forefoot triev can be reduced 
in number in exactly the same way as the inner stem rods. 

<>n each side of the transom there will be an area with only transverse 
rods. This space must be filled up with short lengths of vertical rod, bent 
at the lower end to tie into the longitudinal rods on the quarters. 

3.4 Transverse rods 

The operation is commenced by hanging and tying a transverse rod 
half a space to each side of each pipe frame (this gives a full space between 
the actual rods). These rods are tied to every second fore and aft rod only. 
Where possible, on easy curves such as under the quarter or the lower 
part of the forefoot, the transverse rods should be continued, from side 
to side. Where the bend is too sharp, such as the right-angled corners of 
the keel, the cut should be made just short of the bend or corner and small 
lengths of mild steel, bent to shape and overlapped for the usual 60 dia- 
meters, used. (See figure 4-10.) 

When using springy high tensile wire, make a small bend in the top 
of each transverse. Hook this through the loose mesh at the top to prevent 
the end whipping or twisting during tying. 

When this operation has been completed the remaining transverses 
are hung at the correct spaces and tied loosely. Three or four 18 to 20-ft 
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longitudinal battens of 2-in. \ 1-in. timber are then hung, faired and wired 
to the pipe frames at vertical intervals of about 12 to 15 in. 

The transverses are then properly positioned, checked for fairness 
and then wired to the longitudinals. (See figures 4-11 and 4-12.) 

Note after the battens have been properlv tied, the hooked part at 
the top of the transverse may be cut off. This will allow the rod to lie 
better. One full frame space at each end of the batten is left untied to ensure 
fairness with the next section as the batten is moved along the hull. On 
no account may heat be used to facilitate bending of high-tensile or cold- 
drawn steel. Neither should welding be used on the rods in the course of 
their length. Where bends are too sharp, use mild steel inserts bent to shape 
and tied to the high tensile with proper overlap. 

3.5 Bulkheads % bulkheadgrounds and floors 

If any or all the above members are to be incorporated in the ferro- 
cement structure of the hull, their steel reinforcing must be lapped and 
tied into the main rod structure of the hull. Connexion to the hull will be 
by means of starter rods and these must be incorporated at this stage 
before the outer mesh layers are hung. Figure 4-26 illustrates the layout 
of starter rods and meshes for a bulkhead ground and exactlv the same 
method is used for a full ferro-cement bulkhead and for installing 
floors. B 

To determine the position of the bulkhead ground starters it is 
necessary, first, to determine the position of the bulkhead on the boat This 
is accomplished by working its position relative to one of the station 
frames. Next the amount of offset of the ground from the actual bulkhead 
face can be determined, and from this, the position of the inside posi- 
tioning rod. It should be noted that, for ease in fitting and installing the 
bulkhead to the ground, grounds are usually placed on the narrowing side 
of the bulkhead that is to say, forward of the bulkhead in the forebodv 
of the vessel, and aft of the bulkhead in the afterbody. 

Move the straight edge to the position of the vertical rod and with 
the straight-edge square across the boat, plumb down and tie the inside 
positioning rod to the longitudinal steel. Right-angled starter rods of the 
same diameter as the transverse rods are then pushed through the mesh 
ftom the outside, at each longitudinal, and tied to the vertical positioning 
rod and to the longitudmals. The outside leg of the starter rod should be 
long enough to pick up, and be tied to, two longitudinal rods. 

M iJÏ?       StartfrS arC, heÌng USed for *rounds onìy> »he starter rods 
are bent again at right angles at the designed moulded depth of the ground 
1^-Ieldc   to a '¿-in. mild steel rod, forming the inside face of the 

fhT>tJlKH    yerS u  mí ?the Same Si2e as the inside hu» «** «e 
g^undS^r the r0d frameWOrk and "r tied throU*h the 
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This mesh turns at right angles and is lapped and tied to the inside 
hull mesh as well. Note that the laps with the hull mesh are staggered 
and the outside lap should he at least 3 in. 

Prior to plastering, a shaped piece of timber shuttering must he cut 
and aligned square and plumb across the hull to form the face to which 
a wooden bulkhead can be bolted later. Care should be taken with the 
fitting of this shuttering, because if it is not squarely aligned it will tend 
to buckle any bulkhead that is bolted to it. (See figures 4-16 and 4-18.) 

3.6 Bulkheads 

Where a full bulkhead is to be made in ferro-cement, horizontal and 
vertical rods are lapped and tied to the starter rods and the necessary 
number of layers of mesh hung and tied on both sides of the rods. The 
mesh is lapped and tied to the inside hull mesh, just as in the case of grounds. 
Ferro-cement bulkheads of large area will have stiffening ribs formed b\ 
tying in stirrup rods and placing extra layers of mesh over them. 

3.7 Floors 

Ferro-cement floors arc constructed in the same manner as bulkheads. 
Limber notes must be left in the floors to allow free passage of bilge water. 
These holes can be lined with polythene tube. 

3.8 Outer layers of mesh 

The first two centre layers of mesh should be hung diagonally, at 
approximately 90° to each other. Individual strakes of mesh must over- 
lap by approximately 3 in. 

If hexagonal mesh is used it can be stitched to the inside mesh, but 
if square welded mesh is used it must be carefully tied to avoid bulging and 
unfairness. The outside layer is laid fore and aft. 

When all the outer layers of mesh are in place, they must be tied right 
through the inside mesh. Twenty-gauge stainless-steel wire is used for 
this operation, which is carried out from the outside of the hull. The 
wire is bent into a long "U" shape and pushed through the meshes from 
the outside so as to hook the inside layers of mesh. The legs are then pulled 
taut on the outside, twisted together and the surplus ends cut off. The ties 
are positioned as necessary to ensure a uniform thickness to the mesh and 
rod structure. If possible, ties should include at least one rod. Ties should 
be made near to the intersections of longitudinal and transverse rmls to 
avoid pulling the inner and outer layers of mesh too closely together, 
thereby giving the hull an unfair, dimpled surface. This tying operation is 
very tedious but it is of the utmost importance in ensuring a fair mesh 
framework of uniform thickness for the plasterer, one that will not require 
any unnecessary mortar build-ups. 



94 
HOVIMKOM I I «ROM Ml VI 

PARI 4. PJ.ASTKRING OF TI Hi HUIJ. 

4.1 

When the netting and steel work of the hull have been completed and 
the shape fully faired so that there are no lumps or hollows in the boat, all 
the mesh should be watered down sufficiently to ensure that the galvanized 
netting is properly oxidized. New galvanized netting that has a shim 
finish should not be plastered until the outer surface has been dulled by 
oxidization. This work can be done by spraying the hull with water for 
several days prior to commencement of the plastering operation. 

4.2 Préparation for plastering 

The total weight of the hull without the concrete is not very great 
and usually it can be suspended freelv from the supporting structure. 
At this point a suitable tray should be placed beneath the hull. This is 
used during the curing cycle to catch am water which mav be used to 
recirculate in the curing process. Following this, keel blocks are laid 
underneath the keel and suitable timber placed on top of these to act as 
shuttering for the mortar in the keel section. 

Attention should be paid to supporting the hull fully so that during 
the concreting operation, when many extra tons of mortar are applied 
the whole hull shape will not deform or deflect out of position. It ii usual 
to plaster the bottom section of the keel first, using vibrators to ensure 
proper penetration of the mortar from the inside. In many cases, ballast 
can be placed during this operation and the keel section allowed to cure 
overnight before commencing the hull itself. This method establishes a 
solid base that will support the weight of the completed hull. In some 
cases it is desirab e to plaster the keel and the hull in one operation, leaving 
the interior of the keel hollow to be filled with ballast and concrete as 
desired later on. When plastering the keel, usually the day before the hull is 
started, the mortar should be kept back behind the outer layers of mesh 
so that in the actual plastering of the hull it can completely base the keel 

Tu at ***** for eXJTal iointS- Wherc J°ints are neccss«v. the edge 
should be kept clean and this may be treated with either a cement grout or 
one of the recognized wet-to-dry epoxy resins that are specially «Ligned 
tor the jointing of such construction joints. 

4 J Piaster mix and mixing 

nnhhwi SPfcification, ** thc I*«** is as set down (in annex 2 of this 
publication) or ,t will be specified by a responsible person after consid- 

wught-batched to provide correct proportions of sand and cement and, 
^here necessary, Pozsolan or other additives. It is most desirable tha 
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the mixer should he of the special paddle type (see figure 4-21). Conven- 
tional tilting concrete mixers are not really suitahle for mortar, and if 
these are used it will be found that the concrete strength may he little 
more than half the strength of that obtained by using the correct mixer. 
If it is necessary to use such a mixer, the mortar should be thoroughly 
mixed by hand after discharge from the mixer. In most cases the speci- 
fication for the mortar will be clearly defined and the simplest method of 
measuring its workability will be by the use of the standard slump cone. 
(Sec figure 4-20.) The instructions for using this slump cone are defined 
in the standard specifications of all countries, but personnel trained in 
their use should carry out the tests. Excessive water will result in a mix 
which is much too wet and the strength will be correspondingly reduced. 

4.4 Plastering the hull 

There are several schools of thought on the plastering of hulls and it 
would be unreasonable to be dogmatic about which method produces the 
best results. In the early days of ferro-cement boats, the plastering was 
carried out from one side until the mortar was forced through to the 
opposite side, where it was then cleaned off and smoothed to provide a 
cover of approximately » 10 in. Unfortunately, in many cases the concen- 
tration of reinforcing and wire mesh were such that when the mortar was 
of the correct consistency in terms of strength, it was impossible to get 
it to penetrate the full distance. When that happened, mortar was forced 
back from the opposite side and incomplete penetration resulted. It is 
possible, by using a more workable mix, to ensure that the mortar will pene- 
trate the mesh, but the danger of this is that the shrinkage and strength 
of the mortar will be seriously affected and the ultimate performance of 
the boat likewise. When plastering is carried out over a male mould, or in 
a female mould, it is also difficult to ensure that penetration of the mortar 
has taken place. 

When plastering hulls in a single-stage operation, it is vitally necessary 
that adequate supervision is available to guarantee thorough penetration 
of the mortar to the opposite side before attempting the finishing. Single- 
stage plastering is preferable to any other method currently available, 
provided that the design of the boat, the composition of the reinforcing 
and other circumstances permit it. Research into plastering has shown that 
where mortar is applied in layers, there is constant danger of failure at 
the interface, between the layers, particularly if the hull sustains damage. 

When using moulds, vibrators are ideal for ensuring penetration of the 
mortar and overcoming many of the serious difficulties that have been 
experienced in the past. 

When applying the mortar it is important also to ensure that the 
final skin, or finishing coat, which fairs the hull, is applied well before the 
initial set of the main plaster has taken place. 
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4.5 Two-stage plastering 

As a result of the many difficulties experienced in single-stage plaster- 
ing, a technique has been developed whereby the mortar is applied from 
the outside of the hull to the point where it has penetrated virtually to the 
inside layers of mesh and the inside is left untouched until the outer layer 
has hardened and cured. One of the main reasons for adopting this tech- 
nique is that, wherever plasterers or finishing hands are allowed to com- 
plete the inside of the hull, the tendency is to skin over areas that may not 
have been fully penetrated. 

\vith the two-stage method it is then possible, after removal of frames 
or installation of bulkhead grounds, etc., to apply the mortar from the 
inside as a finishing skin only. This can be applied using vibrators. When 
the two-stage technique is being used, it is of the greatest importance that 
the internal skin be vibrated into place. Failure to do this will result in 
trapped air and voids between the two layers. The use of the vibrators 
removes this air and ensures a thorough compaction. Before applying the 
interior layer of mortar, it is essential to place a cement grout, consisting 
of water and cement mixed to a thick consistency, which can be painted 
onto the surface prior to the application of the mortar. This technique 
helps to give a more highly finished job, but doubts are still expressed in 
engineering circles regarding the absolute quality of the joint between the 
two layers. It should be understood that when the two-stage plastering 
system is used, differential shrinkages must occur and varying degrees of 
cracking will result. However, it is also fair to point out that in all fields of 
endeavour, compromises are essential in obtaining a satisfactory solution. 

4.6 Sectional plastering 

When undertaking the plastering of a large vessel, it may well be pre- 
fetabte to plaster it in sections, using the single-stage process. In this case 
it -s desirable to keep the construction joints as tidv as possible and, if 
practicable, surplus mortar on the edges should be blown away with 
compressed air before the setting takes place. During the plastering oper- 
ation, the joints should be coated with grout or, if preferred, a wet-to-drv 
epoxy resin which will ensure a more perfect joint. In many cases, this 
sectional plastering has proved extremely satisfactory. The disadvantage 
of the method is the difficulty in obtaining a fair and smooth joint bet- 
ween the sections and this, once again, is due to the differential shrinkage of 
the layers of mortar which ate, of course, at different ages. 

4.7 Plaster finishing 

In the course of a normal plastering operation a team of plasterers 
apply the mortar, and when sufficient has been placed the finishing hands 
take over and fair the hull. This work requires the services of highly 
skilled plasterers and should not be attempted by amateurs unless they 
have had considerable experience. The mortar can be placed on the hull 
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most effectively with ordinary steel floats but all finishing should he done 
with wooden floats. Long wooden battens (see figure 4-22) should be 
used regularly to fair the hull, to show the plasterers where additional 
mortar is required to fill hollows, or where excess mortar should be removed 
There are two possible ways of finishing the hull : 

4.7.1 On completion of wood floating, the hull is smoothed over with 
a damp sponge. This operation requires experience, as it must be 
done with the right type of sponge, at the right time, and with the 
right touch. The resulting surface is slightly roughened and, after 
curing, the free sand particles can be rubbed off leaving a final surface 
that provides an excellent bond if the hull is to be fibreglassed or 
coated with several layers of paint or filling compound. 

4.7.2 On completion of wood floating, the hull is steel-trowelled to a 
very smooth finish. This technique produces an extremely hard 
outer skin but requires the services of master tradesmen to prevent 
numerous ridges and hollows from being formed. 

When the plastering is completed and the initial set has taken place, 
it is most important to follow around and to clean off very carefully anv 
small droppings of mortar, stain or other slight imperfections as, once the 
plaster has set.their removal requires very heavy grinding, which is undesirable. 

4.8 Surfacing of the hull 

Experience has shown that it is better to avoid grinding the finished 
surface of the ferro-cement other than very lightlv to remove sand particles 
that may have accumulated. Any excessive grinding invariably exposes 
odd ends of mesh, removing the galvanizing and leaving potential areas 
for corrosion should the paint finishing be unsatisfactory. When using 
moulding techniques, this situation is less likely to occur. À recommended 
specification suggests that, as long as the cover to the steel or wire mesh is 
a minimum of two millimeters, or approximately »/« in. thick, there is 
little danger of corrosion. 

The plastering of a hull is a very final operation and as soon as the 
mortar has set there is very little that can be done to make changes or 
rectify mistakes. The final quality of the hull depends on the competence 
of the plastering operation. With this in mind, the greatest caution should 
be exercised when undertaking the work and it should be done by the 
most skilled personnel obtainable. 

4,9 Curing 

The curing of a concrete hull is of the utmost importance and has 
been dealt with in a separate section. With single-stage postering, steam 
curing, which has many advantages, can be used. However, it is not 
recommended for two-stage or sectional plastering. Steam curing of 
mortar should never be undertaken without skilled supervision. (See 
chapter IV of this publication.) 
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Fi#m 4-f. Fmnim ^ *»kg mftmm. ftp* fmms km km km, profiit p,pt is ,„ ¡min*, 
kit tk framt wmi im mtfft km sqrartd, phmlnd «• fm(M 

Fi&trt 4-6. t hw /rom «ft stw»;** first /ayer *f *,</, fa tmsiltm. This imtkl km it M fort 
mi aft. A ött als* Itmplatt M sttrn pipt ß# proptlhr tktß Imts 



1(16 BOAT!» I KOM I I RH<)< I MINT 

Ffam 4-7. Stmú Apwr of ¡***r mesh kernt Mé. Xtàâttt layer/W fm ml aft ami toe amemt 
•f mrkp to each strakt êf m A 

t^m 4-i, Vm ofinstde sitm dméw f*wtt kmktmlné und to form pnfik »t r«d„<stii stem. 
Am mm art spwrÉi braces #$ étek kmf 



row! .( « nos ma A i M<IK \ -ni»ii \i. i IRKIXI MI-STIMIVI 107 

Fem 4-9. Fwf ami aft nit m pesiti**. Sah tkat ¿g* tttuik nit art m *Ê 
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Fifim 4-21, M orlar mixer ffma/kß 
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Figitrt 4-22. Faring f&e Ml 
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