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1. In recognition of the vital role industrial information plays in the 
process of industrial development, African countries are increasingly direc- 
ting their efforts to the setting-up of institutions and services to handle 
the collection and diasesiination of information required in aupport of indus- 
totalisation,   however,   the resources available for the purpose are limited. 
As a result different approaches have been used in different countries.    Some 
have set-up ueotoral research institutions in such areaa as food, forestry, 
building materials, etc.     Others have, often in addition to the above, set-up 
across-the-board iypes oi' institutions such as industrial development corpora- 
tions or industrial development banks, technical agencies and the like.   These 
have the potentials to provide a sound hftoia for developing an effeotive 
system of industrial information, 

2. In Table 1 the typ^3 of services provided by existing institutions in 
Afrioan countries hr.%3 been identified.  Tt will be noted that in most African 
countries there oxiet rc:: ratifie research organi -:ationc cf one kind or another 
within or independent of entablisfc«*d educational institutions.    Nearly every 
country would aleo aeon   Lo hc^e organisations providing bibliographic services. 
In the case of special i sed organisations for co-crdination of industrial 
research, however,  thera are orJy a few oountriec wMch Vave act-up such 
institutions ao bure vox for e t£.ndardir,ation and quality control.    Even where 
nationtl bodies do exict for these services co-operation among them would not 
appear to be extensive, 

3. Some of the institutions that have been set-up are of reoent date.    They 
have yet to develop competence and accumulate experience.    In other cases, the 
operation:, oí ihn exiotiiig institutions are hampered ûJ the limited financial 
resources available t« thee.    Tier a also soemn to exit; duplication of efforts 
among established institutions.   Greater co-ordination of their activities is 
urgently needed co seoure s. nor« efficient utilisation of available resource«. 

4. There are notable differences amone jub-regionß ani countries in the 
kinds of insti tutione net up to das.1 with &ervicefc : elated to industrial 
information.   Tcblo 2 act» listed some such institution« in selected African 
countries and irOicaten   iho kinds of .¿crviceo they ¡.rovj.de at present.    It 
will bo noted that among the North African eountrier,  the Arab Republic of 
Egypt has dovelopod an elaborate network of information ccntroo.    The first 
suoh centre *¡ae er.tab?.tailed r.n 195° »'hen the Ministry for Industry- came into 
being - but greaicr impetus was given +o developing inforration services when 
an expanùed Ministry of Industry, Poireleura and Hiñera)  Wealth was set up. 
Within the Kinistry,  the Oenor&l Organisation for Industrialisation deals with 
•11 aspects of techn>-2conomic Dfcudi:s of industrial nrojects and also super- 
vises their implementati on.    Alao within the same Ministry thsre exist the 
Administration for Induutrijsl Information wiiioh maintains contacts with other 
international organization/ to obtain all relevant documentation and publica- 
tion and also provide?: inforrition on existing arri planned industrial projeot«. 
The Organisation for Standard Specifications deals with questions of standardi 
tion within industry and/al sc collects information from all sources on the 
subject of standardisation. 
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¡¡¡¿•i South Afri M, Rhodosi 4, NMibia, Angui», fcoiwibiauo aro noi ¡nuludad. 

§/   Tna MM body aarfoPM function« ot ovarall »ci»no« planning and niult.-aocioral 
Mioma roaaaroh oo-ordinatian 

b/   Th# MM body oarforM function of «oit,-««toral aeianeo woareh co-ordination 
and oa-ordlnation for industrial roacaror, 

f/   IMv organization 

f/   tna Mtianal library i« awottta* t* IM M tablions.    Th. national Uniwaity ha* 
it* library 

MuntriM hM • aantra f«r Industrial Studi« 

l   II «MS9G0 dortd Oiraatery of National Sotaneo Policymaking Sodi« 

ti UNMGS Working aaauaint far «M Mooting of Eapsrta on Uto Notional Planning 
of OoouMntation and Library Soianoaa in AfriM 

S} Saiantifl« Rataarah in AfriM, National POÜCíM Roaoaroh Insti Wtiona 

41 tvrvay of tua Seiantifio and Taataelagical Potentials of African Counir¡oo, 
FiaM Seianoo OffiM for AfriM, Nairobi, Konya, Nevanor 1969 
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MIE 2,    LIST * Ml I1UTIM «ALI* UHM IN*ST**T ««OT.ON •» WWWITI« IN SELECTED AFRI«« COUNTRIES 

Country ef the institutions 

1.    Aloerts National Company for Industrial Studia« 
•nd   Oevelepaent 

2.   Aro* Republle of     Control Oroan for (»obi litoti on «od 

EWPt 

•a        o^^^^|u 

4,   ithlspla 

•*   U*»a 

9,   Nsawt 

U. «pria 

SUtUtlo» 

Notion« 1 Instituto for Information and 

Doswaantatlen 

Organi tat I on for Standards SpecJ- 
floatlon of th» Mlnlotry of Industry, 

Potrofeua and Mlntral «ealth 

Industrial Oovolopaant Contro for Arab 
Statoa 

•««•«ana Osvolopasrft Corporation 

Toohnloal Agency 

CUMtir   of Coaatree 

Investa»** and Ensort Frorsotlon Contro 

Institution 

Industrial Holding Corporation 

Co—ara«   Oovolop- 

Brlof Ascription of function« 

Industrial and 
«ant Corporation 

National Development Corporation 

Industrial toaaareh Oovolopaant Oopt. 

Industrial Organi tatI on Oepartoont 

Mal*<l Davo lessant Corporation 

iaaitstd d*tude 

'•doral Instituto for Industrial Waiaarati 

Ma»»»a» Division of Contra! Senk 

Mssrlsn Industrial Oivolapaont lank 

Industrial »—aarati Instituto 

FoMtblllty studlss for varloua branches of 

Induotry 

Colloetlon of Induatrlal etatletlee and varloua 

«•pact« of Induotrlal aurvoya 

Information am* documentation en aolonoo and 

Industry 

Information on Induotrlal atandsrda snd 
atandsrdltatlon In Induotry 

Feasibility «twdloa, project «valuation and 
sparatasi, Investment prooctlon, «srket otadlos 

Recently crgeMted; ha« already «tarted preparing 

feasibility studios 

FoaalBlHty studlas for branohoo of Industry, 
a«lasted by tha fievernsent and providing aaalatanss 

to privato tnvootoro 

Studio« In tha floW of «•sll-aea*» Industry and 
asslstanoo to entrepreneurs 

Idsntlflostlon of foaslblo project« - asolstano« 

to potential Invaator« 

Standards snd quality control 

Feasibility studio« »nd «valuation of projosts, 

flnsnslal assistano« 

Whan ootabllshod It «a« expected to work out 
feasibility «tudlo« for Induatrlal sootora.   lut 
according to Infornati on aval labia It Mainly doala 

with tha prob Isa» rolsud to eosacree 

Rooontly or gant tod - Invoatoont presetton orl«nt«d 

Foaolbl Hty «tudloa - oarliat survoys 

Induatrlal planning 

Markot atudlss snd to a eortsln «utent fooslblllty 

studlss 

Studio« «Inly In tha ftold of «In!*» and proeeeslng 

Noooareh 

Markot studia«, projaot «valuation 

Feasibility studios for approved projects 

Industrial reeeareh and asolatene* to tha establlefced 

entorprlsoa 
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Tafel« 2i   Continua« 

Country 

13. Svasi land 

M. 

of tha Inatltutlen 

Swaalland National Oovolopaont FI nana« 
Corporation 

Ufanea Dovolopaont Corporation 

•rojaot 01 via Ion of MuljfMwl Nadhvanl 
«Co. LU. 

Induatrlal Dovolopaont contro 

». Uni«* feouolt.      Mattonai 0owlooa»nt Coraoratlon 

Induotrlal Stwdloa and Oovolopaant 

Brlof dooorlptlon of funetlono 

Invoataont promt Ion 

Invootaont pronation 

Fooolblllty otwdloa and oorkot roaoaroti 

Rooontly ootabllonod vlth UN 100 aaalatonoo 

Fooalblllty otudloo, oarhat analyal» 

Induatrlal roooaron and planning 

M. taira 

If. IOM AfrlOM 

Contro do 
»friona Contrai 

Induatrlollaa on Induotrlal roaoaroh 

OrfanisotIon 

M» I«*la 

Eaat «frloan Oovoiopaant tanti, Projaat 
oroooratU« ond arowtlon itvUlon 

Induatrlal Oooolnonant Corporati on 

Contro far Induatrlal )U4to« for 
•MMBÉBV total 

Invootaont proaotlon 

Fooolbllity otooloo, oarfctt onalyaU, f| 
ond tootmjoal ooalatonao to tnduatry 

Indwatrlal roooaroli 

lai 
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T addition the Centra! Organ for fcW&^^X'rfïi^ »lleCtB 
5'   , ft*  C  number of computer, in th= A»* «^  th0Be of „i.ting 

+rainin^ of post graduate B^C
'   *\  . ^ * carrying out seien«*** 

r Sona! Research ^^„^^ & »*"°»Ur aTolUcúon - 

£^:H£5£E- sa? 
and industrial development.    Botn 01 
and documentation centres. laboratory and 

ssrsî Trovi*: MS? ~--«" *- °< -*— 
T      „_.-, th.» are other nation.! and r.f onal -^»«-^^ 

of the Industrial Development Centre for AT blic 0f Fgjpt, the 1*°* 

S either Libya or Syria.    IK*S -££££%„ject formation, appeal 
industrial economics,  industriai xi 
and evaluation. ^ ^^ 

8       Of the countries in the tt.t ^^^^îX^ollotion of information. 
Ltitu4s for advanced scientific research and for col fi for indu«trUl 
Hoover, no single national ^«^LSS'^« as a depository for book., 
restiren and information.    The Ä*"^^.' mhin the government, 
docoments, newspapers, r^^J^S^M ministries which have thei,* own 
industrial Ration is handled Jr•^ teti      ^1 o^   ^. 

ofÍXtrial Research, the Cofoa.^B^ia^InBtitute for Social and Economic 
institute for Oil Halm Research, thJ »^J^* and the Algerian Indus-rial 
^search, the Research *«£ * ^^Ä-tit.*.  is   useful for 

STA"Revaluation of projets. 

9.      m most African countries    J-^^ £ E^* ^J^ 
and specifically for i•"^n*^Vï3^ Cambers of commerce and industry, 
development corporations, ^vestment ^^^ peomotion services, 22LJ£. 
There are few examples of °Pf atl°• f ttoservices that would stimulate a 
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comroerce in undertaking market survyee would be useful to national development 
corporation*» in preparing feasibility studies. Such a course would also avoid 
duplication of work. 

10.    There is also scope for deriving increased benefits through multinational 
co-operation that would promote maximum utilization of existing facilities. 
BQr these means the efficiency of the facilities could be improved and a more 
effective utilisation of available resources could be ensured. 






