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Nigeria's involvement with the pre jurement, production and U3e of industrial 

information can be assessed from the performance of the industrial sector in 

national economic development in recent years.    Out of a gross national product 

of about £1,600 M per annum, industry which includes mining now accounts for 

about 60 per oent, up from about 25/30 per cent some two decades ago.    The 

annual growth rate in this sector has sometimes gone up to about ?5 P*r oent and 

this phenomenal performance could only have been poocióle through the effective 

use of industrial information. 

However when An analysis of the character and pattern of the development 

of industries in the country is carried out, certain weaknesses arising fro« 

imbalances between and among project capacities, poor inter-industry linkage», 

inappropriate technologies and under utilisation of national   '«sources are 

revealed}   and thee« can in turn be attributed to the deficiencies in the 

industrial information service.   Further, strong promotional activities fori 

and evaluation of industrial activities in Nigeria are hampered by an inadequate 

information feedback system. 

Current Industrial information sources may be categorised as followst 

1) Investment promotion covering incentives, licensing, industry 

directory and general government industrial policy published 

fey the Investment Centre of the ^oderai Ministry of Industries» 

2) Business and trade reports published in national newspapers, 

private seotor periodicals and Development Corporation Bulletins 

3) Infrastructure! data including resource« surveys, import and 

export trade statistics and input-output analysis of industries 

published by the Federal Office of Statistics - a department of 

the Federal Ministry of Economics Development. 

4) Scientific and technological information U iesued by various 

technical departments of government, universities and research 

institute«. 

5) Economic and financial reviews published by the Central 

of Kigoria and other development commercial banks. 
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6) Industrial stan'lardr* compiici and published by the 

Nigerian Stendardo Organization 

7) Technical Journal» for industry p bushed by the National 

Library of Nigeria. 

PROBLEMS OF USAGE 
In epite of the vast amount of induotrial information literature circulating 

in the country, many problème seem to exist vath the effective uptake and 

utilization of these information materials.   The moot important and vital of 

these problema involves the selection,  collation and retrieval of specifio 

information required for soecific projects.    Thia problem arlees largely fro« 

•Mia inadäquate development of the informational institution« which ars 

specialised on industrialization problème.    Although there is a national 

library i university libraries, general public librarie« and specialised 

libraries scattered all over the country.none cf those inotitutions will tackle 

the whole speotrutn of information sources required fcr a comprehensive preparation 

of an industrial project.   Limitations ar« set by inadequate documentation of 

relevant literature, by the diffasiâ» of neewnary information in wide ranging 

literature materials, lack of in-depth description of process technology and 

prooedures due to trade and paten I restric Licia end unnvailaibility of qualified 

or trained staff in the field of industrial information service. 

Another typ« of problem met in usage -.H the low uptake f>f industrial 

information by unsophisticated cut* ypren>.u r uvj businessmen.    In thia case, 

the information source may be cither too technical in language or not sufficiently 

adapted to local environmental rituation.    Toward«.: thiE end, the Federal Institute 

of Industrial Research, Oshodi, has initialed the publication of a technical 
bulletin for Induntry which aims at adupting industrial information to local 

requirements in terms of investment projectr. and suitable technology for 

industry. 

finally, there is the organisational problem.    There is at proeent ho 

control or specialised institution that can co-ordinate the various sources 

of industrial information.   Such an institution will have to be supported by 

a good documentation data.   Because the e:'in ting Inotitutions providing 

industrial information are not wholly concerned with this uubjeot, there Is 

usual difficulty in obtaining adequate financial resources to develop the 
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technological and manpower infrastructure- needed to cope with the level of 

information servicing demanded by industry.    Some of the types of information 

most lacking in Nigeria with regard to industrial planning today arc:- 

i)    information on relevant technology adaptable to local 

conditions (i.el production alternatives,  sise of 

operation, comparative cost and labour intensity) 

ii)    information on indentification of sources of scientific 

literature concerning industrial expansion 

ill)    information on identification of potential sources of 

finance for now industrial investment 

iv)    Information on sources of statistical data for the 

evaluation of industrial projects, as well as practices 

regarding project formulation or evaluation 

v)   information with respect to the formulation and evaluation 

of a comprehensive sectoral plan for industrial development. 

PROJECTED ACTION BT PUR, OSHOBI 

Ini« institute which is financed by the Federal Government of Nigeria and 

ai prenant run as a department of the Federal Ministry of Industries hat as 

it» major function, the acceleration of the industrial development of Nigeria 

through research on raw materials, technology and industrial promotion and 

information.   The institute ha» as a first step, initiated a programme to 

organise available information relevant to industrial development.   This 

constats of the following componente: 

1) collection of all literature available on Nigeria's industrial 

sector 

2) disaggregation of all the collected literature aooording to 

a) Industry per sei 
») Indicators for potential industrial investments} 

o) Trade and related industrial relationships 

i) General economic indicatore relevant to industrial 

development 

I)   disaggregation of all information regarding "industry per se* 

according to type of industry 
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4) the preparation of a comprehensive mannual containing 

pertinent information for potential  cntrepreneure. 

Thic mannual ia to include information regarding 

government policies and regulations, appropriate 

potential aourceB of finance, labour regulations,  trans- 

portation and communication faculties, availöbility of 

skilled and unskilled labour as well as of technical and 

management consulting services.    Where nececoary,  a 

differentiation according to type of industry will be 

introduced m view of relevant particular» ouch as 

government regulation!» regarding taxation, depreciation 
•to. 

5) the publication of a Technical Information Bulletin for 

industry.   Thie bulletin which ia being published quarterly 

contains sua»arieed information regarding specific invest» 
•sot proposal e developed bj  tho FIDt. 

PR0J7CTBD ACTIO» Hi THE NATIONAL LIBRAKT OP HIOfcRIA 

the National Library of Nigeria, which ie the legal depository for all 

publications published in Nigeria would continue to »Aintain among the other 

collections in the stock of the library booke, pamphlets, reports, research 

papers and journals to assist the retrieval of induotrial information in ligerii 

Bit library is aware of the importance cf inductrial information to the 

development and progrese of industries and the buainens sectors in Nigeria. 

In view of this fact, the libraiy luir  b&fcn able to convince the Chambers of 

SosMsrce in Lagos to set up a library for the business comsronity jn Lagos. 

Ini* is done in the Uope that similar oreKrii»ationn will set up their ON» 

information centrée.   It !• in tha future plans of the  library to arrange 

visits to »CM big industria] «nfcerprieca with the aim of convincing then of 

the impórtanos of industrial information.   Lastly, the library of recent 

contributed to the PID project of technical journals for industries in various 

sountriee in the world.   The library as a participant in this project published 
Technical journals for industries in Nigeria". 
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