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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org
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Nigeria's involvement with the pr¢;urement, producticn and use of industrial
{nformation can be assecsed from the performance of the industrial sector in
national economic development in recent years. Out of a gross national product
of about £1,600 M per annum, industry vhich ircludes mining now accounts for
about 60 per cent, up from about 25/30 per cent some two decades ago. The
anmal growth rate in this sector has sometimes gone up to about 25 per cent and
this phenomenal performance could only have been possible through the effective
use of induatrial information,

However when An analysis of the character and pattern of the development
of industries in the country is carried out, certain weaknesses a.riéing from
imbalances between and among project capacities, poor inter=indusiry linkeges,
inappropriate technolofies and under utilization of national ‘esources are
revealed; and thede can in turn be stiributed to the deficiencies in ihe
industrial information service. Murther, strong promotional activities for,
and evaluation of industrial activities in Nigeria are hampered Yy an inadequate
information feedback system, |

Ourrent industrial information sources may be categoriged as follows:

1) Investment promotion covering incentives, licenving, industry
directory and genoral government indusirial policy published
ty the Investment Centrc of the Tederal Linistry o7 Industries,

2) Pusiness and trade reports published in nationzl nowspapers,
private sector periodicals and Development Corporation Bulletins

3) Infrastructurel data including resources surveys, import and
. export trade statistios and input-output analysis of industries
published by the Federal Office of Statistics — a department of
the Pederal Ministry of Economics Development,

4) Boientific and technological information is issued W various
techuical departments of govermment, universities and research
institutes.

'§) Economic and financial revicws published ty ihe Central
Bank of Nigeria and other development commorcial banks.




6) Industrial standards compiled and published Yy the
Nigerian Standards Creanization

7) Technical Jouruals for industry p biished by the Hationasl
Lidbrary of Nigeria.

PROBLEMNS OF USAGE

In spite of the vast amount of industrial information literature circulating
in the country, many problems seem to exist with the effective uptake and
utilization of these infarmation materials. The most important and vital of
these problems involves the selection, co'lation and retrieval of apocifio'
information required for specific projccts. This problem arices largely from
the inadequatc development of the informational insiitutiora which are
specialigsed on indusirialization probleme, Although there is a national
1ibrary, university librariee, general public libraries and specialized
libraries scattered sll over the countrr .none ¢f these institutions will tackle
the whole speotrum of information sources reqiired for & comprehensive preparation
of an industrisl project. Limitatiors ar~ set by inadcquate dooumentation of
relevant literature, by the diffusian of nccrscary information in wide ranging
literature materials, lack of in-depth description of process technology and
procedures due to trade and pateni resiriciicas end unavailaibility of qualified
or trained staff in the ficld of industrial irformetion service.

Another type of problem met in usage “» ilie low uptake of industrial
information by unsophioticated cnticprence.s end busincasmen. In this case, i
the information nource may be vither too technical ir language or not suffioiently l
adapted to local envivonmental rituation. ‘dowards thie end, the Federal Institute
of Industrial Research, Oshodi, has init:iated the publication of a technical
tulletin for Induotry which aims at adupting industrial infomsation to local
requiroments in terms of inveatmont projecic end suitable teohnology for

industry.
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Finally, there is the organizalional problem. There is at prosent no 1
control or specialized institution that oan co-ordinate the various sources

of industrial information, Such an institution will have to be supported bty

» good docunentation daia. Because the eriating ‘inotitutions providing

industrial information are no! wholly conccrned with this subject, thore 1s 1

usual diffioulty in odbtaining adeguate financial resources to develop the




techiological and manpower infrastruciure nceded %o cepe with the level of
information servicing demanded by indusiry. Some of the types of information
most lacking in Nigeria with regard tn industrial planning today are:~-

1) information on relevant technology adaptable to local
conditions (i.el production alternatives, size of
operation, comparative cost and labour intensity)

11) information on indentification of sources of scientific
literature concerning industrial cxpansion .

111) information on identification of potential sources of
finance for new industrial investment

iv) 4information on sources of staticiical datu for the
svaluation of induetrial projects, as well as practices
regarding project formulatipn or evaluation

v) information with respect to the formulation and evaluation
of a comprehensive sectoral plan for indusirial development.

PROJECTED ACTION BY FIIR, OSHODI

This institute which is financed ty thc Federal Government of Nigeris and
at present run as a departmont of the Federal Ministry of Industries has as
ite sajor function, the accelcration of the industrial development of Nigeria
through rescarch on raw materials, technology and industirial promotion and
information. The institute has as a first step, initiated a programme to
Gt‘mtu available information rclevant to industrial development. This
progremme oconsists of the following componenta:

1) collection of all literature available on Nigeria's industrial

sector

2) disaggregation of all the collected literature acoording o

a) Industry per se;
" b) Indicstors for potential industrial invectmenis
o) Trade and related industrial rolstionships
d) General sconomic indicators relevant o industrial
development

3) dieaggregation of all information regarding "industry per se"

according o type of industry




4) +the preparation of a ccrnprehsnsive mannual containing
pertiaent information for potential cntrepreneurc.

This mannual is to include :nformation regarding
govermment policies and regulation:, appropriate
potential sources of finance, labour regulations, trans-
portation and communication faciiities, availability of
skilled and wnskilled labour as well as of technical and
management consultirg services. ihere nececsary, a
differentiation aceording to type of industry will be
introduced in view of relevant purticulars such as
government regulations regarding taxation, depreciation
etc.

%) the publication of a Technical Information Bulletin for
industry. This bulletin which is being published quarterly
contains sumarized information rogarding specific invest-
ment proposals developed bty the FIIX.

PROJFCTED ACTION BY THE NATIONAL LIERARY OF NIGHRIA

The National Library of Nigeria, wiiich is the legal‘ depository for ell
publicatione published in Nigeria would continue to maintainm among the other
collections in the stock of the library books, pamphlets, reports, ressarch
papers and journals to assist the retricval of industirial information in Mgeria. B
The library is aware of the importance of inductrial information to the
devclopment and progress of industries and the businers sectors in Nigeria.

In view of this fact, the librer; hor been abvle to convince the Chambers of
commerce in Lagos to set up & 1ibrary for the business community in Lagos.
Thie is done in the liope that mimilar orgunizations will set up their own
information centres, It is in the futurc plans of the 1ibrary to arrange
visits to some big industrial enterprices with the aim of convincing them of
the importunce of indusirisl informaticn, Lusily, the library of recsnt
contrituted to the FID project of technical journmals for industries in various

sountries in the world, The lilrary as a partioipant in this project published
"Technical journals for industrics in Nigeria®,
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