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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
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Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.
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Ers. Sownays Chaaban
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! 1/ The viewc and upinione expressed in this document are those of the author
’ and do not necensarily reflect the views of the secreiariat of INIDO.
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The Industrizl Development Centre for Aradb Stutes (1DCAS) 18 an inter-

| govermmental agency affilinted to the Arad Leaguce Meaborship inocludcns fourteen
| Arab countrics as well as five Arabian Culf States.

The Centre aimp at supporting induntrial development in qem‘ber itatus and
provides Services vhich arce beyond the tcope of national institutions., It io
alsc an instrument of co-operation and coeordination detween, The member countrice;
in the some field and chall acsist in creating grounds for joint or group
production, marketing and/or inveotment.

IDCAB consiste of eix depariments

= Teohmology and Industrial desizn department

~ Foonomio Studies dcpariments

= Produotivity and Manpower department

= PTechnical couporation department

= Dooumentation and Scientific Computation departiment

« Qeneral Adminictration and Centro) Bervices department
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In onder to onwure an adequate trenufor of exporience in this field of
activity, IDCAS deemed it pertinent that an Industrial Information and
B Documentation Centre im the ficld of ecomomic devolopment in general and
B induotris) developnont in partieular bo initistcd. The Inductrial Information
B and Documcntation Centre hes as ttc objectives furnishing govermments, penrral
- inntitutions; rosearchers and production units with the dooumentation and
| dooumentory refcrences they may naed in confronting developuent or production
;0f other probloms and with advigsory servicer which can ensure optimum ulilization
' of the available dooumentary rgferences or publishing than, 1%, aluo, ikives
i gonera) Bidliogrophies, Aunotated Bibliograplien, on Abstract Journal, Avquisition
i Lists, Industrinl Devclopment YMngosine im Arabic amd French wcluding srtizlas,
BReports, Technical and Economic Abstracts 'y which aie widely distributel i
Btiiised in and outside ithe Arab worid,
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The Inrdustirial Information and Documentation Centre (J1DC) 18 a department

consicting of the {o)loving units:

1) Litrary Unat

2) Documentaticn Unit

3) Tndustrinl lulermation Unit

4) Publication Unit

5) 8peoialized Induetrisl Information Centres Unit
6) Computer Services Unit

The 11IC ir iavolved in collecting information and mtudies covering:

~ Economic Planning

= Projoct evaluation and implementation

= Btativtical studies and data

= Wanosgerial and Labtour stydien

« Pinance, Marketing and Costing |

= Maspower Plamning, Training, Teohnicsl Induttrisl and

- Professional ﬁucatic;

=~ Industrial Labour amd Pinancial Leginlations

- Industrial Property and Royaltiiec

- Induetrial Organization

= ¥Wages, incentives and performanee evaluvation

= Control of Materials, Production and Muality

~ Specificationn, clessificotion:, mairolopy and ctandards

- Industrial Toohmology in 211 ficlds cxeept those of the
specialized information centres (montioned after)

Yheir specialized taske involve information activity in the following
areas

s

= oxpert celection and roferral porvices

~ connsuliation in repard to machinery and ejuippent and

s induatricl procesien

« marketing crictalion whelher for rav metorinlg op
productis

he r;fhf.!" f.»i?, z};‘u' PRERS W0 75 NENR PR B votiewl of j:.ni'Q{;nj ]h;l!‘ti‘\’*}

Infernmdtion 50 Timenmerndin iy p Cormbren oo b Jo e epen ilie g, WIYy acuording
! ¥ Al =4

+ et e T T L ey - s T . .
4 | rt“,]»sﬁ?ui Soridae Lieg o ay o Avith CEvin .1 fg ., fuseir ¢ LY UL R 4001 2 A il ir

mart doveloned spduntyy.




The Cenires are situated as foliows;

~ Textile Information and Documentation Centre in Feypt
~ Food Processing Industries Information amd Documentation
Centre in Sudan
~ Iron and Steel Information and Documentation Centre in
Algeria ’
= Small=gcale Industrics Information and .Documrentation
*  Centre in Lgynt
-~ Fngineering Industries Information and Documentation Centre
in Iraq
« Building Material Indusiries Iaformation and ﬁnmutaﬁen
Centre in Jordan
méuattvity and ‘i‘raisiag xm Information and
, n»matat:mx Centre in Lilya
= Petrochomical Industries Information and Mﬁﬁ

l

Centre in Syris
« Fertilisers Industry Information snd Documentation Centro
in Lepanon i

In ﬁamnsbing ite tasko, the Indusiriel Inforsotion and Documentation
Centre utilises the services offered Yy the following Organisations:

= United Nations Industrial Development Orgraization (UNIDO)

- Organization for Economic Coogeration end Development (09CD)

~ Internat.onal Labour Office (IO

= Yood and Agricul ture Orgunization (PAO)

= U.N, Foonomic and Bociil Couucil

= Olher Specinlined Information and W&E&ﬁ% Centren throuptout
tie world, c.p. Turkdoe, Pnacdoe, Technical Information Hervice
Camada, ctc,
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Their role will be to help ue in esllectang information, its orgonigation,
analysin, procemsing, clorape, retrievai smi digseminnilon, in order to help
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our users (rescarch wvorkers, plemners, exceutives, indestrizlists; echolars,

and others) and to wave thesr time, offoric and moncy,




Thus, thesc Centres will be a means of accumulation of knowledge, to the
exchange of the results of scientific, technical and human experiences
irrespective of race or country. Ry doing s0, duplication can be avoided.

It has deen token into conrideration, that ihe information explosion has
ereated vast rcsources. The Developing Countries have, lately, come to realime
that there is an over increacing necd f scientific rucearch where this
information can be uscful and effective.

After thorough studiec, it was decided that the system to be used
should, oventually, be compuicr based, Our Centre has nlroady started &
storags and retricval uystom in both languages Avabic and English, as the
traditional mothods of otoring and reiricving of docwsents mesns oither losing
8 considorable amount of infurmation, or taking on a very large n&ﬂ. Around
5000 Snglish documents and 2000 Arabdic ones have already been analyned and
stored, We uve the services of the "Scientific Computution Centre Cairo
Undversity,

¥e bave pessed the experimental stage and the Cosputer Progresmes appear
%o bs adequate for present needo.

The IDCAS netvork expects %o becono o part of the World Industrial i
Information and Documentation Syotem, With this in mind, there are close ‘

oontacts with UNIDO, OFCD and FID. i

Ve have recently bought reprography equipment (with the finameial Mip :
of UNIDO) for our Centre as well an for the fipecialined Cenires, mentioned
m' Jor Clﬁﬁ.m}. ;

An Enquiry Service has beon owiubliched on a emali-seale pending
compleiion of itn data pathering, development of rosters of connultents, and
of informaiion pources and subscqueni promotion of the mervice, It has
received and s anowering a limitod mumber of cnouirdos mainly sent by OBCD
and UNTDO.

It has been decided that our Duention aud Anower service for the firat
year, at least would be free of charge,
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Our Cenire is mainly specinlized in Industrial development of the Arab
World. However, Foreign Documentation and Information will be ueed in its
development. To assist in this we have eotabl iched & network of correspondcnds
from movt Arad Countries ao the fields and area~coverod is #0 vact. A me:ting
Gf oorrespondents was hold at the Centre in October 1971.

A circular has been sent to all Arab countriet with full dctails of our
Centre regarding the operation and the service given, oncouraging them to
forward questions within their sphere of interest to the Information and
Documentstion Centre, as well as asseasing, on the spot, the sorvice gives
Sllowing for the final destinetion of the documentary material required. Alse
the Aradb Countries were engsged in the pudlicity with a view to extonding
our service's audience.

Purthermore, the idea of documontary exchanges betwoon our Centre and
sinilar ones has proved 1o be & very welcomed ides, vhich reprencnio & botier
e of the exneriments being made throughout the world in Iaduotrial Economic
sad Bocial Development, '

Our Centre's first aim s to try, always, to improve our wervices renlered
to wsers, Yy fully understunding their documentation Boeds. As it is olemr that
these necds differ from one country to the other sccording to Industiries,
eoomomy, oto. There is hope that it would mt be very long before we can
establich an SDI Service, cach usor according to hiv ficld of specialisation
and necds.

The first ntep to fulfil our documentation amd Industrial Information
Contre's job, wae the ostablishment of o Descriptor Laci, Piretly, the
UNIDO Lict wrs uoed, Them, with ite sdditions we built un 1DCAS Liet
consisting of 4,400 doncriptlors. There is also the Hacrothemsurus, which is a
Descriptor List preparcd W nine international organizations, é.g. URIDO, TL0,
FAO, INTUCO, OFCD, ete., including teminology coverine their apecinl needs,
T™is 1ist convists of nearl; 5000 deseriptors wrd will be in ¥nglioh, Preach,
Spanish, Portugucce and Aratic, The Inductirial Tnformation apd Doomentation
Centre (TTCAS) will b in tharge of producing the arabic version and tranee
nitting i1 for storage 1n the fosm of Pranslitorated Termu,




‘Phese descriptors are vscd to describe the contents of information
saterial euch as documents, economic noi arrive ae quick an it should.

The prodlem of other Information and Documentaiion Genires thinking we
sre competing with them while we think that every Centre cun help the other,
1.0, the mon existing cooperation with other natiuvnal centren.









