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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
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Sources or fistitutions for indusir: 1 information in y country,

Tanzania, are numerous but inadequate. ‘'hey do not cover the whole speciun

of industrial information and more often tliun not the information they are chle
to supply in respect of a particular

aspect of industry is inadequate and
somctimes inaccurate, Besiden,

the procurcment and dessimination of the.
information bty the various institutions is uncoordinated.

industrial information service in Tanzania suffers from sev
including (a) lack of organization on the part of the

cooperation ty the industrial firms,
data. I

In a nutshell, the
eral probloins
inutitutionn (1) lack of

(c) insdequacy rnd inaccuracy of the
shall attempt to discusu the problems along with the variouc

institutions which procure and dessiminate indvetrial information in the
oountry.

There is in Tanzania a Minisiry of Commerce and Industriec which
the promotion of industrinl 'dovelopmem. For this puipose the Minialry hac a
division oalled Induntries Division which m.inlaing direct contaci with
established as well as prospective investors.
prodlems and advise them appropriately. To he

has to odtain a wide range of information from variouc souroes ineluding the
industirial ﬁi‘n. Proodring information from the induutirial firmn ls of'ten
cumbersome, time consuming and cometimes \isappointing, Th
simply because the firms are either not technicall
information or they rofuse to cooperate,
not only Yy foar of iuxes and competition;
organised or uncoordinated appronch by the v
information. Thus a firm, for instance, may be approached by tha Miniutry for
& oertain information and, &t the some {in: or ofter a thort interval, the
Central Statistica) Murcau under ihe Ministry oy Development and Planning may
seck the came information frow the same Time, Consequiontly, the vfra Getn
inritated And tends 1o be unwilling to coopcrate. It would appeur that while
& ooordinated approach ic necessary to solve thé problem, Jegiclation io force
the firmn to. supply ihe Government industriul info

tpearhcads

The Division studies their
able to advise, the Bivieion

8 pituation arisen
¥ oquipped to supply the
Refusal to cooperatc ia prompied

it 18 8lko prompled by 'thn dip-
ariouc insxtitutionn necking

rimation in alpo necLavary,




Organisation and coordination of the institutions for indust=ial
information or centraligation of the informatiion rervice would aluc help to

reduce many other problems inoluding definition ol specific de'a and
information. The Statistical Bureau, for instance, may happen io have a
dcﬁnitto:; for small-scale industry different f{rom the onc uced by the Hininatry.
Coordination or centraligation would make it ecsier for the indusirialiets

etc., to odisin the information required.

In the experience of Tansania, inadcquacy and inaccuracy of industriol
infomtioﬁ is a reflection of the underdeveolopment of the indusiyy. Thus a
cortain piecc of information may not be available because (o) the firm does
not keep it; (b) the firm is not technicolly equipped to translate the
information it has into the form it is requiredj " (¢) if the information i
translated it may be inaccuratc and therefore mislcading or uselers;

(4) the fimm, because of lack of eufficient technical personnel, may noi have

the time to compile the informatiion.

In its tack to desaiminate information, the Ministry publishes a booklet
from tine to time, oonsolidating in genernl terwn the availuble industrial
information for indusirial devclopment and 1iois the sources available for
swpplying further or more deteiled inforwation. The Ninisiry alwo has beun
publishing quarterly a Journal known as wirage and Induntry" which projects
the Tansanian industrial l.o'o;e not only oversaas but also to the othur mﬁ!‘!
of the economy. The publioation of the journal hao stopped temporarily
Secause of lack of finance and qualified information personnul.

Under the adeinintration of the Ninimtrry there io an Induatrial Stuwdion
and . Developaent Centre which was estublished a fev yowrs aro with the necisiance
of URIDO. The Centre iu equipped with axperts in ppevific t12idu of §nduntry
and they ooncern themselvos with idantification of projects, markei und
feasibility studico as well an production tochmaques, They give thuir wlvice
free of charge to public as well an private firmu, here a6 uwlso wn Export
Promotion Burcau in the Minisiry wiuck renlera market advice ‘o induztriul
firms frecly.

Other courves of tnduntrisl information include the Nutional Developmeni

Corporation whiob is the frductrin inveoting arm of the Govermment; Tenk of
Tancauia; the Nutional Bank of Cummercey <he Tansaria tidustirinl Toveutnent
Pank; the Rursl Devolopment Junk; the Inttiiuta of Produrtividy the Peonomio




Reoearch Murcau of the University of Dar-ea-Salaam and thc Centrel Statistical
Buresu.
At the [ast African level we have the Customs and Excise Department vhich

provides tradc data monthly, quarterly ond anmually. Their annual report is
pudblishcd in the form of ast African Trade Report.

I should like to discuss the nature of the information procured und
dessiminated by esch of the instituticrs listed above but time is not on my
side,
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