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1. In roocognition of the -rital role indusirial infori:ation plays in the
prooess of industrial development, African countries are increesingly direc-
ting their efforts to the setting-up of institutions and servioes to handle
the oellection and dissemination of informatior required in support of indus—
trialization. However, thc resources available for the purpoge are limited.
As a result different approaches have Leen used in differert countries. Some
have set-up vecioral researoh insiiiutions in such areas as food, forestry,
building materials, etc. Others have, often in addiiion to the above, seteup
across~the-board iypes o0: institutions such as industrial development oorporss
tione or industrial development bdanke, technical agencies and the like. These
have the potentials to provide a sound hasis for developing an effeotive
system of industrial inSsrmation.

2.  In Table 1 the type3 of services provided by existing institutions in
Afrioan oouniries hen2 been identified. Tt will be notcd that in most Atrican
countriee ihere ~xiet rc’catific research organi-zationc of one kind or another
wvithin or independent of entablieh~d educational institutions. Nearly every
country would alco secir lo hove organizations previding bibljogiaphic services.
In the case of specialiced or;anirations for co-crdiz:‘ion of irndustrial
research, howvever, ther: are ouly & few countries which have 3c'~up such
institutions as buretux for sicndardination and quality control. Even where
nationrl bodies do exici fo1' these services co-operation among them wouid not
appear to be extensive.

3. Some of the iuctitutions that have been z2t-up are o reoent date. They
have yet to develop competencc and accumlate cxpericnce. In other cases, the
operatior: of tho exiuting institutions are hampered uy the limited financial
resources avaiiable *o them. Thero elso scems to exiti duplicetion of efforts
among established irstitutions. freater oo-ordination of theii activities is
urgently needel o 3ecuie o rore elficient utilization o° available resources.

4. There are notable differences amonz sub~regions ern! countries in the
kinds of insti‘uiiont set up to dasl with servicet :eloted to industrial
information. Tcblo 2 s listed some such institutiens in pelected Afrioan
countries end irdicctes The xinda ol services they rovide at present. It
will be noted that among the North ’frican counirier, ‘he Arsb Pepublic of
Fgypt has dovelopcd an elatorate network of information contres., The first
such oentrs was ertcblisied in 1955 vhen the Ninisiry for Industry came into
being — Put grecicr impetus was given *to dcveloping inforraiion servioes when
an expanied Ninisiry of Industry, Peircleum and Minere) Wealth was set up.
Within the Vinistry, the Genoral Organization for Induc'rialigaiion deals with
all aspects of techns--cconomic ntudi:.s of industrial mojects and also super—
vises their implemcntatinn. Also within thc same Minisiry there exist the
Administration for Industrihl Information wnich maintains contacts with other
international organizationA tc obiain all relevant documeniation aad publice-
tion and also rrovides information on existing ard plenncd industrial projeots.
The Organisation for Stayfiard Specificationz dcals with quentions of standardisa-
tion within incustry alsc collecis information from all sources on the
subject of standaxdizatjon.
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TASLE 3t EXISTING AESEARCH AND IWFORMAT ION GROAMIZATION IN AFRICAN COUNTRIES
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Note: South Africa, Rnodesia, Nemibis, Angols, Mozambique are not included,
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The seme body performs Tunctions of overall science planning and multi<sectorsl
science resssrch co-ordinstion

The sase body performs functions of sulti.esetoral science ~essarch co=ordination
ond co=prdination for induetrisl research

Under orgenization

The astional litrery is expested to be established. The national Univeraity has
ite librery

@/ Weghred countries has & centre for industrial Studies

1) UNERCO Werld Direstory of Nationsl Bcienoe Policywisking Bodies

2) DESCO Werking domment for the Mesting of Experts on the National Planning
of Dosumentation snd Litwary Sciences in Africs

3) Seientific Resssrch in Afriea, Nationsl Policies Resesroh institutions
UNEBCO ACA

4) Survey of the Bcientific and Technological Potentiale of African Countriss,
Field Science Office for Africa, Nairobi, Kenys, November 1969




[ABLE 23 LIST OF INBT|TUTIONS DEALING WITH INWESTMENT PROMOT [ON AND INFORMATION IN SELECTED AFRICAN CQUNTRIES

Country

Neme of the [netitutions

Srisf deserlption of functions

1, Algeria

2. Arasb Republio of
Egyot

&, ‘N”‘.

S, Oheme -

&, Kenys

7. Latetho
6 Ll

9 il

10, Msresss
1), Mgl

Natlonsl Company for |ndustrial Studlea
and Osve lopment

Cantrsl Organ for Mobl 11zation snd
Statistlcs

Mational institute for Information and
Dooumentation

Organization for Stendsrds Spscl-
flostion cf the Minlstry of Industry,
Petroleus snd Minersl wealth

jndustris] Osve lopsent Centre for Arab
States

Sotowans Deve lopmerit Cerporation

Technlesl Agenoy

Chamiber of Commros

|mvestasnt and Export Promotion Centrs

Standarés Institution
induatris] Holding Corporation

Jodusirlsl and Commeroe Osve lop-
ment Corperstion

Matlonsl Deve lopaent Corporation
|ndustris] Research Deve lopment Dept.
fndustiris] Organizstion Departeent
1o /1 Dovelogment Corporation

Sesleté ¢'Etudn

Fodoral Imetituts for Induatris] Research
foscareh Dlvision of Central Bank
sigerien Industris] Develepment Bank
Indusirisl Researsh Institute

Feaslol 11ty atudies for various branches of
1ndustry

Collection of Industrial statistlos and various
aspacts of Industirial surveys

|nformation snd documentstion on sclence snd
Industry

|nformation on Industrisl standerds snd
standardizstion In [ndustry

Fessibl ity studles, project evaluation and
sppraliss], investsent promoiion, markst studies

Recent ly crgsrized; has slready ctarted prepering
fesslbl lity studles

Feasib] ity studies for branshes of Industry,
selacted by ihe Gevermment snd providing ssaistanse
to privete Investors

Studles In the fleld of sesll-scale Industry sné
mhum 10 sireprenmurs

|dentification of fsssible projeets - asssjstanse
to potentlal Investors

Standerds snd quality contrel

Feasibl lity studles and evaluation of projests,
finanslal assisisnce

When establlahed |4 was expested to work out
fesslbility studles for Indusiris] sectors. But
acsording to Inforeation available 1t mainly desle
with the problems related to commerce

Recently organized - Investment promotion orjented
Fesslbl lity atudies ~ market surveys
jadustrial planning

Market studiss snd to a certaln sxtent feasivlllty
studles

Studlos malnly In the fleld of aining and prosessing
fRstearch

Marketi studies, project svalustion
Fessibl lity studles for appreved projestis

|ndustris] ressareh snd sselstanse te the esiehlioimed
enterprises




Teble 21 Continued

Country Neme of the Imtltutlion Brief deseription of funstlons
13, Swea) land Swaz]land Natlonal Development Finance Investaent prometion

Corporation
W, Ugenda Ugands Deve lopment Corporsilen Investaent promet)on

of Tanzanla

B laire

17, Coot Africen
Conmon Sorvies
Organisstion

18, lamsla

1, ngved

Preject Division of Muljlbhal Madhvani
& Co. Lto,

Industirisl Developmsnt Lentre
Matlenal Development Corporatien

lndustrie) Srudies and Deve lopment
Contre

Cenire @ Rosherehes Industrlelles on
afrign Comiral

Eest Afriesn Oeveiepment Sank, Prejeet
proparution and premotion ¢ivisien

Industria) Dove loprant Corporaticn

Contre for Industrisl Studles for
Maghred souniries

Feasltillty etudles and merket resesrch

Resently established with UNIDO essietance
Fessib)lity etudies, aarimt analysle
Industrial researesh snd planning

Indusirial resssreh

Investaent presstion

Feaslol ity studies, merket snelyels, flnanelel
snd teshnlen) sesistanse to Indstry

induatrial researeh




5, In addition, the Central Organ for Mobilization and Statistics, which
nOEEEBSEE the largest number of computers in the Aradb Republic of Eayot, collects
‘and computerizes diversified industrial gtatistics, jncluding those of existing
jndustrial surveys. The National Planning Institute 18 responsible for the
training of post graduate students specializing in industrial planning while

the National Research Institute has the duty of carrying out scientific and
industrial research. A sister organization, the National Institute for
Information and Documentation, as the name implies, maintains a collection of
vibliographic information and documents covering various facets of scientific
and industrial development. Both of these institutes have their own libraries

and documentation centres.

6. 'The five universities in the Arab Republic of Egypt have 1aboratory and
library facilities to carry out research in applied science. Besides, the

other specialized bodies like the El Tabbin Metallurgical Coking Industry and
Refractories, the Textiles Industries Institute, the Small-scale I[ndustry
Institute and the four industrial research councils for heavy industry organizas
tions all provide information in their respective spheres of activity.

7. Moreover, there are other national and regional organigations which
contribute significantly to industrial reseasch and information. Some of
these are already in operation and others are being gset up under the auspices
of the Industrial Development Centre for Arab States (1IDCAS). These include,
among others, the Textile Industries in the Arab Republic of Fgyrt, the Iron
and Steel Institute in Algeria, and the Petrochemical Institute to be set up
in either Libya or Syria. IDCAS also trains personnel for industrial surveys,
jndustrial economics, industrial information, oroject formulation, appraisal
and evaluation.

8., Of the countries in the West African sub-region, Nigeria has well developed
institutes for advanced scientific research and for collection of jnformation.
However, no single national organization appears to be responsible for industrisl
research and jnformation. The National Library serves as a depository for books,
documents, newspapers, newspaper clippings, etc. Within the government,
jndustrial information is handled by various ministries which have their own
technical libraries to provide relevant documentation and other material.
Semi-governmental institutes, include the following: the Federal Institute

of Industrial Research, the Cocoa Research Institute of Nigeria, the Nigerian
Institutc for Vil ralm Research, the Nigerian Institute for Social and Economic
Research, the Research Division of the Central Bank and the Migerian Indus-.rial
Development Bank. The material collected by these institutes i8 useful for

the preparation and evaluation of projects.

9. In most African countries, information required for industrial development
and specifically for investmeni follow-up activities are provided Yy national
development corporations, investment banks and chambers of commerce and industry.
There are few examples of operations of investment peomotion services, per se¢.
These await to be developed to provide the gervices that would stimulate &
greater flow of resources to industry. In the meanwhile countries stand to
penefit from a better co-ordination of the activities of agencies already
established. For example, jnformation collected by a national chamber of
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commerce in undertaking market survyes would be useful to national development
corporations in preparing feasibility studies. Such a course would also avoid
duplication of work.

10. There is also scope for deriving increased benefits through multinational
co-operation that would promote maximum utilization of existing facilities.
By these means the efficiency of the facilities could be improved and a more
effective utiligation of available resources could be ensured.




5. 8. 74





